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Abstract

Rapid development in technology has become a cfglén nation building among youths. Erode of imdlinal
self worth and patriotic spirit, increase in immoeectivities and fragile family institution are amg the
phenomenon widely discussed. As access of infoomasi openly and for free via internet youths aqgosed to
various forms of information that agitates themréepond beyond religious values, norms or sociahbaries.
Educators and teachers should prepare to face \wrdame the challenges. Curriculum activities toulpate
positive attitudes, nurture strong characters aedsant personality should be planned. Activitiegoiving
moral and spiritual appreciation and activitiesdghen healthy lifestyles would help in the formatiof self-
worth among students.
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1. Introduction

Today’s rapid developments in the field of techiggldhave made the world change at a fantastic pHus.
phenomenon demands a complete and thorough prigmabst all quarters in meeting the challenges tmeo
They have to be ready and vigilant in orientatihgirt future in line with this development. In th&*Zentury
Malaysia is faced with challenges from within andside the country due to globalization, liberdii@a and
developments in Information and communicationsnetdgy (ICT). This rapid development in the ICTldigés
capable of changing the mindset and values of peapd this inadvertently creates issues and clygtenThe
abundance of information catering to all as a cqusace of developments in globalization and ICihdeed
difficult to prohibit or control. However, as albgies find it extremely difficult to sidestep thpswerful force,
they should, on the other hand, build a new paradig acknowledge and track the developments that ar
evolving. Therefore, in the Malaysian context, ffteenomenon above demands that the country devidop i
people in a more mature fashion with high self-Ww@hd competitiveness.

2. Glabalization and the Development of ICT

Globalization based on ICT applications has a hogmct on culture and human civilization. It is as that

the efforts to build a nation state play an impatrteole especially when the waves of globalizatgains

momentum and has the potential to destroy and etbéeself-worth in every citizen of a country. & i
acknowledged that developments in ICT has drastichlanged the way of life and peoples customsesthe

advent of ICT, in fact these developments are ggimhomentum and influencing peoples way of life dmel

environment. In reference to the rapid developnagit expansion in the ICT field, one aspect of & wen a

negative impact and got an unfavorable view. Thenpimenon that involves racial sentiments, religisases,

political and social problems are among matters ithae cropped up of late and has strengthenfitgeeimce on

materialism, hedonism and pornography that evelgtuall erode self-worth of the people, especiale youth.

The phenomenon stated above, among others, isu#tbile to the unfettered freedom of ICT usage.

Undeniably, the developments in ICT can contrikeiteer a negative or a positive effect dependinghenviews
and understanding of each individual and the spdis¢lf. The abuse of internet facilities can @ose's mind
to stray and impel him to be incensed in futile ionat activities. The web portal has got its goadkesivhere it
offers a lot of information and resources abouiotes topics. It also offers a wide range of sersisech as
delivering of information via e-mail and sharinginformation via forums.

However, from another aspect it has been knownatee lan imminent influence on one's self-worth. Blog
created and written by irresponsible bloggers cdriffjer off sentiments and confusion causing thieking,
spirits and actions of the people including youths school children to be in a state of dilemmdatter and
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eventually bring about the erosion of the individuself-worth. Citizens including youths and schobildren
are easily influenced by materials and informabtorthe internet although these materials and irdition may
not have been corroborated for their authoritagivehenticity.

Present developments on global matters can easiacbessed through web portals or social websjtegniost
anyone including youths and school children. Theyesasily influenced by these developments rende¢hiam
oblivious to their actual and immediate obligati@msl responsibilities such as school regulatiomsiesal norms
and basic laws of the country. Therefore, theyliserally carried away or immersed in the suppogeijhteous
world of the World Wide Web although in actual fdbe actions have transgressed or are insensitive t
country's point of view. For example, issues paitaj to legality, the constitution and the sociahttact which
have been agreed upon all this while including iettamd cultural rights and religious provisions d&ng
questioned on websites and blogs. Hence, in tverf@f globalization, youths and the upcoming gatien are
slowly being cut off from cultural reality and theots of their own historical being. The countrycisught
unaware as the people and the country's histdpsisg its significance. The globalization processventually
controlling today's civilization. If this matter ieft to its destiny, globalization would eventyakrode and
subdue the patriotic spirit and self-worth of tleple including youths and school children.

Social networking sites on the internet such astt&wi YouTube, Friendster, MySpace and Facebook are
examples identified as contributing to matters timatolve social ills such as unfettered socializimtyug
problems, human trafficking, cheating, fraud, cption, persecution, defamation and matters beydred t
standards of morally acceptable behavior. Indiisluancluding youths and school children, are ergofo
various forms of information that agitates themréepond beyond religious values, norms or sociahbaries.

It is found that some blogs do display photos, cactscenes, pornographic videos or recordings asd al
statements or writings by the younger generati@muT¥ibe, Friendster and MySpace clearly portrayctipse

in moral values, self-worth and patriotism whictpiesumed to be the basics for nation building. iagority

of the younger generation has been dragged intedtial and cultural globalization process andugtovarious
means these youths will continue to become the taag®ets of globalization.

Upon analyzing the phenomenon above, it can beleded that ICT development in the globalization era
actually can contribute to matters deemed negathg undesirable. Globalization makes distance, espad
time seem to be in a virtual dimension which camimyved with ease. The human communication web makes
distance almost negligible and incredibly fast tsng ICT. Information in various forms flow throughe
internet and are received almost instantaneouklig. fEature of instantaneous access of informasi@bused by
some parties to offer pornographic material opeantd for free which eventually lends a negative ctfte
individuals and the family institution. For exampthe increase in the number of adultery, rapeinoest are
among the consequences of watching pornographieriabbr surfing pornographic sites on the internet

The family institution is becoming more fragile day day due to the influence and role played by. [Tfis is
because individuals feel that they can go aboutglthis based on the pretext of being independiedividuals
also feel that all things are literally at theinder tips that can be applied in various situatiaithout the
assistance or service of fellow family members.tTdmnfidence which makes them rely on virtual fdens so
strong that rationality in decision making is ataimum. Without them realizing it some partiesddn take
advantage of this situation to engage in immorévities. Coupled with other factors such as thaimal or
absence of religious education and parental orlyalove, the wanting to try something new and puessor
influence from peers has become the cause of swsal ills that are almost impossible to arresterEfore, the
edification of self-worth towards building a natistate is one effort that is bound to face hugdlehges and
obstacles.

When the individual and the family institution bew® fragile, society will no longer be sturdy. As a
consequence, the negative effects would be fethatsocietal level. The society would become shahgt
culpable to various threats. The society would bmerable to disasters due to the expansion amtidma of
usage of ICT as it becomes the nucleus in the Btaahnology development and globalization. Otheant
society, the religious and educational institutionil also feel the same impact whereby their tusidnal roles
would be seen as insignificant and trivial. Therefcmow surfaces the issue of the difficulty intimalting self-
worth of the citizens towards building a natiortetas envisioned.

The effect on the nation would become obvious wihenefforts to develop self-worth and eventuallytold a
nation state faces innumerable obstacles arisimign fthe state of the individual, family and soci¢tat has
become unstable and in shambles. Self-worth capmanculcated and developed in such a situationation
state with citizens that do not possess self-w@tkonsidered weak. Consequently the country wdadd
numerous risks not only in terms of security, peaug prosperity but from a nation's progress paoiiiew too.
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In relation to that, it can be emphasized that gliahtion, especially through ICT, gives a contcaatly impact
on the efforts to create a chivalrous self-wortlhia citizens towards building a nation state.

From one angle, globalization gives a contradiciangact on the efforts in building a nation statbe above
issue is deemed serious and worrying becausedttine effects on inculcating and buttressing selfth of the
citizens towards building a nation state is veryiobs. In schools, educators are working very tiardevelop
and educate these youths towards inculcating andag¢idg self-worth with characteristics such agipasm,
nationalism, unity, sense of national culture artd and a global vision with a local flavor. Howevihe wave
of reality arising from the acceleration of ICT da®t advocate any of the efforts initiated byeHecators.

According to Ismail Hussien, Wan Hashim Wan The @hézali Shafie (1997), globalization which dissiateis
under the direct effects of ICT is apparently ateggzation or imperialistic culture, language auflication that

is influential; and has a profound effect in debting and eventually marginalizing religion. Itllwmake
Malaysian society relatively materialistic and maméentated towards consumerism and commerce #agisr
extensive profits without considering other's rigghnd mutual importance. Monopolistic riches arenaed as
economic growth; cultural domination as liberaliaaf oppressing the weak is democracy; hedonism is
individual freedom; moving the populace to the sbisuis urbanization; and colonization is the frearkeat.
Therefore, globalization in actual fact is nothimgre than domination. This matter is an adversex@menon
which is a consequence of globalization.

The thought on globalization is personified by geoground the world so much so there does not exigt
feeling of apprehension of the effects of the pssoghich is being given life and triumphed up byldi@owers
who just might not be very responsible or havertbein agenda. The notion on globalization wouldrgually
conclude that sovereignty of a nation state nedcerist anymore as ‘a world without borders' is #pex of
human progress universally. Therefore, all pantiesild seem to be satisfied although in fact they laeing
manipulated by numerous global institutions that exploiting all the expertise and manpower to cosre the
resistance that does not believe globalizationgsaated entity.

3. Overcoming Challenges

The phenomenon regarding the effects of globatimaimpeding on the efforts to form a nation state i
something that is bound to happen. Challenges efftdtenges emanating from the physical, mentalsgpiritual
aspects, which are consequences of the globalizatave, liberalization and ICT development, has giut
parties in a state of alert and preparedness erméting their direction or orientation of theitdwe. This matter
can be looked from either a positive or a neggpiemt of view. Emphatically, technology developnteirt the
ICT field has the ability to shape our way of thimk and the society’s value systems be it localftionally or
internationally. This progress in the new era isadibed by Toffler (1980) abhe Third Wavewhich focuses on
technology change.

This phenomenon could eventually become more semden used in cyber space which is thought ofees f
from any prohibitions or limitations. Until todajdre is no charter or law that controls the useybkr space.
Western culture could effortlessly influence thends of Malaysia’s younger generation and causeshcin
cultures; the Eastern culture is based on normgeigion while the Western culture is associatéthwnodern
culture. Activities that are considered ‘cool’ inegfern culture are seen as activities that coudnish the
morals and deemed unacceptable by Eastern culitaabards. Hence, to consolidate the self-worthhef
people, priority should be given in confronting thenace in cyber space.

To blame someone or to exclude one’s self fromntakdart in the ICT technology development processlav
not benefit anyone. Conversely, this course ofoactiould leave people lagging behind as the wortdvas
forward. What's more important is the wisdom, sgtbnand the apprehension of one’s self. Actualhg t
developments in ICT technology should be lookednupth caution so as to balance the negative elé&tbat
it brings along in the era of globalization. THere, those who do not possess the strength todat
subjugation of their minds would eventually falttim to this globalization challenge. This issuggyisbal in
nature and difficult to handle by one’s self.

In order to increase efforts to consolidate théwelth of the people towards building a nationtetall parties
should have the initiative and join forces to tglet. Beginning with the individual, who should kathe
resolve and determination in that direction, thi§am will follow suit with the support and coopéom from

family members, schools, society and the natiore Wdrious parties cannot just stand by and blarok ether
but instead have to compromise and collaboratehge®e their goals. If the fruits of labor are &® énjoyed by
everyone then it is only proper that the efforts swe a collaboration of all parties concernedriheo to seek
harmony.
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In the field of education, evaluation and revisafithe curriculum is an important agenda to idgntd what

extend the curriculum is able to form self-worthag the students to enable them to face the erfuraac
challenges of globalization. The curriculum shouafthtain added value that is relevant and able épare

students with knowledge, skills, values and selfttvaso as to enable them to confront global chgksn
Curriculum activities and the hidden roles of thericulum such as the practice of school cultureusth be

given due attention in order to inculcate posit@tgtudes, nurture strong characters and pleasamsbpality’s.

Furthermore, activities involving moral and spiatwappreciation and also activities based on hgdiltastyles

would help in the formation of self-worth amongdsats.

For the educators and teachers, they should be tmdrand ready to bear these duties and respdtisiio
achieve what is desired although critical challengeuld be forthcoming. Teachers should be mentatig
emotionally prepared to face these changes andeohak. The duties, roles and responsibilitieseathers
cannot be stagnant over time but occasionally nebdsges and a new orientation in teaching youttts a
students in accordance with the challenges of tbbat) post modernization age. It cannot be denfet t
facilities and innovative methods involving ICT hasbe taken full advantage off by teachers, heéraehers
also need to guide these students on how to mathagdechnology wisely based on high self-worth and
responsibility. For example, information that ixce&ed has to be processed first, i.e. evaluatedggd
impartially and ascertained for its relevance. E€ghnology users who are wise should be sensitidesgaluate
the information for its truth and authenticity bdsmn the original source of the information. Emgsas truth
and a way of life based on divine principles shdoédexplained to students so as to produce a gemet
students with self integrity.

While facing the challenges of global competitiargountry very much needs human capital as itagéast ally
to spruce it to a status of an industrialized matM/hen planning activities and programs emphasisils be
given to integrated activities and programs thaintistudents to think critically when faced withacolges or
issues. The practice of docile acceptance of whatput forth has to change. On the contrary, higlell
thinking has to be inculcated to secure the selftwof the younger generation. In facing the chegjles of
globalization, the practice of compartmentalizethking has to be replaced with a complete, balaremed
integrated method of thinking based on in-depthwkedge on the issue and its features, details, dvacikd
plus its effects and consequences. On a firm niotegiew of the spectacular wave of globalizatioffpes to
consolidate self-worth of the people towards buijda nation state ought to be by leaps and boundsdier to
compete with that wave.

3. Conclusion

Developments in ICT technology have influenced haiiinges. These strong challenges need a firm settiw
among the people who dwell in these developmertis. i$sues have to be managed critically by all tgusr
working in sync in an effort to build a future geaion that is progressive, competitive, dynamioivative
and creative and at the same time have high valngsnorals, be ethical, courteous, disciplinedijritag vision
and a patriotic spirit. It cannot be denied thatowation brings about effects that can become sssual
challenges that need to be handled wisely andaslyi using critical and creative thinking. The ohishift and
thought’s of the younger generation that build-gedfth is important in building a society that’srhenious and
united. The future of a country depends on thisngaeu generation and if they have a distinguished an
impressive self-worth then the future and the peegrof the nation is assured. On the contrarfeifyounger
generation of today does not hold on to true vahuekself-worth then the destruction of a natianiarorder.

References

Abu Bakar Abdul Majeed (1998). Information Age — fstamic Perspectivdslam and Development in Asia,
Kuala Lumpur: Institut Kefahaman Islam Malaysia I(\§

Alim Mujahid (2000). Cybersex Melayu. famadunNo. 71: 59.

Ismail Hussein, Wan Hashim Wan The dan Ghazalii8hglf997). Tamadun Melayu: Menyongsong Abad Kedua
Puluh SatuBangi: Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia Press.

Kementerian Pelajaran Malaysia. (2003)rat Pekeliling Ikhtisas Bil. 6/2001Peringatan Mengenai Pengaruh
Negatif Cybercafelan Pusat Permainan Video Terhadap Murid-Murid Békd<uala Lumpur: Ministry
of Education.

Kementerian Pelajaran Malaysia. (200Bglan Induk Pembangunan Pendidikan (PIPP) 2006 +02(Edisi

23



International Affairs and Global Strategy www.iiste.org

ISSN 2224-574X (Paper) ISSN 2224-8951 (Online) J,L.i__l
Vol.17, 2013 “s E

Pelancaran). Kuala Lumpur: Ministry of Education.
Mahathir Mohamad (1991Malaysia melangkah ke hadapdfuala Lumpur: Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka.

Mohd. Azhar Abd. Hamid, Azmi Shah Suratman & Muhdnk@uzi Othman (2001). Senario Pendidikan Moral
Masyarakat Melayu Zaman Teknologi Komunikasi Malkdéun§lCT): Trend, Hala Tuju Dan Model
Pendidikan Moral Keluarga Islam. urnal Teknologi 35(E) Dis. 2001: 45-70. Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia

Malaysia. (2006). Rancangan Malaysia Kesembilan 2a0m10 Putrajaya: Jabatan
Perancang Ekonomi, Jabatan Perdana Menteri.

Toffler, A., (1980).The Third WaveNew York: Bantam Books.

24



This academic article was published by The International Institute for Science,
Technology and Education (IISTE). The IISTE is a pioneer in the Open Access
Publishing service based in the U.S. and Europe. The aim of the institute is
Accelerating Global Knowledge Sharing.

More information about the publisher can be found in the IISTE’s homepage:
http://www.iiste.org

CALL FOR JOURNAL PAPERS

The 1ISTE is currently hosting more than 30 peer-reviewed academic journals and
collaborating with academic institutions around the world. There’s no deadline for
submission. Prospective authors of IISTE journals can find the submission
instruction on the following page: http://www.iiste.org/journals/  The IISTE
editorial team promises to the review and publish all the qualified submissions in a
fast manner. All the journals articles are available online to the readers all over the
world without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those inseparable from
gaining access to the internet itself. Printed version of the journals is also available
upon request of readers and authors.

MORE RESOURCES

Book publication information: http://www.iiste.org/book/

Recent conferences: http://www.iiste.org/conference/

IISTE Knowledge Sharing Partners

EBSCO, Index Copernicus, Ulrich's Periodicals Directory, JournalTOCS, PKP Open
Archives Harvester, Bielefeld Academic Search Engine, Elektronische
Zeitschriftenbibliothek EZB, Open J-Gate, OCLC WorldCat, Universe Digtial
Library , NewJour, Google Scholar

e BSCO INDEX@ COPERNICUS
ros INFORMATION SERVICES DN RSN B LI AR

@ vmensyize sourmaocs @

£z Elektronische
@0® Zeitschriftenbibliothek

open

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

LIBRARY



http://www.iiste.org/
http://www.iiste.org/journals/
http://www.iiste.org/book/
http://www.iiste.org/conference/

