Journal of Economics and Sustainable Development www.iiste.org
ISSN 2222-1700 (Paper) ISSN 2222-2855 (Online) ﬁ-l—i.l
Vol.8, No.9, 2017 IIS E

The Syrian Conflict and Its Effect on the Real Local Production Growth

and Unemployment in Jordan

Dr. Adnan A. Thiabdt Dr. Mohammad N. Almarsh&d

12 Al Balga'a Applied University, Princess Alia Unisiéy College, Jordan.
Abstract
The study aims at identifying the Syrian conflighd its effect on the Jordanian real local prodmctgrowth. It
also aims at identifying the influence of the Spgrieefugee crisis on both the Jordan labor market, a
unemployment. The study makes an effort at clarifyihe state and the challenges of the Jordan maska
result of the migration of the Syrian workers. Tahiave the purpose of this study, it follows thetmoelology
that represents the information source and thé notabers of the local production, growth and unkyment.
The Okun Law that clarifies the relation betwees ginowth in the real local production and unemplegtrhas
been applied.
The study has achieved that the effect of the 8yaissis was as the following:
1- It entirely affects the local production growth t@ducing the whole numbers of production.
2- It generally affects the unemployment proportiormassult of reducing the national indicators.
3- The number of male Syrian refugees who affectedtindan market was larger than female number.

The study has come up with some important recomatéod like finding developmental plans compatibléh
the Syrian conflict, encouraging the national empient, and triggering the legal framework in confing the
illegal employment in the light of growth stability the local production at the level of 2.5%.

Key words: The Syrian conflict, the real local productioneamployment, Okun law

Problem of the study
The problem of unemployment is one of the most irtgyd problems facing the third world, and a clear
challenge to economic development plans. Unemployse one of the economic problems that affects the
economy as a whole and society at the same timéasanany reasons. And finding the right solutiooes
from finding the most effective cause of raisingAhy state is different from the other by a rezdgon for the
high rates of unemployment.
Jordan is one of those countries that suffer fragh unemployment, and find a real problem in sajvih
Perhaps what distinguishes the problem is thatextyestage the direct cause was different. In eaplériods, the
embargo imposed on Irag and its consequences odotitanian economy, which leads to unemployment in
Jordan. Then the Iraq war came, the beginning efdglobal financial crisis and its repercussionslume
reached the Arab Spring and its volatility, theibamg of the Syrian crisis, its impact on real GB®wth and
the impact of refugees on the Jordanian labor nharke
The problem of the study is highlighted by thedaling questions:

1. Has the Syrian conflict affected real GDP growtldandan?

2. Does real GDP growth affect unemployment in Jordan?

3. Have Syrian refugees affected male and female uloyrmgnt in Jordan?

4. Is competition between Syrian and Jordanian worfars

Significance of the Study

The period of the Syrian conflict has become aitsefdr the Jordanian economy, and dealing witheitenomic
effects is no less important than the search fsolation to this conflict. Jordan, for historicalichgeographic
reasons, was the largest burden of the neighbedngtries to bear the burden of this crisis. Arelfdct that the
economic situation in Jordan was difficult befone trisis because after it the situation becameerdificult,
especially as Jordan suffers from the problem oényployment, which is a clear challenge facing the
government and the people of Jordan "with limitesburces and debt which is not few.

The Objectives of the Study

Identify the impact of the Syrian conflict on Syridordanian trade exchange.

Identify the growth of Jordanian GDP in the peraidhe Syrian conflict.

Explain the impact of the Syrian conflict on uneoyhent in Jordan.

Explain the impact of real GDP growth rate on unkxyment according to the Okun law.
To clarify the components of labor in the Jordamizarket.

The impact of Syrian refugees on unemployment rdaio.
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M ethodology of the study

Based on the nature of the study and its objectivesdescriptive approach was chosen to analyzeeiations
between the Syrian crisis and unemployment in Joeshal the growth of the GDP. Data were collectethfthe
official reports. On the analytical side, the Olaw was applied in the relationship between reanemic
growth of GDP and unemployment.

The following figure illustrates the impact of tBgrian problem on the Jordanian economy and ungm@at:

Growth inreal

output
Syrian : Unemploym
- L . entin
conflict Jordan

Labor market

Previous studies

A study by Jabara Abdullah (2006) entitled "Uneryptent among graduates, possible causes, security
implications and proposed solutions”, showed that levels of wages and increase in foreign workerge
negatively affected the emergence of social lesimmm drugs, fraud, theft, and alcohol abuse.

In Taris (2002) study "The relationship of unempimnt to mental health”, in which he stressed that
unemployment negatively affects mental health dad tnental health can affect the person's view arkvand
the manner and duration of the search for work.

In the study of David A. Penn, et al. (2002) théo@aForce of the Lincoln County Area in Central &idma,
the study found that the most prominent group bbfantensive labor force workers is among thoskilog for
work The majority of those looking for another jate ready to increase their productivity at workreturn for
increasing their wages by 10% to 15%. The smadjesip among the study sample is those who wislhamge
their work or looking for another job.

The study of Abu Laila (2007) shows the psycholag&nd social effects of the families of war victinihe
study shows the impact of wars and conflicts orsthetal and psychological conditions of women, afl as the
psychological and social effects of migration arsplhcement on families because of life difficudtie

In the Shteiwi study (2007), "The Impact of War akrehed Conflict on the Living Life of the Arab Falyii, the
study examined the impact of war and conflict annly life and the high risks of displacement, kifji and
destruction, and their impact on living conditiom$eir impact on family income and unemploymeng, tiealth
and educational conditions of the family, and tharging role of the family, especially the rolenafmen.

In the Faraj study (2009), entitled "Refugee Rightdslamic Law and International Law," the focuktbis
study revolves around the position of Islam andtdeehings of Islamic law and its provisions to gider its
position on the issue of refugees and their rightse researcher concluded that the refugee shauluebted
according to Islamic law and the human naturetdvads to right and justice.

In the study of Taleb (2009) which aimed to meaghees impact of economic growth, inflation, popubati
growth and capital on unemployment rates in thedaaan economy, the study reached several results,
including: a strong inverse relationship betweanuhemployment rate and the economic growth ratieeihiong
term, the existence of a relationship between #te of unemployment and population growth, butréte of
inflation, which is one of the most important masronomic indicators did not have any relationshithw
statistical significance with the unemployment rate

In the study of Haddad (1995), this study aimedetermining the impact of returnees due to the Grisfis in
1990 on unemployment in Jordan. The study showatkiiere is an impact on the unemployment ratdsidan
due to the return of returning expatriates dude&@ulf crisis, This is reflected in the increaseinemployment
in Jordan, with limited jobs at all levels.

What distinguishesthis study from other studies

This study is distinguished from the previous stsdivhich focused on the dual impact of Syrianuaayl

First: the impact of resorting on real GDP growth, whichurn reflected on the unemployment rates in dord
according to the Okun law due to the high cosecgiving refugees.

Secondithe flow of Syrian labor in the Jordanian laborrked and its repercussions on unemployment rates in
light of unfair competition and the absence of legatrol over expatriate workers.
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The Syrian Conflict

After a relatively short-term democratic and pligtt rule, "during the First Republic, the Baatarfy took
power in Syria in a military coup known as March639and another military coup known as the Corvecti
Movement in 1970 brought the defense minister, HafeAssad, to power. Assad established a strostpsy
based on the internal security grip and a seriesxtérnal alliances, "which ensured him to be tbentry's
longest-serving ruler since the demise of the O#lsn He was elected in four states. The constitutidnich he
had given wide powers, ensured that the Baath paat/the" leading party of the state and socidtg thanged
his beliefs and ideas to a part of state instihgi€urriculum and monopoly of senior positions, anskeries of
other privileges with a near absence of politicaéconomic freedoms or even civil society orgamnizest.

On July 10, 2000, Bashar al-Assad became presaftatt a constitutional amendment to allow him to i
general. Throughout the 14 years Bashar al-Assadinvpower, the regime was maintained in termsefrble
of the Baath party in the "leadership of the stme society" Control of the media, the absence dditigal
opposition on the ground and in institutions, theevention of demonstrations and restrictions on the
establishment of parties, associations and cigietg institutions.

Although the country is changing from the sociafigidel to the market economy, which has achievesa/iir
"contributed to the improvement in the income r#te, economy has suffered great pains. Accordirgfftoial
statistics published in the National Human DevelepmReport in 2005, 41.5% of total citizens beldw t
poverty line, the society also suffer from a veayge economic gap between the middle class andi¢ladthy
class.

The Syrian revolution is an event that began indheof Daraa, where the security forces arredtedhildren
following slogans calling for freedom, and demauigdine overthrow of the regime on the wall of theihool on
February 26, 2011. In the midst of that there waalhto demonstrate on Facebook in a page no nees kvho
was behind it, a group of activists responded,taritl this demonstration included figures frometight regions
such as Homs, Daraa and Damascus. The protestssagyianny, repression, corruption and suppression
freedoms, the arrest of children of Daraa and thmilation of their relatives according to the Syriopposition,
while the supporters of the regime as a conspitacgestroy the resistance and Arab opposition, sprdad
chaos in Syria for the benefit of Israel in thaffiplace, By calling on Facebook in an unprecedkciallenge to
the rule of Bashar al-Assad affected by the wavemass protests (known as the Arab Spring), whickéoiout
in the Arab world.

The protests against President Bashar al-Assachanthmily, which has been ruling the country sifl@¥1
under the cover of the Arab Baath Socialist Paety,the protests. They called for political, ecomoand social
reforms and raised the slogan: "God, Syria, freedmoih so forth." But Syrian security and intelligerforces
and pro-regime militias (known as Shabihah) facet Wive bullets; the slogan became "the people twan
overthrow the regime." While the Syrian governmanhounced that these incidents of the implememtaifo
militants and terrorists would destabilize natiosaturity and the establishment of an Islamic emiiia some
parts of the country, which was the real starhefdo-called Syrian revolution.

Economic | mpacts

The Syrian crisis has played a major role in thelide of the Syrian economy at the micro and méaevels. At
the macroeconomic level, the volume of gross doimgsbduct (GDP) at constant prices for 2010 drapfme
US $ 33.45 billion from US $ 60.19 billion in 201@flation has also become during the year 201363%
from 4.4% in 2010.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (2014 daw@)firmed the death, of 2,10060 people since the
beginning of the Syrian revolution on March 18, 20fhe date of the first martyr in Daraa governenantil
05/2/2015. However, the Syrian Observatory for HarRéghts indicate that these statistics do notuidelthe
fate of more than 20,000 people missing in therdite camps of the regime's forces and securityices, and
thousands of others who lost during the stormirgymassacres of the regime and its loyalists inrséeeeas of
Syria. And its loyal gunmen, more than 2,000 wealedk as more than a million and a half were infyr8yria
has suffered various injuries and permanent disiaisil and displaced more than half of the Syri@opbe,
between the areas of asylum and displacement, estcogied the infrastructure and private and puriaperty.

Number of refugeesin Jordan

According to official statistics released by theehior Ministry's Department of Camp Affairs, thember of
Syrians in Jordan before and after the crisisasiad 1.7 million, beginning with 2015, of whom 7800 were
in the Kingdom before the crisis on March 15, 20This includes those registered in the Za'tari, jNMaal-

Fohoud and Ramtha camps, and that refugee stapliesafp all those who hold the UN High Commissiofue

Refugees card that protects and preserves thaibsrigtil they return voluntarily to their counsia which they
came out as refugees because of war and inhurmatmaat in their country.

This definition falls under the 1951 Conventiornatilg to the Status of Refugees, which is the maicument

142



Journal of Economics and Sustainable Development www.iiste.org
ISSN 2222-1700 (Paper) ISSN 2222-2855 (Online) ﬁ-l—i.l
Vol.8, No.9, 2017 IIS E

defining the rights, duties and obligations of kst country.

The cost of hosting a single refugee is about 28i6@rs a year, with the United Nations and donamtdes
bearing the bulk of them.

Jordan is a country that has committed itself tdhed covenants and conventions relating to hungints and
refugee issues. Jordan has fully abided by therdat®nal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,well as the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and @alt Rights (ICESCR). Jordan has fully ratified sbe
covenants and related conventions to include sitlemts on its territory, giving full rights.

In late 2002, Jordan established the National CdateHuman Rights with an interim law that wasifratl and
issued as a permanent law in 2006. The Centeteigad entity with financial and administrative indence,
which is fully independent of its human rights sitiés in the political, intellectual and humanitar fields.
With regard to refugee issues, Jordan signed a maemom of understanding (MoU) with UNHCR in 1997
setting out the mechanism for dealing with refugeatters as well as the persons covered by UNHCR.
International protection and humanitarian assisgafioc refugees as well as other persons undeits in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan except for Palestingdngees "for the existence of a commission foeftalian
affairs in Jordan.

The main provisions of the memorandum of understandeferred to here, refer to the definition akfugee in
accordance with international norms, the agreerteait no refugee should be expelled and acceptethdy
UNHCR, the necessity of the refugee's compliandh laiws, regulations and measures to maintain pulstier
in the Kingdom, Including voluntary repatriation tife mother country or resettlement in a third ¢oyn
provided that the temporary stay does not exceednsinths. In addition, there are articles on freedand
human rights, refugees, religious and ethnic righd¢f-employment and free professions, and exemptirom
fines for refugees. The agreement also stipuldtatthe Office of the High Commissioner shall ¢ouné to
provide the cost of living from accommodation, nseahd treatment, in accordance with the establishied of
the Commission”. In its last article, the Conventadso refers to situations where there is a sudidftunx of
refugees and the commitment of the parties to aad@dully in such situations, in particular rapa&sponse to
emergencies and a common mechanism for dealingthétliequirements of food, water and sanitatior|teh
and health services and refugee security and girmtedn the framework of the foregoing, Jordaramdiiing of
the issues of the right of peoples to self-deteatidm, including their political rights and the puit of their
economic, social and cultural aspirations, has lmeemmitted to the country since its establishmerthis day.
Jordan with all the issues of refugees and disglgesons since 1948 and through 1967 to the enlirafs
today in the Syrian issue and the issues of Symdingees, which is an issue today, as it represzritdl
commitment to the international covenants.

Unemployment

Work is a life and a goal sought by man as a gueeafor the unknown future, the value of man is not
determined only by work, and the man loses a lasiWithout work, work is worship in the land.

And the livelihood is not only by work, becauseadh says (interpretation of the meaning): "If thaypr is
spent, spread in the land and seek the favor afahland remember Allah so much that you may prdsgerse
10, Surah Al-Jumu'ah.

The eighties witnessed many changes in the econaspiects. These changes were reflected in theaseiia
economic growth rates in the industrialized cowstriThe trade exchange rate of Third World countaird
industrialized countries increased, and the priceiladeclined. This progress was reflected in ¢eenomies of
some Third World countries, which has rocked thelaychigh oil prices, the Arab Spring revolutionsdathe
many changes that have swept the world, thus tatsie unemployment rate, the lack of the stateli#yatn
provide public services, its budgets and privatatsle

Definition of unemployment

Unemployment in the language: Invalidate the thiitgyent lost, he is also unemployed.” Unemployirisrthe
people who are able, willing and seeking work atkiveg age and do not find it during the period tfdy and
usually a year.

Unemployment in the classic school

Classical economists have argued that productidny isll means, no idle resources, and believe utgmment

is a temporary state. This is a temporary imbaldhaethe balance forces can easily overcome astdresthe
national economy to a state of acceptable unempoynfrom 4% -6%. The idea is that the origin of
unemployment is due to the increase in expendittaesed by wage increases. If workers were pag] the
unemployed could be employed.

Unemployment (treasure):
The Keynesian analysis indicates that unemploynsegat inherent feature of economic volatility, esphy in a
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recession that may extend for long periods, ifdtege does not intervene to raise aggregate derkayhes
attributes the idea of continuing unemploymentgdong time on the grounds that unemployment i$ qiathe
factors of production means a drop in aggregateateimHence, the state intervention in monetarycgal to
solve problems such as inflation or recession.

Theimpact of unemployment on society:

1. Psychological aspect: There is nothing heavierhenindividual than the sense of material need and
assistance from others, especially when the indalids responsible "for a family and the need to
secure their needs the more unemployment incrahsed pressures on society increase.

2. The security and political aspect: the human thobgiween justification and change according to the
benefit of the system, unemployed people do ndttfeebenefit of the system were the nucleusebef t
Arab Spring revolutions, hoping to "change". Stadidso indicate that there is a relationship betwee
crime and unemployment, because the more unemplatytine crime increased, these studies show that
theft is the first cause of unemployment, and theag of the middle class in society.

3. Economic side: One of the consequences of the phemon of unemployment is the increase in
poverty, which is also "an encouraging factor igration and unemployment is another concept of lost
production as some countries have shown the lifmioger.

4. The social aspect: This influence is not hidden dmy member of society, the increase in the
unemployment rate was the first or most importaatdr in the emergence of social pests suffered by
the countries of the world, especially third woclluntries, the most important crime and deviatiod a
extremism and violence and begging and drug abusdeling of citizenship and illegal immigration.

Theimpact of the Syrian conflict on the Jordanian economy and itsimplications for unemployment:

The Syrian crisis has affected the Jordanian ecgrintwo main directions:

First: A direct impact on the Jordanian economyth®y displacement of a large number of refugeestiaad
subsequent material costs to receive them andtdivpport from the state Treasury in the establesttrof
camps for them and receive them in access to hselthces, education, energy and water and theafost
one Syrian refugee 2500 dinars annually, duringyémrs 2013 and 2014 it amounted to (590.1) million
dinars as shown in Table (1). According to theistiat of the International Refugee Organizatiorthia
Global Appeal Jordan 2014-2015, the number of mfsgwho entered Jordan according to the following
table was the largest number of Syrians as showalie (2 ).

Table (1): Support costsfor Syrian refugeesin Jordan

Million US dollars
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Asin 30 June 2013 Refugee programs [l
2015 budget

Source: International Refugee Organization Worlgpéal, Jordan 2014-2015
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Table (2): The number of Syrian refugeesin Jordan

Accommodation Original home Total number inTotal number in| Total number in
type country country country
December 2013 | December 2014 | December 2015
Refugees Iraq 24730 23290 20790
Syria 1254950 1410520 1324210
Other countries 1350 1800 2260
Seeking refuge Iraq 1200 1600 900
Syria 490 490 490
Other countries 790 740 680
Total 1283510 1438440 1349330

Source: International Refugee Organization Worlgp&al, Jordan 2014-2015

And that the budget of the modest Internationalugeé Organization does not cover the cost of thysuen.
The budget allocated for 2010 was $ 62.8 milliod arcreased to $ 367.6 million in 2013. As the aiion in
Syria deteriorated, it reached $ 430.4 million @12.

Second: "The closure of intra-trade and transiteraetween Jordan and Syria Economists have paintiethat

the Syrian crisis was negatively reflected" onrith#onal economy, especially the private sectoickvis linked

to the interests of the Syrian private sector tlolong-term trade agreements and deals, pointirigtheat
Syria's importance lies in being a point Crossiegween Eastern European countries and Jordan, vthere
disruption of the entry of trucks through Syria dordan will increase the cost of importing goodsbt®
transported by sea, knowing that the port of Agalihe only port of Jordan on the sea.

The implementation of the Okun law on growth in fleedanian economy and unemployment;

The relationship between real growth and changdhd@nunemployment rate is expressed by the Okuag L
which states that the rate of unemployment decseageen economic growth moves at more than 2.5%.
Unemployment deficit by 2.5% Growth to 1% The uné@yment rate drops by 0.4% when growth increases
1% from 2.5%. This formula is expressed in thedfelhg equation:

AU=-04(Y-25)

AU: Change in unemployment rate

Y: Real output growth rate

Table (3) shows the real growth of Jordanian GDP.

Table (3): Indicator s of national accounts of Jordan / million dinars

Indicator 2010 2011 2012 2013
Gross Domestic Product18.762 20.476.6 21.965.5 23.851.6
(Million JD)

Gross domestic product at9.985.5 10.243.8 10.515.3 10.812.8

constant market prices (million
JD) (1994 = 100)

GDP growth rate at currentl0.9 9.1 7.3 8.6
prices (%)
GDP growth rate at constapt2.3 2.6 2.7 2.8

prices (%)

Source: Department of Statistics, Estimates of Gifcators at Market Prices and Fixed Prices, 2(2ME3.
To apply Okun law on the GDP, we obtain the follogvtable (4):

In 2010 = 0.08% + Increase in unemployment

AU=-04(2.3-2.5)

In 2011 = 0.04% - Lack of unemployment
AU =-0.4 (2.6-2.5)
In 2012 = 0.08% - Lack of unemployment
AU =-0.4(2.7- 2.5)
In 2013 = 0.08% - Lack of unemployment
AU =-0.4(2.8-2.5)
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Table (4): Jordanian Domestic Product

Year Growth in real output Change in unemployment
2010 2.3 +0.08%
2011 2.6 -0.04%
2012 2.7 -0.08%
2013 2.8 -0.12%

It is noted that unemployment rates change sligtitlg to growth rates of about 2.5%. When compaitieg
results with actual unemployment rates in Jordaemployment is at 12% and the level of deviatiensmall

and is as shown in Table 5:

Table (5): Unemployment Rate in Jordan

Year Unemployment | Unemployment Unemployment Unemployment
rate in the first| rate in the secondrate in the third rate in the fourth
quarter quarter quarter quarter

2010 12.8% 12.2% 13.5% 11.8%

2011 13.1% 13.2% 13.1% 12.1%

2012 11.4% 11.6% 13.1% 12.5%

2013 12.8% 12.1% 14% 11%

Source: Department of Statistics Unemployment atdis for the years 2010-2013.

Thus, the slow pace of growth is a real effect ba tnemployment rate in Jordan, as the Syrianscrisi
contributed to the lack of real growth in GDP anel @o not say that it is the only reason, but onthefmain
reasons for this slowdown.

The Jordanian Labor Market:

Table (6) shows that the private sector has trgekrshare of employment compared to the publibsand
that there is an annual increase in the creatiorewfjobs in this sector.

Table (6): Number of Jordanian M ale Employed Persons Age 15 and over according to Sector, from 2009-
2013

Sector 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Public 368461 364611 380515 387394 390813
Private 651712 663553 656096 664018 670273
international 4357 4851 4652 4592 4231
organizations

Total 1024529 1033015 1041263 1056003 1065317

Source: Department of Statistics. Labor Statisticdordan 2009-2013, Bulletin of November 2014.

As for Jordanian working women, the figures are mimwer, noting the equality between the private an
government sectors in employment. This is due taymaasons, especially the specificity of women #rel
decent work opportunities available in the privegetor, as shown in Table (7).

Table (7): The number of Jordanian female workers aged 15 and over according to sector from 2009 -
2014.

Sector 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Public 94435 100385 103137 103497 101465
Private 99339 99516 103451 105749 93650
International | 2217 3032 3120 2843 2203
organizations

Total 195991 202933 209708 212090 197318

Source: Department of Statistics. Labor Statistic3ordan 2009-2013 Bulletin of November 2014.

For the distribution of labor according to educatiblevel the largest share was of those withoabiseary
education, and the majority of them work in thevaté sector as shown in Table (8).
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Table (8): Number of Jordanian male workers aged 15 and above according to educational level 2009-
2013

Educational 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
level

illiterate 45203 43111 37926 35636 33400
Professional 10696 11987 7250 8306 7682
discipleship

Less than| 541980 542619 536049 555589 565286
secondary

Secondary 141868 139393 142366 136963 144257
Intermediate | 91725 88350 94405 91496 92662
diploma

Bachelor 163061 175624 186944 198391 194256
Higher  than| 29996 31931 33323 29622 27774
Bachelor

Total 1024529 1033015 1041263 1056003 1065317

Source: Department of General Statistics. Laboti§ias in Jordan 2009-2013 published by Noveml@di2
For female workers, the highest percentage wagsh®rbachelor's degree. This was due to the fattthea
government sector has the largest percentage,iapdice education and health sector. It was naoted 42.7%
of them work in the education sector and 15.6%éhealth and social services sector, as shovabla {9).

Table (9): The number of Jordanian female workers aged 15 and above by educational level 2009-2013

Educational 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
level

illiterate 5437 4648 4202 4159 2974
Professional 367 139 33 17 52
discipleship

Less than| 29238 29498 30414 29210 23588
secondary

Secondary 18943 19140 17326 16375 15654
Intermediate 46418 45268 43832 46598 43250
diploma

Bachelor 85580 94386 101683 103471 101440
Higher than| 10009 9854 12218 12260 10359
Bachelor

Total 195991 202933 209708 121090 197318

Source: Department of General Statistics, LabotiSias in Jordan 2009-2013 Bulletin of October 201

As for expatriate labor, it has a large share i dbrdanian market, according to statistics prepane the
Jordanian Ministry of Labor, the numbers are highecause statistics estimate the legal number mdtgate
workers as shown in Table (10).

Table (10): Number of Legal Expatriatesin Jordan

Time period Number of foreign workers with work pets
2010 298342
2011 280263
2012 279798
2013 286197

Source: Jordanian Ministry of Labor, Report on "BExfate Labor 2010-2013".

Table (11) shows that the percentage of unempl@gzdons in the bachelor's degree and above wa8%20.
compared to (81%) for females. It was as though8%?2 of the unemployed were secondary school hslded
above, (47.2%) of total unemployed had lower edanat qualifications than secondary.

Table (11): Number of Unemployed Persons from Jordanians Age 15 Years and over, according to gender,
2009-2013

Gender 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Male 118122 119838 128524 122872 125922
Female 62163 56348 56524 52598 56142
Total 180285 176186 185048 175470 182063

Source: Department of Public Statistics. Labor iStass in Jordan 2009-2013 published by Novembdn20
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In addition, the revised economic participatiorerétibor force attributed to the population agedyéars and
above) was (36.6%) at the Kingdom level, with madesring (60.1%) and females (12.7%) compared ¢o th
survey results for the first quarter of the samaryhich reached (35.9%) in the Kingdom, and (59.98td
(12.4%) for males and females, respectively. Theralll unemployment rate in Jordan among the differe
groups was (11%) in 2013.

Theimpact of Syrian labor on unemployment in the Jordanian mar ket

The presence of the large number of Syrian refygeEording to statistics of the Department ofiStias 150-
160 thousand Syrians (Department of Statistics,3p0Working in the Jordanian market illegally, atiir

presence left a clear impact on life in the Kingdianits economic and political dimensions with thability of

International organizations and local relief to inibeir needs, it became necessary to work to thedt needs
and expenses of their families. The impact of Sylidoor was the following points:

1. Working Conditions: The entry of large numbers gfi& refugees into the Jordanian labor market has
created a situation of competition with Jordaniab peekers, which has put pressure on working
conditions.

2. Unfair competition: It created competition with danian labor and also created a situation of
competition with Egyptian labor, unfair to provideskill for Syrian labor greater than the skill of
Jordanian labor in different sectors of the contjmetias 30% of the refugees are of working age and
qualified.

3. Pressure on wages: Due to the large number of rewrtakers, this has led to considerable pressure on
wage levels to reduce them based on the logic pblguand demand; the majority of Syrian workers
are willing to work at low wages, especially thogi¢h difficult circumstances and to meet their need
and the needs of their families.

4. Pressure on the levels of safe work: With the preseof Syrian labor frequently, the working
conditions in which the Syrian worker does nottii conditions of work and rights of workers sottha
the working hours up to 12 hours a day in additordepriving them of their leave of various types
annual or satisfactory, The decline in levels df gtability by not involving them in the social seity
umbrella is inherently illegal.

These effects were in the interest of the emplaygnificantly, which led to increased unemployméonrt
the Jordanian worker and the large demand for yeuSworker with a layoff for the Jordanian worlaerd
the replacement of the Syrian worker. The majooitemployers prefer the Syrian worker for the reaso
mentioned above. In addition, there is a tangilbesg@nce of Syrian labor in many institutions anisgte
facilities that provide services and commercialdgoncluding:

Construction sector

Restaurants

Bakery and confectionery shops

Agriculture

Beauty salons

Fuel stations

Electronic Stores

Nookr~wdE

The Results of the Study
The study reached a number of results as follows:
1. The impact of the Syrian conflict on the Jordangmonomy directly, as Syria was the land port of
Jordan from East Asia and Europe.
2. The refugee crisis has affected the governmenttertuspending on services.
3. The entry of Syrian refugees into the Jordaniarodabarket has increased unemployment rates in
private occupations.
4. The Jordanian working environment has changed toapropriate situation, which is affected by the
acceptance of Syrian workers for difficult workiognditions because they are illegal.
5. Jordanian labor competition with Syrian labor igaim as Syrian labor has higher skills (trainedhw
different characters.

Study Recommendations
The study concluded with a set of recommendatias$ollows:
1. Creating objective economic development plans stesi with the continuation of the Syrian conflict.
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2. Remove the government support for goods and sendnd guide it to those who deserve it from thé rea
segments of poverty.

Finding a national strategy to help replace theramgworker with the Jordanian worker.

Encourage unemployed youth to set up small busisess

Provide a fund to support small and medium-sizeadrpnises.

To activate the legal framework for illegal emplogmh and to interrogate employers who violate the la
Raise the minimum wage in line with inflation rates

Improve working conditions by effectively monitoginhe Ministry of Labor.

Introduce training programs for new professionedgnupations occupied by migrant workers.

CEoNOO AW
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