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Abstract

The concept of globalization and its applicatiortoman development have been significantly moraquoced

in relationship between the developed rich westganlds, which are the new technologies, and ther poo
developing countries. Globalization has continuedehgender enormous debate, controversy, protests a
demonstrations that are sometimes violent. Gloatidin has many dimensions; the paper examinesulheral
dimensions of globalization from Africa perspectidrica is a continent blessed with abundant huraad
material resources, globalization is a reality whim country can run away from, the paper arguas wlith
globalization the whole world is tending towarde@mogeneous culture, we (African) have failed tegnate
the positive African values into the borrowed westealues. The issue of globalization is a serimadter for
concern; the way people live and work are changioigp positively and negatively as a result of gladion.
The paper concludes that efforts should be madaetatify and isolate the foreign practices thatéhaegative
consequences on the cherished values of Africalmis. rEquires a conscientious re — orientation aicah to
intensify efforts in redeeming whatever is redeelmétom its rich cultural heritage.
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Introduction

Why globalization? Of what relevance is cultureni@dern man? Why should we bother about culture and
development, since the general consensus is thiat,only through science and technology that dmwalent
comes to the society? To answer these questiongaer attempts a definition of globalization asdmines its
influences on African culture, though different slzlis at one point or the other have expressedghwe views

as regards the impact of globalization on individuanations, and the world at large. This discussi®
necessitated by the impacts of globalization onicAfr cherished values and culture, culture heresisbrof
language, ideas, beliefs, customs, taboos, caug#ptions, works of art, rituals and ceremonies.

The paper further examines arguments in favouragainst globalization especially in the area ofwel
with particular reference to Nigeria, the papernpiout that globalization of culture has not nedieen
explored, though culture is dynamic and therefoq@ed@ence change, African continent has variousomethnic
groups who have very distinct cultures, that absunith various customs and traditions that are, ioacourful
and exciting. Given the extreme poverty and teatgiobl underdevelopment of the third world coursie
especially Africa, we (African) cannot possibly apthave nothing to do with the rest of the worldhis era of
globalization. The paper recommends possible gfiegdor enhancing development in Africa based enslocio
— cultural orientations in the era of globalization
The Concept of globalization
Globalization as a concept refers to the intersifon of worldwide social relations which link disice localities
in such a way those local happenings are shapesl/éyts occurring many miles away and vice vers,
dialectical process because such local happenirgg move in an observe direction (Giddens, 2010:19).
Globalization is a phenomenon that brings aboualing down of barriers among different countriesthud
world which result in increasing integration of tverld economically, socially and politically. & important to
say that this enable people from different partthefworld to communicate within the twinkle of aye.

The world becomes a “global village”, in terms gfeed at which information moves from one pathef
world to another, Advances in information techngldms really transformed the face of the earth|evddme
see it as second industrial revolution, othersrriefét as the information age. Globalization césoade seen as a
product of modernity, Robertson in his words sajysbaization is intimately related to modernity and
modernization as well as post modernity and posiertzation (1991:14). As Baniji puts: globalizatioeans
increasing integration of national economies witlattof the rest of the world, the intense econoamd
technological exchanges have been referred to esting borderless world.(2015:21), from the foregoit
appears there is no any precise widely definitibiglobalization. Globalization is sweeping acrols tvhole
world, tuning it to a global village. The third Wdrscholars see the present day globalization esatiest stage
of European economic and cultural domination ofrdst of the world, for instance Wilfred maintathat

Globalization is a continuation of a long traditiof over five hundred years, the
tradition of imperialism. Globalization is only tHatest phase and expression of this
uninterrupted history of domination and subjugatmhpeoples, nations and cultures
through the conquistadors and colonizers. It isaaition of political, economic and
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cultural domination of some nations over other§9{1).

If this is so, then the third world countries ndedreduce its extent and level of dependency oaidor

powers and institutions that merely relate wittntHeased on economic and other interest alone.

African Culturein a Global Context

African continent has various major ethnic groupghwdistinct cultural values, most of the culturalues

centres on the family and the ethnic group. Cultae be defined as the people’s way of life, iisists of all

ideas and objectives of a given set of people,iggithe individuals’ life individually and collegtly, these

includes arts, beliefs, customs, inventions, lagguaechnology and tradition (Bohanah, 1981:942¢ah also
be refers to as the way a group of people livee-fbods they eat, how they dress, the languadenguages
they speak, their political, social and economigtitntions, their religion, arts and craft, mushnd dance, as
well as their oral literature, such as poetry atatyselling. (Perbi, 1999:29). It is the integrategistem of
learned behaviour patterns which are charactesigifcthe members of the society and which are tresul
biological inheritance, and the way of life of amtiee society. Culture varies from society to sbgieso also

values. African cultural environment is charactedizoy some unique values that are different fromofe,

America, and other parts of the world. With globation people’s lives are being open to other cetuAfrican

countries have not been able to independentlyudatie their own history, culture and identity.

The cultural values of the technologically and ewuitally advanced countries e.g. united states and
members of European union are being transmittedsacnations, with this type of development it beesm
difficult for the underdeveloped countries e.qg.iédr; to preserve her distinct cultural identityllBargues that

Our attitude today is largely influenced by thegegtion and viewpoints cultivated
as a result of slavery as well as colonial and pokinial education. As a result of
this, we tend not to appreciate ourselves or oltu@s and therefore disregard or
undervalue the potential contributions this hegtagn make to our contemporary
development efforts. We thus tend not to beliewé laave confidence in ourselves,
our endemic capabilities and potentials. (2016:92).

The western world conceived development only froatamal or technological perspective. Globalization
from this perspective is an attempt to justify weestculture. Walters in his words maintains thafiobalization
is the direct consequence of European culture a¢hesplanet via settlement, colonization and caltmimesis;
it is also bound up intrinsically with the patterhcapitalist development as it has ramified thitopglitical and
cultural arenas”. (1995:3). However western cdtnow becomes the standard by which all other mgtmust
be measured, this is as a result of lack of rebeaaterest in our (Africa) traditional technology preference for
foreign products. The truth of the matter is tHataltures from different parts of the world argual in value
and function because they serve the needs ofitftBiidual societies.

The federal policy of Nigeria defines culture as totality of way of life evolved by a people ineth
attempts to meet the challenge of the living irirtkavironment which gives order and meaning tdrthecial,
political, economic, aesthetics and religious norifilse main components of culture are norms andegalu
Norms are the expectations that define what ispgabée or required in a social institutions. Valoesthe other
hand are standards set by a society which showl@ s guides to what is right and proper for pedplthat
society. These values then become the basis ofrjedts people make as to what is desirable, coaretgood,
as well as what are undesirable, incorrect and lmadfrican society there is placement of importaran high
moral standards, Africans had high moral codeshawe those that are unpardonable and those thabtcha
compromise, e.g. marital infidelity and premaritax is a serious offence. Debasement of our mardl a
religious values is in immodesty, nudity, individisen. Today we (Africans) have moved away from rdl@f
nature of tradition and rural setting where thekcoow signal, the dawn of a new day, to a modemwlarld
with all the evils associated with it. There are more societal restrictions on sex, bachelors guidsters
compete with married men and women on sex game. atter of fact hotels and brothels make fortures
this. Another important respect of the culturalues is shedding of blood, in African societies ¢her high
respect for and reverence for human life. Sheddfrigood is a taboo. With the establishment of pdwenass
media, foreign values, norms, ideologies, and wadifeoare being exposed to the rest of the wofdd,instance
we have the VOA, BBC, CNN and other satellite aalle organization.

Respect for human person over and above matengslhis very crucial in African setting, this is wthe
Igbo people in Nigeria will say “onye nwere mmakkonye nwere ego” this means he who has a huraeryb
is greater than he who has wealth. Other aspedtsegiroblem engendered by Globalization are inattea of
religion and education. The traditional African bg was highly religious, there are laws concegrénery holy
days, festivals, and rituals. The worship of godmfopart of their worldview. Language is an impottan
component of culture, in Nigeria for instance, ma$tthe people (with the exception of few) cannot
communicate in their mother tongue. Nigeria fortamge needs to revisit the language policy, nanfeiyuba,
Hausa, and Igbo which are the three major indigetauguages.

Culture incorporates the values of the peopleugiain these rich cultural values of the Africanisty; we
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need to employ formal education to ensure transomssf the culture into the people that represdm t
custodians of the future of the African societyeTd¢oncept of globalization should not be a one waffic
affair, but rather a two way traffic affair. Our ffica) desire to attain sustainable development solde the
problem of poverty motivated the developing cowstio change their economic system and structuia|aws
that Africa stand to benefit from globalizationpifly we can pay good attention to our culture seel culture as
an agent of change, such that peoples aspiratimh®lgjectives are channeled in the direction that gromote
development.

Culture and Development in Africa

In Africa, Nigeria inclusive the promotion and peg@anda of western culture dates back to the era of
colonialism. Globalization agenda today are tholséhe international capital — the World Bank, théH, or
countries that are protecting and nurturing theregt of these institutions. It is another oppdtjufor the
capitalist countries of Europe and America to daterthe rest of the third world countries. One safely say
that Nigerian government has engaged in a lot wbeacy and pursued a lot of programmes to chamihien
course of culture and to show its place in the tigreent process. In 1972 a department of culture eveated.
In 1975 the National Council for Arts and Culturasiestablished. In 1977, Nigeria hosted the Sebtauwk and
Africa Festival of Arts and Culture (FESTAC). In8®a cultural policy put in place here in Nigetilaere is
equally the establishment of CBBAC i.e. CentreBtack and Africa Arts and Civilization.

In a similar vein, the United Nations Organizatig¢hNO) through its agency, United Nations Educadipn
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in789organized an Intergovernmental Conference on
Cultural policies in Africa at Accra, Ghana. Otheonferences are: 1982 Conference on Cultural Rslio
Mexico. 1988 Intergovernmental Conference on CaltBolicies for Development in Stockholm, Swede€dD2
World Summit on sustainable development in Johawumgs South Africa.

From the foregoing we can see that culture is oty forgotten by those in government. Proponerits
globalization argue that globalization helps to @b opportunities for nations and to stop globétirawould
mean stopping the economic and technological pssgrehich means trying to stop the rotation of thete
because it is the only possible path for world emoyn They went further to say that globalizatiombs about
efficiency in industries; it promotes real choicks,instances the freedom to trade, to choose etsrko access
required appropriate technology for production.

However, criminal networks take advantage of thestnamlvanced technologies to traffic around the dvorl
in drugs, arms, precious metals and stones and geeple. Nigeria for instance turns out to be eping
ground of substandard commaodities and hazardowtupt®. The problem of underdevelopment in sciemze a
technology experienced in Africa is due not to lakatural and human resources but that of undengpiher
cultural heritage, we need a functional educati@t integrates arts with science and technology r&adization
is the highest form of development, education isamty meant for the development of the intelleat blso for
the enhancement of the creative and emotional @gpaicthe human being, art should not be undedate
preference for science.

Reviving and Popularizing I ndigenous Cultural Valuesin Africa

Africa needs to revive and popularize her indigenaultural values in order to develop her local
industrialization and local potentials. The firs¢s is for the leadership of the country to live dgample by
imbibing the principle they ask their followersitobibe. William Abraham in his booR:he Mind of Africa sees
culture as a means of creating order in the sacidey writes: “By uniting people in common belieésd
attitudes, or at least in tolerance for certaindig| actions and values, culture fills with ordeat portion of life
which lie beyond the pale of state interventiod962:27). Education is equally important in theaaoé cultural
and moral vitality and individual self realizatioib,is the level of education that will determirfeetquality of
contribution that the individual can make.

Today globalization has incorporated into the Adrechool system the American culture, technologfes
computerization, satellite communication; we aré sgying that Africans should deny themselves the of
these resources. Rather African should be a paatitiin the globalization of culture, all stake des should
bring their contribution and maintain his black gmrality within the global concert of cultures thés need for
us to revive and popularize the indigenous valdehe people. The issue of culture building in Afiis very
crucial, as a matter of fact The Cultural PolicyNigeria was aimed to create a cultural identittyHer African
values, beliefs, attitudes, mindsets marks heandtdistinct from other peoples of the world.

Globalization should serve as a wake — up caliAfivica to re — examine its identity, no real proggeand
development can take place without a good atteritiche culture of the people. The articulatiortte place of
culture in development is not an end in itselfisita means of infusing into our national psycher@pctive
capacity and innovation for adapting our traditiomsources for our industrialization. Acholonu ntains that:
a nation cannot develop beyond its level of cultdevelopment. (2012:7). If we truly understand wifas
means, then it is our responsibility to translais into reality, we have to move away from ouribess as usual
way of doing things if we really want the Africardment to achieve authentic development. Accordingritics
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the third world countries would find it difficulbtgenerate expertise in science, technology, manegieand
financial regulation, because they cannot sustdinigh degree of specialization, the crucial questiow is:
should they draw and exist in their native cultufdé® truth of the matter is that Africans in the pr colonial
societies had a high level of functional interactsmcially, economically, politically, and cultulsal This means
that her traditional technology provide the basisstientific and engineering manpower.

The westerners mistakenly equate material achienewith civilization. As Schweitzer succinctly puta
civilization that develops only on its materialeajcind not in corresponding measure in the spHeahe apirit, is
like a ship with defective steering gear which gais of control at a constantly accelerating pacel thereby
heads for catastrophe”(2015:20). To him globalmatshould be a product of an optimistic — ethimahception
of the world. One of the functions of philosophydsprotect the dignity of human person againstémelency to
treat the human beings as mere objects. The etigdisnh philosopher is more interested in defendthg
freedom and dignity of human person. Sartre fotaimse argues that in western civilization humamdeiare
being turned into machines. Philosophers have #labntribute to reviving and popularizing our igehous
cultural values, there is a relationship betwedfopbphy and culture. Oladipo is of the opinioatth

Philosophy has a crucial role to play in the pradug clarification and
propaganda of the ideas and values that guidehitieght and life of a people.
Philosophy serves to challenge people’s establisieds of themselves and their
condition and precondition for defining and redefinwho they are and what they
can be. African philosophers should not be restlicinly to the task of defending
an African culture through the demonstration of ¢bberence of their underlining
beliefs and concepts, because culture is a dynphg@aomenon, there is also the
need for critical reappraisal of African culturedrder to discover its strength and
weaknesses. This will bring out the self understamthat brings out the kind of
socio — cultural reconstructions that would engkfiécans to come to terms with
the challenges of contemporary life. (1999:20).

We have African philosophers like Kwasi Wiredu, Kne Gyekye, Uzodinma Nwala, Segun Gbadegesin,
and a host of others that have contributed in nallsmeasure to the critical and reconstructive issidf African
traditional conception of man, society and natur@ider to understand the intellectual foundatibi\ican
culture.

Conclusion

It is pertinent to conclude that the challenge teféfricans now is to embrace and cherished hedu@linorms
and institutions especially those that are beradfioia global village. However, science and tedbgw can only
produce meaningful development if they are culto@sed. Suffice it to say here that education is ante
basic components of the society; through educatenple transmit their cultural values from one gatien to
another. Culture is not static but dynamic and assalt experience change, this change may berasuit of
internal or external influences.
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