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Abstract

This paper examines the remote and immediate fadhat propelled the expulsion of Nigerian migraintsn
Ghana in November 1969. While the paper observasjalousy and xenophobia played important rates i
instigating the expulsion order, it notes that keg consideration that informed the Ghanaian actias the
economic depression experienced in the countrybleta the high rate of youth unemployment withire t
country. The study further notes that the actiosufght positive and negative impacts on the Nigenation but
spelled doom for the cocoa and retail busines®eeof the Ghanaian economy in the immediate pgstision
period. The paper concludes that though Ghana hadadienable right to expel aliens from her temyt the
haste involved in the order and the in-human digposof Ghanaian law enforcement agents to theodeps
left much to be desired. Nigerian migrant stocksalso enjoined to seek necessary clarificatiogarcéng entry
and stay permits in their various countries of dnlmito avoid similar losses and embarrassmenbiridn
countries in the future.

Background I nfor mation

As far back as the early twentieth century, Nigesidnad been well-established in Ghana and had
contributed immensely to the socio-economic develemt of Ghana before and after independence. Aswprd
to Cardinall, Nigerians constituted the largesgkrgroup of immigrants resident in Ghana as afl198depoju
argues that Ghana’s relative affluence at that fime made her the “gold coast” for thousands of igmamts
from West Africa, particularly Nigeria, Togo and fRina Fasd. The successful exploits of Nigerian migrants as
traders, cocoa farmers, farm labourers and farmractors, factory workers as well as menial workirs
construction sites ensured a further influx of mbligerians into Ghana between 1931 and 1960. Hehee,
population of Nigerians in Ghana increased geowalyi from 57,400 in 1931 to 191,802 in 1860

It is not surprising therefore that beginning fréime mid-1960’s, the overwhelming migrant stock of
Ghana’s population became a matter of concernHerindigenous Ghanaian population who subsequently
mounted enormous pressures on government for isedeaarticipation of native peoples in the econdifecof
their country. The net result of this indigenization clamours@lyanaians came to the fore towards the end of
1969 when the migrants became first-count scapsgdat the economic misfortune of large-scale
unemployment that had befallen Ghana. These alimastly Nigerians, were quickly accused of posirtgraat
to the economic survival of the country

In order to deal with the problem of Ghana’s econitomalaise, attributed largely to the presence and
dominance of the migrant stock in Ghana’s econayoyernment decided to introduce a number of intaiua
policies aimed essentially at controlling the numbé immigrant population and restricting the exsecof
certain activities by non-nationals. One of suclices was the “Aliens Compliance Order” of 18 Naveer,
1969. Though the Order affected some migrants fromroWest African Countries such as Togo, Burkina
Faso, and Ivory-Coast, a majority of the victimsrev&oruba’s from South-Western Nigeria humberingub
140,000, out of an estimated 191,00Bigerian immigrant stock in Ghana then. Ghanataited the expulsion
order which they regarded as “a patriotic moveamgr jobs for Ghanaians and rid the country afies.

It should be observed however that agitation fepattation of “aliens” or “strangers”, as the fgnei
migrants were referred to by Ghanaian nativestestaaround the mid-20century. In 1932, during the cocoa
hold-up crisis, the Nigerian cocoa farmers in AkyAbuakwa opposed the local cocoa hold-up led bykthg
of the town against the European fiffhsThis instigated a far-reaching resolution of then at a meeting of
Okyeman in 1935. Then, the traditional council arglee colonial government to ensure that “troublesns!
(referring to the migrants) were kept out of AkyAtmuakwa. The resolution reads as follows:

Okyeman consider that it is now time that peoptenf Nigeria and other
places should be made amenable to the customasydathe various states
in which they reside and that any act of insubatiim on the part of any
such strangers should, with the sanction of Govenimbe punished by
deportation-.
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As a follow-up to the above resolution, local besis people in the town formed the National Crusadéhe
Protection of Ghanaian Enterprise which opposedategn entrepreneufrs
Apart from these economically-instigated agitagiofor the expulsion of aliens from Ghana,
championed by the citizens, there were also caiseficially-inspired deportation of individual Nagians from
Ghana between 1957 and 1961 for political reasanledthe leadership of Kwame Nkrumah, pressureghtor
expulsion of aliens from the country were initialgpulsed by the Ghanaian government, until orehéugust,
1957 when the Convention Peoples’ Party (CPP) guowent passed the Deportation Act which made itl lfga
the government to expel all foreigners who werenuigk “a threat to the natioli” The axe of the Deportation
Act fell on some wealthy Nigerians like Alufa Osmbardan and Ahmadu Baba who were members of the
opposition Muslim Association Patfy The Ghanaian government deported deported thematw kon 23
August, 195%. Other Nigerians expelled under the Act up to 1B&duded Messrs Samuel Faleye, Buliaminu
Oni and Alhaji Raji Bakarg. This period did mark the onset of expulsion ofiéians from Ghana. But while
these expulsions were targeted at particular iddids, the 1969 expulsion of aliens from Ghana edithe
beginning of mass expulsion from the country. Tkeusion order affected close to 200,000 aliensnffogo,
Mali, Burkina-Faso and Nigeria. Before further asé of the 1969 expulsion from Ghana, it is edaémd
examine the main content of the Compliance Order.
On 19 November, 1969, the government of Ghana naadannouncement that it would enforce the

Aliens Compliance Order by which all aliens withaatlid residence permit were ordered to quit thentcy
within fourteen days, that is, latest by 2 Decemhli®69. The Quit Order which was promulgated byKlo
Busia’'s government earlier on Tuesday, 18 Novenit#89 stated that:

It has come to the notice of the Government thatersg aliens, both

Africans and non-Africans in Ghana, do not posskesrequisite residence

permits in conformity with the laws of Ghana. Thare others, too, who are

engaging in business of all kinds contrary to themt of their visiting

permits. The Government has accordingly directed &l aliens in the first

category, that is those without residence perrshisuld leave Ghana within

fourteen days that is not later than December B91Fhose in the second

category should obey strictly the term of theirrgmiermits, and if these

have expired they should leave Ghana forthwith. Miv@stry of Interior has

been directed to comb the country thoroughly fdadking aliens and aliens

arrested for contravening these orders will betdeitth according to the law
17

Though the Ghanaian government embarked on thelsapuwf aliens to purge the number of “undesirable
elements” in the country, the expulsion order waiswithout exemption. Hence, the order added that:

Special cases of persons who though Aliens wera boGhana and have

lived in the country all their lives and lost coeitavith their countries of

origin as well as persons who though not born lweHived in Ghana many

years will be considered each on its merits praVideey are of good

behaviour and are gainfully employ&d

Meanwhile, official explanations for the expulsi@s offered by the Government of Ghana included the
following:
i. ’ that there were about 600,000 registered unemplimy€thana, which would be relieved by the
expulsion of the aliens;
ii. that the continuing balance of payment deficit wassened by immigrant workers and traders
who remitted home some of their earnings; and
iii. that the aliens engaged in smuggling, especialtjiarhond¥’.
Judging from the above, T.C. McCaskie has obsetivatdthe Expulsion Order, which mostly affected
Nigerians, was ostensibly designed to achieve thnai@ objectives namely to;
i. restore the economy to Ghanaians;

i. “purify” the country; and
jii. curb lawlessness and crinf@”.
A cursory look at the above submissions revealsttieexpulsion order was promulgated to achieamiafour

key objectives. These were to:
i. generate more employment opportunities for the tlegmnemployed Ghanaian nationals;

ii. arrest the worsening balance of payment deficige tlu remittances sent home by immigrant
workers and traders from their earnings;
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iii. curb the economic sabotage of smuggling by aliesigecially diamond, and;
iv. rid the country of lawlessness and crime perpedrizaely by aliens.

A brief discussion of each of these goals is carsid essential for a better understanding of ttienae for the
expulsion order.

One of the most important reasons for the 196%lsign of Nigerians from Ghana in 1969 was to
provide employment opportunities for the teemingemployed Ghanaian nationals. It was the opinion of
government then that by relieving aliens of theing through expulsion, many Ghanaians would befgin
employed. This was expected to lead to a reductidaevel of poverty as well as an improved standartiving
for average Ghanaians. Considering the numberspamgtrs wielded by aliens, especially Nigerianstha
economic life of Ghana, this particular reason ftes a solid justification for the expulsion ofeads in 1969.
Though no accurate statistics exists, the 1960 &Ramsus figures put the number of foreignersdivimGhana
at over 830,008. Adomako-Sarfoh submits that most of these wengcais, mostly Nigerians, who for over
half a century had come to play vital roles in #@®nomic development of Gh&haSamir Amin reports that
this migrant population supplied around 40% of Warkforce in Ghand while theWest Africa substantiates
that it was the aliens who collected refuse, svetqeets, worked on the mines or laboured on theatarmé’.

In the retail trade, the aliens exercised competerol and were responsible for the distributibc@mmodities
to the remote areas of Gh&haAdu Boahen also reports that the Ghanaian econeasyunder complete control
of expatriate firms and companies as “over 90%hefdountry’s import trade was in the hands of ce@sdirms;
96% of the timber concessions were held by expattisnber companies; all the seven gold mines aitidi
the diamond concessions in the country were ownefbteign companies®. Indeed, at the time of the Order,
aliens had infiltrated into all sectors of the emmry and were to be found in all major occupatfans

While the alien population occupied important poss in Ghana’'s economy, it was ironical that over
600,000 Ghanaian citizens were reported to be erishof unemployed citizens in their own coufitnBince
all the previous administrations could not altes theemingly lopsided pattern of economic growtig hew
government of Dr. Kofi A. Busia was determined tsu@re that the “citizens of Ghana play a far biggée in
the commercial and industrial life of the countnpn they do at presefit”

From the above discussion, there is no doubt deanomic considerations largely propelled the
enforcement of the Quit Order on aliens in 1969ieRang the large number of aliens of their jobsswhus
regarded as a way of fixing the unemployed Ghangé@irths in gainful employment. However, whethes thi
particular goal was achieved or not is a mattetiedussion in some other sections of this paper.

Another major factor that informed the expulsidnabens from Ghana in 1969 was to rid Ghana of
lawlessness and crime. In his address to the #hiritan Regional Conference of the Internationabbar
Organization (ILO) in Accra, Kofi Busia, in an appat attempt to justify the expulsion order dedfatieat 90
percent of Ghana’s prison population and known icratis were alien. As Busia further explained, the
expulsion order was not contemplated as an attacRl@mna’s alien community but was rather aimeeddicing
the number of “undesirable elements” in GFan&he process of expulsion appeared to have |eutetice to
Busia’'s explanation because Nigerians who were eyeapl in the Ghanaian civil service and those tearh
the various Teacher Training Colleges were exemfited deportation, except that those who had noisie
papers were asked to regularize tffem

It is important to stress that Kofi Busia gavestatistical account of the Ghana prison inmategat dise
time of the expulsion to indicate their countridsodgin. A salient question one may want to askhist were
there no Ghanaians in Ghana'’s prisons before d@adtake expulsion of the alien folk? DefinitelyetBhanaian
authorities would never be able to convince angaaable person that only foreigners perpetrateld ewid
crimes in Ghana before the expulsion. In as muclores is not trying to exonerate some aliens (inalgd
Nigerians) from the high waves of crime in Ghanampto the expulsion, it is apt to state that ptacthe total
blame for criminality at the door step of Nigeriangrants in Ghana or of any other alien for thatterais too
simplistic and may amount to wrong generalizatids.a matter of fact, research indicates that moam any
other group of migrant aliens in Ghana, Nigeriaostdbuted immensely to the socio-economic andtigali
developments of GhaffaHence, rather than criminalize Nigerian aliereytteserved to be commended.

Perhaps, equally of great importance to the eiqulsf aliens from Ghana in 1969 was the growing
acrimony of Ghanaians against the rising commerngiafile and economic buoyancy of Nigerian migrants
Nigerian traders of Yoruba descent were in cordgfdbhana markets in both rural and urban centeerevthey
prospered tremendously. This prosperity led tosivelling size of Yoruba population from around ®04n
1931 to over 191,802 in 1980 Olaniyi Rasheed observes that the rising commkpriofile of the Yoruba
migrants attracted competition and indignation frGimanaians who developed a feeling of displacerfrent
their established socio-economic positfon

It is also important to stress that the profligamfy Yoruba merchants and their pseudo-capitalist
tendencies also intensified the process of xendphdbwas alleged by Ghanaians that Yoruba fladiritesir
wealth by wearing shoes decorated with Ghanaiameoay while rich traders often had “excessive gold
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decorations and abused the power of moiffeyrhough there might have been some exaggeratiotisese
descriptions of Nigerian’s display of wealth to ttensternation of Ghanaians, it is true that mastuda traders
owned most of the beautiful houses in Ghana aredilé life of affluence during their good days ina@&’. As
was expected, many Ghanaians felt degraded by xtravagant tendencies of the migrants. This was the
beginning of xenophobic reaction against Nigeriagramts in Ghana.

Most of the returnees could recollect how GharmiBecame curious and restless regarding the
commercial acumen of Nigerian traders and farmecs taeir eventual wealth in no small a time aftegit
arriva®. This led to insinuations by Ghanaian natives Matuba’s were magicians and “could make money
from anything including the aif® With time, Ghanaians labeled Nigerian (Yoruba) naigs variously as
“clannish, callous, arrogant and thrifty” amonge®f. With such feelings of deprivation and subordimatio
the Yoruba very rife among Ghanaians, it was veaagyeto transform the Yoruba identity from tradess t
criminals who deserved nothing but expulsion. Yerubigrants were treated with disgust by their Glama
hosts. This prompted the emergence of xenophobgask against the Yoruba. One of such sloganspasred
by Olaniyi Rasheed in one of his interviews wiubaka” meaning “you are goind®. It is informative to state
that such an atmosphere of insecurity and xenophiobivhich Nigerian migrants found themselves iraGh
was not a unique experience to the Yorubas. H. BftfinS. Liebersofi, L.Quillan** and Sniderman et“alalso
report that groups tend to reject other groups wherlatter pose a perceived threat to their redgbosition in
society. Similarly, H.D. Forb&% S. Olzak’ and L.Quilliarf® also report that economic competition among rival
groups produce hostile attitudes and comprise mgfelanformal trading sectors in which migrants easily
participate and do so often successfully. This igipdtion, according to them, may pose a threath®
livelihoods of indigenous merchants engaging irtypgtade because immigrants directly compete whint.
Apart from that, marginalized indigenous minorite® likely to perceive immigrant groups as salibineat to
their already tenuous positions in society. In corgce with existing literature on economic contjeti and
inter-group rivalry, the actors might face an inbemto exclude immigrants from their economic ftayfield.

It is further observed that at the aggregate letlekatened groups in the host society may presdefial
restrictions on alien economic activity and mayrepeess for more drastic measures such as expsision

Without any doubt, the expulsion of Nigerian migsafrom Ghana in 1969 falls within the above
scenario. Hence, the expulsion order of 18 Noveniti#@89 could be perceived as the outcome of thespres
put on President Kofi Busia for the restriction afens’ participation in Ghana’s economic life wihigvas
spearheaded by the Kowu ethnic group of Ghana.

Another important reason for the expulsion orded @69 was the economic misfortunes that befell
Ghana. From the late 1960’s through the early 19Mhana experienced severe economic declineolicibe
recalled that the Ghanaian economy was cocoa depgrmtoviding over 70% of foreign exchange earsifuy
the country. However, since the late 1950 up 8i¥@, the world cocoa price witnessed a continuedirk,
falling by over 75% as at 1989 This engendered an increase in the cost of lising import shortages. This
was sequel to the fact that when a drop in theepoitcocoa precipitated a financial crisis in 19Blisia’s
government raised prices of goods and increaseththeest rates. He also went ahead to devalueuhrency,
but all these led to massive inflation. The act&so precipitated a high foreign indebtedness wigichto a
record high of 600 million dollars in 1988 Apart from this, a recurrent balance of tradeaiteélso led to a
balance of payment deficit which compounded thenentdc challenges of the nation. The decision tandba
over 8% of the country’s state farms not only puasshge prices of food items but also succeeded ireasing the
unemployment rate to 9000 representing a 4% inerehsnemployed Ghanaiarls.

As expected, all these economic difficulties, dedpwith high level of corruption and mismanagement
in government, caused discontentment and widespdisilusionment with the government of BuSia
Therefore, faced with economic crisis and the pmessof indigenization from Ghananians, the Busia
government decided to introduce a number of pofieyasures. First, it banned non-Ghanaians from petty
trading® and on 19 November 1969, he announced the Exputgid\liens Order. These two legislations were
no doubt aimed at arresting the worsening balarfcpagment deficit and reduce capital flight through
remittances sent home by immigrant workers andetadrom their earnings With Ghana's continued
economic misfortunes, the Government and populkessreally had no difficulty turning to aliens aagegoats
for their malaise. Aliens were blamed not only $pecifically economic ills of holding jobs which &faians
could do and thus contributing to increasing ratEsinemployment and milking the country of cashotigh
sending out of remittances, but also were seeragisidh an adverse moral influence on the nativeadrticular,
they were held responsible for the high urban iewi® of crime and prostitutidn

The expulsion order may also be seen as an atteynikofi Busia to win the confidence of the masses
and restore the legitimacy of his government. Sgmeernment was losing its grip on the economiwisat of
the country, Busia and his cabinet members wetenig little or no choice than to seek solaceénding away
non-nationals as a way of appeasing the angereohtasses. Unfortunately however, the expulsiong gav
lasting political benefits to Dr. Busia’s governmes his government was eventually toppled in gabetat
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led by Lt. Col. (later General) I.K. Acheampong D8 January, 1974 citing the economic malaise ofilBsis
administration as the major reason for the c8up.

It is a common fact of history today that Ghanargually ejected aliens, mostly Nigerians, from its
territory between November and early December, 188@ though the event took place some forty-ttyears
ago, the memory of its course and impact lingerdtos in-view of this that we now turn to an oviaw of the
impact of the expulsion order on Ghana and Nigeria.

Effects of the 1969 Expulsion of Aliensfrom Ghana

As indicated above, the 1969 expulsion of aliensfiGhana has left an indelible mark on both the hos
state (Ghana) and the sending states (Nigeriaraf®couws in the paper). We now start with an exammmaof the
effect of the expulsion of aliens from Ghana in 2@& Ghana.

Though the 1969 expulsion of Aliens from Ghana rhaye had some mild ameliorative effect on the
temper of Ghanaians against Busia’s governtginis highly debatable whether any meaningfulresaic gain
was made. As a matter of fact, it is rather apinterpret the impact of the aliens’ expulsion fré@hana in
adverse terms for a number of reasons.

In the first instance, Ghanaian masses commendeerigment’s action as a patriotic move to garner
jobs for Ghanaians and to rid the country of critBach commendations were however not without hdpe o
some benefits. One of such benefits was noticethén emergence of local merchants among Ghanaians.
Unfortunately, when the aliens left, they took wittem capital and in addition; a large part of Gleanaian
trading nexus was destroyed. The emergent Ghataiders thus lacked both the skills and the commesto
adequately carry on the trade. A great vacuum Was treated in the retail trade network and thabably
accounted for the scarcity of household goods énrémote parts of Ghana after the exit of Nigetiaders in
particular®, who hitherto specialized in the distribution @iogls to these areas.

Another area of the economy where the adversectetfé the expulsion was strongly felt in the
immediate post-expulsion period was the cocoa imguSocoa as an export crop is often referredsttha “life-
blood” of Ghana’s economy being the major foreign exchange earner for thentrg. Until the late 1950's,
Ghana produced over 50% of the world’s cocoa output since the early part of the 1960’s, Ghanatetiato
lose the leal. For instance, during the 1964/65 crop year, Glsaoacoa output formed only 38% of the
world’s totaf*. But by January 1970, Ghana’s production formelg 8% of the total world productiéh This
already battered situation of downward slope irbegaroduction became further worsened after thelsim of
aliens. Since cocoa farmers depended largely csutabupplied by alien farm labourers, the labowrtyes
that followed the expulsion of aliens in 1969 adety affected Ghana’s cocoa industry. The net effes that
production declined, producer prices plummeted fangh owners ran into loss8sA replica of the ill-fate that
befell cocoa production took place in the minindustry too. With the expulsion of alien workersg thmining
industry experienced low production and reductiotheir annual income.

At this juncture, there is the need to discuss H@w1969 expulsion order impacted on Nigeria.

Effect of the 1969 Expulsion of Aliens on Nigeria
One of the major effects of the deportation of Niges from Ghana was demographic in nature. Since

the expulsion order of 1969 affected all alienshwitt residence permits, a majority of Nigerian raigs
estimated to be around 140,000 in number were tafieoy the order and were forced to leave Ghanapdllgr
between December 1969 and early 70his necessitated an influx of thousands of peagb Nigeria. That
the influx came at the most unexpected and tryiegop of Nigeria’'s history caused more challengastiie
Nigerian government and the various host communipecially in South-Western Nigeria. Towns likesa,
Oyan, llorin, Offa, Ejigho, Ogbomoso, Oke-Imesi adotun played host to humerous indigenes of tio@ins
who were in diaspora for some year’s fast

A multiplier effect of this forced, suddesxit of Nigerians from Ghana was that it led tonily
disorganization and family separation. Many Nigesiavho were already married to Ghanaians coulccoote
with their wives or husbands and had to live a ctej live ever since then. Re-uniting such sepdrimilies
has been less successful even after the dust ekfhésion saga had settled d&n

Expelled Nigerians from Ghana also suffered ecaadosses in the form of loss of property and

economic power. With respect to loss of propertgnynof those expelled to Nigeria would never beeabl
calculate their losses. This was because on thegwedeportees were able to estimate their indalitbsses at
around eight thousand naira (N8,000). It was indeéchumatic experience for most of the wealthyexians.
For the cocoa farmland owners, their investmentsapital, labour and time was lost to the nativedtaowners
who confiscated their cocoa farthsThe story of the cocoa farm owners is indeed yatpetic. For instance, a
majority of them who had spent quality time (upatmout 4 or Syears) to tend their crops had to &bktheir
investments in a twinkle of an €jeFor some, their farms have been yielding paltgdpce for some initial
years, and were waiting for the bountiful harvestthie peak year when they were expé&fle®ut more
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disturbing was the timing of the expulsion itsd@lhe order came during the peak of the harvestingpgef
cocoa seeds. While the cocoa farmers were relishittge joy of a good harvest for the season, aftech hard
labour and huge monetary expenses, the order te ledhin fourteen days came. To many of these éasirit
was ag; if their world was crashing. But, they contit change the situation as most of them had levast
papers.

Apart from this, Nigerians expelled from Ghanaoatad their property looted by Ghanaian natives. In
the process of enforcing the expulsion order, piigeeof Nigerians were thrown recklessly outsigebbth the
security agents and natives. Some of such valutdiies like radio sets were stolen by Ghanaian re@sus,
amounting to losses for NigeridhsRelated to this was that Nigerian traders noy ¢vaid a large proportion of
their goods in stock looted, but also lost theioskis and market stalls to the Ghanaian authofiti&uch
markets stalls and kiosks were taken over by thee@onent and were later allocated to prospectivan@aian
traders.

But another huge loss came the way of Nigerianse Wwhd erected houses in Ghana. It should be
recollected that the affluence of Nigerian tradetr® had succeeded in building personal houses waajar
source of the xenophobic feelings against Nigengrants in the build-up towards the final exputsif aliens
from Ghana. As expected therefore, such Nigeriaesewn a dilemma regarding their houses when the
expulsion order came. It is disheartening to nb&t some of these proud house-owners spent atl fiwtiines
in making life comfortable for themselves and tHeiuseholdS. While some had no plan of a return journey
back home, at least not in the near future, angtbyeplanning to live a life of comfort and convemée in their
old age in Ghana; some had hoped to sell their dowshen they finally decided to return to Nigeria.
Unfortunately, both categories of house-ownersthat hopes dashed. Both of them had to leave timises
behind and forfeited them to government or selirttz ridiculously cheap pricesto prospective buyérs

Apart from loss of property, a majority of Niget@deported from Ghana in 1969 also suffered losses
of economic power. Since majorities were tradexsnérs and labourers, their hard-earned incomes usrally
kept in the banks for safety reasons. The sameegpfd special contributionsjp) organized by Nigerian
migrants as an economic lever, which were kephelianks for security reasons. When the expulsidero
came, however, Nigerian depositors were shockethéomarrow when most of them rushed to the bank to
withdraw their savings/deposits only to be deniedeas to their money. This was because governnaht h
directed all banks not to honour any withdraw ia #xcess of two thousand pounds (£2600he net effect of
this regulation was that a majority of Nigerianglhia lose their cash apart from their houses, gaedstock,
market stalls, kiosks and farm-lands to governménindeed amounted to a colossal loss for mosthef
migrant€®. This was even made worse where such migrantsshadt a good number of years laboring to
acquire wealth in the foreign land. Some of thesgramts had to return home empty handed. Some awatld
fathom out the reason for their continued existéanogew of their losses. This was why some hadebfire on
their properties (houses, farms and household ildgméile some attempted to commit suicide bethey were
rescued by their colleagues. Others were howevecky as they actually committed suicide

The expulsion of Nigerians from Ghana also resdultephysical devastation and loss of lives. It all
started with the problem of transportation back BorSince the Ghanaian government did not make any
arrangement for the transportation of those exge#tach of the migrants had to cater for him/hérskdnce, the
first challenge that confronted the migrants waes skyrocketing transport fare even in the facecafaty of
vehicles®. Because a majority could not afford the costrafhsportation, they resorted to trekking across the
border on foot. As a result of this strenuous eignee, many of the migrants, including the ageggpant
women, and children became physically exhausteltieg in death in some ca$é€ven at the refugee camps
along the border, migrants passed through hell.eSofitheir nasty experiences included lack of fdadk of
sufficient cash and exposure to environmental lis?arWhen some of them got home eventually, they were
almost worn out by the long strenuous journey aauito rely on their kith and kin for sustenafice

The expulsion of aliens from Ghana in 1969 equdlhd some socio-psychological impacts on
Nigerians. One of such problems was that of regnatiion and adjustment. Since some of these retarhad
left home for about a decade or more without anyrnejourney in the interval, they have totally tl@®ntact
with their hometowns and family members. Eldersl@woacollect that some of the returnees had to Gptose
to two weeks before they could be re-united witkirtiamily members. This was because they havethest
memory of their compounds and therefore had to istagfugee camps in their towns, in most caseaskihg’s
palaces in the respective toWns

But while some were languishing in the trauma blanned return journey and were stranded in the
king’s palaces, it is rather paradoxical that sqrasents and family members were happy to be redinitith
their children, grand-children and other loved oafter a very long period of separaffarSuch people were full
of gratitude to God and the Ghanaian governmenthi®rexpulsion order without which their loved omesuld
have been “lost forever”. Like it happened in thmeet of the proverbial prodigal son in the Bible,mpasuch
families celebrated the return of their kinsmexgiiand-styl&".
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Olaniyi Rasheell also reports that the expulsion order also ledwidespread child fostering.
According to him, returnee parents migrated to s2aueans of livelihood while children were kepttire
traditional setting of the old family houses, u$palith grandparents. The education of most of ¢hafected
children became truncated in the process as somemtpalacked the capacity to send them to schoahyM
children lost some years before they could returns¢hool, while some others had to learn trading an
artisanship skills. The Western State Ministry dfuEation should however be commended for makingiape
arrangement for the school registration of the degochildref’.

As for Nigerians who were not affected by the dgjmn order, hard times awaited them in the post-
expulsion era in Ghana, going by the various lagishs that were introduced by the government cdr@ah The
two most relevant laws in this direction were thesience Permits Compliance Order of 1970 (RPCO)Tée
Ghanaian Business Promotion Act (GBPA) No 334 of(f9 While the RPCO stipulates that all aliens in
Ghana must obtain a permit to be able to residhdrcountry and even required all aliens to cdrgjrtpermits
on their persons wherever they went; the GBPA srown provides more guides and control on the oble
immigrants in the economic life of Ghana. Apartnfrdhe fact that the Act reserved certain sectorshef
economy for its nationals, it also stipulates whicdtegories of enterprise are categorically reskrfos
nationals. For example, Article 1l of the Act s&tihat “no person other than a Ghanaian shall awmeart-
owner of any enterprise concerned with retail oolebale trade where the annual sales do not exa@@000
cedis (or equivalent)”. The Act also itemizes abthitty-seven economic activities exclusively reser for
nationals, including commercial transport by labdkery, printing, beauty culture, manufacture ofmeat
bricks and advertising and publidfy Furthermore, the Act prohibits aliens from tragin any market or to
engage in petty trading, hawking or selling frolki@sk. Any alien who is operating a business emisegs also
under legal obligation to institute training scherfier Ghanaian®.

From the provisions of these two laws above, ingg an overstatement to stress that Nigerian
entrepreneurs in Ghana who escaped the expulsiter experienced commercial depression and hostifity
different forms. This affected their traditional dimess of commodity distribution in two ways. Thestf
challenge was how to raise the huge capital reqdoebusiness while the second one was the siiffpetition
they would face with state-owned trading corporatio

Concluding Remarks

From the foregoing discussions, it is clear that #8969 Ghanaian expulsion of Nigerians and other
West-African nationals was largely motivated by #earch for economic survival for the nation ineaa of
turbulent economic challenges that confronted tagon in the period preceding the expulsion. Tled to
mounting pressure for increased participation itional affairs and opportunities for citizens a¢ #xpense of
the alien population from Nigeria who dominated ttagious sectors of the Ghanaian economy. Though th
expulsion had some xenophobic tendencies inhereits iformulation and execution, the order wasduhiby
Ghanaian of all shades because of its nationalbtagelfarist connotations. It was indeed a boldratit towards
the economic survival of the country.

Apart from that, the expulsion order also assetiedright to define citizenship and to specifyhiigy
privileges and duties of non-citizens as well agséhof citizens. It further defines the terms upuamich
“strangers” would be permitted to reside in GhZha.

The implementation of the 1969 Compliance OrdeGhana also signaled, for Ghana, the impact of
independence on the erstwhile free movement obpseracross African countries. This is evident i ¥arious
immigration laws and other relevant legislationgdgg the entry, residence and employment of ndienals.
This view was well articulated by the Economic Caission of Africa in 1981 when it observed that:

The coming of independence changed the pattemigfation by reducing
free international movements by the elaborate dgweént of visa and
passport regulations, or customs and controlseohtred for foreign workers
to obtain work permits, or restrictions on the ttejpsion of savings:

Without any contradictions, the Ghanaian governntex@t an inalienable right to legislate within its
territory, without external intervention as a s@ign nation. However, the expulsion order was motrulgated,
and neither was it implemented with a human faceh¢ first instance, the expulsion order was toaden and
without any prior notice. For an alien populatitratthad lived in a country for close to thirty ygaone would
have expected the Government of Ghana to senshi® on the impending expulsion and the conditions
guiding it. This was however not done by the Busiadministration. Rather the Expulsion Order was
promulgated on 18 November, 1969 and took effeetftfiowing day, 19 November, 1969. Worse still,the
affected aliens were given just fourteen days gilDecember, 1969) to pack their loads and go. Faiim
indications, the decision was callous and devoidrgf humanitarian instinct.
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Related to this is that the aliens were deniedsgdo their monies in the bank. Even those in paid
employment were not given the opportunity to cdllégeir pay for the month of November 1969. These t
actions of the Ghanaian government amounted tméapbn. The various banks where those monies kepe
should also have found a way of paying back thepagitors after all these years.It was indeed andral act
which should be dissuaded in the future.

Similarly, Ghanaian security agents should hawnieto be humane in carrying out the expulsion
order. Reported acts of beating, harassment amdidtattion of Nigerian aliens in the hey-days of theulsion
were uncalled for. That the aliens were expelledoashort a notice with its attendant deprivatitauses were
enough shockers to the aliens. Hence brutalizirdy ammiliating the deportees in the process of dagrput
government orders and regulations were out of order

But apart from the various moral issues raisednagighe process of the expulsion, it is essettigtate
that the expulsion order had a negative impact ban@’s led crusade for regional cooperation arebiation in
Africa. Ghana under Kwame Nkrumah had championedcttuse of creating a borderless Africa and a cammo
government for Africa.Between 1957 and 1966, Kwatkeumah of Ghana fought vigorously for the creatidn
a Union of African States with a common African @avment. His optimism for the unity and cohesion of
Africa as a lever for continental development wadeed unparalleled. It is interesting to note thktumah
vehemently criticized the artificial divisions atfritorial boundaries created by the colonial psmehich he
regarded as a deliberate attempt to obstruct thigcpbunity of African people¥. His mission was to, among
others, erase the artificial boundaries that dididdrican states and thereby have a single Afralitically
administered as one. To now understand that thee shkrumah’s Ghana went ahead to promulgate
theExpulsion Order of 1969 and enforced the vismirement against Africans not only symbolized bloeder
of the mind that African leaders still kept, bulhaiways slow down the progress toward globaliziihg African
continent.

For the Nigerian migrants to Ghana who suffereshtly due to their expulsion in 1969 in the most
brazen and shoddy manner, the lesson had beem, ldmugh in a hard way. The lesson is: there iplaoe like
home, just like a common Yoruba lyric says: ko sibdabi ile leye nke.... (the birds sing: there asptace like
home). Nigerians in the diaspora should therefotermalize the lesson and take the issue of remi#s very
seriously. They must learn to plan for the futund enake hey while the sun shin&s.

For the Nigerian government, it is time to restove the economy of the nation and position it for
growth. To this end, there is the need to createenubs through the establishment of industriemilarly,
government should take the issue of infrastructdeaielopment seriously to reduce the cost of pribolucThe
security challenges facing the country should als@roperly addressed to make Nigeria safe forsitneent and
human habitation. By so doing, large scale emignatf Nigerians would be drastically reduced andexa
would be able to retain its most valuable humaoueses for national development.

Lastly, it need be stated that perhaps the greiatgsct of the 1969 expulsion of Nigerians by Ghéan
the heat of Nigerian Civil war was interpreted asi@t way of destabilizing Nigeria and weakendtesion,
especially when the Igbo elements in Ghana werssifled as “special refugees” and were thus exednfoten
the expulsion order. This was why the 1969 epidoale been a major source of rancor between Nigeda a
Ghana. It really succeeded in soiling Nigeria-Ghdipbomatic relations for a very long time.
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