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Abstract

Migration is a universal phenomenon in the histofymankind as people have continued to move from on
place to another perhaps for some socio-politioal @conomic reasons. It may appear on the surfeatettie
search for explanations of migration, as a sodiat@ss, is a search for the obvious, yet historgamsscholars
of migration studies are still struggling to arrie¢ a consensus on the explanation of this conargtits
changing dimensions. As a social process, migratiscourse requires more than just a peripherahaxation.
There is then a need to look at the various dinegissand trends associated with this phenomendnatiparent
that most migrations in Africa, and to an exterd thiorld, are usually explained on economic andtipali
forces, yet there are other dimensions and reagsbpgeople leave their homes for another. Migratistourse
therefore must seek to explain three inter-relagsdes; why people leave their homes for anothen they
identified and see themselves in their host sasetind most importantly, why this phenomenonriscarrent
one.

Historians have sought the explanation of migratising thepushand pull factors® The pushpostulates that
there are detracting factors that pushes peoply &@m their homelands to another. Tpell factors are those
attractions that draw prospective migrants to a&@lahese might be economic, environmental, palitand
other social issues. From the studies reviewedvpelte major pattern of migration include the reugban, and
Diaspora migrations. They could be classified aerimal and external migration. Scholarship on Igal
Nigerian migration has tended to focus on the ‘whf migration laying much emphasis on economic
explanations of voluntary internal and externagmaiions in the area, thereby paying less attenifat all, on
forced migration. Some historians subscribe to dhgument that people used the political disturbance
Nigeria as a subterfuge to achieve their economitsocial desire to migrate to more developed fesieThe
discussions on Igbo and Nigerian migrations outside country also changed from explanations and
justifications of migration to issues like ethnientity formation of Igbo and Nigerian groups agithhost
societies and Diaspora discourse.

This paper will examine migration dimension in Itgoad, Nigeria and Africa in historical perspectasmed relate
it to the contemporary global context. It arguest fess attention has been paid to Igbo migratistotiography
on forced migrations especially the emigrants dispdl as a result of political strife during and iediately after
the Nigerian/Biafran war.

1. Emergent Debate on Igbo Migration and Diaspora

Dmitri Van den Bersselaar’'s “Imagining Home; Migoat and the Igbo Village in Colonial Nigeria” inttaces
the argument among historians on the explanatioithi® rate of Igbo migration. The prevailing argunnbad
tended towards economic consideration as the dyifdrce of Igho migration. In this study, Dmitri@xines the
social dimension to the argument on reason of rig@ramong the people. He presented the percepfitgbo
migrants by the hometown dwellers and the relatignthat existed between them in the mid twentothtury.

He focused the study on urban igbo migrants whenéal hometown association which they used for the
development of their homeland during the coloniatigd. He positioned that Igbo migrants used tlsisaa
avenue to acquire influence in their various vidlsfg He argued that migration is perceived by younigolg
people and a proof of social staft#e regarded this as “constructing diasporic pubfibere and a framework
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within which to re-imagine Igbo village§Though Dmitri’s focus on this article is on Igbdgmations from
their villages to colonial townships, his argumentjuite interesting to the understanding of baotierinal and
transnational migration of Igbo people. By lookiagthe migrant’s formation of ethnic associati@tsoad,
Dmitri explored their contribution to the developmef their homelands. His explanation thus introes a
social dimension to the debate on igbo migratidris lemonstrates the social importance of abroadebigbo.
To quote him, “Igbo migrants attempted to achieseia status and influence in their villagé<dmitri believes
that migration is a display and a thing of pridégho traditional societies to be regarded as b&ihgpad'.

Dmitri agreed with historians on economic dimensalgbo migration, but stressed that the socigleas
underscores the Igbo social character which refleat their migration pattern. In his explanatidre tolonial
introduction of efficient transportation systempesially the railway, was a propelling factor te ttush to the
urban cities in search of employment opportuntties.

Dmitri, however, draws the attention of historialsthe relationship between economic pursuit antlaso
character which historians tend to overlook. Heuatfjthat the social benefits; pride, respect aindlgges
which Igbo in abroad enjoys forms an explanationtfe growing rate of migration among the people. H
further identified population density of Igbolansl @another factor that forced the people to othecesd’

There is no doubt that this perspective contribdtethe question of the validity of economic ex@ton as a
central factor in Igbo migration discourse. Perhdpstorians had tried to look at other explanations
Nonetheless, this study merely concern itself wvifte “why” question to Igbo migration. One wouldvka
expected Dmitri to focus this study on the patthat Igbo migration had taken over time. It is sotprising for
historians to query this proposition, especiallytbe ground of his discipline- Anthropology. Busiong stay

in Igholand gives him credence to this position.

Contributing to the debate on the explanation bbiguigration, Udoaku Ola in his article, “The Sceeiconomic
basis of a Diaspora Community”, disagrees with Difsifproposition. He rather subscribes to the etanal
inclination of the igbo people as a factor to thmigration during and after the colonial period. $teessed the
place of education as a social factor in ‘pullitgpo to urban centers and outside the country. dderés that the
opportunities which colonial education brought lte people was quite significant which the Igho peagere
quick to take hold of. This, to him, was the reasdty Igbo people were mostly clerical officers b BBritish
colonial administration and were visible in theilcservice across the country. He justified hisipos by
explaining how Igbo families that were relativelyeoff, sponsored their children to study abro&dme clan
groups also combined their efforts to send thdirsirious sons’ abroad for further studies. Thedgtdisplayed
Igbo traditional societies and the quest for knalgke which was instrumental in the migration pattétowever,
Ola’s argument suggests a departure from the pratzaconomic explanation as most historians hatujatsd
that Igbo people are ‘adventurous and inclinedammercial tendencie§.This became a point of controversy
on the social character of Igho people. How cotildsé two issues, love for knowledge and commercial
inclination be reconciled? His argument and Dimtnposition all emphasized social dimension, thottgh
perspectives differ.

He identified four stages in Igbo migration histampere he noted other explanations and dimensibrgso
argument? The first stage was the traditional rural migratiwhere people moved for better economic
opportunity, especially with agriculture. Ola pdatad that this stage spanned till the advent aifrgal period.
The second is the rural to urban migration thak tolace with the infrastructural improvement expaded with
the advent of colonial administration. This enalbpemple to move from one place to another withhék of
improved transportation. Ola’s argument on these stages is on economic dimension of Igbo migration

4 bid.,53.

5 Ibid.,53

6 Ibid.,55

7 Ibid.,57.

8 Amosi, Odi. “The Igbo In Diaspora; The binding Femf Information,”Liberties and Cultures
Vol.34,No.2.(Spring 1999) 157.

® Udoaku, Ola. “The Socio- economic basis of a piea Community; Igbo bu ikeReview

of African Political Economy/ol.29, N0.92.2002.303-306.

30



Historical Research Letter www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-3178 (Paper) ISSN 2225-0964 (Online) s.l_ij
Vol.40, 2017 IIS E

Though he observed this phenomenon, he spentiles®nh it, no doubt, because economic explanatibmhgbo
migration appear over studied in the historiography

The third stage of his postulation of Igbo migratisas different and most significant. Ola raiseg¢himportant
issues of Igho migration in this stage. Accordinghim, the stage started during and immediatelgr afie
Nigerian/Biafran war of 1967-1970. He believe ttusbe the period of forced migration, the periodetinic
dimension to migration and the period of increalggmb diaspora. He emphasized what he call “ethigiarsing
of the Igbo people” which happened with the yedrBligeria’s political independence to the beginniofgthe
civil war as a defining moment of Igbo migratithit is his opinion that the killing of Igbo at othparts of the
country forced them to migrate to neighboring Wasfsican countries and to some extent to advancenhicies.
Ola’s concern of this study is not a discourse loa effects of the civil war on the people but orwhie
unbearable conditions both at home and elsewhetheircountry propelled them to increased migratide.
posited that Igho students abroad also found thetgin back home unsafe for them thereby decidestay
back. He explained that this was the reason whmaoy Igbo professional are seen abroad. Ola’s wvieferced
migration among Igbo people tends to present thewiaims of political crisis. His interpretatiomipts to the
direction of organized migration which might be le&ling. This perspective lacks some insight on the
dimension of the migration of displaced Igbo.

The fourth stage presented by Ola demonstratesenception of group identity and diaspora. He explad that

this stage, which started from the 1980s, introdueedeeper connection between Igbo abroad and their
homelands. Ola calls this “the era of diaspbra’ factor prominent in this period was the losshope in the
country not just with Igbo people but the entirdior He argued that the collapse of the economg wa
instrumental in the decision to leave. The roldaie town improvement Association became prevalerihg

this period. He pointed out two principal respoiigies which these associations performed. Thegktthe
responsibility of seeing to the welfare of their mieers in diaspora and also commit themselves to the
development of their various hometownh&his interpretation of the stages introduces & &hilgbo historical
discourse from justifications and reasons for Ighigration to the activities of the migrants in théiost
communities. Various historical studies in this dimion thus attempt to examine how the Igbo digsp@re
able to achieve communal identity. Other studiass &boked at the activities of the Igho associatod their

role in development of Igbo homeland. In his wortdigho seem more concerned with the local issuesoofie
town politics than other wider issues”.

The argument among historians on what constituspdira will be discussed with the presentation bglid
Koser on the concept on a wider African contextichlalso applies to Igbo people.

Ola further identified two generations of Igho gieg to drive home his arguméfifThe first is the category of
Igbo diaspora who still battles with issues of igration, employment challenges and matters of atiapt

The second generation are those who had establibleadselves and are concerned with matters of group
identity and the relationship with the Igbo homelan

This interpretation is significant in that it dissed the concern of historians on the dispersidghaf people in
large number in late 30and early 2% centuries. The argument presents an agreementgghistorians on the
role and importance of Igbo groups and associatiafiaspora not just to the development of Igbo &lamd |,

but also as a factor in later migration of peopiehame. Hence, the view evaluates the developmibats
influence and affect the Igbo diaspora in botharel and the world at large.

Amosi Odi in “Igbo Diaspora; the binding force afformation” agree with Ola on the explanation obdg
diaspora but emphasized that economic interestrseghed every other in Igbo migration He descrilbedigbo
as being “among the most dispersed in Africa amtiages the world"*°He argued that their tendency towards

19 Udoaku, Ola. “The Socio- economic basis of a pima Community; Igbo bu ikeReview
of African Political Economy/0l.29, N0.92.2002.304
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materialism created in them a sense of advenfurbus they seize every economic opportunity botiwiand
outside Nigeria. He argued that Igbo commercialeimgty explained their visible presence outsideirthe
homelands. To him, the greatest pull for their wmiign is trade and economic opportunitidse stated that the
1980s witnessed a increased urbanization in Nigehh took many Igbo youths to urban centers. B t
International level, he argued that the wealthhef developed nations, on the other hand was thectdn of
most Igbo people in those countries.

Odi, perhaps makes an addition to economic exglamdbr Igbo migration, which as | stated earliexdh
received considerable historical attention. He @ees the Igbo diaspora as congregation of peojieses
economic interest structures their activities. Heare it is an addition to the discourse on Igbosp@a. This
perspective presented the Igbo at the end of thievear as a people that responded to the prevpsiocial and
economic circumstances and utilized their advenisirgpirit to find a way to escape and better thatg. Odi
paid less attention to subject of identity formatim diaspora which he raised. He rather focusedace
discourse on economic instruments of communicatimhinformation within the diasporic communities.

On the other hand, Chukwuemeka Onwubu in “Ethdéntity, political integration and National Devefoent;
the Igbo in Diaspora in Nigeria” examines anothgpext of historical interest-ethnic identity. Heonesents
historians who had discussed migration from ethdimension.. He argued Igbo migration as a conscious
inclination towards ethnicity, which perhaps expad their cleaving together in Northern and Wesparis of
Nigeria. It is his argument that this tendency i the efforts at national integration and degwelent. He
buttressed this view by looking at the killing gibb at the various parts of Nigeria before andrduthe civil
war. His position is that this was a consequenamigfation and identification on ethnic grourfd$ie observed
that this inclination by Igbo migrants is not jestperienced within Nigeria alone but is at othaurtdes where
they congregate. Onwubu agrees with Dmitri proparsion population pressure in Igboland as a faictdgbo
migration He posited that population density andrstye of land for commercial agriculture also acted for
the migration outside Igbo homelafitHe substantiated this argument by citing Onwuk&eDia renowed
Nigerian historian who suggested that the majoemdeihant of migration in Igboland had been econoamid
population pressurg.

“The density of population, which was and stillasmain feature of the igbo country was due in parthe
ascension of ‘new blood men in the west'....... The mimportant factor conditioning Igbo history in thée"
century and in our own time is land hunger. Heree lgbo pressing against limited land resources dfad
necessity to seek other avenues of livelihood dattieir own ethnic homelarfd”

Onwubu demonstrates a level of agreement in héstbpresentation of Igbo migration. By focusing te
impact of ethnicity to migration, Onwubu has raisewther dimension to historical reconstructionmigration
not just for the Igho people but for other multi@thsocieties.

2. African Diaspora Discour se
It is pertinent at this juncture to shift the dission from Igbo to trend in African general histati discourse.
Khalid Koser in the introduction of the bodkew African Diasporaengaged in an examination of the concept
of Diaspora and its application in African contekte maintains that there is a shift from the tiadél
understanding of diaspora in the laté"2@ntury in African historiography. Before this @mdiscussion of
diaspora tended to view it as the dispersal ofcafri mostly to North America and Western Europe i@&salt of
slave tradé? Other works also had included the descendanthefsiaves who had settled especially in the
United State$®

Koser asserts that the usage of diaspora amorayihist no longer depict the above but is applied/hat he
called “second wave of Africans in the wetHe argued that the new African diaspora entai$saussion on
voluntary migration of Africans as against the ilwdary dispersion earlier upheld. In defining giasa he

% |bid., 159
7 1bid., 160.
13 Onwubu, ‘Ethnic Identity’ ,404.
19 1bid.,405.
2 |bid., 404.
21 Onwuka Dike Trade and politics in the Niger Delt& cited in Chukwuemeka Onwubu, “Ethnic Idefitit04.
zthaIid Koser, “Introduction’New African Diaspora (London; Routledge, 2003.) 1
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guoted Shelfer, who posited that “Modern diasparasethnic groups of migrants who resides andnattd host
countries, but maintain a strong sentiment and mahtdinks with their countries of origin and their
homelands™ However, his position is concerned on how Afris@dnceptualized in relation to its diaspora and
how the diaspora see themselves. This concepttiatizeeems generally agreed in historical discourgsfrica.

It reflects in general historiography of Igbo diaspin Nigeria.

Similarly, Amadu Lucky Kaba introduces the finabugs of this paper’'s discussion in his work, “Adrc
Migration, Brain Drain: Factors contributing to thdass emigration of Africa’s Elite to the west”. He
highlighted these factors to include; political fimts, quest for material advantages and profesdio
dissatisfactiorf® He structured his argument on the loss of pradess and skilled human resources of Africa to
developed countries. Thus, he opined that the dpwant sectors of African economy are abandoned and
understaffed’ His argument thus is that “Africa is indirectlysspsoring developed countrie®'This issue has
received considerable attention not just by hiatwsi but in contemporary social migration studiekisT
observation is significant to the understandinggbb and Nigerian historiography which explains ithereasing

rate of this phenomenon. He further advanced thast African migrants to developed word who migrafied
educational pursuits had however settled thereimgusrica several loss in its human investments.

3. Conclusion

In conclusion, what | have tried to do in this pajgean attempt at synthesizing the arguments arhistgrians
on the rationale, pattern, issues and trends i lgigration. The first issue dealt on the reasarsidgbo
migration. Although most historical studies presecbnomic explanations, the presentations of Draitd Ola
demonstrates the importance of looking at sociatofa. Dmitri see Igbo migration as efforts to dogu
influence and status displayed at their villaggss argument seems so unpopular, yet it represedeparture
from the economic dimension. Other social factdsswbssed include population density of Igboland yimb
quest for education. Onwubu and Ola appear to agreke above propositions. However, the issueigfant’s
role to the development of the homeland undoubtediy a common factor in the discourse. Brain deaid
diaspora conceptualization constitute a shift eflilstoriography to African and world context. Théssues are
quite similar with the trend in global migrationohktheless, forced migration resulting from pdditicrises had
not received deserved attention in Igbo and Nigerggration historiography. Thus, there exist a dgap
knowledge on issues and patterns of migration bbIgeople who were economically displaced and ipaliy
persecuted immediately after the war. The exodubisfpeople to “new Home in North America, Can&alae
precise forms the intension of the present study.
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