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Abstract

The paper studied teachers’ perception of the teatiepreneurship subjects that form a central gfattie new
senior secondary school curriculum in Nigeria.déd a 35/7 matrix questionnaire to identify andkreachers’
perception of the 34 trades/entrepreneurship stdhjddotal of 53 teachers drawn from the fouridistfields of
study (Science & mathematics, Technology, Humasitead Business Studies) participated in the stBagple
statistics and Pearson correlation coefficientsewesed for data analysis. Result showed differatimgs of the
trade subjects and two prominent determinants aficehof trade subjects. The study recommended some
considerations for staging trade subjects in school
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Introduction

The Nigerian education system had recently beemuctared to meet pertinent national aspirations global
goals, such as the National Economic Empowermedt2evelopment Strategies (NEEDS) and Millennium
Development Goals. The ideals of NEEDS and MDGmftire bedrocks upon which the new school curriculum
was built. Indeed, the curriculum is regarded asitistrument for delivery of educational goals asgirations;
and national educational goals and aspirationgméte the structure and content of the curricul@hgmanija,
1997; Orji, 2006).

In 2005, the Nigerian Government highlighted theddor a new invigorated functional curriculum fait
school levels; thus, the National Council of Edigrat(NCE), the highest policy making body in Nigeri
education sector, mandated the Nigerian Educatid®edearch and Development Council (NERDC) to
restructure and enrich the instant primary, ju@iod senior secondary school curricula. Therethee NERDC
developed a functional, skill-oriented and valuaseahed curriculum for Basic and Senior Secondatydation.
NERDC (2008) captures the philosophy of the nevicsesecondary education curriculum (SSEC):

Every senior secondary education graduate showe heen well prepared for higher

education as well as acquired relevant functiorede/entrepreneurship skills needed for
poverty eradication, job creation and wealth geiiema and in the process strengthened
further the foundations for ethical, moral and civalues acquired at the basic education
level.

In explaining the philosophy, Orji (2011) noted ttlthe new SSEC builds on gains of the Basic Edonati
Curriculum and targets all-round developmentewéryindividual student. That is, it involves preparatifor
higher education; functional trade/entrepreneurskifls; and strengthening of ethical, moral andaivalues.
According to him,trade/entrepreneurship is majanponent of the new senior secondary educationatuurin;
and is designed to address the dearth of techsiiléd amidst growing demand for the services @f $kills in
Nigeria.

Researchers and educators have been concernedositieptualizing and defining trade and entrepresiepr
education (Omolayo, 2006; Orji, 2011; Watson, 20@&)olayo (2006) defined entrepreneurship as theofact
starting a company, arranging businessdeals amtaikks in order to make a profitthrough the eation skills
acquired; while Watson (2010) defined it as ‘a psscthrough which individuals identify opportursti@llocate
resources, and create value'. Using the contextigéria education, Orji (2011) referred to entrejgnarship
as:“the training in any of the 35 trade/entrepreskip Curricula; and this includes the ability/Ekib put
together all the factors of production to start andtain a business”. He also referred to entrepiship as a
specific mindset (e.g. self-reliance) resultingirtrepreneurial initiatives.
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Oriji (2011) highlighted some advantages of tradeégmeneurship in the senior secondary schoolsorig to
him, trade/entrepreneurship education/training séelprovide students with the requisite knowledid|s and
motivation to successfully start and sustain aifable business. Thus, trade/entrepreneurship will;

X3

o

impart on the new breeds of school leavers thét sfienterprise and industry

prepare students for self-employment (for wealthegation and poverty alleviation)

promote occupational aspirations and job readiness

Promote hand-on & work-based experiences, to nexaadds of the new global work-place

Enhance acquisition of functional organizationallske.g. planning, time management, leadership an
interpersonal skills)

Enhance development of financial literacy, and nygananagement skills

Build responsible and enterprising individuals, aalp of independent work

Develop students’ problem-solving and decision-mgldbilities

Foster school engagement and academic performance

Enhances social psychological development(e.g-&3téfem, ego development & self-efficacy)
According to NERDC (2008), trade/entrepreneursBimow a compulsory core cross cutting subject at th
senior school level (alongside English, Mathemat@ismputer/ICT and Civic Education). This impliéat each
and every students in Nigeria senior secondarydclmespective of their fields of study, must quuisorily
offer at least one trade/entrepreneurship subpetted from the list of 35 trade/entrepreneurshipjects (see
Appendix A); and the student must register for @ssessed in) at least one T/E Subject in the public
examinations (NECO, WAEC or NABTEB).
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It is expected that school choose at least onee tsathject to stage in their school. To this endi @011)
suggested some considerations in choosing tradectsibteaching staff, school infrastructures, camity
interest and support, availability of local res@s,csocio-cultural inclinations, and student atitils (ability,
career interest, age, peers/family influences)s Will ensure its effective implementation.

Implementation of the new SSE curriculum and it& Tdmponent was scheduled to commence in September,
2011 at SS1 level (NERDC, 2008). Therefore, resmascand educators have started to raise quesiuths
conduct studies regarding the effective impleméotabf the curricula. On the part of NERDC (the pawdth

the legal mandate for curriculum development) atiteiocritical stakeholders in education, sensiiiratind
advocacy on the need curricula as well as provisibstrategic curriculum support/resources haveniibe
occupying activities. The target has been to supgad build the capacity of teachers for effectivericulum
delivery. Teachers are seen as the vital grassmgmémenters of the curriculum.

The concern of this study, therefore, was to aauerthe disposition of teachers towards the sufgless
implementation of trade/entrepreneurship educatiorNigeria. In specific terms, the study sort totab
information on teachers’ perception of the 35 tfadiepreneurship subjects of the new senior sesgnd
education curricula. And for the purpose of thisdst teachers’ perception refers to what teachenk tof the
trade/entrepreneurship subjects as representdetimresponses to the multiple dichotomy questsiatgments
of the study.

Research Questions

The study was guided by the following research tijoies:
1. What are the trade subject(s) that most teacharis: th

should be staged in their school?
the students will like?
their students are capable of doing well?
their school has facility for?
their school has trained teachers?
is/are available within the school community?

g. will help students start a profit business?
2. What similarities exist among teachers’ perceptioinhe trade/entrepreneurship subjects?

~0oo0CTw

Hypotheses

The following hypotheses were tested in the study:
1. Allthe 35 trade subjects are equally preferreddaghers
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2. There are no similarities among teachers’ percepifdhe trade/entrepreneurship subjects.
Method

The study is descriptive. Survey method was usedsolight to discover teachers’ preference/choice or
perception of the 35 trade/entrepreneurship suhject

53 teachers drawn from two senior secondary schools each of girls and mixed schools) participatethe
study. The schools were randomly selected fromasha the north east zone whose teachers hadraaihg
by NERDC on the structure, content and effectivplementation of the New SSS curricula. The teacheare
selected from Science &Mathematics, Technology, Bitities and Business field of studies (36, 17, 4B &
percents respectively).Their qualifications ranffedh NCE to M.Sc./M.Ed.

Instrument and data collection

Questionnaires were used to collect data. The muestres comprised 7/35 item multiple dichotomy
statements. That is, 7 statements against 35 sdgjects to which participants responded by indigaivhether
the statements apply or do not apply. Face vatidatif the questionnaire was done by experts iniauum
development. Pearson correlation coefficient ofwés obtained with two equivalent versions of th&ruments
completed by20 non-participant teachers.

The questionnaires were administered to the ppatints at the end of a 2-day sensitization and ambyoc
workshop for teachers on the structure, content mode of implementation of the trade/entrepreneprsh
curriculum. This ensured that participants werelvirdtructed and informed on the new curriculum.eTh
permission of the workshop organizerswas obtaied|, participation of the teachers was entirely mtzty.
The participants were assured of 'data privacy’'ti@f60 questionnaires administered, 53 were cdsglend
returned. The questionnaires took less than 25mircdmplete.Simple descriptive statistics (Min., max
&percentage) and a similarity matrix (correlatiovgre used to analyze the collected data.

Result and discussion

The results of the descriptive statistics of theesevariables/statements across the 35 trade/eetregrship
subjects are presented in tables 1, 2&3; whileetablis the proximity/similarity matrix for the 7aséments
(details of the codes used for the study variabtegpresented in Appendixes A & B).

The research question 1. Seeks to ascertain the trade subject(s) mostaeathink: should be staged in their
school; the students will like; their students eapable of doing well; their school has facility;ftheir school
has trained teachers; and is/are available witténsichool community. Tables 1, 2&3 provide answethts
question.

Table 1 shows the number and percent of teacheng alll the 35 trades; while table 2 contains surgroithe
responses showing trade subjects selected byadkedad most number of teachers. Table 3 showspléahk
trades (ranking based on the number or perceneadhers). Therefore, from tables 1,2 &3, the foihgy
conclusion can be made:

i Most teachers ( 69.8%) think their school shouddjst Textile trade’ (T18)
il Most teachers (58.5%) think SSS students in tlediosl will like ‘Painting and decoration’ (T10)

lli.  Most teachers (49.1%) think SSS students in tlutios! can do well in ‘Catering and craft
practice’(T16)
V. Most teachers (39.6%) think their school has fgcibr ‘Catering and craft practit€r 16)

V. Most teachers (37.7%) think their school has trhieachers for ‘Catering and craft practice’ (T16)
Vi. Most teachers (32.1%) think that ‘Catering andtquedictice’ (T16) is available within the school
community
Vii. Most teachers (47.2%) think that ‘Fisheries’(T33] telp the students start a profit business
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Table 1: Responses to 7 statements on the trade/esgreneurship subjects

Statement 1| Statement |2 Statement 3 Statemeént 4 tentétat 5 Statement 6 Statemen
Trade| U2 % | Vea | % | Yeo| % |Veo| % | ves | % | ves | * |'ves | ¥

T1 16 30.2 13 24.5 10 18.p 1 1.p 3 5[7 6 11.3 17 .13
T2 23 43.4 19 35.§ 22 41.6 7 13}2 9 17.0 10 18.9 132.1
T3 22 41.5 19 35.§ 19 35.8 6 1113 8 15.1 8 15.1 182.1
T4 16 30.2 15 28.3 12 22.6 1 1.p 3 5{7 6 11.3 15 .32
T5 20 37.7 16 30.2 10 18.p 3 5.7 2 3/8 1 18.2 13 52
T6 20 37.7 14 26.4 14 26.4 3 5.7 4 7(5 10 18.9 160.2 3
T7 21 39.6 17 32.1 16 30.p 5 9.4 5 9|4 10 1B.9 158.32
T8 20 37.7 15 28.3 19 35.8 6 1113 3 5|7 9 17.0 146.4 2
T9 17 32.1 14 26.4 14 26.4 4 7.5 5 9|4 8 15.1 12 62
T10 29 54.7 31 58.% 22 416 1( 18.9 9 17.0 11 20.82 41.5
T11 13 245 10 18.9 9 17.0 3 5.7 2 3/8 6 11.3 12 .62
T12 15 28.3 14 26.4 14 26.4 9 17,0 10 18.9 10 18.97 32.1
T13 17 32.1 18 34.0 14 26.4 13 24.5 1P 22.6 11 20.86 30.2
T14 21 39.6 20 37.7 16 30.2 15 28.3 14 26.4 11 20.87 32.1
T15 11 20.8 14 26.4 9 17.0 10 18,9 6 11.3 D 17.0 122.6
T16 32 60.4 25| 47.2 26 491 21 39.6 20 3.7 17 32.24 45.3
T17 30 56.6 20 37.7 24 458 1( 18.9 9 17.0 D 17.01 (239.6
T18 37 69.8 19 35.8 21 39.6 11 20.8 5 9.4 3 15.1 184.0
T19 30 56.6 24| 453 25 47.p 2( 377 14 26.4 15 28.22 41.5
T20 18 34.0 18 34.0 15 28.3 8 151 7 13.2 ¥ 13.2 128.3
T21 20 37.7 15 28.3 18 34.0 5 9.4 3 5|7 1 1.9 14 42
T22 18 34.0 12 22.6 11 20.8 5 9.4 5 94 T 1B8.2 158.32
T23 17 32.1 17 32.1 14 26.4 7 13,2 4 7.5 4 1.5 13452
T24 17 32.1 13 24.% 14 26.4 11 20.8 18 24.5 11 20.83 24.5
T25 26 49.1 23| 434 20 37.57 19 35.8 18 24.5 10 18.95 28.3
T26 18 34.0 20 37.7 14 26.4 12 22.6 7 18.2 8 15.17 [132.1
T27 16 30.2 20 37.7 17 3211 11 20.8 9 17.0 D 17.07 [132.1
T28 18 34.0 20 37.7 16 30.p 5 9.4 1 119 T 1B.2 160.2 3
T29 21 39.6 18 34.0 16 30.p 6 11,3 4 7.5 8 15.1 182.1
T30 13 245 14 26.4 12 22.6 3 5.7 2 38 Li 9.4 11 .82
T31 9 17.0 10 18.9 11 20.8 3 5.1 2 3/8 5 9.4 13 524.
T32 21 39.6 21 39.6 18 34.0 11 20.8 1P 22.6 10 18.22 41.5
T33 20 37.7 22 41.% 16 30.2 9 17,0 8 15.1 11 20.85 |247.2
T34 17 32.1 20 37.7 19 35.8 1( 18.9 9 17.0 D 17.07 [132.1
T35 17 32.1 16 30.2 18 34.0 1( 18.9 9 17.0 11 20.86 30.2

These conclusions agree with Orji (2011) suggedtiah nature and location of school is a factosetection of
trade/entrepreneurship subjects. The type of scfibohrding’ and with ‘girls’) may have influencddachers’
bias for ‘catering and craft’.

Hypothesis 1: States that all the 35 trade subjects are equedfeped by teachers.

Table 1, however, shows that there are differemhbers and percentage of teachers for the differawie
subject. The numbers ranged from 9 (T31) to 37 148e Table 2). This implies that the trade subjaoe not
equally preferred by teacher. Therefore, the hygsithis rejected.
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Table 2: Summary of responses showing trade subjexselected by the least and most number of teachers

This trade
I think my | I think SSS | | think the My school will help
school students in | SSS students | think my | has This trade | the
should my school | in my school| school has| trained is available | students
o stage this | will like can do well | the facility | teachers | withinthe | starta
Statistics | yrade this trade | in this trade | for this for this school profit
(No. of Yes) | subject subject subject trade subject community | business
Minimum 9(T31) | 10(T11,T31)9(T11, T15)| 1(T1,T4) 1(T28) 1(T21) 11 (T30Q)
Maximum 37 (T18) 31 (T10) 26 (T16) 21 (T16 20 (716 17 (T16) 25 (T33)
Table 3: Top 10 most selected Trade subjects
Rank Top 10 | Rank Top 10 | Rank Top 10 | Rank Top 10 | Rank Top 10 | Rank Top 10 | Rank Top 10
Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 Statement 4 Statement 5 Statement 6 Statement 7
Trade | %Yes| Trade %Yes Trade %Yps Trade %Yes Trad&es% Trade| %Yeg Trade %Ye
T18 69.8 T10 58.5 T16 49.1 T16 39.6 T16 37 Tip .132 T33 47.2
T16 60.4 | T16 | 47.2 T19 47.2 T19 37.7 T19 264 T1D .328 T16 45.3
T17 56.6 T19 | 453 T17 45.3| T25 35.8 T14 264 TiD .820Q T19 41.5
T19 56.6 T25 | 434 T10 41.5| Ti4 28.3 T25 246 Ti14 .820 T10 41.5
T10 54.7 T33 | 415 T2 41.5 T13 24.5 T24 245  T33 820 T32 41.5
T25 49.1 T32 39.6 T18 39.6| T26 22.6 T32 22p T1B .820Q T17 39.6
T2 43.4 | T17 | 37.7 T25 37.7 T18 20.8 T13 22.6 T24 820, T18 34.0
T3 41.5 T14 | 37.7 T3 35.8 T32 20.8 T12 18.9 T35 20(812 32.1
T7 39.6 T26 | 37.7 T8 35.8 T24 20.8 T17 17.0 T25 18|913 32.1
T14 39.6 T28 37.7 T34 35.8| T27 20.8 T10 170 T2 918 T14 32.1

Research Question 2: What similarities exist among teachers’ perceptiafisthe trade/entrepreneurship
subjects? Table 6 presents a similarity matrixtfier 7 statements. The similarity indices are aflifpee ranging
from .457 to .889. The strongest similarity (.8&Xjisted between those who think their school hamed
teachers for the trade subjects and those who thieik school has facilities for them. The implicatis that
having trained teachers and facilities for tradesanstrongest determinants of trade subject prefere

Hypothesis 2: There are no similarities among teachers’ percaptb the trade/entrepreneurship subjects.
Again, table 4 shows result of the correlation kegtwthe 7 variables (Statements 1- 7).
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Table 4: Proximity Matrix for 7 Variables /Statementl Statement2 Statement3 Statement4 Stafeme
Statement6 Statement7//View= Variable/ /Measurerddtion/

Correlation between Vectors of Values

| think the This trade
I think my | | think sss | sss studenty | think my will help
school students in in my school has the
should my school | school can| the facility | My school | This trade is students
stage this| will like do well in for this has trained| available start a

trade this trade | this trade trade teachers fon within the profit
subject subject subject subject | this subject| community | business

| think my school

should stage this 1.000 .697 .823 .547 457 .488 .645

trade subject

| think sss

students in my 697 1.000 757 663 584 564 756

school will like

this trade subject

| think the sss

students in my

school can do .823 757 1.000 .643 .604 .564 .681

well in this trade

subject

| think my school

has the facility for .547 .663 .643 1.000 .889 741 .538

this trade subject

My school has

trained teachers 457 .584 .604 .889 1.000 .817 .588

for this subject

This trade is

available within .488 .564 .564 741 .817 1.000 .634

the community

This trade will

help the students 645 756 681 538 588 634 1.000

start a profit
business

This is a similarity matrix

Table 4 reveals an overall positive and signifiqani5) correlation between the 7 variables. Thawesfthe
hypothesis is rejected.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The study described trade/entrepreneurship educetithe light of what teachers think; consideringt the
successful implementation of the new curriculaingld upon teachers’ actions and disposition. hitsiffom
the result indicate that not all the 35 trade stiisjare considered by teachers as relevant, feasilrnable, of
interest to students, and having community suppdsb indicated is that there is a pertinent conder trained
teachers and facility for the trade subjects.

The following recommendation, are therefore made:

1. The concerns of teachers on the trade/entrepreripigducation school be addressed
2. Schools heads and teachers should come to consamsusat trade subject(s) to stage in the school
having considered their staff strengths, schodlifi@s and funding; students’ ability, career irgst

and believes; and community interest and suppothitrade subjects.
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3. There should be more grassroot (school-level) Seagon and advocacy on the new
trade/entrepreneurship curriculum to promote thppreciation and acceptance by all teachers and
students.

4. Further studies should be carried out (e.g. lacgéeseasibility study on the trade subjects) &niify
for school appropriate trade subjects (and pres#tguiesources) considering: school type (whether
girls, boys or mixed; day or boarding school; teacahh commercial or comprehensive schools), trgnin
and retraining of teachers (staffing); school comity et cetera.

References

Gbamanja, S. P. T. (199Curriculum development and implementation: Newtsgees for years, 2000 plus
Port-Harcourt: Para graphics.

NERDC. (2008)The new senior secondary school curriculum at acgaAbuja: Author.

Omolayo, B. (2006).Entrepreneurship in theory aratfice. In F. Omotosho, T.K.O. Aluko, O.l. Wale An&
G. Adaramola (eds)ntroduction to entrepreneurship development inexii@ Ado-Ekiti: UNAD Press.

Orji, N. S. (2006)Relationship among teacher classroom managemeravimlirs, students’ task engagement,
and students’ outcomes in chemistsyipublished master’s thesis, University of Ibadaadan.

Orji, N. S. (2011).The new senior secondary education curriculum: €fadtrepreneurshiglLecture note].
Presented at a 2-day sensitization and advocadystvop for teachers in Adamawa State held in Yola 21
— 22 September, 2011.

Watson, G. (2010). Definition of entrepreneurship [Online] Available:
http://www.gregwatson.com/entrepreneurship

Appendix A: list of 35 trade/entrepreneurship subjets and their codes

Trade Trade

code Trade subjects code Trade subjects
Tl Auto Body repair and spray painting T19 Dyeing afehching
T2 Auto Electrical work T20 Printing craft practice
T3 Auto Mechanical work T21 Cosmetology
T4 Auto Parts merchandising T22 Leather goods nzanufing and repair
T5 Air Conditioning Refrigerator T23 Keyboarding
T6 Welding and fabrication engineering craft preeti T24 Short hand
T7 Electrical Installation and Maintenance Work T25 Data processing
T8 Radio, TV & electrical work T26 Store keeping
T9 Block laying, Brick Laying & Concrete Work T27 Bo&keping
T10 Painting and Decoration T28 GSM maintenance
T11 Plumbing and pipe fitting T29 Photography
T12 Machine woodworking T30 Tourism
T13 Carpentry and Joinery T31 Mining
T14 Furniture making T32 Animal Husbandry
T15 Upholstery T33 Fisheries
T16 Catering and craft practice T34 Marketing
T17 Garment making T35 Salesmanship
T18 Textile trade

Appendix B: Codes and labels for the 7 research giements

Code Statement label

Statement1 | think my school should stage thisgmubject

Statement 2 | think SSS students in my schoollik# this trade subject
Statement 3 | think the SSS students in my schaoldo well in this trade subject
Statement 4 I think my school has the facility this trade

Statement 5 My school has trained teachers forstitigect

Statement 6 This trade is available within the stlkommunity

Statement 7 This trade will help the studentst stgrofit business
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