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Abstract
The study was carried out to assdbe secondary school students’ parents participatio Economic
development of Nigeria. The location of male anchdée parents in their occupation of mining, Agriace,
Trading, Banking and Human resources managemené \assessed. Three research questions and one
hypothesis guided the study. A sample of 1000 ¢Ba: and 500 female) was randomly selected. Datlysia
was done through the use of percentage for resemestions and chi-square for the hypothesis ated® of
significance. The result showed that more male fharale participate in economic development ancetivas a
significant difference. Recommendations were madedual gender participation in economic develapme
Keywords: Assessment, Education, Gender and Economic Denelot.

Introduction

Nigeria is a country with human and natural resesird@here are lots of economic resources in the@muent
that need to be harnessed to provide income favithehals and help build the country. The individuatho
manage these resources for their benefit and fhideccountry should be assessed. That is assessferale
and female participation in the economic developroéiNigeria.

Assessment of students’ parent’'s economic activiiiea better way of helping the students to cbute to
economic development of their countries. Studemés aiten influenced by the occupation of their pise
(Onyekwe, 2006; Osadebe, 2013). Knowledge of thimws occupations will help the students to maketer
careers’ choice. Assessment will help to find outether male or female parents contribute more & th
economic development through various occupatiomsice, economic development is the process of arigani
available resources for the benefits of male antafe population as well as the growth of the sgdi@sadebe,
2005). In this study, economic development depemdthe occupation of students’ parents. That istwhey do
to earn a living and contribute to the society.

There are human and natural resources availalaesiate or country Human resources include maldemale
of the working population. They are managed to peedgoods and services for their benefits and draithe
state or country. Natural resources include oif ljmestone, lignite, land, capital, water, agtictdl product,
and others. These are exploited and organized dynidle and female working population to generaterime
that should be well distributed

Generally, the concept of economic developmentbezs defined by various scholars depending on #reas
of interest. Aderinto and Abdullahi (1982, p.30&fide economic development, “as the process whetiedy
real per capita income of a country increases aveng period of time”. Begg, Fischer and Dornbu&d94) in
the same view defined economic development .ax@egita real Gross National Product (GNP) of a agunt
That is, the growth of per capita real income dejgean the growth of total real income relativette growth of
population. The work of these scholars revealetidh@se in real income per head is still the edicator for
economic development. These definitions are goash@mics points of view. However, this study focusas
assessment of how male and female participatehiese real income per capita. It has been pointédhat the
role of both men and women play in economic develempt depends, among other things, on job oppoiggnit
(Adamu, 1996). This is when male- and female engsfgtively in various occupations available. Nigds
endowed with abundant human and natural resoufidesse include men and women in various occupations,
mineral deposits, agricultural products, etc. Theraeed for the effective participation of maleldamale to
profitably organize these resources.

Assessment of gender participation in economic ldpweent is an attempt to investigate and judge kdrebr
not male and female participate equally on variotsupations, to derive benefits and contributehto growth
of the society. The occupations delimited in thisdg are: Mining (Oil and other related workersyrisulture
(producers of profitable plant and animal producigading (Buyers and sellers of mining and agtioall
products), Banking (Bank workers), Human Resourcanajement (Civil Servants, Public and Private
Workers). Most of the workers are parents of stt&lensecondary schools. It should be noted thatestts later
in life become workers in their chosen occupatimngarticipate in economic development. The stuslerdy be
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influenced to make choice by the occupations ofrtparents. Hence students need education pantigula
counselling for effective participation in econondievelopment.

One of the educational goals in the national potinyeducation recommended in schools, is the aitiguiof
appropriate skill for individuals (male and femate)live in and contribute to the development af gociety
(Federal Government of Nigeria, 2004). This incei@eonomic development. Similarly, the policy sateat
guidance and counselling should be introduced ¢orsgary schools because of the apparent ignordnoaimy
students about career prospects. This also hasgieation of counselling for economic developmentthis
study, students were made to indicate their pdrentaipations as the basis for counselling themauicipate
effectively in economic development when they beeamorkers in life. Therefore, the problem of thigdy is:
do male and female parents of students particggtally in economic development?

Research Questions

The following questions guided the

study:

1. What is the proportion of gender participationezonomic development in the state?

2. What is the proportion of gender participatianezonomic development in rural area?

3. What is the proportion of gender participationezonomic development in urban area?

Hypothesis

The null hypothesis below was tested at .05 lef/slgnificance.

HOI: There is no significant difference between dgmand occupation of students’ parents on economic
development.

Literature review

Most scholars have defined economic developmerthagrocess whereby the real per capital incoma of
country increases over a long period of time orqgagital real Gross National Product of a coun&gefrinto &
abdullahi, 1982; Begg, Fischer & Dornbusch, 19%)ise in real income per head appears to be tlst be
indicator for economic development. Thus, econasaeelopment depends on job opportunities (AdamagL9
This is when male and female population effectivelygaged in the various available occupations as
recommended by American Psychological Associatkiii8). The things that people do as occupatiorato
income to cater for themselves and contribute eédothilding of the society constitute economic depetent.
Assessment of students’ parents participation anemic development became necessary to find outxtent

to which male and female of the working populatioontribute to the economic development of Nigeria.
Assessment is the use of valid and reliable instntensuch a test, questionnaire, observation, @tedview
among others to obtain information about individudlehaviour upon which judgment or decision is enad
(Osadebe, 2004). The major task of assessmentasalyze information provide by many tests or tégphes
and to combine the information to make complex iamgbrtant judgment or decision about individual (il

& Davidshofer, 1994). The various occupations afdshts’ parents assessed in this study includeiniglin
Agriculture, Trading, and Banking and Human reseuntanagement. This help to determine whether or not
male and female parents participated equally on@nic development.

Methods and Materials

The study is a 2 x 5 factorial design. It considegender occupation and location for economic agmaknt.
The model used in this study is judgmental emplagiextrinsic criteria. Assessment ends with judgetn

A sample of 1000 students’ parents was randombcsed for the study. The sample was made up ofnale
and 500 female chosen through a stratified randamique.

The instrument for data collection was a questioenditled: Students’ questionnaire on their pasént
occupations for economic development (SQPOED).alt designed by the researchers to obtain informatio
gender of student-parents’ occupation for econataielopment.

The instrument (SQPOED) has a high construct and falidity. The items were analyzed with the u$e o
Conbach Alpha. A reliability index of 0.88 was dbtd as the coefficient of internal consistency.eTh
coefficient was significant at .05, which made ittgtrument very reliable for the study.

Percentage was used to analyze the research queesibi Square was applied to test the hypothesis a

.05 level of significance.

Results

Three research questions and one hypothesis fatikg were presented and analyzed as follow:
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Research Question One

What is the proportion of gender participation eor@mic development in the State?

Table 1 Percentage (%) analysis of gender participatioeconomic development of Delta State.

S/N | Occupation No.of No.of Proportion of | Proportion of | Assessment
Males Females Males (%) Females (%)
1 Mining 20 11 2.0 1.1 More male
participated
2 Agriculture 118 112 11.8 11.2 More male
participated
3 Trading 122 236 12.2 23.6 More female
participated
4 Banking 30 10 3.0 1.0 More male
participated
5 Human Resource 210 131 21.0 13.1 More male
Management participated
Total N = 1000 % = 100
The above table 1 shows that the male parent afests are participating more in economic develogmen
through the occupations of Mining, Agriculture, Barg and Human Resource Management while female are
more in trading. The result reveals that the prtiporof male to female parents of students waseqofl. This
implies inequality in gender participation of stati parents in the economic development of DeliégdeS
Research Question Two
What is the proportion of gender participation coremic development in rural area?
Table 1: Percentage (%) analysis of gender in economieldpment of rural area.
S/N | Occupation No.of No.of Proportion of Males | Proportion of | Assessment
Males Females (%) Females (%)
1 Mining - - 0 0 No participation
2 Agriculture 99 97 22.6 22.1 More male
participation
3 Trading 42 101 9.6 23.1 More female
participation
4 Banking 5 3 1.1 0.7 More male
participation
5 Human Resource 60 31 13.7 7.1 More male
Management participation
Total N =438 % = 100
The above table 2 indicates that male parents wafesits participate more except trading, in the egvo
development of rural areas. There was no paremtsicpation in mining probably because of the alsseof
such development in rural area. The proportion allento female was not equal.
Research Question Three
What is the proportion of gender participation eormic development in urban area?
Table 1 Percentage (%) analysis of gender in economieldpment of urban area.
S/N | Occupation No.of No.of Proportion of Males | Proportion of | Assessment
Males Females (%) Females (%)
1 Mining 20 11 3.6 2.0 More male
participation
2 Agriculture 19 15 3.4 2.7 More male
participation
3 Trading 80 135 14.2 25 More female
participation
4 Banking 25 7 4.4 1.2 More male
participation
5 Human Resource 150 100 26.7 17.8 More male
Management participation
Total N =562 % = 100
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The above table 3 shows that male parents of secprathool students are participating more in eogao
development of urban area than female except idinga However, the proportion of male to female
participation was not equal. There was more pargagicipation in economic development in urbamar
Individuals and government may be responsibleHerestablishment of various economic activities.
Hypothesis One

There is no significance difference between gerahet occupation of students parents on economic
development.
Table 4: Chi-square (X test analysis of gender participation on Econdbewelopment.

Gender| Mining| Agriculture| Trading | Banking | Human Total | Calculated | Critical Decision
resources X2 value X2value
Male 20 118 (115) 112 30 (30 210 (170.5) 500
(15.5) (179)
Female| 11 112 (115) 236 10 (20) | 131 (170.5) 500
(15.5) (179) 67.43 9.49 Reject
Total | 31 230 358 40 341 1000

The above table 4, presents frequency observedragdency expected of gender participation in eogino
development. The calculated chi-square value afBWwas more than the critical chi-square value.49 &t .05
level of significance. The hypothesis was rejectBioerefore, the result revealed that there waggaif&iant
different between gender and occupation of studpatents on economic development.

Findings and Discussions

The result of this study showed generally thatem@drents participated more than the female in aoim
development of Nigeria. Specifically, male parguasticipate more in Mining, Agriculture, Bankingcdahluman
Resource management. Female parents participate matrading. There is a significant different beem
gender and occupation of students’ parents in engnalevelopment. This reveals inequalities in gende
participation on economic development. The findilgsimilar to the work of Adamu ( 1996) Who repmatt
gender inequalities in economic development of Né&gdt appears men make more efforts to dominataajor
occupations. Women were found more in the smalinigaactivities of this study.

Education appears to have given men dominancevemeren in most occupations. There is such evidemties
findings of Oniyama and Avwata (1996) that moreesajraduated from schools than females. Henceatdoc
paved way for more male participation in econonggelopment. Women dominated in small trading aitisi
it both rural and urban areas. It was observedrfzée and female participate less on economic dewant in
rural than urban area. This may be explained teeotirural-urban migration. In human resource manant,
such as Civil Servants, Public and Private Work#érsy provide profitable goods and services. It wlaserved
that male participate more than female due to @thucand technical skills for economic development.

Okoh and Arubayi (1996) recommended educational eamhomic empowerment for women to enable them
participates effectively in economic developmertisTwill be possible when other variables suchwdgie and
religion are controlled. It has been pointed outtbulture plays a very important role in determinithe
activities of gender. (Babatunde, 2003). Womencaresidered to be dependent and submissive. KeOatede
(2002) state that any society wishing to achieseeitonomic aims and objectives, should adequatkdyeas
human resource management.

Conclusion

The study was carried out to asses the secondaopkstudents’ parents participation in economigetigoment
of Nigeria. The study revealed inequality in gengarticipation of students’ parents on economicettgyment.
Male parents participate more than the female. faotr that accounts for this is education. Mordemaere
more educated than the female parents. Therefbege tis the implication that emphasis should bd Igi
training of female students. Guidance programmedoondary schools should be intensified to encaurag
female student to complete their education. Grough iadividual counselling should be encouraged \toich
female drop out of school. They should be guidechimose the same occupation with male studentgyf have
the interest and ability. Subsequently, studentsilshbe made to experience occupational visitsaas qf the
school guidance programme. Counseling attentiomldhaiso be given to the male students so thamatteo
help the female does not create inequality in fut@econdary school students may be allowed taafiigble
vocation to acquire experiences in participatinigetively in economic development of their statecountry.
Counsellors should follow up and evaluate the eéxtéistudents’ participation. This will help to pide enough
counselling programmes for the students.
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Another factor found to account for inequality idtare and belief some societies do not see worsetapable
of doing all types of occupation. That is, some w@agerved for men and others for women. People dgeem
believe that women are weak and may not be capablearticipating in some high energy demanding
occupations. This has limited female participatianeconomic development. This wrong notion could be
corrected in the secondary school through guidandecounselling programme. Currently, there isyingathat
what a man can do, a woman can do as well. Cownseadbuld use this in schools to encourage equadaye
participation in economic development. Students$ evientually become workers to participate in theremic
activities of their society.

One of the best indicators of economic developnemeal per capital income; Students should bergihe
Orientation on how to profitably harness the axddehuman and natural resources in both rural abdruareas
for proper economic development. Income should ek distributed. The idea of greed, embezzlememtudiic
fund, strikes action, youth restiveness and sohmuld be discouraged. Students should be guidegecatheir
country’s resources as a means of developmentapibvement of life.

Recommendations

The following recommendations were made for effectiender participation in economic development:

1. There should be equal educational opporturfitieboth male and female.

2 There should be guidance and counselling progemnschools and various places of occupation or
work.

3. Participation in economic development shouldifteoduced into secondary school guidance and
counselling programrne.

4, There should be economic empowerment progranamezédmen. Women should be given leadership

positions in economic development.

5. There should be even distribution of income dilgtotaxation.

6. Government should create enough job opportenfte both male and female. The country resources
should be well harness and managed for the beméfgender and the society. Self employment should
also be encouraged.

7 Women should see themselves as capable of doénggime occupation as men.

8 Counselling for economic development should geagalual process.
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