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Abstract

Beads were probably the first durable ornamentsamupossessed. Intriguing objects that one mustheskasic
question of what, where, when and how wheneventanasting bead is encountered. Robert K. Liu itiDudL-
S (1995:9). This is because there are bundlesaétsewaiting to be unearthed, their philosophghimlogy,
history; cultural context, economic role and ornatakuse are all points of information one mustawet. Beads
are small pierced or perforated objects usuallyespal that may be strung into necklaces and betzeir
attached to clothing or furnishings. The Englishravbead is derived from the medieval English wdoéde”
meaning prayer. The name was first transferredrimg objects used in prayer, such as the ros§pieyer
beads) and then to other kinds of stung objectsy&opaedia Americana vol. 3 (1970). Beads havgeaua
important role in the beliefs and practices of sgthptic magic, love and fertility charms. Africagtcentre of
ancient civilizations has a lot to contribute te ttevelopment and use of beads. They have beeriluseghout
ages and in virtually every culture not just foroatment but also to express social circumstanchtiqad
occurrences and religious beliefs as a form ofenay or as symbolic embodiment of curative powBeads
are some of the most stunningly attractive andedaitems of jewellery. From the breath taking gidésigns of
ancient Egypt to the exciting renaissance of beaftstnanship taking place today. Beads have beerobthe
most popular forms of personal adornment howebey have been much more than jewellery. Beads bheeer
used throughout the world in countless ways: dsnns in prehistoric and contemporary societiesstatus
symbols in ancient world and in modern Africa: afigious artefacts in the Buddhist, Christian, Hinand
Islamic faith and in the middle ages, as a standsdium of barter in almost every country. Beadrie of the
rich and never — fading assets of the GhanaiamureulfThey can be strung with special threads talywe
artefacts like bangles, necklaces, earrings antiviears in the Ghanaian society. Bead is localbdpced at
Krobo (Somanya) in the Eastern region. Beads amenta Ghana from a mixture of clay and broken bettl
with various colorants and passed through fire.r@fae other forms of bead: Seeds, wood, bone®r
plastic. Beads can be used for every occasiondaliiyrdepend on the colour and most importantlgtdrcolour
for joyous moments and dark colours for sad evénis known that beads distinguished particulandrom the
other in the Ghanaian cultural set — up and th&iuona’ clan of the Akan is characterized by the oEbeads
for both Sexes. Beads help to shape up and broadeaman’s hips and make her buttocks heavy and also
differentiate a man from a woman. Comparing moyalit the use of beads today and long ago, as yiauies
of today do not dress properly as it is only tlwgiones husband who has the authority to see a werhaads.
Beads are used mostly among the female populaggpecially around the waist. Generally beads aed i3
decorate the body. Apart from the waist, beads beaworn as earrings, as necklaces and braceleteeosrist,
and also on the knee, leg and many other partsedbddy. Sometimes the female child is adorned betds at
the joints usually to enhance the development oshape. Huber, (1993). Described how beads akingbe
various rites of passage name: The naming cerembthe Krobos, in the dipo, marriage and death.dBesre
used during puberty rites such as Bragoro of thangk Gbotowowo of the Ewes (Eveawo) and Dipo of the
Krobos. Beads are used to decorate the dead witeim Istate while some also use it to bury theiadleBeads
use is most popular among sections of the Ga — @was, notably among the Krobos. The Krobos usexite
beads, they dug for beads from the ground in tlideahdays, but this concept of beads found fromeunrthe
earth has perhaps led the contemporary produceysguheir beads in the ground for a year or sdtfto cure.
This they believe gives the beads longer life aaduty. Among the many places that beads are prdduace
Ghana are Odumase — Krobo, Asuafua — Asamang, elius@a Bamase where beads are made in almost every
household.

Key words. Beads, Beadwork, Beading, Beadier, Kiln, Chevreads.
1. Introduction

A Bead is a small decorative object that is usupigrced for threading or stringing. Beads rangsize from
under 1 millimetre (0.039m) to over 1 centimetre880n) in diameter. A pair of beads, Nassarius sed shells
approximately 100,000 years old, is thought toHgedarliest known examples of jewellery. Beadshmmoven
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together with specialized thread strung onto thimasbft flexible wire or to a surface like fabdc clay.

Beads may be divided into several types of oveitapgategories based on the different criteria sash
component materials, manufacturing process, plageedod of origin, surface patterning and genatzpe.
Beads can be made of many types of materials. aHe& beads were made of convenient natural maéter
when found, these could be readily drilled and shag\s human technology became capable of obtaiming
working with more difficult natural materials, ttesvere added to the range of available substatt@sodern
manufacturing, the most common bead materials a@dwplastic, glass, metal and stone. Bead hasathia
status in our society. There is an increased awaseeamong the youth thus playing virtual role ia tise of
beads today.

Beads are no longer viewed primarily as being deednly traditional cultural purposes and funcBosuch as
adornment for chiefs, for puberty rites and outélwpceremonies only. Today they are used by almestyone
in society. Beads play active role in the adornnmafnthe user’s appearance. Beads differentiate dmtvihe
various ethnic groups and people of different galtbbackgrounds in the Ghanaian society. It is hardrue
that some people in society tend to overlook theoirrance of beads thinking that their functions barequally
replaced with the use of other forms of jewellet@somplement their look.

A Study has revealed that beads are very significathe Ghanaian traditional societies where mgrshothers
put then around the waist, knees, arms and ankldsed babies to prevent evil spirits from influng their
babies. Ritualizes and herbalists also give beadgebple for special protections and healing frarange
diseases.

1.1 Importance of Beads

Beads used effectively seek to communicate not tmlthe wearer but a sense of style to the vieweatso

plays a psychological role on the wearer in retatio his status in a clan or a tribe in societyhds been
observed that a good number of the population hditde knowledge about the use of various beamshow to

use them effectively to achieve a pleasing effités however time that some organizations or fostins tend
to overlook the importance of beads in the variaustures and tribes, thinking that their functionthe role
they play in the society do not really matter.

In the past beads were widely used and patronizéidel Ghanaian society for different functions puodposes.
The introduction of jewelleries made from differenaterials into the Ghanaian market and societyjdba that
beads are used for non-Christian traditional pwpasnly has reduced the number of people who ude an
patronize beads. This appears to be impacting ivefjabn the value and qualities beads have invauious
tribes and clans.

In the light of these problems this research séeksearth the causes of the challenges confrotiiegise of
beads and suggest solutions for their correction.

1.2 Objective of the Study
The aim of this research is to attain the followaigjectives:
« ldentify the problems associated with the use aflisen the Ghanaian society.
< ldentify the exact role beads play in the Ghanaidture.
« Outline the different types of beads and their fioms.
e Suggest ways of using beads appropriately.
2. Resear ch M ethodology

The main instrument used for collecting the needath for this study is largely by the use of a skt
questionnaire. Interviews, observations and figftstwere also employed. The research methodology adopted
in this research is mainly qualitative. Leedy (2D@Xplains that qualitative research encompassesrale
approaches to research that fairly quite diffemfreach other. He further elaborated that qualgataésearch has
two distinguishing features in common.Qualitative research method does not strive ondsiraplification of
issue, rather one of its core tenets is to recegttiat every issue under study has many dimensioddayers
that must be studied and portrayed. This type @litpive research method adopted is descriptigearch
method. The term descriptive research refers tdyihe of research question design and data anahatisvill be
applied to a given topic. According to the Wikipedia (the Free Encyclopaed@D1 descriptive research is
also known as

Statistical research and describes data as welleasharacteristics about the population or phemoméeing
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studied. Descriptive research in its view answhesdquestions who, what, where, when and how. Egpdan

survey on the other hand, is a form of a casualpesative research. It seeks to explain attitudelstahaviours
on the bases of data gathered at a point in tiroe.tD the nature of this research, both types adopted. They
were used to find out people’s view about the loi/beads among the Ghanaians. The questionnaidesosght
to verify what the population under study think abbeads.

2.1 Sample Size / Sample Design)

The Wikipedia (Free Encyclopaedia) 2001, state$ pmpulation refers to the complete set of indiildu
(subjects), objects or events having common obbérveharacteristics in which the research is irstexck
Population may be finite and infinite. The targeipplation in this research covers selected peapléhé
Ghanaian society. They included any person who losads, bead sellers, bead makers, bead wearigfs, ahd
queen mothers.

A sample is a group in the research study on winifdrmation is obtained. The small group that isetved is
called sample and the larger group about whichgiheeralization is made is called a populatioim total
seventy (70) people were sampled. This constitutelied per cent (100%) of the population.

2.2 Instruments Used

The instruments used in acquiring data include adhtgiring appropriate questionnaire to the sampke $hese
include bead sellers, bead makers, and bead weatéess and queens mothers. The questionnaireuses
because it helps to collect the necessary infoondtom the targeted group for the research.

2.3 Source of Data (Data Collection)

Data gathering in survey also requires responsegrégletermined questions by the sample population
respondents. Data was gathered from two main ssunagnely the primary and secondary sources. Tihepy
source of data was gathered with the aid of apmtgguestionnaires, which was sent to the targgtedps.
The researchers designed and administered selfletarpquestionnaire based on the objectives ofsthely.
The main purpose of the questionnaire was to aeslyssponses derived from various respondentsdiagar
their views on the love of beads among Ghanaians.

Observations and field trips were also used toecolihe data at the department of Fashion DesidrTartiles

at Accra and some fashion shops at some parts @bACentral. Secondary data were collected from fashion
books, magazines, unpublished lecture notes, hatgj-articles, officially filed records and fashighops in
relation to the field of the study. The researclase utilized information from the Internet.

3. Reaults

This chapter deals with assemblage of data and/singlthe data collected on the research. Thie mnalyse
the level of awareness of bead types and the &gnide of beads. Also, select beads accordingeio tises. The
aim is to investigate the cultural background @&f tisers and promote the Ghanaian bead culturetiQuesres
were administered to selected group of peoplehirrab obtain the required data for the study.

Sample size of seventy (70) respondents was sdléam the target population and used for the asiglyThis
was aimed at getting the mind-set of Ghanaianglation to the topic. The above figure was congida fair
representation of the total population of the stacha.

3.1 Data Analysis

As indicated in Table 1 gender of the respondentsewmale and female. Eighteen (18) out of seventy
respondents representing 25.7%were males andtfifiy(52) representing 74% are females. It therefpves

the impression that the female students and fedede@ners show more love for beads among Ghantians
their male counterparts.

As shown in table 2, forty-six (46) respondentsrespnting 65.73% werebelow 30 years. Thirteen (13)
respondents representing 18.54% were between laigiysone (31) to forty (40) while the remainingeeén (11)
respondents representing 15.73%were between agg®fe (41) to fifty (50). This shows that a matjpof the
respondents were in their youth.

Table 3 shows the educational background distainutif sampled respondents. It shows that majofitpbthe
respondents representing of 71.42% have tertiangattbn. However, Nine (9) respondents

representing 13% have senior high level of Educatitight (8) of the respondents were middle schdainior
high school (J.S.S) levers representing 11%, whideremaining three (3) representing 4.2% have tiatal /
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technical level education.With majority of the respondents having tertiaryueation, the use of beads will
become more vibrant and it will be passed untonie generation, through educating the Ghanaiaietsoat
large.

3.2 Religious background

In Table 4, Forty-four (44) of the respondents espnting 62.85% are of a charismatic backgroundlewh
seventeen (17) respondents representing 24.28%Oatfeodox Christian, Four (4) of the respondents
representing 5.71% were traditional and Islamic shigppers respectively while the remaining one (1)
respondent representing 1.5% had an oriental ffaithground.

3.3 Leadership Position

On issues relating to leadership position respatsdieold in their churches, Fifty-four (54) repretieg about
77% of the respondents were not in leadership ipasih their various religious groups, while sixte€l6)
respondents representing 22.85% held various Ishigeposition in their various religion.

3.4 Occupation

Data on the occupation of the respondents indidaethirty-five (35) representing about 50% wetedents,
while twenty-six (26) representing about 37% wegkgrs and nine (9) representing about 13% werdesty
workers. As indicated in table 5, sixteen (16) out of seyamsspondents representing about 22.85% were Gas,
while eight (8) of the respondents representinguah®% were Fantis and Akans respectively. Tweny-{22)
respondents representing about 35% are Ewes, #urefpresenting about 6%were Ashantis. Seven (7)
representing ten per cent (10) are Krobos while¢heaining five (5) representing about 7%were Nemrtlers.

In table 6, thirty-eight (38) respondents repreisgnt4.28% had the opinion that a bead is jewell8gventeen
(17) respondents representing 24.28% considerezhd &s a decorative object, twelve (12) of theaedents
representing 17.14% were of the opinion that bead & valuable object; whiles three (3) of the radpots
representing 4.28% had no idea about what it was.

From the above opinions, the majority of the seydr0) respondents consider beads as jewellery piaof
explains why respondents cherish the use of beads.

3.5 Beads, Classification and Interest

In response to the instruction, respondents ticktesl three types of beads they knew, twenty-two (22)
respondents representing 25.73% ticked seed, gladswood beads as the types they knew. Eighteen (18
representing 31.42% selected glass, wood and p&anenteen (17) representing 24.28% choose skxss, and
pearls beads whiles thirteen (13) respondents septimg 18.57% choose wood, pearls and metal b&adsis

a proof that respondents have knowledge abouttyasféeads.

In response to the affection for beads, Sixty-e{@®) of the respondents representing 97.15%hgvesdive
affection for beads, while two (2) of the resportdenrepresenting 2.85% have negative feelings tosvheahds.
This is an indication that majority of the respontdeappreciate the use of beads.

In describing the love of beads among Ghanaiatatahof forty five (45) respondents representidg28%were
of the view that the love of beads was very vib@nbng Ghanaians, while twelve (12) representin@3% of
the respondents have the mind-set that the usearisbin the Ghanaian society is dying away. Thirf@e3)
respondents representing 18.57% thinks that besels® ahing of the past. This shows that majoritythod
respondents (Ghanaians) loves beads and it mainuerthroughout generations yet unborn.

In response to the question on the importance afi®as indicated in table 8, sixty-four (64) of thspondents
representing 91.43% answered positively while €% ¢f the respondents representing 8.57% answered
negatively. This proof that majority of the respents know how important beads are in the Ghanaieiety.

In response to the question on respondents intardséads, fifty-eight (58) of the respondents espnting
82.85% answered positively which shows they hadrést in beads, while twelve (12) of the resporglent
representing 17.15% answered negatives indicated in table 10, twenty-five (25) of thespondents
representing 35.73% suggested that beads are mestly during festivals, fifteen (15) of the respemd
representing 21.42% suggested that beads are usied ciaming ceremony, eighteen (18) of the respotsd
representing 25.71% suggested that beads are wdrdty rites (Dipo) and twelve (12) of the respamde
representing

17.14% suggested that beads are used for fashiongathe youth, whiles there was no response fousigeof
beads during preghancin table 11, twenty (20) of the respondents reprisg 28.57% says beads are worn
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around the neck, twelve (12) of the respondentsesgmting 17.14% says beads are worn around thet, wri
thirteen (13) of the respondents representing 28.5uggested the waist, eight (8) of the respondents
representing 11.46% suggested the ankle, ten (fl@)eorespondents representing 14.28% suggestekindgee
joint and seven (7) of the respondents represeidg suggested that beads are worn in the hair.

In table 9, fifty-eight (58) of the respondentsnegenting 82.85% answered positively, while twegli/2) of the
respondents representing 17.15% answered negafifa/shows that majority of the respondents atersithe
occasion before choosing a bedd.response to the question on what occasion dopyefer to wear beads,
sixteen (16) of the respondents representing 22.85¢% they wear beads to wedding ceremony, fift@Bh of
the respondents representing 21.42% says they tivear to festivals, nine (9) of the respondentses@nting
12.85% says they wear beads for casual activii®q,6) respondents representing 8.57% says they beads
during naming ceremony, nine (9) respondents reptas) 12.85% wear beads for church activitieseaeir)
respondents representing 10% wear beads on alsioosaand eight (8) respondents representing 11 dtb%ot
wear beads for any occasion.

In table 13, eleven (11) respondents representh@l% looks out for the size of a bead, thirty-f@@4)
respondents representing 48.57% looks out for teuc of the bead, six (6) respondents represer8ibg%
looks out for the weight of a bead and nineteer) (@Spondents representing 27.15% looks out fontaterial
use in making the bead before choosing a bead.

To find out the type of beads used when a chibgiag en-stooled, the following were the respondenfioices:

In response to the question on beads for enstod)meenty (20) respondents representing 28.57% s#00
gemstone beads, twelve (12) respondents repregehfidi 5% choose metal beads and thirty-eight refpue
representing 54.28%choose gold beads.

In finding out the reasons for choosing a partictyge of beads, forty-two (42) of the respondesfwresenting
60% says that they choose a particular bead becdilmsmy attractive the bead looks, while ten (J&presenting
14.28% says they consider the symbolic meaning loéad before choosing it and eighteen (18) reptiegsen
25.72% says they have no reasons for choosingtiaydar type of beads.

In table 15, forty-eight (48) respondents reprdasgn®8.57%answered that it is true that beads @rsgecial
protection and healings, while twenty-two (22) m@sgents representing 31.43% says it is false. bieta6,
sixty-seven (67) of the respondents representing285 answered positively, while three (3) represgi.28%
answered negatively. This proofs that the respaisdare interested in learning the art of beadind s
significance.

As indicated in Table 17, forty-nine (49) of thespendents representing 70% answered in the pasiitixee(5)

of the respondents representing 7.15% answerechénnggative, while sixteen (16) of the respondents
representing 22.85% answered somehow. This sugthedtsnajority of the respondents are willing t@mpote

the love of beads thus it has a future.

Testing for the support for using beads, forty-n{d8) of the respondents representing 70% who amrsive
positively say that the love for beads among Glamsihave a future because it is part of the culbdre
Ghanaians and it must be promoted. It also createployment for the youth; it modifies the Ghanaian
traditional way of life: it also enhances tourismthe country by changing the economy and bringihgut
foreign attraction and promotes business.

Five (5) of the respondents representing 7.15% #agjs choose No because the youth these days deaho
beads; due to the influence of foreign culture dseare also becoming very expensive to patronigsetidays.
Sixteen (16) of the respondents representing 22.85%wered somehow due to the fact that the modern
generation is doing away with traditions of ouristies, it is also fading away and insufficient edtion on the
significance and uses of beads.

In suggesting ways in which bead culture could behér developed, forty-eight (48) of the resporsgen
representing 68.57% said that Education shouldibeEngrom the basic school level and also by prangpit
uses through modern day fashioiiwelve (12) of the respondents representing 17.%896 that the quality of
material used in making beads should be enhanasat$fairs and exhibitions should be promoted.

Ten (10) of the respondents representing 14.28%dsthat beads should be exported to other cosnaigea
foreign exchange; more colour techniques; governrskould encourage traditional festivals and beadring
day and by making noise about beads through theusforms of advertisement.

In table 18, sixty-two (62) of the respondents espnting 88.57% answered positively and eight (8he
11
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respondents representing 11.43% answered negatiVeig shows that majority of the respondents will
recommend the use of beads to othémssoliciting the opinions of the respondents conirgy the topic “The
love of beads among Ghanaians”, thirty-eight (&he respondents representing 54.28% indicatetdftintner
should be carried out in the future by other stisléor more exposure on topic. They further stated this
topic would help to bring back the value of beadthe Ghanaian society.

Twenty (20) of the respondents representing 28.5%ed that beads promote the Ghanaian cultureesridle
Ghanaian proud and outstanding. Therefore it shbetsbme part of the school syllabus to be taughh fbasic
school level to the university level; they also iadd that further research should be conductedtialifferent
connotations of beads among Ghanaian cultures.Aslganti and merge all the similarities to enable youth
appreciate beads. More production factories shbaldbuilt to serve as employment avenues for then@ha
youth. Twelve (12) of the respondents represerttihd5% did not share the above opinions.

4. summary of Findings

This study was aimed at researching into the Ideeads among Ghanaians. Different people havéedaout
studies about beads in general. The previous Stuthee discovered that bead art has become patteof
Ghanaian way of life. Beads can serve so many papd the Ghanaian society. It is therefore ingmirthat
one puts much into education on beads to help pthem from one generation to another generation.

The problem of this study is the justification bétexistence of beads among the Ghanaian. ltag@lassess its
readiness to face the challenges of the day asaséls preparedness for the future especiallyimvithe context
of current trends of globalization. In doing tHisis study looks at the socio-cultural, economatigious and as
well as political relevance in the times of todal deyond.

Even though the Ghanaian has been noted for beatbus very long time, such questions as; doestitere
still exist, or is it only a legend? How alive Ieetlove of beads in Ghana? What is the interes guth in the
preservation of its culture? If not, why and whahde done to reverse the trend? Can the loveasfsbstand
the test of time verse globalization? How vibranthie bead industry in support of the culture? iHgst what it
takes to compete on the global market? If not, wh#tie way forward? These are serious questicatsnéred to
be answered hence, this research.

4.1 Conclusions

In conclusion, this study or research has estaddistihat there are different opinions about beadsngm
Ghanaians. This difference in opinion was found doethe inadequate knowledge about the value and
significance of beads without considering the arjgize, weight, colour, and material used in mgkire beads.

After careful observation and studies, it was mealithat people generally do not know the compeanehbeads.
This is mostly due to the general lack of knowledgebeads. These studies on the problems seektify the
mistakes when it comes to the use of beads. Theseb®a some toning down in the vibrancy perhaps when
compared with some periods in the past but nobbdyld be under the illusion that the love of bead®ng
Ghanaians is dead. It is alive. This does not aigggest that it very well with the patronage ofdsamong
Ghanaians. There is the need to do something {o tkeefire burning on the Ghanaian youth.

It is on this note that the researcher invites tgoread this essay and join in to celebrate the twhbeads among
Ghanaians by patronizing beads produced in Ghankestl one has the technology, the great wealtlciassd
with beads may remain unprofitable. That is why rémgearcher is inviting all and sundry to join hamaogether
in exploring the potential of the bead industryotigh direct and indirect investment.

4.2 Recommendations

It is suggested that the study on beads shouldhddaded in the curriculum for all levels of studspecially
starting from the Junior High School or the Setayh school. There is the need for educational rrognes on
bead craft through the media, symposia and fas$limws to create the much needed public awarenetizeon
love of beads in relation to their various Ghanaialtures, significance and value.

There is also the need for training of speciaiistoead crafts and art. Bead show or Bead and &astiows,
Fashion fairs and Exhibitions could be organisebeésd makers, bead sellers, fashion designerstaddnss’
clubs at different schools and communities.

Establishment of a National Bead Technology Cerfhés Centre is to be established by the state istriEt
Assemblies through the assistance of Centres ftioiNa culture, the Export promotion council aneithallied
agencies among other things to help the reseateiBgads and the Bead culture.
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This will ultimately promote the study of beadslbaeis a cultural and economic product for the expuatket.
The bead culture and the bead industry is a potatibnal asset and should be treated as such. Bestivals:
Bead promotion programmes culture can take the fofnannual bead festivals. Bead is a vibrant touris
attraction, which is left woefully undeveloped. Baear, scores of foreigners mostly Americans amfeans
visit the producing bead areas in Ghana and thikldee a good time to sell bead products.

The fear of the researchers is that because thestirydis undeveloped, if left in the hands of a,fevestly not

highly schooled, there is the likelihood that thewauld be a systematic depletion of the authenhartaian bead
reserves. This is because the individuals conttousell their inherited authentic beads as antiqudsch are

inherited, to the foreign tourists in an uncoortithmanner. However, it is the opinion of the resleers that,
the bead culture and industry will be organized dag and well packaged. This will bring extensienéfits in

terms of employment to the Ghanaian youth.

Notes: Note 1.
Table 1: Gender of respondents
Gender Frequency Percentage
Male 18 25.73
Female 52 74.27
Total 70 100
Table 2: Age of respondents

Age Frequency Percentage
Under 30 46 65.73
31-40 13 18.54
41-50 11 15.73
Total 70 100

Table 3: Educational background
Level of Education Frequency Percentage
Middle school/ J.S.S 8 11.46
Vocational / Technical 3 4.28
Senior high school 9 12.85
Tertiary 50 71.42
Total 70 100

Table 4: Religious background
Background Frequency Percentage
Traditional 4 5.71
Orthodox Christian 17 24.28
Charismatic 44 62.85
Oriental faith 1 1.47
Islam 4 5.71
Total 70 100
Table 5: Ethnicity

Tribes Frequency Percentage
Ga 16 22.85
Fanti 8 11.42
Akan 8 11.42
Ewe 22 31.46
Ashanti 4 5.71
Northerners 5 7.14
Krobo 7 10
Total 70 100
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Table 6: Opinion on what is a bead
Opinions Frequency Percentage
A bead is a jewellery 38 54.28
A bead is a decorative object 17 24.28
A bead is a valuable object 12 17.14
No idea 3 4.28
Total 70 100
Table 7: Ghanaian’s love for beads
Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 68 97.15
No 2 2.85
Total 70 100
Table 8: Importance of beads
Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 64 91.43
No 6 8.57
Total 70 100
Table 9: Interest in beads
Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 58 82.85
No 12 17.15
Total 70 100
Table 10: Areas where beads are used

Areas Frequency Percentage
Festivals 25 35.73
Naming ceremony 15 21.42
Dipo 18 25.71
Pregnancy - -
Fashion among the youth 12 17.14
Total 70 100

Table 11: Part of the body where beads are used
Parts Frequency Percentage
Neck 20 28.57
Wrist 12 17.14
Waist 13 18.57
Ankle 8 11.46
Knee joint 10 14.28
In the hair 7 10
Total 70 100

Table 12: Occasions
Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 58 82.85
No 12 17.15
Total 70 100
Table 13: Things you look out for

Items Frequency Percentages
Size 11 15.71
Colour 34 48.57
Weight 6 8.57
Material 19 27.15
Total 70 100
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Table 14: Beads for Enstoolment of chiefs
Types Frequency Percentage
Pearls - -
Gemstone 20 28.57
Metal beads 12 17.15
Gold beads 38 54.28
Total 70 100
Table 15: Religious beliefs
Response Frequency Percentage
True 48 68.57
False 22 31.43
Total 70 100
Table 16: Art of beading and its significance

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 67 95.72
No 3 4.28
Total 70 100

Table 17: Future of beads
Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 49 70
No 5 7.15
Somehow 16 22.85
Total 70 100

Table 18: Recommending the use of beads

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 62 88.57
No 8 11.43
Total 70 100
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