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Abstract:  

Nitrous oxide (N2O) is one of the major greenhouse gases "GHG” the main source of N2O emission is synthetic 
mineral nitrogen fertilizers. The conversion values according to the global warming potential for N2O are 298 
times as CO2 per molecule. The main objective of this work is to mitigate GHG emission from N2O by create 
synthesis new nitrification inhibitors.  Coumarine derivatives were synthesized (1-4), and prove the structures by 
spectral data, the compounds (1) and (4) were applied as nitrification inhibitors to mitigation of nitrous oxide. 
The results indicated that, the presence of each of the two tested inhibitors (1, 4) reduced the N2O emission from 
urea-treated soils by 72% and 49%, respectively, in inhibiting nitrification during the 28-day incubation period.  
Key words: Nitrous oxide emissions, Mitigation, Agricultural soil, Nitrification, Coumarin derivatives. 

1. Introduction: 

      The atmospheric N2O concentration before the industrial revolution was 0.28–0.29 ppm (1) and it currently  
reached  to 0.31 ppm (2, 3). Nearly two-thirds of agricultural emissions occur as N2O, which has 298 times the 
global warming potential of CO2 

(4) .The N2O is considered responsible for 4 to 5% of global warming (5, 6), being 
the tropical and temperate noncultivated soils the main sources and accounting for 63% of N2O total emissions 
(6). Several ideas  for N2O mitigation have been suggested (7), which include optimum N supply to crops, proper 
animal and crop residue management, use of controlled-release fertilizers, nitrification inhibitors, and proper 
water management, etc.  Nitrification inhibitors can delay the microbial oxidation of NH4

+ to nitrite (NO2
− ) for a 

certain period (several weeks or months) and are therefore very effective in blocking microbial nitrification and 
subsequent denitrification (8,9). The effects of more than 100 compounds (organic and inorganic) on soil unease 
activity were studied (10). At  commercial  level,  it  is  possible  to  find  nitrification  inhibitors  such  as 
nitrapyrin  (2-chloro-6- trichloromethylpyridine; NP), dicyandiamide  (2-cyanoguanidine; DCD) and 3,4-
dimethylpyrazole phosphate (DMPP) (11,12), with diverse results. Many plant products, especially non-edible 
oilseeds and their constituents have been found to inhibit nitrification in soil (13). Among them, karanjin (3-
methoxy furano-2′,3′,7,8-flavone), a furano-flavonoid, which obtained from karanja (Pongamia glabra Vent.) 
seeds, and have excellent nitrification-inhibiting activity (14,15). Different alternative forms of karanjin such as 
karanj-ketone (4-hydroxy- 5–methoxy acetyl coumarine) inhibit nitrification. Other modifications, where the 
coumarin ring is kept intact, retain this effect in varying degrees. The main target of this work to diagnose the 
nitrification inhibition efficiency of tow synthetic coumarin derivatives in urea –fertilized soils in order to 
investigate their profitable role in reducing N2O emissions. 
 

Materials and Methods: 

 

2.1. Soil 

The surface soil (0–15 cm) was collected from the research farm of Central Laboratory for Agricultural Climate 
(CLAC), Agricultural Research Center (ARC),Dokky ,Egypt. The soil analysis are recorded in Table (1)  
The soil moisture content at field  capacity 25%. 
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Table (1)  Some physical and chemical characteristics of the investigated soil. 
 

Soil parameter Value 

pH 7.4 

EC(mmoh/cm) 5.2 

Soluble cations (m molc L-1 ) 

Ca
++

  22.4 

Mg
++

  33.4 

Na
+
 mmoh/l 20 

         K
+
 mmoh/l 7.5 

Soluble anions (mmolcL-1) 

Cl
-
  41 

CO3
-
 1.1 

HCO3
-
 13 

SO4
--
 28.2 

 

2.2. Preparation of inhibitors: 

 

     To synthesis the two tested nitrification  inhibitors (1, 4) , the following reagents were prepared  in the series 
steps: 
 

2.2.1. Synthesis of (7-hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl) acetic acid (1): 

    The (7-hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl) acetic acid prepared as a procedures reported  (16)
.  

2.2.2. Synthesis of 2-(7-hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl) acetyl chloride (2): 

 

The product (2) was prepared as reported (17)
.  

 

2.2.3. Synthesis of 2-(1-(7-hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl)vinyloxyamino)- 3-(4-hydroxyphenyl)propanoic 

acid(3): 

 A solution of acid chloride (2; 0.01 mole) in acetone (30 ml) was added to  L Tyrosine (0.011 mole) in ethyl 
alcohol (30 ml) and base, the reaction mixture was  stirred for two hours. After the solvent removed under 
reduced pressure, the crude product of compound   (3) was obtained. The solid product was filtered and 
recrystallized from benzene to give (3) as brownish red crystals, Yield: (85 %);   Rf =0.87; M.P :90-92°C. IR: υ/ 
cm-1 = 3469(OH), 3204(NH), 1720(C=O acid), 1664(C=O ketone), 1594(C=O Amide); HNMR(DMSO) δ/ppm = 
7.35,7.25,7.10 (3H,aromatic protons), 6.25,6.39,6.48 (t,3H,coumarin), 8.8(s,1H,OH)           

2.2.4.Synthesis of methyl 2-(2-(7-hydroxy-2-oxo-2H-chromen-4-yl) acetamido)-3-(4-hydroxyphenyl) 

propanoate (4): 

 The pure thionyl chloride (0.01 mole) was added in drops with acid (3) in absolute methanol (30 ml.) during 
30 mins with stirring. The stirring was continued for additional 3 hrs.  The mixture was left for 24 hrs at 
room temperature. The residual material recrystallized by benzene to give product (4) as brown crystals. 
Yield: (87 %);   Rf =0.67; M.P:155-57°C, IR υ/ cm-1 = 3694(OH), 3435(NH), 1724(C=O), 1598(Amide 
C=O); HNMR (DMSO) δ/ppm = 9.31(s, 1H, OH), (5.9-7.4) (m, 8H, aromatic protons). 

2.3. Stepwise Docking Method:  

2.3.1  Preparation of Small Molecule: 

Molecular modeling of the target compounds were built using MOE, and were minimized their energy with PM3 
through MOPAC. Our compounds were introduced into the (1KAU) binding sites according to preduction 
binding stie  of the program.  
 

2.3.2. MOE Stepwise 

The crystal structures of the (1KAU) with (1) as an reference inhibitor molecule was used, Water and inhibitor 
molecule was removed, and hydrogen atoms were added. The parameters and charges were assigned with 
MMFF94x force field.   After alpha-site spheres were generated using the site finder module of MOE.  The 
optimized 3D  structures of molecules  were  subjected  to generate different poses of  ligands  using  triangular  
matcher  placement  method, which generating poses by aligning ligand triplets of atoms on triplets of alpha 
spheres represented in the receptor site points, a random triplet of alpha sphere centers is used to determine the 



Journal of Biology, Agriculture and Healthcare                                                                                                                                www.iiste.org 

ISSN 2224-3208 (Paper)  ISSN 2225-093X (Online) 

Vol.4, No.10, 2014 

 

70 

pose during each iteration. The pose generated was rescored using London dG scoring function. The poses 
generated were refined with MMFF94x forcefield, also, the solvation effects were treated. The Born solvation 
model (GB/VI) was used to calculate the final energy, and the finally assigned poses were assigned a score based 
on the free energy in kJ/mol 
 

2.3. Treatments: 

One hundred grams of loamy soil in glass beakers (250 ml) was treated with an 100 ppm urea. Each of tow 
investigated compound P1and P4 was added to the soil at the rates of 100, 200 and 300 ppm . Solutions, 
prepared by dissolving crystals of compounds in acetone. Acetone and compounds in acetone were added drop 
by drop to the soil at room temperature and the beakers were constantly stirred to ensure the immediate 
evaporation of added acetone. The soil was again thoroughly stirred subsequently, to ensure uniform mixing of 
the fertilizer N and the inhibitors. Treatments containing control without any inhibitors were also included, thus 
making 28 treatments in all. The moisture loss from the beakers during the experiment was measured by using 
soil moisture meter  (PMS-714). The gas samples were immediately analyzed for N2O using Gas filter 
correlation N2O analyzer, Model 46i which detect N2O gas sample by using IR source in the analyzer. These 
analyzer one of three analyzers for detection Greenhouse Gases (N2O, CO2 and CH4) in a Greenhouse Gases 
Monitoring Station at Central Laboratory for Agricultural  Climate (CLAC), Giza, Cairo. 
2.4. Statistical Analyses: 

The experimental data was subjected to statistical analysis of variance according to Snedecor and Cochran 
(1980) 

(18). Duncan test was used to verify means. Data were statistically analyzed using the general linear model 
procedure of SAS (SAS, 2002,V9) (18). Simple linear regression analyses were carried out to find out functional 
relationships between the total N2O emission and different concentrations of inhibitor applied. 

3. Results and Discussion: 

3.1. Chemistry: 

The synthetic route employed to produce the series of   compounds are portrayed in (Scheme .1).  
Acid chloride  (2) was prepared by reaction of phosphorous pentachloride with  acid (1), the compound (2) was 
coupled with L-tyrosine in presence absolute ethanol to give compound (3).  The  IR  spectrum of  compound (3)  
was indicated  that, the  presence  of  a OH and NH function at 3469, 3204 cm-1,  and  it’s  the 1HNMR  spectrum 
showed, a singlet at (δH 8.8 ppm) due to OH protons of carboxylic acid. Methylation of free amino acid 
derivative (3) afforded corresponding ester (4).   Disappearance characteristic OH group from HNMR and  IR 
spectra which confirmed the structure. 
 

 
3.2. N2O Emissions: 

     The results obtained in this experiment s with compound (1) and compound (4) at 0,100,200 and 300 (ppm) 
concentrations are given in Table (2). Their various effects are discussed below: 
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Table (2) Effect of new inhibitors on N2O emissions in incubated soil after 7, 15, 22 and 28 days 

Inhibitors N2O Emissions (ppm) Mean Mitigation % 

Name Conc.(ppm) 7day 15day 22day 28day 

Un treated 0 0.67 
c
 0.83

b
 0.5

c
 1.0

b
 0.8 _ 

Urea  (Control) 100 25
bc

 80
a
 82.0

a
 105.0

a
 73.0 0 

C
o

m
p

(1
) 

100 66.3
ba

 40.6
ba

 2.8 
c
 1.3

b
 27.8 72 

200 36.7
bc

 27.6
ba

 24.2
bc

 0.9
b
 22.4 

300 40.7
bc

 6.5
b
 2.5

c
 0.5

b
 12.6 

C
o

m
p

(4
) 

100 98.0 
a
 43.0

ba
 49.3

bc
 1.8

b
 48.0 49 

200 72.7
ba

 48.3
ba

 6.9
c
 0.8

b
 32.2 

300 61.3
ba

 44.0
ba

 17.3
bc

 0.7
b
 30.8 

LSD 49.4 58.3 40.7 1.7   

Product (P1) 47.9 24.9 9.9 0.9 20.9 72 

Product (P4) 77.3 45.1 24.5 1.1 37.0 49 

C
o

n
c.

 M
e

a
n

 

Un treated 0.67 0.83 0.5 1.0 0.8 _ 

control 25.0 80.0 82.0 105.0 73.0 0 

100 82.2 41.8 26.1 1.5 37.9 47 

200 54.7 38.0 15.6 0.9 27.3 62 

300 51.0 25.3 9.9 0.6 21.7 70 

General Mean 62.6 35.0 17.2 1.0 29.0 60 

 
Least Significant Difference (LSD): Means with different superscripts between the emissions of N2O by using 
two compounds (1) and (4) (a, b, c, ba, bc) and with urea differ significantly .  

     Table (2) demonstrated that, all the applied nitrification inhibitors treatments are effective and in all cases the 
effect was increased with increasing concentration. Generally it is evident that, the performance of free acid (1) 
was better than amino acid methyl ester (4) at all concentrations, for increasing the percentage of mitigation (72 
V.S. 49%, respectively). These compounds (1 and 4) were tested at 100 ppm urea concentration. Maximum 
accumulation of N2O for (1 and 4) with different concentration treatments was observed, after first week of 
incubation showed comparable results with urea. The regulatory effect lasted with all compounds (1 and 4) up to 
28 days.  However compounds (1) and (4) remained effective beyond this period even at 300, 200 and 100 (ppm) 
respectively. The effect of mitigation of N2O emission for compound  (1) and compound (4) are given in figures 
1 and 2. 
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Fig (1) Effect of compound (1) on production  of N2O emissions in incubated soils. 

            In this respect, soil incorporated with 1&4 compounds at 300 ppm for each sharply reduced N2O 
emissions after 28 days from incubation by 99.5% and 99.3%, respectively. The potency of these treatments are 
striking and asserting the decisive need for such inhibitors reagent to mitigate N2O emissions from urea –
fertilized cultivated area. 

                 Data in Table (2) cleared that N2O emissions from solely urea- treated soil were progressively 
increased as time of incubation was increased. N2O emissions at 28 day was more 4 fold than that flow out after 
7day, the reverse is true with the application of new nitrification inhibitors, irrespective to its concentration. N2O 
emissions was gradually degradated  and mitigated down, to be less than 0.01%-0.12%of its emission 
concentration base after 7days from incubation .Our results are comparable to the nitrification inhibition by 
karanjin  compound which reported by earlier(14,19).  

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig (2) Effect of compound (4) on production of N2O emissions in incubated soils. 

                It is important to note that, the four tested compound (1) and compound (4) were showed the highest 
nitrification inhibitor  activity, The present studies further reveal that the carboxylic group  in compound (1) is 
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essential for this activity, which carboxylic group was reacted with NH4 in soil to give ammonium salt  
compound as described in (Scheme.2). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.  Docking studies: 

All calculations for docking experiment were performed using MOE 2008.10 [20]. The tested compounds were 
evaluated in silico (docking), using X-ray crystal structures (ID: 1KAU; [21]).  The tested compounds were 
docked into active sites predicted by MOE. The active site of the enzyme was defined, to include residues within 
a 10.0 Å radius to any of the inhibitor atoms. The scoring functions were applied for the most stable docking 
model to evaluate the binding affinities of the inhibitors, which complexes with (1KAU) active site. The 
complexes were energy-minimized with an MMFF94 force field [22] until the gradient convergence 0.05 
kcal/mol was reached.  All tested compounds (1) and (4) were docked successfully into the active sites. The 
compounds (1) has higher binding scores compared with (2) with values (-154.265 and-112.369) Kcal/mol, 
(Figures. 3 and 4).  

 
Figure 3. Model of the active site of native KAU, showing the position of selected relevant residues. The   C 
atoms shown in grey, in white, N atoms in blue, and O atoms in red. H-bonds are shown as dashed red lines. All 
residues are sized according to their different depths.  

 Figure3 and 4 showed that, Compound 1  was  interacted with binding site  by formation of one hydrogen bond 
with Tyr-385 in MVD tool, its compound 12 was stabilized in MOE by formation three H-bond interaction, 
while compound (4) form weak  bond with binding site. The  higher binding scores  and strong interaction with 
binding site  for compound (1) compared (2), explained the higher potency of compound (1).  

+ 2H2O
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2NH4
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Figure 4. Model of the active site of native KAU, showing the position of selected relevant residues. The   C 
atoms atoms are shown in grey, in white, N atoms in blue, and O atoms in red. All residues are sized according 
to their different depths.  

 
4. Conclusion  

All the nitrification inhibitors used in this study were effective in reducing N2O emission (Table. 2). Compound 
(1) and (4) with urea were found, most effective in reducing N2O emission by 72% and 49%, respectively. 
Lower emission with inhibitors was due to availability of less amount of nitrate for denitrification due to the 
inhibition of the nitrification process.  

        A suitable method for the application these inhibitors with fertilizers has to be formulated for its optimum 
effect under field conditions, as it may not be feasible to apply organic chemical compound mixed in acetone to 
crop fields at a large scale. Thus, a comparative field evaluation of the efficacy of possible modes of application 
of 7- hydroxyl coumarin - 4- acetic acid and its derivatives (i.e. inhibitor mixed with fertilizer; inhibitor coating 
on fertilizer granules; fertilizer coated with inhibitor powder; or inhibitor powder applied directly to soil with 
fertilizers) would be appropriate. Moreover, the soil residual effect of the promising new product of germination 
and establishment of field crops must be considered. The molecular docking experiment preformed and show 
that, The  higher binding scores  and strong interaction with binding site  for compound (1) compared (2), 

explained the higher potency of compound (1).   

5. References: 

1. Pearman GI, Etheridge D, Silve F de, and Fraser PJ (1986) Evidence of changing concentration of 
atmospheric CO2, N2O and CH4 from air bubbles in antarctic ice. Nature 320,248–250. 
2. Machida T, Nakazawa T, Fujii Yaola S and , Watanabe O (1995) Increase 
in the atmospheric nitrous oxide concentration during the last 250 years. Geophys Res Lett 22:2,921–2,924. 
3. Battle M, Bender M, Sowers T, Tans PP, Butler JH, Elkins JW, Ellis JT, Conway T, Zhang N, Lang P and, 
Clarke AD (1996) Atmospheric gas concentrations over the past century measured in air from firn at the south 
pole. Nature 383:231–235. 

4. IPCC, 2006. IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories. Institute for Global Environmental 
Strategies, Japan, Available at: http://www.ipccnggip. iges.or.jp/.5. IAEA. 1992. Manual on measurements of 
methane and nitrous oxide emissions from agriculture. IAEATECHDOC- 674. 91 p. International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), Vienna, Austria. 
6. Reay, D., K. Smith, and C. Hewitt. 2007. Methane: Importance, sources and sinks. p. 143-151. In D. Reay et 

al. (eds.) Greenhouse gas sinks. CAB International,Wallingford, UK. 
7.Cole CV, Duxbury J, Freney J, Heinemeyer O, Minami K, Mosier A, Paustian K, Rosenberg N, Sampson M, 
Sauerbeck D and Zhao Q (1997) Global estimates of potential mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions by 
agriculture. Nutr Cycl Agroecosyst 49:221–228. 
8. Weiske, A., Benckiser, G., Herbert, T., and Ottow, J. C. G.( 2001).  Influence of the nitrification inhibitor 3,4-
dimethylpyrazole phosphate (DMPP) in comparison to dicyandiamide (DCD) on nitrous oxide emissions, carbon 
dioxide fluxes and methane oxidation during 3 years of repeated application in field experiments. Biol. Fertil. 
Soils (34), 109–117. 



Journal of Biology, Agriculture and Healthcare                                                                                                                                www.iiste.org 

ISSN 2224-3208 (Paper)  ISSN 2225-093X (Online) 

Vol.4, No.10, 2014 

 

75 

9. Zerulla, W., Barth, T., Dressel, J., Erhardt, K., Horchler von Locquenghien, 
K., Pasda, G., R¨adle, M., and Wissemeier, A. H.( 2001).3,4-Dimethylpyrazole phosphate (DMPP) – a new 
nitrification inhibitor for agriculture and horticulture, Biol. Fertil. Soils (34), 79–84,  
10.Bremner.J,M, and Douglas .L ,A, (1971). Inhibition of urease activity in soils. Soil Biology & Biochemistry 
(3),297-307.  
11.Carrasco. I, y  and Villar. J,M.( 2001). Uso de inhibidores dela nitrificación en suelos fertilizados con purines 
de cerdo.. In J. Boixadera, y M.R. Teira (eds) Aplicación agrícola de residuos orgánicos. Ediciones de la 
Universidad de Lérida, Lérida, España p, 245-260. 
12.Mosier. A, Kroeze .C, Navison. C, Oenema. O, Seitzinger .S and Van Cleemput .O. (1998). Closing the 
global atmospheric N2O budget: nitrous oxide emissions through the agricultural nitrogen cycle. Nutrient 
Cycling and Agroecosystems (52),225-248. 
13. Sahrawat, KL (1996) Nitrification inhibitors, with emphasis onnatural products, and the persistence of 
fertilizer nitrogen in soil. In: Ahmed N (ed) Nitrogen Economy in Tropical Soils.Kluwer, Dordrecht, pp 379–388 
14.Sahrawat KL, Mukherjee SK (1977) Nitrification inhibitors. I Studies with karanjin, a furanoflavonoid from 
karanja (Pongamia glabra) seeds. Plant Soil 47:27–36. 
15.Sahrawat KL (1981) Comparison of karanjin with other nitrification 
inhibitors for retardation of nitrification of urea N in soil. Plant Soil 59:494–498 
16. Dey, B. B. and Row, K. K. ( 1924) The reactivity of the methylene group in coumarin-4-acetic acids and 
their esters. Condensation with salicylaldehyde to 4:3'-Dicoumaryls. J. Indian Chem. Soc., 1, 107- 123.17. 
17. Dey, Sankaranarayanan . J. Indian Chem. Soc.1931, 8, 817. 
18.Snedecor, G. M. and W. G. Cochran. 1980. Statistical Methods. Sixth Edition, lowa State Univ. Press, Amer. 
lowa, USA. 

19. Sahrawat. K, L (1982) Comparative evaluation of karanjin and extracts of karanja (Pongamia glabra Vent.) 
and neem (Azadirachta indica L.) seeds for retardation of nitrification of urea in soil. J Indian Soc Soil Sci 
(30),156–159. 

20 Chemical Computing Group. Inc,  MOE, 2009,10. 
21. Sidhu,  R.S., Lee, J.Y., Yuan,  Smith., C. W.L.,  (2010)” Cox1:  Comparison  of  cyclooxygenase-1 crystal    
structures:    cross-talk    between    monomers    comprising    cyclooxygenase-1 homodimers”, Biochemistry , 
49,7069-7079 
22.  Halgren., T.A., (1996) “Merck molecular force field I. Basis, form, scope, parameterization,  and  
performance  of  MMFF94.  J  Comput. Chem.”, 17 ,490–519. 
 



The IISTE is a pioneer in the Open-Access hosting service and academic event 

management.  The aim of the firm is Accelerating Global Knowledge Sharing. 

 

More information about the firm can be found on the homepage:  

http://www.iiste.org 

 

CALL FOR JOURNAL PAPERS 

There are more than 30 peer-reviewed academic journals hosted under the hosting 

platform.   

Prospective authors of journals can find the submission instruction on the 

following page: http://www.iiste.org/journals/  All the journals articles are available 

online to the readers all over the world without financial, legal, or technical barriers 

other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself.  Paper version 

of the journals is also available upon request of readers and authors.  

 

MORE RESOURCES 

Book publication information: http://www.iiste.org/book/ 

Recent conferences:  http://www.iiste.org/conference/ 

IISTE Knowledge Sharing Partners 

EBSCO, Index Copernicus, Ulrich's Periodicals Directory, JournalTOCS, PKP Open 

Archives Harvester, Bielefeld Academic Search Engine, Elektronische 

Zeitschriftenbibliothek EZB, Open J-Gate, OCLC WorldCat, Universe Digtial 

Library , NewJour, Google Scholar 

 

 

http://www.iiste.org/
http://www.iiste.org/journals/
http://www.iiste.org/book/
http://www.iiste.org/conference/

