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Abstract 

Migration is a common process where people move rural to urban area for better livelihood. The aim of this 

study is exploring the factors of rural to urban migration in Bangladesh. A cross-sectional study was conducted 

in Sylhet City Corporation and 120 migrants were selected through two stage cluster sampling technique. Social 

survey method was used to collect the data from the respondents. Binary logistic regression was applied to 

determine the factors related to male migration due to services. The results show that level of education is 

positively associated with male migration due to services. The results also show that income, occupation before 

migration, family types also effects cause of migration due to services. 
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1.1Introduction 

Migration is a common phenomenon of human being. Rural urban migration is a common part of the internal 

migration in any country. People move one place to another for better economic and social environment 

(Ishtiaque & Ullah, 2013). Bangladesh have faced the large number of rural to urban migration because it has 

became liveli- hood strategy for the poor people who are migrated to large city in search of better employment 

opportunities            (Giani, 2006). The causes of migration vary in a country  according to the socioeconomic, 

demographic and cultural factors (Ishtiaque & Ullah, 2013). Several factors push rural people to urban area like 

economic crisis, food crisis, high unemployment rate, low income, high population growth, unequal distribution 

of land, demand for higher schooling, search in new job, previous migration history, and for better economics 

outcomes(Ishtiaque & Mahmud, 2011; Ishtiaque & Ullah, 2013). It is considered a major factor to change the 

socio-economic, demographic condition and a important strategy to economic development (Meerza, 2010). 

Most of the cities of Bangladesh are facing rapid urbanization because most of the people migrate rural to urban 

areas (Uddin & Firoj, 2013).  Bangladesh is considerate one of the highest rates of growth of urban population 

and millions of people migrate to cities (Uddin & Firoj, 2013). In Bangladesh, about two-thirds of migration 

occurs from rural to urban areas (Islam and Siddiqi, 2010). Migrants are usually being aware of the benefit of the 

migration but they give little consideration about the problem of after migration (Fasoranti, 2009).  Majority of 

the poor migrants can hold the benefit of the urban area (Johan, 2012). Most of the poor undergo very through 

helpless condition (Johan, 2012). Majority of the rural poor migrants take shelter in disadvantages places like 

slums, squatters, footpaths, rail stations and other scattered places ( Farhana et al., 2012). Every year thousand of 

natural victims’ people are migrated from rural areas to urban areas (Haider, 2010). Rural to urban migration 

causes for low income and surplus labour in agriculture (Johnson, 1948). Moreover, poor people are pressured to 

migration from rural to urban area to secure their livelihood (Haider, 2010). On the other hand, rural urban 

migration has positive benefit for rural areas in two ways, (a) remittance receiver in rural areas from migrants 

uses this money for fulfill their various needs as food, clothing, children education, health care, improvement in 

household food and security, and water and sanitation, (b)rural urban migrants perform various development of 

the rural area (Ajaero,  & Onokala ,2013). While rural un-employed and under-employed are migrated into urban 

area, it reduces the pressure on agricultural economy in rural area (Farooq et al., 2005). But the semi skilled and 

unskilled population creates pressures on the civic institutions and faces housing problem (Farooq et al., 2005). 

There are many reasons why people are migrated from one place to another. There are the five reasons of 

migration in Bangladesh - economic, environmental, social, demographic and political (Martin et al., 2013). 

Urban sector provides the various income opportunity i.e. industry labour, garments, and others income 

opportunity. Moreover, urban centers have great opportunity of various innovation, technological programme 

and cultural activities (Islam & Siddiqi, 2010).This opportunity always pull people to migrate in urban areas. 

Urban areas have the better job, better working condition, higher wages, better sanitation, transportation and 

communication facilities (Farooq et al, 2005). People are also decide to migration for better opportunities for 
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education, better standard of life,marriage freedom, safety and security, political awareness Better health and 

recreational (Farooq et al., 2005). So, every year a large number of people move into urban areas for these 

facilities. There are some push factors are reasonable for migration like  floods, fire, drought, earthquake or 

epidemic, loss of employment, political, religious reason (Islam & Siddiqi, 2010). It is expected that the number 

of the poor people will be doubled within 2025 (Farhana et al.,2012). Urban population is increasing very faster 

and it is probable that more than 50 percent people will live in urban areas within 2025 (Farhana et al., 2012). 

The census data of Bangladesh is not clearly explained the causes, patterns and consequence of migration (Islam 

and Siddiqi (2010). Most of the studies don’t focus particularly the causes, consequence and patterns of male 

migration. These studies try to identify the socio-economic determinants of the migration due to services.  

1.1 Literature review 
Ishtiaque & Ullah (2013) explored the determinants that influenced rural urban migration in Bangladesh. They 

found that both push and pull factors were related to internal migration .They found in slum that about 52% of 

the respondents were temporary migrants, whereas 48% are permanent migrants. They identified the eight 

determinants of migration- natural disasters, lack of employment opportunity, financial crisis, influence of 

family members, and availability of jobs, getting easy access to city’s informal economy, bright city lights, and 

occupation at rural origin. Islam & Siddiqi (2010) the examined the association among the socio-demographic 

characteristics and male migration status in Bangladesh. They found that various factors like age, educational 

qualification, occupation, income type of family are associated with migration. Qin (2010) explored the 

mediating factors related to internal migration in highlighting the   rural environment in China. He found the 

difference between labour migrants household and non labour migrants household in the living behavior like 

agricultural production, agricultural technology use, income and consumption, resource use and management. So, 

out migration from rural areas change the rural household livelihoods. Sultana (2010) investigated the impacts of 

Monga on rural urban migration in northern Bangladesh. She found that Monga affected households are 

migrated to suitable areas as their livelihood strategy. McDowell & Haan(2010) examined the relation between 

migration and sustainable livelihoods in the context of  institutional factors. He argued that migration was a 

livelihood a strategy for the poor but it was also related the condition of their place of origin. He argued that 

rural area also developed as a result of migration. Siddiqui (2003) identified that migration was an important 

strategy for the poor people in Bangladesh for their livelihood. She considerate migration as one of the 

determination of the development process of Bangladesh. Migration is helpful to reduce the poverty of 

Bangladesh.  Jahan(2012) examined the determinants of migration process at Dhaka city in Bangladesh. He 

found that migrations have economic, demographic, environmental and socio -cultural impacts both of urban 

destination and country of origin. He explored that rural migrants could not hold facilities of the urban area. 

They have to live slums and squatter settlements because of acute housing problem. They are far from electricity 

and gas supply. Some of the migrants being adopted various unfair activities for their livelihood like smuggling, 

begging, drug trafficking, trafficking of women, prostitution etc. Meerza (2010) examined the effects of rural-

urban migration on rural children in Bangladesh. This study revealed that migrant’s households were more 

probability to have child worker in that household because most of the remittance was used for buying land. He 

found that migrant’s households were less conscious about their children. Chowdhury et al., (2012) examined the 

factor related to internal migration and the effects of internal migration on their socioeconomic status at Sylhet 

City, Bangladesh. They found that poverty is the main push factor of the migration in this area. Their study 

revealed that along with other socio-economic status, poverty condition is improved after migration. Farhana et 

al. (2012) explored the factors of rural-urban migration in Bangladesh. They found that unemployment, poverty, 

political and ethnic conflicts, religious etc were the main factors of migration. Their study revealed that push 

factor (poverty and unemployment) were active than pull factors. Hunter (2005) examined the relation between 

migration and environmental hazards. He found that environmental factors play the vital role in the migration 

decision of the vulnerable people. Haque & Islam (2012) examined the association between rural to urban 

migration status and household living conditions in Bangladesh. They found that rural-urban migrant had lower 

level of association with better living condition compared with urban natives .But educated and 

professional/housewife migrants’ lead better household living conditions. 

 

2. Data and methods 

This is a cross-sectional study. This study was conducted at Sylhet City Corporation in Bangladesh. Sylhet City 

Corporation was purposively selected as my study area. This is an urban area and migrated people are available 

here. Two stage cluster sampling technique was applied to select the respondent from this city. There are 27 

wards in Sylhet City Corporation. At first stage, ward no 4 and ward no 6 were randomly selected from those 

wards. In the second stage, 140 migrants were selected through simple random sampling procedure. 

 Both closed and open-ended questions were included in the questionnaire and data was collected through face to 

face interviews .Social survey method was applied to collect the data from the respondents. The data was 

collected during November to December in 2013.There were two sections in the questionnaire: the first section 
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consisted of the socio-demographics characteristics and the second sections included the migration related in 

formations. 

2.2Analytical technique: This study was benefited from previous literatures (Islam &  Siddiqi ,2010). The SPSS 

(Statistical Package for Social Science) 17 program was used to analyze the data. At first, Univariate analysis as 

frequency distribution was applied to presentation of the data. Next, multivariate binary logistic regression was 

applied to understand the determinants of migration rural-urban migration in this area.  

 

3. Results 
Table 1. Age of the respondents 

Age in years Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

<30 47 33.6 33.6 33.6 

30-39 49 35.0 35.0 68.6 

40-49 40 28.6 28.6 97.1 

50+ 4 2.9 2.9 100.0 

Total 140 100.0 100.0  

The table shows that 33.6% migrants were below 30 years age. Majority 35% of the migrants were 30-39 years 

and only 2.9% migrants were above 50+ years.  So, ages between 30 to 39 years old were more likely to migrant 

in Sylhet city. 

Table 2. Marital status of the migrants 

Marital status Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Married 86 61.4 61.4 61.4 

Unmarried 54 38.6 38.6 100.0 

Total 140 100.0 100.0  

Decision of migration is also influenced by marital status. Married people are more likely to migrate from 

shorter distance of their origins in order to visit their family easily (Hossain, 2001). Educated people are more 

likely to migrate with their family members compare with uneducated people (Hossain, 2001).The table show 

that 61.1% migrants were married and 38.6% migrants were unmarried.   

Table 3. Type of family before migration 

Type of family Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Unit 64 45.7 45.7 45.7 

Joint 76 54.3 54.3 100.0 

Total 140 100.0 100.0  

The table shows the type of the family before migration. Majority of the migrants 54.3% come from joint family 

and 45.7% migrants come from unit family. 

Table 4. Education of the respondents 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Illiterate 23 16.4 16.4 16.4 

Primary 25 17.9 17.9 34.3 

Secondary 23 16.4 16.4 50.7 

Higher Secondary 28 20.0 20.0 70.7 

Graduate/ others 41 29.3 29.3 100.0 

Total 140 100.0 100.0  

Education plays an important role in rural to urban migration. The table shows that majority 29.3% of the 

migrants were graduates. Among the migrants, 16.4%,1 7.9%, 16.4% and 20.0% were illiterate, primary, 

secondary and higher secondary level educated respectively. 

Table 5. Pre-migration occupation 

Occupation  

 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Farmers 9 6.4 6.4 6.4 

Services/job 59 42.1 42.1 48.6 

Business 37 26.4 26.4 75.0 

Unemployed 22 15.7 15.7 90.7 

Labour 13 9.3 9.3 100.0 

Total 140 100.0 100.0  
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 Occupation plays an important role in migration process. Accessibility of job opportunity and better quality of 

job condition play an important role in the decision of migration process (Hossain, 2001).Pre-migration 

occupation also enable to understand the causes of migration i.e. push factor of the migration (Hossain, 

2001).The table shows that that most of the migrants 42.1 % were service holder, 6.4 % were farmers, 26.4% 

were businessman,15.7% were unemployed and 9.3% were labour. 

Table 6. Occupational status (after migration) 

Occupation Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Services/job 80 57.1 57.1 57.1 

Business 33 23.6 23.6 80.7 

others 27 19.3 19.3 100.0 

Total 140 100.0 100.0  

The table shows that 57.1% migrants were services holder,23.6% were  engaged in business and 19.3% were 

engaged in others occupation. 

Table 7. Income of the migrants (before migration) 

Income(Taka) Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

No income 24 17.1 17.1 17.1 

less than 6000  67 47.9 47.9 65.0 

6000+  49 35.0 35.0 100.0 

Total 140 100.0 100.0  

The table shows the income before migration. Majority 47.9% of the migrants had less than 6000 taka income 

before migration and 17.1% had no income before migration. 

Table 8. Causes of migration 

Causes Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Economic /Better opportunity 40 28.6 28.6 28.6 

Service 73 52.1 52.1 80.7 

Labour 5 3.6 3.6 84.3 

Environment 10 7.1 7.1 91.4 

Liking of place 5 3.6 3.6 95.0 

Others 7 5.0 5.0 100.0 

Total 140 100.0 100.0  

Poverty and unemployment are the main economic factor for migration( Farhana et al, 2012 ).When people have 

no work and fail to feed their family, they are  compelled to migrate in urban area for better economic 

opportunity.( Farhana et al.,2012).The table showed the causes of migration, Majority of the migrants are 

migrated  for taking job which percentage was 52.1% and 28.6% were migrated for economic reason,3.6 % were 

migrated for labor,7.1% migrated for environmental reason, 3.6% were migrated for liking of places and 5.0% 

were migrated for others reasons. 

Table 7. Migration status 

Migration status Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Temporary 80 57.1 57.1 57.1 

Permanent 60 42.9 42.9 100.0 

Total 140 100.0 100.0  

The table shows the migration status of the respondents. 57.1% migrants were   temporary migrants and 42.9% 

migrants were permanents migrants. 
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Table 9.The regression coefficient showed the effects causes of migration by factors. 

Variables B S.E. Odds ratio 

Age of the migrants 

<30(ref) 

30-39 .455 .672 1.576 

40-49 -.747 .720 .474 

50+ -1.282 1.645 .277 

Education of the migrants 

Illiterate(ref) 

Primary .573 .784 1.773 

Secondary 1.621 .884 5.058 

Higher Secondary 1.951 .936 7.036** 

Graduate/ others 2.817 .946 16.719*** 

Income before migration 

No income(ref) 

less than 6000 1.321 .694 3.749* 

6000+ -1.683 .670 .186** 

Occupation 

Services(ref) 

Business -2.592 .767 .075*** 

Others -3.690 .905 .025*** 

Type of the family before migrations 

Unit(ref) 

Joint -1.173 .547 .309** 

Constant .394 .703 1.483 

Significant at *p<0·10; **p<0·05; ***p<0·01;   

 The table shows that migrants whose were completed primary education, were 1.78 times more likely to migrate 

in Sylhet city due to services than those were illiterate. Migrants whose were completed secondary education 

were 5.06 times more likely to migrate in Sylhet city due to services than those are illiterate. Migrants whose 

were completed higher secondary education were 7.04 times more likely to migrate in Sylhet city due to services 

than those were illiterate. Migrants whose were completed graduate were 16.72 times more likely to migrate in 

Sylhet city due to services than those are illiterate. Migrants whose had income less than 6000 taka before 

migration were 3.75 times more likely to migrate in Sylhet city due to services than those had no income before 

migration. Migrants whose had income 6000 taka or more before migration were 0.19 times less likely to 

migrate in Sylhet city due to services than those have no income before migration 

 Migrants whose occupations were business 0.08 were times less likely to migrate in Sylhet city due to services 

than those are services holder. However, migrants whose occupations were others were 0.03 times less likely to 

migrate in Sylhet city due to services than those were services holder. However, migrants who are from joint 

family 0.31 were times less likely to migrate in Sylhet city due to services than those are from unit family. 

4.1Discussion and conclusion: This study examined the factors related to internal migration in Bangladesh. The 

study shows that most of the migrant are temporary migrants. Temporary migrants come to rural to earn money 

and to develop their family in rural areas (Ishtiaque & Ullah, 2013). They want to return their origin places but 

they do not know when they return their place of origins (Ishtiaque & Ullah , 2013). Some of migrants come 

here due to job place is here. Most of the permanents migrants wanted to buy land here (Ishtiaque & Ullah , 

2013) .They do not like to return their place of origin. Our study reveals that higher education is positively 

related to migration due to job. Evidence supported that higher educational qualification increasing the risk male 

migration due to service (Islam and siddiqi, 2010).  Educated people are more likely to migrate because there is 

little job capacity in rural areas and educated people are less likely to involve in agricultural activities (Hossain, 

2001). 

In logistic regression analysis, we found that joint family decreases the risk of the migration due to services. 

Islam and Siddiqi (2010) found the similar result that male migrants from joint family were 0.461 times less 

likely to migrate rural area than whose family types was unit before migration. We found that income before 

migration was negatively associated with rural migration. People who had income above 6000 taka were less 

likely migrates in sylhet city. This means that whose income is good in rural place are less likely to leave their 

place of origins. 

We found that 7.1% people says that they environment (natural disaster) were the cause for their migration. Due 

to riverbank erosion some of the affluent farmer can be a landless (Ishtiaque & Ullah (2013). Flood is also 
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another common natural disaster Bangladesh and many rural people became homeless. This homeless and 

landless rural people move to urban area for taking shelter in urban slums. So, our study reveals that higher 

education, income before migration, occupation and type of family were the related to internal migration due to 

services. 
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