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Abstract

The EKkiti people had all the needed infrastructuséivilization and, therefore, development befdahe
implantation of colonial rule in Ekiti Division dhe old Ondo Province of Western Nigeria. The teryi was
well organized with highly functional socio-devefopntal structures that naturally or organicallynfed the
foundation of colonial rule. People’s settlementtgras acknowledged the effort of high civilizatioflso,
socio-culturally, socio-politically, spiritually,réistically or technologically, the land was sedfiant. This was
why the first Travelling Commissioner to Ekiti, MeijW.R. Reeve Tucker, concluded in 1899 that th#i Ek
people already had all the basic, though traditicindrastructures that would facilitate modern d®pment.
The system of education was morally and profesfliipmasuaging. Their religious practices were effious
and focused on people’s survival, while variousgpessive social and administrative activities aekiedged
the success of a stable and organized society.nbéagically, many craft and artistic experiences, Which
they were known, gave them technical power over thaterial environment. Apart from having its osaystem
of currency and efficient trade activities, Ekits@ had workable judicial and other systems thatleni a
complete state before colonization.

INTRODUCTION

The EKkiti people, before colonization, already Haelbasic infrastructure that made them self-sieffic
and productivé. The organisation of the whole area now known aisi ERsured the maintenance of law and
order. And generally, the people’s economy wa#t mainly on agriculture, trade and industry, nektie make
the people’s social, cultural and political expedes more practical, radiant and assuring.

On the eve of the colonial rule, Ekitiland had attg been visited by many Europeans, who were
mainly missionaries, explorers, traders and tresabunters. The contact with the Europeans coukdiken back
to about the middle 1856sHowever, during this period of contact with thetih, the Ekiti cultural traditions
were not really adulterated by foreign influencdisis good to examine the social life of the peoguring this
period. Some writers like D. Philips, Bolanle AwS,A. Akintoye, Paula Brown, P.C. Lloyd and H.
Oluwasanmi, among others, have written, eitherits dr indirectly, on EKkiti pre-colonial culturgbolitical and
social experiences. This essay will, however, gmmest much more indepth or elaborate study of #wpie,
particularly as regards settlement patterns, @liggovernment and economic experierices.

Settlement Pattern

Being a completely homogenous society, made upffefreint family units within households that were
also within districts, all the districts within datown were headed by &baor king whose chiefs were usually
heads of these districts. The chiefs were spadeisers to the king who also had minor chiefshiarge of, for
example, wars, purification of the society or rigigs rites, community work and judicial problem#eTEKiti
people on the eve of the “colonial era were livindiouses made of mud walls and palm leaves or i¢hees
for roofing”.* Nearly all the buildings had the same “design aim, all of which were determined by the
utilitarian and domestic needs of the Ekiti peopléflowever, generally:

The buildings were all bungalows and were builceémpounds known as
Agbo — lle (a group of houses). The compound veaslly circular in shape
enclosing a large area. Each compound was divided several
compartments serving the need of all the familied their dependants. In
the open space in the centre of the compound, “Aedere kept goats, and
sheep at night to prevent leopard from destroy

Every compound had an entrance near a urinarydcajigo or a gutter. Within each compound were
also different areas for cooking, bathing and otigtivities like night story telling. It was not the people’s
tradition to pass stools within a compound. Indtesach household, made up of several compoundsaha
separate area, distant from the compounds, for this avoid any plague, this area was always btarrsishes,
periodically. Sanitation was an important aspdcEkiti's communal settlement. For example, “it svaeery
mandatory for all the young boys and girls in eaompound to sweep the grounds within and outsige th
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compound every morning”And very periodically also, all male adults in gyeistrict used to clear and burn
the areas where refuse was dumped.
Religion

Like the other Yoruba groups, the Ekiti believedire “Supreme Ruler, the creator of all things repu
— as to be unapproachabfleand who abhors sin and wicked practices. He kmasvn asOlodumare(God),
who was far removed from human beings, but had ated known a®risa who were worshipped and served
as a communication medium between man and God. e S@risa were Ogun (god of iron),Sango(god of
thunder),Esu (god of creativity),Osanyi(god of herbology) antfa (god of divination). The people also had
several deities and cults lilEgungun(spirits of the dead). All these minor gods aedids were worshipped by
the Ekiti people. However, individual towns hadithewn additional deities who were unique to thefror
example, the lkere people worshipped @lesunta,the Ado-Ekiti worshippe®lua andOrisa Ojudq the Igede
worshippedOsunandElemi. The Ogbese River was worshipped in Ise. Oth#iedenorshipped generally by
the Ekiti people wer®lokun, Obalufon, ErejandOrisanla.

For religious efficacy, sacrifices, including humsacrifice, were made to these gods and deitibsreit
for pacification or for various requests. Throutjlese various gods and deities, prayers were offeve
Olodumare. The nature of Ekiti religion made it necessarhdwe various priests who were in charge of various
shrines in nearly every corner of Ekiti. The p@pb much believed in the efficacy of their religithat the
European missionaries initially found it difficuld introduce Christianity to them. No doubt, thaditional
religion of Ekiti brought moral discipline to theaitly experiences of the people. Their religionliahced,
through constant oracular consultations and spirdtonement, the socio-economic life of the peoflke Ekiti
religion and other cultic activities, patronized fmedical, social, political reasons, among othbyspeople,
improved the economic conditions of the peopletipalarly the priests and the herbalists.

Education

Education among the pre-colonial Ekiti was throwagiprenticeship; where young boys or girls were
made to serve under experts for a specified pel@agning various trades like medicine, music, badgrnment
or scarification, blacksmithing, weaving, dyeingyving, beading, trade or commerce, hunting, amoagy
others. Some of these trades could be learnt ghrparents or family’s tradition. Generally, howeveoral
education or, more particularly, “the educatiormafmen was the natural responsibility of parents atleays
made sure that their female children were adequatelpared not only for successful marital life bigo for
productive careers in the sociefy’Various social, creative or artistic events ocugations were more regularly
learnt by association. And this takes one to thié'& marriage tradition.

Marriage

In the pre-colonial Ekiti, marriage system was highborious and methodical. This was seriousld tie
to the economic level or power of the bridegroonbéo In fact, three things were necessary folirget wife:
moral character, hard work and financial strengMecording to tradition, marriage essentially tdbkee stages
which, according to Elizabeth Oni, were the introtibn, the betrothal and the final marrid§ell these were
set in motion after the families of both man andnem had agreed to the marriage. The introductialied
Ang, could take place after the man, parents anddsienight have met the parents of the girl formalith
kolanuts and palm wine. The acceptance of the gifts followed by prayers from the girl’s parerfterawhich
a day would be fixed for the betrothal callddna, which, usually, should be within nine to 12 days.

Idana was a day of celebration and merriment, becausea® when various food items, including
kolanuts, palmwine, goat, yams as well as loaddathes and other properties which the girl woudedah, were
brought to the bride’s house by the bridegrdomt the occasion, all the relations of both the naamdl the
woman would be in attendance, and it was the oopasiat the man would show whether or not he was
financially very strong. It was during tidana that the dowry, which was usually a very small antoin
cowries, was paid. Marriage, call@buntun,could follow any time, depending on the agreeniestiveen the
two families. The marriage day was the most elaledracelebration, with various musical bands amdarthan
enough to eat. At the end of the whole ceremdrg/parents of the lady would pray for her befotfdang her
husband to his house at night. By tradition, #aylwould be followed by one of her younger fenralations
who was supposed to stay or live with her for aglas she wished.

Gover nment

Before the colonial era and even after, every towkiti had the same system of government based on
Kingship. All administrative, judicial, military ahcultural powers were invested in the kings whd haany
slaves, messengers and numerous court attendaatalivdifirmed the next-to-god image of these reileiThe
kings, who were also graded or classed accordirgptae cultural, military, medicinal and populaticriteria,
dominated all the social, economic, political, gedus and cultural lives of their people. Theyrevead the
power of death over their subjects. Atanda rectrds

The Chief (King) had around him civil officers — w/iserve as public criers
to make known laws or publish temporary enactmehés;appoints over
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every department of labour or business, principah mwho are to act in their
respective spheres; and then he has regular cffafea police character ---
who are so detected --- that it is difficult foryame to thwart them in their
vigilance. Hence the order and regularity charistie of these town
governments?

The administration of each town was made posskyeugh a well organized system that took its root
from the heads of family units through the headbmfseholds to the heads of the districts who,raatizally,
were the senior chiefs to the kings. Each chiefliia special role as demanded by tradition andithgg Every
town had one palace where all the kings lived incession, and kings were selected from ruling heuse
according to age-old tradition. Kingship stool kkboot be bought in anyway in Ekiti land. Everyimg house
“produced the person next in line for the kings$iipol, no matter how financially poor he wa3That is why,
till today, many Ekiti kings are not very rich fingially, though their subjects always elevate theaterially,
placing them very comfortably among the notabléeeh the society? For good governance, various cultural
experiences were also practised. For exampleg tlvere many festivals in each town in which yourenrand
women as well as old people participated. Thestvids could be for the peace and developmentetdwn;
they could be for land fertility, protection fromitahes and wizards, procreation and for prevengirgmature
deaths.

Land Tenure

Though symbolically, the land belonged to the kithg custodian of all lands, he did not get himself
involved in any family or household land unlessréheas a problem. The king was, however, in chafgal
the community land. Land in the pre-colonial Ekitas hereditary and therefore the male children afaen
inherited all his land after him. The land was skdaamong them if the man had more than one child.

It was not the tradition of Ekiti to sell any panti of their land, because no person outside thdyfam
was allowed to permanently own a land within thmifg's land. Rather, land could be given to a alist
relation on trust on agreed terms and for a sgetifieriod, after which the land was returned tootlhieer. Such
land was given after the person had given a gikadfinut and wine to the family. In fact, eactelige had the
right to land which, according to tradition, beledgo their ancestor. Such land was in chargheohead of the
household who would make sure that the land wasdramong the family heads who, in turn, would ateke
sure that the family heads shared the land apmi@pyi There was no tradition of land pledging in the pre-
colonial period.

Agriculture
The pre-colonial Ekiti was a completely agricullusaciety, and farming was their main occupation.
With very few and simple agricultural implementkelicutlass, hoe and axe, the Ekiti farmers were &bl
produce more than enough food for their familied e people. According to Captain Anderson in9t89
With few, simple and primitive implements, theserdaaorking people
(Ekiti) have been able to produce a variety of fooaps that are displayed in
segmented units like Egyptian pyramids in the markieat are customarily
located near the kings’ palaces. One is not ssgdrbecause very early in
the morning, by 6 a.m., the farmers and their nohllren are seen trooping
to the farms with cutlasses, hoes, baskets artines, wood torches needed
to make fire in the farm for food.... And in the ewmg around 4 p.m., the
people usually return home in groups, this timduding women carrying
heavy loads on their heads while men are seeniogrfiye wood on their
shoulders.... Evidently, there can be no Ekiti withfauming®

It is very clear from the above observation that pine-colonial agriculture “though without all thppliances of
civilization, produces fine resulté®.In addition, “with ... simple instrument, large teeare felled, the forest
cleared, the wood cut and split and thousandsresgurepared for tillage’™

Since some cash crops were not yet really intragdiuoeEkiti, the main crops grown were tobacco,
kolanut, maize, yam, cocoyam, beans, gourds, csitesa melon, okro and a variety of vegetables, hyhat
times, grew up unplanted among planted crops. Binenton vegetables wesswe dudu, tete, rorowo, edu and
egure(water leaf). A variety of pepper was also catad, in addition to plantain, cassava, potatoasoie and
pawpaw. Palm oil and palm kernels were also pagldti's agricultural products, in addition to palvine. It
was the duty of the men to clear the bush, tilllémel with hoes and plant the crops. It was tispaasibility of
the women to harvest farm products and bring themehand for sale in the market.

The Ekiti farmers reared animals like goat, dogd pigs. The animals were allowed to roam about
freely after being fed in the morning. Apart fronggwhich were not allowed to enter a house, dogsgoats
were free to mix with people. In fact, a dog weeated like a human being and was allowed to elesps
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within a house and close to people. Dogs were faredunting and for other domestic purposes. Bowgre
raised both at home and in the farm. While the mere responsible for rearing fowls in the farmmwem were
mostly in charge of rearing them at home.

Another important aspect of the agricultural life the pre-colonial Ekiti was hunting. During this
period, and the situation still remains the sarh¢ailay, nearly all the farmers were also huntessng locally
made guns, different types of traps, wires andpedites Apart from individual hunting, there welsaperiodic
collective hunting expeditions made up, at a tiofeabout 20 to 30 or more, hunters hunting variansnals
and birds. Such games, resulting from huntingewesually shared according to age and contribuither for
food or for sale.

One practice was very common among Ekiti farmeferbel900, though this was carried over to the
colonial period. This was the practice of sellimgne crops in the farm without the sellers or theens of such
farm products being around. About this methodedifrey, Anderson also commented in 1899:

The amazing thing about the Ekiti farmers, both raed women, is their

strange method of selling farm products without phesence of the sellers.
This is a lesson for we British because | cannotmnder how this method
can work among us in Britain. At the entrance atewgay to a farm is

usually found items like ripe plantain, tomatoegmg, roasted rats and
snakes and other things that were displayed ortstelooden beds resting
rectangularly on four wooden sticks that were firmfiven into the ground.

What the buyers do is to pick any of the items ldigpd and put the cowrie
money there. Nothing is ever stof€n.

Ekiti people called this practidesolojaor remote selling® Kosoloja,or ko si oloja,means the seller is
not around or very distant from his market. Cliehathan Agunbiade of Ado-Ekiti explained the wogkof
“remote selling”. According to him, “remote sellirwas a custom that, among other things, helpezhtaad
promote moral decency among the Ekiti peopté®eople believed that it was a curse for anybodstéal or
take any of the displayed items without dropping phice money near the product. However, for speotive
buyer to know the price of each product display@dshle, according to Agunbiade, a price was pot glwse to
each item for sale. What the buyer needed to dotwdirst count the amount of money, usually invdes,
beside the item he or she wanted to buy and themttie exact amount in front of the prodtfct.

Bosede Ajayi, a 67-year old trader at the Oja Qbag’s Market, in Ado-Ekiti, has further explained
the commercially creative nature of “Remote Sefliagnong the EKkiti traders. For example, it islstile
practice that when somebody buys any food itemrhénrharket or in a yard, it is customary for thdesetio
generously add to or top what has been bought smthll and free extra. This small extra or gift vkaswn in
Ekiti aseni or what the Igbo people calimezi However, Bosede has been able to recollectahee practice
with remote selling in the farm. To her, though atitthe remote sellers were practising this, méanyners
usually put extra foodstuffs on the right side tfey foodstuffs for sale. No money or amount wWase¢d near
this at all, meaning that it wasi or free gift?® What happened was that if, for example, a bundbaofina was
placed on the extra portion of the stall, one wae fo take one or two from the bunch after bugingtem.

Nobody had the right to touch the extra gift if fperson had not bought anything from the $tallo
Oluwatoba, the method of puttireni or extra on many stalls was a way of attractingquege® This now
makes it necessary to discuss the amount for amdulrency used in remote selling. It is necesbang to
understand that the main and most popular curreveng cowries followed by precious beads calgdin
About the remote selling, the quality and quantifythe foodstuffs usually determined the numbecifiries
placed near each item by the seller. Howeves @dod to point out that, occasionally, people d@®change
food item for another food item.

Art and Craft Industry

Long before the British occupation, Ekiti was ciegly powerful for its strong tradition of wood
carving. Nearly every district in a town had womatvers who were revered not only for their abitiycreate
images of the gods but also more importantly feirteloseness not only to the powerful chiefs Hsb do the
kings who were their major patrons. Culture waslifieeof the people, and religion was the soullagtife. All
the daily activities of the people were tied tagielus practices which were totally controlled e tworship of
their gods. Hundreds of religions activities ha@grfsustained and associated with very many shthasalso
had to be constantly equipped with art images ovechfigures and other objects. All over Ekiti darthe
chiefs’ houses and the kings’ palaces or courtsthadsands of religious and secular art imagesodetts, all
of which served the spiritual and material objextiof these powerful elite in the society.
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Individuals also commissioned various art imagegfotective, therapeutic, economic and other $ocia
reasons. Different types of musical instrumentsnelstic objects and other occupational objects wareed by
the wood carvers. Many of the carvers were alsditiomal doctors or priests, and these positionsubht
considerable patronage to them. Wood carvers generally very wealthy, bringing “this very popukaying
that carvers never lack®.In fact, what made the carvers’ position moreriially lucrative than those of many
professionals was the belief that any commissioradigious or cultic objects must be paid for onoet
instalmentally. There was also no room for crédiging. It was believed that any art image thas wat fully
paid for at once might not be spiritually efficacsoor potent.

Many wood carvers did not specialize in carving ges and objects but focused on wood
ornamentation or design. In fact, on the eve efBhitish rule, Ekiti had three types of wood casvéDne was
known as “agbere”, the person who caved human aimlad figures; “agbena”, a wood carver who made @voo
or furniture very ornamental with patterns, motifisd other creative designs. There was also “agbebd
produced only domestic and other non-figurativeuksc wood objects without any trace of design or
ornamentationi’

The influence of wood carvers on the Ekiti socibgfore 1900 was so great that both the Christian
missionaries and the colonial administrators dedeerheavily on these “carvers who were accusedadimg
idols in Ise, Ado, lyin and Igede and were locked though without any physical harm, in the D.O'sa@ers
(Ado) for two weeks™ This was because it was discovered that “manf@de gigantic carved human figures,
some about seven feet high, holding carved swondscarved human heads with fearful big eyes andesba
with human blood were produced by thefh”Like many other idols, human sacrifices were madeurify and
energize the powers of these images. This was Waytraditional wood carvers were also feared inpte
colonial EKkiti.

However, there were other forms of art which, iotfdormed the backbone of Ekiti local industries.
These were blacksmithing, weaving, dyeing, pottbegding, cap — making and mat weaving. The [pkitiple
were adept blacksmiths who, before colonizationdpced a variety of cultic, hunting and domestigeots for
the community. Like in other Yoruba ethnic groupen ore was available and obtained from the maiust
that abound in EKkiti. This was smelted in furnalsefore being sold to blacksmiths who used thepraaduce a
variety of implements and instruments. Accordiad\t.H. Clark:

Every town has its complement of blacksmith shapsrkshops) that may
be known by their circular tops where the soundhef hammer and anvil
may from day to day be heard. The implements asedh rock for anvil, a
small oblong piece of iron tapering to a handle donammer, one or two
pairs of tongs similar to those in common use, ia @febellows made out of
raw hide in a circular shape — with handles of wangkrted so as to be
raised perpendicularly — (for firing). Coal maderh wood is generally used
though shells of the palm nut are used in caseoéssity’”

Blacksmithing was an important and indispensabdieistry before colonization, because without theadpcts,
there would be no implements for agriculture andnstruments to fight in wars, among other expeagan

Weaving was another industry of Ekiti before comation. With the use of vertical and horizontal
looms, Ekiti women were able to produce enoughhsldor people to wear. The process of weaving bdxgyan
obtaining thread for weaving from cotton wool fravitich cotton seeds had already been removed. Teesis
were removed by a thin iron rod calletibo that served as a roller. After all the cottondsebad been
removed, the cotton was beaten into a light ana fiim, before being spun into threads with a diginldat had
a round, heavy object at its bottom end. The hedoygct could be circular in shape. The threadddcbe dyed
in different colours, while others were used inirtlwéhite colour. There were women whose occupatias to
produce threads for weaving. Weaving with vertioaims was the exclusive occupation of the Ekitiven.

They were very dexterous on their looms and vesy ifa turning out yards of cloth in one day. This
was why weaving of cloths was already a part ofiEkilture long before the Yocentury®* Dr. T.E. Rice, the
Acting District Commissioner for Ekiti in 1899 knethis when he said that the “Ekiti’'s sense of piiglelearly
noticeable in their fashion --- with special claghfer farming and different ones for recreatioryipg visits ---
and for special ceremorie¥®. He observed further that “apart from children whecasionally troop out,
particularly when it rains, you cannot see anybaodge on the street. But in individual homes ommdone
occasionally sees aged women pounding yam bareedeasly” >

Dyeing was another industry that went had in haitd weaving. In nearly every district were found
dyeing cottage industries which were usually cdroet by women only. With indigo leaves, usualbtained
from the farm or bought in the market, dye was pred. It was easy to locate the dye establishnvéttisnany
big pots and heaps of ashes that had been usewyduncessing. Dyeing produced shades of blueusecaf
the natural indigo colour. Other common coloursengurple and green.
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Pottery was another popular Ekiti industry. Unligther industries which were commonly found
around every town, pottery industries were founty an towns where clay was available. These towresew
Ara, Isan, Afao, Obo, Igbara-Odo and Okemesi, amotigrs. Despite the fact that only few Ekiti t@wvn
produced pottery, the few pottery industries werke @0 even produce surplus pottery wares withllpcaade
instruments and traditional techniques. Again, Iikany other industries, pottery was an exclusifelyale
occupation. Another home industry, monopolised byen, was cap-making and beading.

Many Ekiti towns, before 1900, were known for thequction of elite caps, used mainly by the chiefs,
kings and very wealthy people in the society. Wittong threads or horse hair, these caps weremery
sewn with needles produced by blacksmiths. In fhating the pre-colonial era, the status of a nardceasily
be measured by the type of cap he wore. Thesepagdaced by women definitely could not be boughivorn
by ordinary people, and the people were aware isf tthere were also royal caps, or crowns, whichewe
exclusively for kings. These were expensive andtig®us. The kings’' crowns were usually heavigatied
with various ornamental, pictorial or sculpturakims. This type was known as “ade”. Of coursgscwere
also produced for the ordinary people in the sgciet

Mat weaving, like pottery, was an industry thabsgly affected the lives of the Ekiti people gefigra
In the pre-colonial period, when there were no modeeds, mats were the major materials for sleeping
followed by animal skins. Even when raised mudsbegre in use by some wealthy Ekiti, mats weré stil
needed to spread on them before sleeping. Duengnwnies like marriage, masquerade rituals, cfalaing,
death rites and special thanksgiving to the godsdocess in some endeavours, mats were usuadigdpn the
ground for children and boys and girls to sit omilesgrown up people or adults were given woodepaim
frond stools to sit on. On occasions, when theselsior benches were not enough, mats were alsbhyséhe
adults for sitting. Like pottery, mat weaving wasictised in only a few Ekiti towns. However, th@ume of
production by these industries was enough to nfeetconsumption demand of the people. What made the
products of these mat industries very unique awé@able were their aesthetic attractive geomdesgigns and
colours.

Roads, Transportation and Trade

Before 1900, Ekiti had road infrastructures thatreected the town people to their various farms that
could be between five to twenty kilometers awayhe Toads which “branched out from each town to many
geographical corners of the town were footpath$ Were not only very narrow but also very curvyniany
places, with side bushes that occasionally madeesmrimals close on, on peopfé”.0n the roads, agricultural
and hunting activities were carried out. In fabgrefore, two types of road existed in every to\ithese were
the farm and hunting roads. The farm roads werg marrow and long while the hunting roads were maer,
rough and short. However, “many of these huntinghbpaths later developed into farm roads, pasditul
because of constant trailing of animals that ocrasly escaped from traps or after being sfdt”.

The major Ekiti roads were, however, those thamnecoted towns to one another. Though the roads
were also narrow and very tortuous, they were wadet cleaner than the farm roads. These roadsalwes/s
maintained by the communities mainly because thesewrade routes to different destinations. Tlassomet
the needs of the people, because they were onlyefad porterage or leg transportation. Througbetheads,
people carried their agricultural and industriagucts to distant markets.

Ekiti, before 1900, had many trade commodities like industrial and agricultural products, all of
which made Ekiti a commercial centre. There werth llomestic and external trade this period. Epgrated
a five-day market cycle or periodicity, and varidasm products like yam, cocoyam, plantain, peppahn oil,
among many others, as well as goats and fowls sackin the markets. Trade was conducted eithdsduter
or with cowries. Values of goods used to changenftime to time, and this also made the value oiriEs
change accordingly. The following can give onédaa of what cowries could buy around 1$80:

40 cowries = 1 string (British ¥ penny)
50 strings = 1 head (British 2 shillings)
10 heads= 1 bag (British 1 pound, 10 shillings)

Cowries were carried in baskets to and from traggres by hired men and women who were also paid
for their services. To be able to have enough m@sesecurity for social and commercial activitige Ekiti
adopted the traditional banking system knowesssuwhich made a group of people join together tatitonte
a specified amount either every market day or eveopn period. Such money, after a period, was ydwa
returned to members in full. Without doubt, inith@wvn traditional way, the Ekiti people had a wstituctured
trade system which made the commercial experienfebe people very productive. However, despite the
largely domestic nature of the Ekiti pre-coloniabromy, it is good to also know that there wastkhicontact
between Ekiti and some European merchants on th@feolonial era. This was why, in fact, in “théale of
Yorubaland, production for export was by no meansea experience that came in the wake of colonial
imposition®”. The activities of the European traders before0180idently showed that “export production
antedated the formal imposition of British coloniale”*®
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Slave Tradeand Wars

Without doubt, slave trade and wars were the gsédiemiliating and destructive experiences on the
lives and economic activities of the Ekiti peoptelave had its most tragic effect on Ekiti from treginning of
the 19" century. During this period, when hundreds of Ekien and women had been captured and taken as
slaves, people were, however, able to fashion their methods of avoiding being captured, partidulby the
Fulanis and some powerful Yoruba kings who becameeagents of the slave dealers. Part of the mefans
escaping the slave raiders was shifting some swdtiés temporarily to far away into the interiorestr where the
raiders could not easily locate. Women, young ko girls were made to reside in these settlemesite the
men, armed with charms and weapons and who cosldt reapture, would come to the town. According to
Chief Bakare Arije, slave raids were not carried @aily and were not focused on a particular abegause the
raiders knew that they could be fought back andhesaptured themselves. The slave raiders usettike s
unexpectedly at the areas least expected at ayartperiod®’

However, Ekiti was also engaged in local and edemars. Some of these were the Benin war,
Ogotun war, Aaye war, Ikoro war, Aramoko war, OraryWokuti war and Ise-Emure war. Others weredker
war and the greatest of them all, the Kiriji wasoaknown as Ekiti-Parapo war, against Ibadan. tiidse wars
were fought between 1810 and 1886The wars, no doubt, aided slave trade. Howevespiie of the
destructive wars, which also brought the Ekiti intmtact with other cultures or ethnic groups, Ehéi people
were able to build a well organized society anchwibund economic, social and political experiendéswever,
on the eve of colonial rule, slave trade had digtiad considerably.

CONCLUSION

As seen in this essay, the Ekiti people alreadydwtold well structured or organized society befor
the British occupation. Socio-culturally, socio-eomically and creatively, they had acquired suaigenous
experiences that gave continuity to their existenitewas not surprising, therefore, that the cabni
administrators generally acknowledged the peofdkvel of development as, particularly, regardsleeitnt
patterns, highly workable or organized social aii¢ig, government, occupational experiences, mjlita
capabilities, various industrial experiences arehtly unique and innovative commercial venturestifd above
were without external or foreign influences whichda the District Commissioner for Ekiti, Mr. W. Beanish,
state in 1912 that “though some natives’ practinay be far from high (British) civilization, thekard-working
and culturally proud people have already acquihedadministrative, judicial, economic and diplomatiastery
of a complete modern stat&”.

It was very clear that the colonial administratiealized the self-reliant nature of various presodl
experiences of Ekiti; which was why it was veryy#&sr the British to administer the Division as alanial
territory, except for Christianity which was initiarejected and which led to the persecution ahsaeligious
traditionalists and traditions.
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