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Abstract

This research mainly focuses on the relationshipiéen environment and people’s identity by cerzedion of
communicative aspects of residential environmeriere is this potential to find out the dwellexntity, and
this is where we come to the confluence of housing identity. Therefore, it is significant to firmut the
residents’ attitudes considering their residenddé® concept that enables individuals to retainrtheutines,
costumes, habits and memories makes the focusooiihg and identity” a crucial and feasible reseatbject.
The case studies are selected among high-quality lamw-quality neighborhoods in Kaliland zone in
Gazimagusa, one of the five districts of Northern Cyprirs.this survey questionnaires are used in order to
explore residents’ interests, personality and ielahips. This research is done based on the ptagcof home
identity, communicating identity and self-perceptidConsequently, the significant aspects in crgatiome
identity will be discussed, and finally, the resgawill conclude the key role of memory, persoredttires and
backgrounds in defining identity.

Keywords. Housing, Dwelling, Identity, Residential Environnten

1. Introduction

As a need to explain the concept of dwelling, gémerally a place of comfort and welfare, and \whare could
take refuge after finishing daily works, difficidd and routines (Borzooeian, 2014). Housing stubiese
always had a significant role in recognizing thelgems of current dwellings and the requirementsfiture
housing (Preiser, 1989). Furthermore, it is possitol find out people’s thoughts and feelings abibngtr
residences as an expression of identity. Physival@ments and possessions, therefore, can bméaiums
by which people perceive each other and expresssthiges (Goffman, 1959). This paper mainly focusethe
meanings and features that people attribute ta theellings in Famagusta, Northern Cyprus. A dwgli
including its features and attachments, contaimsesmformation about the dwellers, their persoaatds and
lifestyle. But it gets even more interesting tadfisimilarities in people’s thoughts and perceptishgn they are
evaluating their own or other’s social status afektyle. This goal can be reached according torinétion
from the interior or exterior of people’s homes [8h & Mackenzie, 2000). Domestic dwellings, asdestial
environments, contain the confluence of personate® and social/economic circumstances (Erringt®83).
In fact, there are hidden aspects and featuressidential environments. It is possible to read thformation
through dwellings which give us self-concepts. Gfstyle and where we live, therefore, help usieeh this
self-concept about ourselves. Rapoport has pomtiethat “identity” depends on culture and housingl is one
of the factors which help people know who they @ancan, 1982). Humans occupy and appropriate eespa
and convert it to a place through allocating syreb®he idea of ‘home’ is basically symbolic, whicfiltrate
all aspects of human-environment relationship.ythisolizes a spatial or physical condition on onechand
habitual and social conditions on the other hand. Al60 have “Comparison”, which has an importafg o
creating human knowledge. Humans define themséivesmparison with each other. It is not possilleus to
have personal, subgroup or national identity iratextual vacuum. When there is some measure dfatar
identification, consequently there is an expressibeense of personalization in that environmemnsidering
“home” as an origin, it provides us the potent@ldevelop our personal being by making us awareuof
identity through understanding local traditions augtoms (Terkenli, 1995). This is the main poitend to
take advantage from in this research.

2. Literature

As mentioned before, changes in people’s surrogneivironment can affect their identity (Spelleakt2002).
Identity expression has also been considered asfongortant aspects of home (Despres, 1991; Md2060).
It is proved that people value familiar and donmestbjects since they can read information abountieves
and the others in them. They can express theiropatsand social identity through these objects (lesmee,
1987). It might be furniture and decoration whieipresent an individualistic approach to identity éifestyle
(Gram-Hanssen & Beck-Danielsen, 2004).

Historically, a remarkable amount of research hesnbgeared toward housing strategies. Importarjestsb
such as occupants, their feelings and views, &isip €motions, physical and psychological needesmential
environments have always been the focus of resesrdhost researches about housing and identity Btzm
theoretical basics. Many environmental psycholsgistiuding Manzo, Gustafson, Fabian, Proshansky, a
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Kaminoff believe in the concept of place-identigythough they might have different perspectivesnivaf the
previous theories debate the relationship betwkerotcupants and the residential environments,ecdrating

on place attachment, sense of place or place tgeadi a separate issue instead of focusing on takition.
Although these perspectives refer to the relatierwben human and place, the connection between ithetifi
unclear or do not completely include all aspecthuwhan’s emotional relation with place (Manzo, 2003here
are some distinctions and diversities between diiewing terms “home”, “dwelling” and “house” as Lige
(2009) mentions.

Home - The word “home” goes back to a long time ago, aR000 years (Brink, 1995). Its initial meaning was
likely the place of man’s origin. But after the tei@nth century it referred to one’'s own domesticiing
(Gifford, 2002). The word “home” may have deep niegs for some people. A variety of economic andadoc
relations are needed in order to reach sense oéHh@amadam, 2003). It has psychological, sociatuall and
physical dimensions in it (Benjamin, Stea, & Sall895). Després (1991) mentions 10 meanings ardrésaof
home based on former research studies; Home asot@md security, reflection of one’s values andais,
modifying one’s dwelling, continuity and permanenadationships with friends and family, centeragtivities,
indicator of personal status, refuge from the al@svorld, material structure, and a place to own.

Dwelling - Rapoport (1995) and Coolen, Kempen & Ozaki (20@aguss the word “dwelling” to use as a
research term instead of “home”. According to dictiries, “dwelling” means “housing that somebodhgdiin”.
This word underlines a significant relation betwaean and environment in phenomenology (Norberg-Bthu
1991). Coolen, Kempen & Ozaki (2002) believe tht tord “house” refers to the physical structuréjlev
“home” refers to the relationship between people twat physical structure.

House - According to Blunt & Dowling (2006), the word “hsimg” can have many meanings; however, “home”
may be its main meaning. Housing is generally eelato some other areas of life and concurs with an
employment path. In dictionaries, “housing” mearesidences” or “providing a residence”. “Accommaaolalt

is also a synonym of the word. Housing refers tildings and physical structures built to accommedzgople.
These buildings and physical structures includéasocultural and personal meanings. In this regeahe main
factors which create meanings attached to the hgusinit and neighborhood are physical and social
environment (Hauge, 2009). Thus, considering homa @rocess and the only one of many significatimins
housing is the reason to base this research arotieept of “housing”.

This is also significant to define and know the agpts of “communication” and “home identity”.

Communication - The house’s meaning originates in its setting aimaracteristics. The outside physical and
social environment influences on feelings abouthtbese (Clapham, 2005). On the other hand, a neigbbd
which may differentiate among people can also bkiéntial to the identity and lifestyle of its rdeints.
According to Beck-Danielsen and GramHanssen (20@&pple make connections between residential
neighborhoods and symbolic values. Individuals faaarious social worlds have different housing ctinds in
terms of factors such as neighborhood’s social @ngical features, indoors and decorations, andsizaping
styles (Duncan, 1985). Previously, research hasodstrated that people assess social class andhweafalt
residents based on where they live (Gifford, 20Q@®ation, building exterior, and also material$phgeople
realize the personality of residents. As an ingamesidents can be described as cold, warm artistnon-
artistic according to different building materials styles (Sadalla & Sheets, 1993). Different deghiural styles

in residential buildings show different ranges ntimacy and friendliness among the residents. Rstance,
Farm- Tudor-style houses can indicate friendliestdents, while Tudor- and colonial-style houses iodicate
highest status residents, according to Nasar (1989)nterior spaces we can also expect such s
between interior styles and social attributes (@fils& Mackenzie, 2000). Thus, physical environmesmts
known as having communicative and illustrative niegs associated with social attributes, personalitgocial
status, and these may be concerned as aspectsmainhigdentity (Hauge, 2007). People behave and speak
through mediums. These mediums may include ad&syitinterests, and physical environment (Hauge9200
Residents can be judged based on visible cluescaipil as indications of identity by outsiders (Estiad,
2002).

“The spatial world in which we live tells us who wee. We find our self within it, we respond taitd it reacts

to us, and by manipulating it we affirm our perdaga(Robinson, 2006).

A home can reflect identity based on the fact ttmatse and interior design are both selectable (Rapal985).

If those are not selected, then that is not homeempeople are poor, they may probably not haveadissibility

to choose their environment, although they carn stiperience having a home. Better opportunitiey ina
offered for self-presentation by homeownership #mdugh housing (Hauge, 2009). But as Paadam (2003)
argues, home identity is not only limited to owndtsople who own their dwellings have this freedorohoose
their surroundings and this can be the reason wbyple prefer owning their dwellings (Agnew, 1981).

Home I dentity - Identity features many fields and discourses sixcholitics, marketing, and self-help literature.
According to Jenkins (2008), without knowing otlpeople and having some ideas about who we aréuiman
world would be unimaginable. Identity can be redat® human capacity, and originated in language.
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Identification can be done through many criteriafactors; embodiment, answers to questions, larguag
clothing, accidental or incidental revelation ofoirmation, and information from third parties. Humsause this
cognitive mechanism to sort out themselves andr tbempanions. ldentification is a matter of alldcgt
meanings which always include social interaction.includes agreement, disagreement, negotiation and
communication about differences and similaritieaifgle, 2009). It is possible to search for identigylifestyle
choices which also have significant implications iousing (Clapham, 2002). Living in a specificaypf house
or in a neighborhood can be considered as havspugaial lifestyle and people may find it as an espion of
identity. Giddens (1991) argues that lifestyle isumified series of practices of an individual sinttey
accomplish utilitarian needs and also give matdoiah to a special tale of self-identity. Thesegices include
some routines such as modes of behaving, clotkiating and etc. Lifestyle can be used to explaoewsets of
identity in everyday life. Thus, lifestyle can egps identity (Chaney, 1996). In modern social lifieljviduals
get more involved with lifestyle choices among aetg of options (Giddens, 1991). Festinger (195tajed that
people realize and validate identity aspects imdedves by considering their own behaviors andastiPeople
can alter their actions to fit their attitudes, afrange attitudes to fit their behaviors. Therefdfestinger’s
Cognitive dissonance theory demonstrates that hguaind interior may change people. This means p&opl
view of themselves can be influenced by making gkaim the physical environment. Depressing chanmges
people’s spatial environment can even affect neghtitheir identities (Speller et al, 2002).

It is possible to conclude many different desigplications from the theories that focus on thetiefabetween
home and occupant. It is a necessity to pay atterit aspects of place meaning which are assoctatéioe
specific community when working in a special contex with specific populations, in order to createsign,
and build suitable dwelling options. All individgalith different ages and with any background gresience
are somehow connected to their residential envieorima Studies of hunter-gatherer societies denatasthat
an individual's turf provides him/her privacy, seity, intimacy, identity and protection from stre8&hen we
cross the threshold, we feel being in a proteativelosure of memories which helps maintain our gaasand
this is why we find our homes so precious and JdkigGallagher, 1993). Gallagher’'s research hasqardhe
significance of home for individuals, although meagnwithin the place may not always be positive.rbtver,
an adequate and supportive housing can be creategpécific population groups through using thecemt of
housing as identity by designers, developers aadngrs. Many of theories surrounding identity givierity to
design concepts and implications related to housiingse theories are mostly based on the ideasroélas
identity (Lien, 2009). As an instance, Manzo’s (2P@heory underlines how people choose environments
Individuals choose environments which provide doratand continuity, and fit their self-concept. Vhalso
expect the environment to meet daily needs anditédei self-development. When places are considered
symbols of life events, individuals should be akamirto have their memorable environment and liveecho it,
or, revisit their home environment for special @gellVe can find design implications also in Twigégrss and
Uzzell's (1996) identity theory. Self-identificatioincludes a feeling of locality as a large partitofn the
residence. It should be noticed when bringing wations for alternating care facilities and housidgwanted
alterations in the physical environment may cauoss teaction. Thus, the self may be threatenechtgsirable
emotional disruptions. Individuals’ sense of idgntan be significantly influenced by the changéthe home
environment (Twigger-Ross and Uzzell, 1996). Acaagdto Proshansky et al. (1983), it is significaot
maintain a sense of identity in home environments @among residents. Because social and physicafitids
are formed during time and might be connected herénvironments. Since individuals’ place identign be
represented through spatial past of them, theabiedividuals can be defined by the meanings amglications
found in the physical setting and through how wiedly qualify as supporting physical systems. Whemd
transforms from a single-family to a multi-familyngronment, the behavioral changes which accomsay
transformation and relocation can be seen accdydifitpis transition therefore needs to be mediatedhat
residents do not feel a sense of isolation or diodt in their living environment. Hence, it is imgant to
consider flexibility in the environment to let rdsnts act according to their habits, routines, abitities. A
better sense of place can be fostered simply bingd&sbme supplements to the residence, like progigasier
access to tool in kitchen. It can maintain the vidlials’ well-being in the home environment. The
environmental modifications are also significanheTresidents can be allowed to personalize theicesp
according to their taste and preferences. By tlaig, \the main goal which is affirmation of the inidival’s self-
identity can be reached (Proshansky et al. (1983).

3. Field study

Two case studies are selected in Kaliland zoneaimdgusta. The first one which is considered fanyoasla
high-quality and luxury apartment complex in thisye is Northern Land. The second case includegjlaality
apartments of the opposite side of the main roagl.itAs shown in the following images, case studies
neighborhoods. Fig. 1, Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 show lKalil zone, Northern Land apartments, and low quality
apartments. Thus, we will compare high-quality émd-quality cases in the following. To collect dathout
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these comparative case studies, | used questi@sndihe results of the survey can be generalizesimdar

conditions and contexts (Yin, 2003)
| A -

Figure 3. Low-quality apartments

Northern Land apartments (high-quality case) - This residential complex includes several blockstaming
modern, well-furnished, big size apartments. Agttiiral standards are well met in this complex.(&)gWith
very high prices for renting or purchasing, thisnpdex is known as one of the most luxury ones im&gusta.
The rent price in these apartments, for instarscabout 6000-7500 dollars yearly which is quitessgive in
this area.

Figure 4. Northern Land, Kaliland zone

Low-quality apartments of Kaliland (low-quality case) - These apartments are located right in the oppsisite
of Northern Land apartments and they are builtiamdsted by different owners. See Fig. 5. | asskkse@sing
quality in this area as a part of my previous regearhese apartments mainly have significant tatale
problems in a variety of aspects and suffer frook laf standards (Borzooeian, 2014). The rent fridhis area
is about 2500-4000 dollars yearly. This area inetudld and small apartments in comparison with iNwrt
Land complex.
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Figure 5. Low-quality apartments, Kaliland zone

Since this research is based on residents’ sdisfiacand as mentioned before, using questionnairas
required. Using questionnaires in this survey midleasy to find out how residents feel and thinkwaththeir
apartments and what opinions they have. Througin #imswers we will be able to realize the relati@miween
housing and identity in our special cases. Thetrewire contains a range of questions, from imizmts’ age,
sex, education, income, etc. to their current awchér housing conditions, priorities, their feelialgout theirs
apartments, and etc. (Hauge, 2009). 30 questi@®maire gathered from the residents of each casdlyt60.
The percentage of male/female informants is 50s54lly.

For instance, one question is; thinking about hatisBed you are with your apartment, what quaitee
important to you, and does your apartment havestgealities? Then the questionnaire provides infomm
several qualities in the following. Same quest®asked about their neighbourhood.

4. Results
The following table demonstrates the differencesvben two cases based on the two-tailed T-Test.

Variable A: High-quality case B: Low-quality case
N Mean SD N Mean SD t-value df

Income 49 3.79 1.442 52 2.59 1.362 4.293*  97.664
Education 54 3.95 1.306 45 2.48 1.310 5.567*  93.704
Children at home 59 1.11 .975 57 231 1.141 -6.680%1.10.01

6
Years in dwelling 53 2.18 1.266 50 7.58 5.621 -6.636** 53.686
Satisfaction 53 3.75 1.114 55 2.32 1.265 6.240*  105.16
neighborhood 1
Satisfaction 60 3.53 1.586 59 2.15 1.246 5.282** 111.58
apartment 8
Home feeling 56 3.57 1.545 52 2.63 1.316 3.411** 5.28

8
Moving plans 55 3.65 1.364 46 1.73 1.466 6.765**  93.087

*=Significant at .05, **=significant at .01, ***=gnificant at .001

Table 1. T-test results, differences between tvee ciudies.

There are outstanding differences in some asp&bts.variables are measured on a five-point scablerl
shows that there is a higher level of residensfattion as well as moving plans in the high-qyadiase. It is
demonstrated that the years of dwelling in the ¢padity case are more than the same factor in itgte-duality
case. As another example, there is a higher sénglace in the high-quality case as the factor ‘kof@eling’
shows. Another question which is asked in the dguesaire is about the awareness of residents abloat their
dwelling and neighborhood may say about who they &he results show that 50% of informants havenbee
aware of it in case A and 40% in case B. But winey tare asked about whether this matter is impbttathem

or not, 60% of them declared its importance in dased 45% in Case B.

Conclusion

Theories related to social and physical environnfiemh the basis of place identity. As theoreticeicdssions
mainly emphasize social aspects, the physical enwient is neglected. According to Twigger-Ross dadell
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(1996), there is a dynamic relationship betweeidesdial environments and identity processes. Tipeseesses
develop in dealing with the environment. Identitbemn remarkably includes and sustains the envirohnfen
Hayden (1995) argues, identity and memory are bidsd. The memory manifests itself in place andoives
social aspects of environment.

According to Relph (1976), home is the place ofatgst personal significance in our life. The ursmikcious
intentionality which determines “place” as centérhoiman experience significantly includes the esseof
place, where we can find consciousness of the plagewere born and grew up in, or where we live .nbis
association forms a source of cultural and indigidsecurity and identity. Therefore, home is anrappate
setting to study and look for identity. It can eeaknd inspire many meanings such as an individbatlplace,
nationality, or feelings and emotions like belorggor happiness (Moore, 2000). As Lien (2009) mergjavhen
creating new theories in this regard, it is siguwifit to consider that how identity is formed. AR @ur
experiences including feelings, attachment to rsghood and community, interior spaces of the hoame,
social identity can be dominant in giving meanirgsidentity. In addition to many aspects of indivéds
identity, it may change over time. The identity aihican be influenced by sense of place may chande a
transform according to individual’s life changesstates.
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