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Abstract
There has been persistent, drastic decline of &xil& Industry in Ghana which is affecting thedstwf textiles
in Ghanaian Textiles education institutions. Upbis foundation, the study seeks to examine andudisthe
impact of the decline of Ghana'’s textile industry textiles education in Ghana. The population F&r study
consisted of students, lecturers and heads of tieeats of selected textiles education institution&hana as
well as operatives in Ghana'’s textile factoriese Thethodology employed was the qualitative appr@axchthe
descriptive survey. Observation and interviews vikeeresearch instruments used to gather data. Sodiegs
were that, of excessive influx of textile produdtem foreign countries, exorbitant utility cost edting
production, intellectual dishonesty on the partfarkign textile producers and obsolete technologyldeal
textile manufacturers. This has also contributedeeskly to the reduction of the intake of textiteadents in
textile education institutions. The study recomn®rmnong others that the government of Ghana invests
massively in the local textile industry by givingilouts for the acquisition of new machinery, humasource
and manpower development. Again efforts should laelenfor the provision of equipment and logistics to
enhance teaching to make the textiles graduateatzdie.
Key words: textile industry, textile education, imports, ekgodecline and obsolete

1. Introduction

The Textile Industry in Ghana was once a very vibradustry, which employed over 25000 workers (Qaia
2005). Most of the companies in the industry pradlibigh quality designs and textile brands, whiad high
patronage on the local, West African and intermationarkets. Finished Textiles produced by thesepamies
were in high demand on the Ghanaian market becthee were predominantly used in the design and
production of traditional apparels such as the Kathother exquisite wears. The Industry was nht asource

of employment to many Ghanaians but also accoufdedabout 10% - 12% of the country’s total Gross
Domestic Product, (GDP) M.O.T.I, 2004.

In seeking to consolidate the gains the nationrhade, with regards to this industry at the time, @overnment
of Ghana proactively established academic instiistito train students in textiles, so as to takedifigrent

responsibilities in the industry. Fortunately, #eademic institutions responded to this call witfhtintake with

respect to student population.

In recent times, the industry has gone throughadgiff moments resulting in shutting down of prodotof
most of the companies in the industry and a lowvofkers have been made redundant as a result e¢ giaut
downs (Sackey, 2011). The researchers have obstraedhat has adversely affected the employmetexdile
graduates in such companies whose establishmeméstaitored towards providing the needed manpower f
the textile industry.

The Textile Industry in Ghana over the past fewrgdaas been gradually receding in terms of growitt a
development. From over 20 large scale textileofdes established in the mid-1960s that employedentizan
25,000 Ghanaians, the country now has only fouiléefactories employing less than 2,500 workergaifable
statistics indicate that the country’s total indysiutput was pecked at 129 million yards in 199@fortunately,
the figure declined from 129 million to 44 milligrards in 2009 and subsequently, 42million in 20IEGLEU,
2012).

Apart from the consequent negative economic outsolmeing experienced by the country, the education
institutions that were established by the goverrtroéiGhana to provide the industry with the necasséilled
manpower also appears to be retrogressing condlyrseith it. For instance, in 2007, the number tddents
admitted by Takoradi Polytechnic was 126, and reduo 106 in 2008. In 2009, it subsequently reduoe@6
and in 2010, 63 (TDTD - Takoradi Polytechnic, 2Q1A) the University of Education, the intake was 68
2008, 54 in 2009, 43 in 2010 and drastically redue16 in 2011 (Textiles Section - UEW, 2012). i&&i
figures from the Tema Technical Institute (TextiBepartment-TTI, 2011) and, KNUST, Kumasi (Textiles
Department, 2012), also paint quite a disturbirgguype of the situation.
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There is therefore the need to conduct an in-depstigation into the textile industry and hovhiés affected
Textile Education in Ghana, to enable appropriatet®mns be made for the problems identified.

Purpose of the study
The study seeks to examine and discuss the impé#ut decline of Ghana'’s textile industry on teedil

Overview of the Ghanaian Textile Industry

Over the years, textile education in Ghana has beerrally tailored towards preparing the requspecialized
educated and skilled technicians in the field afites (spinning, weaving, dyeing, printing, stited, etc.) to fill
various positions in the industry as well as edocal sector. Quartey (2006) argues that, Industria
development has been recognised as one of thet sneass of ensuring higher and sustained growtthen
world rates. Hence, Ghana pursued import substituthdustrialization (ISI) in the 1960s and 1970%e
rationale was to move her economy from their agrafagriculturally driven) state to a modern indatised
economy. Policies to promote import substitutiodustrialisation were accordingly pursued and taétb the
establishment of light industries to produce golodslly and operate behind tariff barriers. Ghariattustrial
approach was meant to reduce economic dependerceghmanufacturing industries were established to
produce items that were previously imported.

As a result, industries manufacturing textiles, aler important commodities were established. Hawe
during the initial stages, the textile sector wargiély dominated by foreign owned firms. A shiftgafvernment
policies in the mid 1970s however, led to increastade participation in the sub-sector. For ovey tlecades
after the I1SI was started, the textile sub-sectonidated the manufacturing sector and contribuiguifscantly
to the livelihood of Ghanaians. It employed abo&t0ORO of the labour force, accounted for 27% o#ltot
manufacturing employment and operated at about 6Dfptant capacity (MOTI, 2004). The textile subisec
indeed became an important source of foreign exggnéanGhana.

Key among some of the Textile Manufacturing comparthat surfaced in Ghana included Juapong Textile
Limited, Akosombo Textiles Limited, Tema Textilesrited, Ghana Textiles Printing Company Limited,a8ha
Textile Manufacturing Company, Freedom Textilesustiies Limited, Millet Textiles Corporation, Spint
Ghana Limited (Now Printex), Ghana Blanket Fact@fiana Cotton Company, Kumasi Jute Factory, Taipaul
and Polypropylene Industries Limited, Commodore tilexMilling Limited, Ghana Umbrella Factory and
Garment Manufacturing Companiddesidethesemedium to large scale textile factories, there whoisands

of small scale textile setups scattered acrosdetingth and breadth of the country whose contrimstito the
state were phenomenal. The textile sub-sector wamportant source of foreign exchange in Ghananftbe
early 1970s to the middle of the 1980s.

However, due to inconsistent government policiesrdhe years, the production of textiles has caaioly
declined in Ghana. Since 1982, the textile subesestarted operating at extremely low capacity. seguuently,
more than half of the factories in the industry wowp and the situation deteriorated further uriderTrade
Liberalisation Policy, which formed part of Ghanav@rnment's Structural Adjustment Programme pursoed
the 1980s and 1990s. Employment declined from 7600995 to 5000 by 2000. The Trade Liberalisation
reforms paved way for increased importation ofitegtand other apparel, which hastened the denfiseaay
textile factories in Ghana (Quartey 2006).

Abdallah (2010) gives a similar account that Ghaniextile Industry, is gradually joining the leagokeother

nations in the sub-region with collapsed textilel garment manufacturing sub-sector. From over #@ld¢e
firms that employed more than 25,000 people inléts¢ two decades, the country now has only foutileex
factories employing less than 4,000 Ghanaians.

The country, according to Ghana's Revenue AgenGiegerning Board (RAGB), is losing about 300 billion
Ghanaian old Cedis in potential revenue annuallgugh smuggling of textile materials. Like the aifon in
Nigeria, Ghana’s once thriving textile market issnflooded with the Chinese sub-standard textiledpots,
thereby surging up the country’s unemployment index

A report by the Institute of Statistical, Sociabldaconomic Research (ISSER), Legon (2006) on Gkaeatile
and garment industry also affirms that the indugtnyployed some 25,000 workers which accounted for 2
percent of total manufacturing employment in 19By.1995, however, employment within the sub-sebiza
dwindled to a mere 7,000; declining further to By the year 2000. Investments within the Textildustry
are mainly by local firms. Out of the 40 textiledagarment industries within Accra-Tema, findinggeaed that
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only five percent were involved in joint ventureghwforeign investors. According to ISSER, the rémrag 95
percent were locally owned.

The situation seems to deteriorate further as eynpdait index continues to nosedive. As at March 20068
four major textile companies in Ghana employedtal tof 2,961 persons. Findings reveal that by tld 1870s
about 16 large and four medium sized textile corgmaihad been established in Ghana; while the garmen
industry also had some 138 medium and large-s@al@ent manufacturing companies. Inconsistent gonen
policies over the years, according to experts, ltawdributed largely to the continuous declineha sub-sector
(TEGLEU, 2012).

Today, the four major companies that have survitres turbulence in the sub-sector are the Ghanail@ext
Manufacturing Company (GTMC), Akosombo Textile Lied (ATL), Ghana Textile Product (GTP), and
Printex with GTP maintaining the lead in the industSSER’s report indicated. Currently, accordiagMOT],
2010 textiles imports constitute 70% of the totational consumption. No doubt this has reducegtbduction
capacities of the five major surviving companiesr lstance, Printex produces at only 30% capabi@QTlI
(2010) further attributes the decline of the Textihdustry partly to the unintended negative effenft trade
liberalisation programme which brought about stifimpetition for the local textile industry in Ghana
According to MOTI, other factors include smuggliafwax prints into the country with a record of amnual
loss of GH¢50 million in revenue; high patronageiraported second-hand clothing especially by thatlyo
which constitutes a very high demographical praporbf consuming public and high foreign taste ueficed
by foreign culture. AGI (2010) however contendatttine lack of will towards the enforcement of &afions to
check the smuggling of counterfeit textile into dwuntry partly accounts for the problem. It iscalvorthy to
note that, with the exception of the Akosombo TlestiLimited (ATL), other textile companies have sitlut
down their spinning and weaving departments dughtap imports of textiles from abroad, particulaZlyina.
Consequently, hundreds of workers employed in tisestions, were either laid-off or sacked. Indipport to
the argument, Olarewaju (2001) states that, In @héme textile industry continues to face challengemid
growing competition from cheap imports from Chinaccording to the Textile, Garments and Leather
Employees Union (TEGLEU), apart from Akosombo Tiextiimited (ATL), which is operating fully, houseldo
names such as Tex Styles Ghana Limited (TSG) aimdeRrhave all shut down their spinning and weaving
departments due to cheap imports from China. Teesgons employed a chunk of the labour in the strgu
Consequently, the companies could no longer affordccommodate these numbers and pay several tirmes
amount of cheap imports from China. Textiles tr@anhe from China do not only carry the designs of @ien
cloths, but are imitated to appear as if they vigoeluced in Ghana (MOTI, 2005).

Olarewaju (2001) attests to the fact that not @mey Chinese textiles less durable as compared de-naGhana
ones, but also sell far below the price of Ghandmxtiles. Consequently, most retailers of localtite
companies such as Akosombo Textile Limited (ATLjnEex, and Tex Styles Ghana (TSG) have abanddresd t
manufacture of local cloth and are now selling waints from China, which are far cheaper. Due te th
hardships, the companies have all resorted tontperit of gray baft (loom state cloths) and semisfied cloth
for printing in the country.

Some members of the Textile, Garments and Leathgld&ees Union (TEGLEU) recently revealed that the
problems with Ghana's Textile Industry still exéstend were getting worse each day. They arguedtibat is
the need for Government to find out why the sed@ollapsing and why Ghana cannot compete witm&im
order to find lasting solutions rather than takingefeatist approach. Though stakeholders in thatcp have
made frantic efforts to revitalize the textile agarment industry, this seems to have failed siheeestonomy is
recording a rapid surge in the sale of fake logud @esigns of Chinese textile firms in the marke&EGLEU,
2010).

Industry observers are worried that if the floodegaare opened for the Chinese textiles to sattiat&hanaian
market, then the industry will totally collapse.elhcontend that the current situation has maddficwlt for
local producers of textile to sustain productiovels and to operate profitably. They believe that dwindling
fortunes can be addressed if the Government strengtagencies such as the Customs Excise and Bveven
Service (CEPS) to intensify border patrols. Thesthier suggest that port operations should be tigdtteto
ensure that cheap imports do not slip in. But hos¥ wnd soon will the authorities respond to théscthat
remain an issue of concern to industry players ehuospe of continued survival in the business depend?
Agyenim-Boateng (2008) however in sharp disagreéntenrll the issues raised, argues that the usbdsdlete
technology by local textile manufacturers is thendéehind their problems and not unfair competition
According to him, the industry cannot do well whigis still operating with machines that are overygars old.

38



Arts and Design Studies www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-6061 (Paper) ISSN 2225-059X (Online) JLLET |

Vol.22, 2014 NSTe

It is therefore very clear from one’s candid padftview that the Ghanaian Textile Industry is imwdifficult
times and its current state requires immediatentiie to salvage it from absolute collapse.

Methodology

This section presents the methodology that wastadap conducting the research. The design is bageitie
qualitative research method with emphasis on ttserggtion of problems that are endangering the @Glaam
textile industry and how they are affecting Texteducation in Ghana. The section also providesinédion on
the research instruments employed for gatheringléta needed to answer the research questionsothation
studied, sampling design and data processing mgthod

Research design

In this research, the purposive and convenienceplgagnhave been used concurrently. Wadsworth (2005
explains that purposive sampling involves selectmijviduals known to meet certain clear critetia.other
words, it targets a particular group of people whwoe direct information in relation to a study. Tustification

for using the purposive sampling is that the s@aabdf the population meets the objectives of #heearch; and
for the researcher, the population of 978 was aotlarge to be covered, given the time at his diaholThe
items (questions) in the interview guide were eoigthy and too demanding, therefore the researgiees able

to effectively manage

Convenience sampling is a non-probability samplieachnique where subjects are selected becauseenf th
convenient accessibility and proximity to the reskar (Starford, 2008). The convenience sampling used in
areas where the respondents were not ready to siueato confidentiality of data. The researcher toagolely
rely on those who were ready and willing to spémit,under extreme anonymity, for fear of victiminat

Findings and Discussions

This part interprets and analyses data collectedhi® study and provides the necessary basis éofitidings
and conclusions of the study. Most of the finditiggt are presented in this section are highly cemiiial, so
companies and personnel that participated in tdyspleaded strict anonymity. However the datagmsl can
make or unmake the textile industry.

Influx of Textile Products from foreign countries

The findings of the study show that, competitiorthie textile industry in the distance past was ambng the
local companies but the equation has now chandaeeselcompanies now have to compete with influwextile
products from China, Pakistan and other countridsese products seem to offer value for money amed ar
affordable. To compete with these foreign prodwels mean the local producers reducing their retaices.
This will mean they will be underpricing their prart and this will have dire consequences on theifitp
margins. Most of the interviewees engaged cleagpiped that the threats to Ghana's textile industemmed
from problems at the ECOWAS regional borders. S&@OWAS countries, most notably Nigeria, have banned
the importation of certain textile goods; and assult, the entry of textile and apparel goods thiw Ghanaian
market through unofficial channels had also becampeoblem, depressing the market for locally predugarn,
fabrics, and clothing (MOTI, 2011).

Evasion of duty on imported African Textile Prints
Another important finding from the study is the tfétat, importers of African Textile Prints impardein most
cases did not pay realistic duties in Ghana bdgibatause they:

a. Under-declared their imports (declaring lower gitees than was actually brought into the country. |
some cases, out of ten containers imported duty pead on only two containers and the same
documents were, recycled to clear the other eightainers without payment of duty).

b. Under invoiced their imports (thus, declaring lowatues rather than the actual value in ordertractt
lower duties).

c. Were not honest in their imports description (thfxaudulently misrepresenting the actual type of
textile fabric imported e.g. (fancy print instedda@x print which attracts higher duty).

This unfair advantage made these imports have eneaark ups than the locally produced fabrics trat
highly taxable (Koomson, 2012).

Intellectual Dishonesty on the part of foreign texte producers
Another worrying revelation from the findings oktktudy was the:
i. Pirating of patented or registered designs belantpriocal textile producing companies by
foreign ones.
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ii. Imitation of original designs of local textile coamies by foreign ones

iii. Copying brand and selvedge markings of locallytedrtextiles by foreign ones
iv. Copying tickets and labels including the Ghana &aas Board logo and marks.
V. Inadequate labeling information including non-deafimn of country of origin.

The implication of the above is that the foreignnumacturers had been bringing-in the same quafifyrinted
fabrics, same designs, and same motifs; but atclegper prices because of the evasion of taxdsalaa avoid
the payment of high charges of design concept dewetnt to the detriment of the local textile indystt could
therefore be said that, this is what has brougbtiathe unfair competition that the local indusisycurrently
plagued with. It is however instructive to notattimost of these untoward activities occur at unaygd routes;
and makes it quite difficult for the regulatory agies to track such activities.

Exorbitant Utility Cost affecting production

In Ghana, one of the biggest problems faced byrtaeufacturing sector and for that matter, the lextidustry
is the exorbitant energy cost and that of watether countries such as China, Pakistan, and Egsgier and
electricity use for the manufacturing sector ishhygsubsidized by the government, whereas in Ghiafiagosts
of electricity and water are borne by local mantifeers. Additionally, steam generation is suppliegd
government with a centralized generating plantublopipelines to textile factories free of charggainst cheap
raw materials; whereas in Ghana, Steam generatargsp thus boilers fueled by RFO (Request for Oft
cost, coupled with the high cost of raw materillsdmson, 2012).

Consequently the price of one piece (twelve (12§gprof imported wax prints e.g. ‘High Target’ afigoing
through import duties and freights, costs Sixty @h&edis (GH¢ 60.00) as against locally manufadtuvax
prints e.g. ‘GTP Wax’ which ranges within the pgagf One Hundred and Twenty Ghana Cedis, One Hdndre
and Sixty Ghana Cedis and One Hundred and Eighgn&iCedis (GH¢ 120.00 / GH¢160.00 / GH¢180.00) per
yard (Field Survey, 2012). The difference in the&es is ridiculously vast; so that there is no wag Local
Manufacturers can easily compete with foreigners.

It could be inferred from the above that, becabsehiggest chunk of the cost of production of fgretextile
firms is highly subsidised by their various goveents, their products are far cheaper as comparedose
produced by Textile Manufacturers in Ghana, sinte tost of production in Ghana is extremely high.
Consequently, because of the big difference in $eai prices, consumers prefer the foreign manufadtu
textiles to the locally produced ones.

Obsolete Machines in the Industry

It was found out that, most of the textile comparire Ghana make use of obsolete and outdated nes;tand
that is why they are finding it very difficult taompete with the foreign textile products. Assumihig is true,
what it means is their cost of production will iease due to loss of man-hours as a result of machin
breakdowns and stoppages in production lines. Thi is likely going to be passed onto the consumer
Secondly, old machines are likely to be less affiti This will lead to the companies not meetingirth
production targets for any given period. What thisans is that, there will be delays in meeting @ad this
could result in customer dissatisfaction.

Poor Attitude of Factory Workers

The attitudes of some unscrupulous workers in thar@ian textiles industry have largely contributedhe
woes of the Sector. Issues such as under invomittgover invoicing, theft, lacklustre attitude tods work,
bad customer care practices, absenteeism and lsuaegithave combined to hasten the decline of mérilyeo
textile companies in Ghana (Lokko, 2012).

A typical example is what is currently happenindg?edmium African Textiles (PAT), a sales outlefTek Styles
Ghana Limited, Tema. Thus, for one to buy a falihie, person ought to go for a chit and walk abaurtdneds
metres into the finance office to pay, take theeifgcto another office far off for stamping and epgl, then
take it back to the sales outlet to collect theitdb). The whole process may take well about f¢4)) minutes

or more if there are other customers. While onelcca@omfortably sit in his office and buy from thedd
Vendors (popularly known as “Abookyi boys”) from MaGuinea, Benin, and Nigeria which saves time and
cost.

There is another way that indirectly workers rue thxtile companies down; it was found out in ofe¢he

collapsed companies that managers of various depats used dubious means to rip the company. Fongbe
Canteen, Clinic, Finance, Procurement and Maintemaepartments were identified as the nerve ceaofresch
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dubious activities. At one of the companies, it fieasnd that at a point one department inflatedrthedget over
300 % due to over invoicing. There was wide spraladse of facilities like hospital and cateringvisrs by
workers (Field Survey, July 2012).

It was also found out that there have been incidemd theft of finished goods, materials, and maelgarts in
the textile factories by workers. These have ledh® collapse of all the state owned textiles faetoas
production and unit cost soared up. Unavailabitifyraw materials and cost, loose government pdiciad
conflict of interest on the part of officials weaéso serious factors that had led to the collagsthe textile
factories (Field Survey, July 2012).

The Effects of Textile Education in Ghana by the Dglorable State of the Textile Industry

Responses from key players of the Textile Industrgh as those in the Manufacturing Sector, Labaiois
and the Ministry of Trade and Industry indicatedodwvious admission that the current state of tieisiry had
had an adverse effect on Textile Education in Ghah&ir argument was that, because the industry neas
doing well; especially with the consistent layini§-af workers, many students were no more motivatedugh,
to pursue textiles as a programme like ever bef@dmother interesting allusion they (i.e. G.T.MXplta Star
Ltd, Printex and A.T.L) made was to the fact thhe number of textile students who used to pursai@ihg
attachments at their individual factories had dwaddat a very drastic rate over the past few years.

It could be inferred that, the responses from alustodents, and teachers of textiles only go twatmrate the
fact that the interest of students in the purstiegtiles as a programme had reduced. Out of 888¢ students
interviewed, only 11of them, representing 1.4% loéitt totality admitted they found the study of kg
interesting, and were actually going to be textkesigners after school. Again, out of 130 textilerai
interviewed, only 9, representing 7% were workirithim the Textile Industry. The other 93% wereatirking
within other sectors of the economy, rather thadtiles (Field Survey, July 2012). Over the pastrfyaars
admissions into Takoradi Polytechnic, UEW, and Teheghnical Institute had drastically reduced. Tbht
KNUST has remained inconsistent and kept fluctgat{Rield Survey, July 2012). It could therefore be
conveniently deduced from the information aboved tha majority of students currently pursuing tesiwill
not end up in the textiles industry but in othestses of the economy.

The future of the textile industry side by side Tetile Education in Ghana
It was found out that Ghana'’s textile industry sigktal collapse if nothing is done immediatelyatieviate it
from its current state. Its effect on Textile Edima in Ghana has been incredibly disturbing, aegluires an
urgent solution.
It is however worthy to note that successive gowemits of Ghana since 1992, through the Ministryli@ide
and Industry have over the years put in place tilwing plans and programmes to mitigate the gilin
industry’s challenge:
i. PSI on Textiles and Garments and support for prexdum export under the AGOA initiative.
ii. Trade/ Investment Pact with Egypt in support of@wton and Textile industry
iii. Launch of industrial Policy and Industrial SectaupBort Programme (ISSP) with focus on local
content, Technology, Production and distributiod anpport to local raw materials producers.
iv. Expansion in energy suppliers to local industryuding textiles sub-sector.
v.  Amendment of Export Development and InvestmentdHEDIF) Act to cater for agriculture and agro-
based industries (Textiles)
Vi. Step-up in anti-Smuggling activities especiallyapad African prints

Vii. Preparation of intellectual Property Rights to pobtout local patents, designs and marks from being
pirated.
viil. National Friday Wear awareness and expansion iat®oNal Everyday Wear and many others.

Apart from these, the government has put togetheinatask force to clamp down on the activitidsmugglers
and the sellers of lllicit Textile Fabrics in GhafMOTI, 2012). It is clear that, even though thesegrammes
are in place, the problem of the textile industil} persists, and as was suggested by some ahtheviewees,
perhaps, a lot of political will, will help in thguest to get the industry on its feet again. Trpdkcy is an
integral part of a country’s development strateflyerefore, Ghana should ensure that trade arrangemaee
consistent with her development strategies andttiegt assist her in achieving her broad developrgeats. A
related concern is the debate over trade libetadisand its effects on Ghana’'s economy.

It can be noticed that conspicuously missing in ititerventions of the Ministry of Trade and Indysis a

concerted effort at collaborating with the MinistfyEducation and academia (Textile Education tastins) to
also rope-in strategies that would be beneficighto growth and sustenance of textile educatioBhana. As
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has been admitted by some of the respondentstahedf Nigeria having banned some kinds of tegtileto her
corridors, may have seemed harsh, but has by agd faotected and facilitated the development efldtal
textile industry in that country by boosting thdrpaage of the local textile industry.

It has been established that many African countrege not been able to take full advantage of tradlable

preferential external market access opportunitiestd binding supply constraints (Lokko, 2012)tHe case of
Ghana, according to Lall (1995), "the low level aapabilities in Ghana have meant that rapid lilieatibn,

unaccompanied by supply-side measures to deveillp, slapabilities and technical support, led tgn#icant

and costly de-industrialisation. He continues, "tapid pace of liberalisation is killing-off notgtuinherently
economic activities but also some measures thdt dmiuthe basis of new manufactured exports” (ImlR26).
The same or similar set of constraints appear tdristrating the derivation of long-term benefiterh the
reduction of domestic trade barriers implementedhany African countries since the early 1980s. Thiusse
countries are reluctant to embark on further trhideralisation until this issue is appropriatelyafysed and
policy guidance offered.

From the analysis, it has also been found thatGhana education service must through the CRDD tisgen
bring on board the textile industry and acadenti@ $HS and tertiary level) in the design or prejamaof a
reviewed textile syllabus for the SHS as well as Tiertiary level, so as to keep them in tune whig ¢urrent
needs of the industry. It can be inferred from\thgous thoughts discussed that, the future dflee®ducation

in Ghana greatly depends on the unhindered grofvtheotextile industry. The better it does, the enstudents
and prospective students of textiles would be egciio pursue textiles as a programme. Academia dvoul
invariably become more useful in the area of redeatevelopment and training to the textile indpgtrGhana.

Conclusions

From the main findings of the study, the followiognclusions have been drawn:

It can be expediently concluded that the textiledustry in Ghana is in a very deplorable state thedefore,
calls for pragmatic polices that will lead to aatigus restructuring of the industry. A gamut of fblowing
challenges including, poor attitude of factory wendkand some state officials, smuggling of textils Ghana,
under-declared imports, wrongly described textitgadrts, and copied brands, markings, tickets ahel¢a
(including those of the Ghana Standards Authobitysome Ghanaians in cahoots with foreign compah&s
also contributed adversely to the decline of thakie of textile students admitted in textile edigatnstitutions.
Massive importation (70%) against very little exp@0%) and high cost of textiles production haeenbined
to hasten the current declining stage of the inglust

Again, it can also be concluded that the currestiesdf the Textiles Industry has taken great toltlee textiles
education institutions that were established tintthe requisite skilled manpower needed by theustny.
Consequently, students are no longer motivatedursuye Textiles Programmes as before. Accordingty, a
overwhelming majority of graduates of textiles la tertiary level are currently working within otheectors of
the economy rather than textiles. Furthermore, &rstudents pursuing textiles at the various lEextilucation
institutions across the country would end up ineotBectors of the economy rather than the textitistry
because the textile industry does not look good.

It therefore behoves on the government of Ghana eraty stakeholder of the textile industry such as
manufacturers, importers, retailers and wholesalétsxtiles, as well as academia to make a coedeztfort to
ensure that right things are done to revamp thdeerdustry.

Summary of Corrective Measures

Based on the findings and conclusions of the stiidly recommended that:

i. In order for the local textile industry to becomenmpetitive and vibrant, the GoG should give
investment support to the textiles industry as d@se barely four decades ago. Investment in theil@eSector
started in the late 1960s or early 1970s. Morestments are required in the sector by governmeas| land
foreign investors. Access to financial support, thg textile industry is one high area which needgom
government support. Transportation and informatiofnastructure needs immediate upgrading. Elegyrici
water, fuel and transportation cost occupied adrigiercentage in the total cost of production (apipnately
25% of total cost) in the textile mills. With thegwision of good transport system, information asfructure and
energy quotas by the Government of Ghana (GoG)etktde sector will be in a very good positiondompete
very well on both the local and international marke
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The Textile industry has been a focus area fogtheernment of India and a number of policies hasenbput
in place to make the industry more competitive.soes could be learnt from the initiatives set by thdian
government concerning their textile sector by GB&&amples of these initiatives are:

a. Setting up Technology Up-gradation Fund Scheme @URFo enable firms access low-interest loans
for technology up-gradation.);
b. Setting up of Integrated Textile Parks (Indian isitly and the government see foreign companies more

as partners in building domestic manufacturing béjpias rather than a threat to Indian businesses)

These initiatives including others could also biewgeby the government of Ghana to make the ingiustire
competitive.

ii. The Government of Ghana should as a necessity nwitie framework the constitution of Ghana
through Parliament put together the necessary taviseat the smuggling of textile products into Gaathe
under-declaration of imports, wrong descriptiortedtile imports, and copying of brands, markingskets and
labels including those of the Ghana Standards Aitghdike illicit drug related matters or treasdnt@ offences
that will attract high punishments from the stateew a person or groups of persons become culpBiie will
serve as an effective deterrent for future defasilte

iii. In order to identify and arrest dealers of copiextites on the local market, the textiles manufantu
industry in collaboration with academia should maégtile students ‘ambassadors of locally manufactu
brands of textiles’ where students will be giveniasightful orientation on how to distinguish beemean
originally printed textiles from a copied ones, aubsequently tasked to go into the various macketres
across the country (during Training Attachments)ldok out for copied and smuggled textiles, andorep
immediately to the appropriate quarters for redrébgs would mitigate the current state of thengjlindustry.

iv. In dealing with the attitudes and skills of worketise managers of local textile companies should
address the need for motivating workers by upgathieir skills through training programmes desigtagards
increasing productivity and to modernize the indugtrough improved technology and methods thaivalior
innovation and efficiency;

V. In order to curb the problem of labour unrests, @eG should promote decent work through the giving
of bailouts and managerial support to the manufaay sector which will aim at expansion in the iy
(more jobs) and quality (better labour standard€)athing and textile employment in the countrpdao work
to eliminate casual employment, job insecurity, enpayment of workers and other forms of poor labour
practices;

Vi. The GoG through MOTI should help improve socialatise on the future of the textiles and clothing
industries, between governments, academia, busimeasd organized labour at national, regional and
continental levels. This can be done through ogjagian annual dialogue on textiles where all takeholders
mentioned above shall converge at one destinatia@valuate the performance of the industry sidsitg the
textile education sector, since they depend on edwdr to grow.

Vii. In order to clean the local market of inferior iked, the GoG through MOTI should market the Ghana
as an ethical source of goods, requiring commitrfrem business and governments to eliminate swepsshn
order to capture a share of the “Fair Trade” maespiecially in relation to textiles manufacture;

viil. In dealing with the unpleasant state of textilesoadion, the GoG should commit herself at ensuring
that Textiles Education Institutions in Ghana (batlihe Senior High School and Tertiary Levels) given the
requisite attention they need, in order to be &blstand the test of time. The provision of staddaboratories
for practical works which includes Weaving Loomglaheir Accessories, yarns and fabrics, gas stalgss
and their auxiliary chemicals, pans and pots feftimg wax, dewaxing and dyeing. Senior High Schdbht
hitherto offered Textiles as a subject; but haeped because of the lack of the necessary inpat$ogistics,
will obviously start again, because government rhase provided a solution to that peculiar chaléeng

iX. GoG in collaboration with the textile industry atte textile education institutions should find pbkes
means of coming out with an aggressive strategipréa towards starting the manufacture of non-woaeed
technical textiles in Ghana. If it is realised, timpes and aspirations of the textile industry wdag rekindled,
because it would generate massive employment, antdyas a result, motivate more students to rexzfilds.
The textile education institutions then would grisem strength to strength and their teachers waealgp their
jobs.

It is envisaged that, if the government of Ghantategise and considers the above mentioned
recommendations, coupled with some of the measshiesis currently taking to mitigate the problemtlod
textile industry in Ghana, textile education in Gaawvill be back on its feet again.
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