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Abstract

This study investigates serials management in usityelibraries, determines the extent to whichiasrare
accessed and used and appraises the influenceaitditahty, accessibility and use of serials on |dtions
output of lecturers in federal universities in Nige Questionnaire administration method was aglbpb
accumulate data for the study. Combinations ofi lepten-ended and closed-form types of questions weed.
The study reveals that the universities studiecetdhifferent types of serials in stock. Print aneclonic serials
were the major forms of serials used by lecturardNigerian universities with print serials being tmore
utilised. University libraries and Internet wehe tmajor sources of serials used by the lecturéng result also
reports that lecturers in Nigerian universities patlications in six categories of publicationseTihfluence of
serials management on access and use as revediee t@sults, management on access (r = 0.1120Px®@as
significant while management on use (r = -0.0310.B%) was not significant. All the independent ahtes
(management, access and use) when combined haficsigninfluence on the dependent variable (pudilans
output) (Fg. se9 = 12.48, R = 204, = 0.04; P<0.01). The study therefore recommenasgbvernment should
provide adequate fund for provision of relevantrent and adequate serials for research activitiemprove
publications output of lecturers in Nigerian unsities and that universities should maintain thdicgo
associated with ‘publish or perish’ to boost reskainformation generation, utilisation and dissaation.
Keywords. Serials management, Access and use of serialscRiih output, Federal university lecturers,
Nigeria.

Introduction

Serial is a publication in print, non-print or el@mic format issued in successive parts and irgdnid be
continued indefinitely. Serials are of variousdsnand include journals, magazines, newspapersslegers,
accessions, reports, proceedings and transactiossc@ties and other periodicals like abstractd ilexes.
Serials are of great importance because they tatast, current, up-to-date and useful information.

Serials constitute a major part of all universitydries’ collections. The goal of library servicssgenerating,
collecting, synthesising and disseminating up-ttedaccurate, unbiased and relevant informatiorilabia in
serials, books and non-book formats which can beedtand retrieved whenever needed. Therefois,tite
duty of the university libraries and librarianspimvide serials and services for lecturers, stuglend other users
for research activities.

Universities are involved in teaching, research poblication. One of the preoccupations of any arsity
lecturer is research. The outcome of researchually published. The worth of a lecturer is usudétermined
by the quantity and quality of his or her publioati Publication output of every lecturer to a grestent,
determines his or her promotion based on the paicypublish or perish”. And to be able to carrytau
meaningful research, the researcher must be alblavi® access to and use relevant, current and atesgrials
in the university library.

The success of every library’s programme, therefooald be easily measured in terms of its effor@cquiring
and managing relevant, current and adequate sefi&ils elements of serials management are sedglgsition
which involves selection, deselection and subdoriptorganisation which involves processing angldig on
racks for users; and maintenance which involvesatipg, filling the gap, preservation, binding ofchassues
and repair of damaged ones. Others are provididacdities like finding aids, reading areas equég with
tables, chairs and air-conditioners as well as ipiow of services such as current awareness ssrvice
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photocopier, exhibition, translation from foreiggnuage like Germany, French and Arabic to theuagg
understood by the users.

The World Bank (2002) observed that Nigerian ursiters are still struggling to provide basic faads, funding

and adequate information that could enable theulers create and apply new knowledge, innovatiors a
develop analytical perspectives on development Ipne® and also provide service to the public andapei
sectors. The consequences of insufficient fundimgumiversities are reflected in poorly-remuneragtalff,
crumbling academic facilities, poorly-equipped leddories, out-dated libraries and inadequate délseand low
research output (Andrew, Bankole and Olatunde, P00Bis portends a grave danger for academics, the
development of the individual and the community.

It is against this backdrop that this study invgsied the influence of serials management, acaebsise on
publication output of lecturers in federal univées in Nigeria.

Objectives of the Study

The objectives of the study are to: -

examine how serials are managed in Nigerian usityelibraries;

identify forms of serials accessed and used bwitecs in federal universities in Nigeria,;

find out sources of serials accessed and usecchyrées in federal universities in Nigeria;

find out the publication output of lecturers in édl universities in Nigeria; and

ascertain the impact of management, access tosndfiserials on publication output of lecturers in
federal universities in Nigeria.

arwNPE

Literature Review

The emergence of serial as an effective tool in enodnformation and research has called for serssager
with in-depth knowledge of their peculiarity andcheiques for controlling them (Adubika, 2007). A
comprehensive serials management is concernedewghything that happens to serials throughout tikeir
cycle. The serials management operates with mangepts. There are various views on the concepts a
elements of serials management.

Serials management deals with: selection and detah, liaison with users, collection analysis asér survey
(Ogunrombi, 1997); financial control and budgetidgal with price list checking, fund allocation, @ive
checking, invoice payment and receipt checking qFd999); subscription methods deal with directeoirty
and subscription agents (Cowley, 1990); house-keemiutines deals with stamping, recording in staf file,
kardex card, visible index and serials lists (Tgp990); cataloguing and classification deal witbvision of
bibliographic description for each title of serialsd provision of access to serials representabercatalogue
(Adeyemi, 2001); organisation deals with cataloguinlassification and display of serials on theksato
facilitate easy access (Law, 1999); storage, pvatien and binding deal with protection of serifitsm damage
and prolong their shelf life (Elkington, 1999); @it services to the users deal with circulatiomeking,
abstracting, current awareness, translation, pbpiog and inter-library lending services (Clerkdan
O’Driscoll, 1990); and serials automation which Ildeavith application of modern information and
communication technologies in carrying out senmbscesses (Woodward and Graham, 1990).

Access and use analysis are central to serials geament. Access to information, according to Akahun
(2008), means that users can identify and useebgurces. Resources, as pointed out by AguoluAguidiu
(2002), may be available in the library and eveentdied bibliographically as relevant to one’s gab of
interest, but the users may not be able to lay iammdthem. Assessing user needs, satisfactionilanady
performance at the University of Washington Libearby Hiller (2001) reported that 97% of the unsigr
lecturers had access to the World Wide Web anduprably use this to access the electronic resoimcasling
serials provided by the library.

Serials are used for diverse purposes includirsyifeireading, scholarly research, teaching, priofieassreasons
and hobbies (Nisonger, 1998). Lecturers and rekess in universities, according to Aina (2004¥ ergarded
as the library and serials users with advancededsgin their subjects of specialisation. Many &uiso
including Rogers (2001), Dillon and Hahn (2002)|a8en (2008) and Ogunniyi, Akerele and Afolabi (2011
confirm the fundamental concept that a fractiorihaf periodical collection accounts for the majoofyusage.
Rogers (2001) at Ohio State University revealed tha number of lecturers that used electronic rjalsr
increased from 36.2% in 1998 to 53.9% in 2000; #rad reporting similar use of printed journals @esed
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from 74.3% to 65.6% over the same period. ReseaycBillon and Hahn (2002) at University of Marythn
found that 65% of the university lecturers reachiad journals at least monthly while 80% read eteit
journals at least monthly. Salaam (2008) revedied serials were fairly available, accessible asdd by
postgraduate students in universities of agricalinrNigeria. Ogunniyi, Akerele and Afolabi (201lrEported
that majority (66.7%) of lecturers at Adeyemi Cgheof Education, Nigeria used serials in the cellgdibrary.

Universities are involved in teaching, research paldlication. All over the world, according to Akayo and
Oghenekohwo (2008), university education has atdasignificant interest as it serves as the onhy \uf
ensuring immediate changes and transformation imamuand technological advancement. One of the
preoccupations of any lecturer is research. Rebeas pointed out by Ntiamoah Baidu (2008), isg¢hgine
that generates new knowledge and provides ideasational development. The outcome of researcisuslly
published. Ogbomo (2010) maintained that publicais essential for problem-solving, leading to @ymsm in
library services as a response to changing timgsanironment. Okwilagwe (2001) asserted thatdt&demic
Union of Universities (ASUU), Nigeria is one of tlagencies and professional associations whoseitegiv
directly influence the book publishing industry Nigeria. Publication output of lecturers, as pethout by
Okafor and Dike (2010) can be in form of journdices, technical reports, conference proceedihgsks or
chapters of book.

The quantity of publications output of lecturers,osited by Popoola (2002), could be measuredhbpting

the number of journal articles, technical repoctmference proceedings, books or chapters in bpokBshed
over a period. Ashor and Chaudhry (1993), as ditédkafor (2008), revealed that the 1,082 paperveied in
their study of Saudi scientists were publisheddrc@untries. The study also reported that althdhgtscientists
published in 442 different journals, only 37 of joeirnals carried the bulk of the papers, constiguithe core
scientific journals for Saudi libraries. Despitairgng some intrinsic and extrinsic rewards by emgg in

teaching and service activities, the greatest résvésuch as tenure, promotion and professionalistg)) as
described by Watty, Bellamy and Morley (2008), flamthose lecturers who publish scholarly works.

To be able to carry out a meaningful researchrélsearcher must be able to have access to anducrsatc
relevant and adequate information especially frenats in the university library. Using the jouttigerature,
the individual researcher has to make a trip tditirary to locate bound volume containing thedetior articles
desired (Farrington 1997). In the university comity as put by Anunobi, Nwakwuo and Ezejiofor (2)1
access to serials is primarily through the univgribrary. To achieve this primary role, univeysiibrary
ensures that the appropriate serials are sele@aeddbon acquisition policy of the institution, aicgd and
processed.

Resear ch M ethodology

The correlation research design was adopted forsthdy. A sample fraction of 50% was used to $edec
sample size of 12 universities out of 24 convergticiederal universities. Twelve universities werdected
using stratified random sampling technique. Udimg multi-stage sampling technique, the sample wias
made up of 6,570 lecturers. A sampling fractionl6$6 was used to select a sample size of 986 &stur
Twelve serials management personnel were alsodadlas sample in the study. Data were collectexlitfin
validated questionnaires tagged Lecturers’ SeAatsess and Use Questionnaire (LSAUQ) (r=0.90) aeribs
Management Questionnaire (SMQ) (r = 0.80). A tathiB64 respondents, representing 87.6% of thd tota
population of 986 and 12 respondents of the SMQiridtared were used. Data collected were analysety
frequency and percentage, correlation and multgdeessions.
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Findings and Discussion

Table 1: Distribution of Questionnaire by Rate of Return

S/No | Ingtitution Number Number Per centage
Administered Returned
1 University of Ibadan, Ibadan 173 147 85.0
2 University of Agriculture, Abeokuta 56 49 87.5
3 University of llorin, llorin 86 80 93.0
4 Federal University of Technology, Minna 40 37 D2.
5 University of Agriculture, Umudike 24 19 79.2
6 Federal University of Technology, Owerri 35 30 .85
7 University of Calabar, Calabar 106 92 86.8
8 University of Benin, Benin 146 133 91.1
9 Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria 182 175 96.2
10 | Usman Dan Fodio University, Sokoto a7 37 78.7
11 Federal University of Technology, Yola 52 40 96.
12 | Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University pf 39 25 64.1
Technology, Bauchi
Total 986 864 87.6%

Table 1 presents the distribution of respondentsaly of questionnaire return. The result shoves il the
sample areas recorded above 80% return rate. nStanice, at the University of Ibadan, 173 copieshef
questionnaire were distributed and 147 copies wexgned and this accounted for 85.0% return ra#tiso, at
University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, 56 copies betquestionnaire were distributed and 49 copies weturned
and this accounted for about 88% return rate. Mibda, out of 986 copies of the questionnaire adstémed,
864 copies were returned and this accounted f@&9%80f returns.

Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Designation

Designation Frequency Per centage (%)
Graduate Assistant 13 15
Assistant Lecturer 32 3.7
Lecturer Il 129 14.9
Lecturer | 129 14.9
Senior Lecturer 344 39.8
Reader 168 19.4
Professor 49 5.7
Total 864 100.0

Table 2 presents the distribution of respondentddsygnation. According to the result of the as@lythe least,
1.5% of the respondents were Graduate Assistadtsnaajority, 39.8% were Senior Lecturers. Thisvehthat

majority of the respondents sampled were Senioturers and above. This is possible because majofitiie

respondents sampled had Ph.D. This implies thagalles of lecturers in Nigerian Universities wengresented
in the study. The least of respondents sampled Beaduate Assistants.

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Highest Educational Qualification

Educational Qualification Frequency Per centage (%)
Bachelors Degree 12 1.4
Postgraduate Diploma 64 7.4
Masters Degree 158 18.3
M.Phil 42 4.9
Ph.D 588 68.1
Total 864 100.0
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Table 3 presents the distribution of respondentsetiycational qualification.
qualified. According to the result of the analystse least, 1.4% of the respondents had the tpamsification,
Bachelor's Degree while, majority, 68.1% of thepmsdents had Ph.D. Indeed, it is mandatory for yever

lecturer in Nigerian Universities to possess Ph.D.

Table4: Typesof SerialsManaged in Nigerian University Libraries

The lecturers samplesre

Yes No
Types Frequency Per centage Frequency Per centage
(%) (%)

Journal 12 100.0 0 0.0
Proceedings 12 100.0 0 0.0
Reports 11 91.7 1 8.3
Magazines 12 100.0 0 0.0
Newspapers 12 100.0 0 0.0

Table 4 shows the distribution of the types ofadsrin Nigerian university libraries. The resuibgss that the
entire twelve university libraries have journalspgeedings, magazines and newspapers in stockthéother
hand, 11 universities claimed to have annual repafiile one university does not. In fact, someversity
libraries place their reports in reference sectidhis implies that the university libraries havéfetent types of
serials in stock for research activities. The figdiconforms to that of Nwalo (2003) and Aina (200¢jo
reported that kinds of serials include journals,gamnes, newspapers, newsletters, accessoriesits,epo
proceedings and transactions of societies andolikerabstracts and indexes.

Table 5: Impact of Serials Management in the Library on Access and Use of Serials

Variable N Mean SD R PP Remark
Serials Management 864 | 88.77 27.68 | 0.112* 0.001 Significant
Access to Serials 864| 29.94 5.57

Serials Management 864 88.77 27.68 -0.031 0.359  Shimtificant
Use of Serials 864 | 60.63 11.51

e Significant at P<0.01

Table 5 reveals significant correlation betweenatermanagement in the library and access to sebsl
university lecturers (r = 0.112, P<0.01). In thésse, serials management had influence on accessiads. This
implies that good serials management practiceshén university libraries improve access to seriafsthe
university lecturers. Open access policy and sttiffude to users would aid access to serialsaritiraries. On
the other hand, the result also revealed a nomifiignt correlation between serials management usel of
serials by the university lecturers (r=-0.031; B4(Q. This implies that serials management in thvarsity
libraries had no influence on use of serials byuhwersity lecturers. The library could influenite lecturers
to use serials by providing adequate, relevantcaincent serials, facilities and services.

Table 6: Forms of serials accessed and used by lecturersin Nigerian Universities

Yes No
Forms Frequency Per centage Frequency Per centage
Print Serials 861 99.7 3 0.3
Microform Serials 153 17.7 711 82.3
Electronic serials 638 73.8 226 26.2

Table 6 presents the distribution of forms of denissed by lecturers in Nigerian universities. Tésult showed
that print and electronic serials were the majom of serials used by lecturers in Nigerian ursiters with
print serials being the more used. Majority, 82.8%decturers indicated that they did not use ofimm serials
probably due to their unpopularity in Nigeria. Fhinplies that percentage of those who used elgictserials
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was lesser than those who used print serials, magbe to paucity of Internet facilities in some thie

universities whereas more print serials were atltiposal of the lecturers.

Adubika (2007) reported that apart from the avdlilybof serials in paper and electronic formatsrials can

also assume the format of microforms. The findimg,the other hand, is contrary to results of Red2001)
and Dillon and Hahn (2002) researches conductetienUnited States of America where users of eleatro

serials were more than users of print serials.

Table 7: Sources of Serialsaccessed and used by Lecturersin Nigeria Universities

Sour ces Yes No

Frequency Per centage Frequency Per centage
University Libraries 842 97.5 22 2.5
Other Libraries 131 15.2 733 84.8
Personal Subscription 45 5.2 819 94.8
Colleagues 64 7.4 800 92.6
The Internet Outside the 639 74.0 225 26.0
Library

Table 7 reveals that the university libraries amal lnternet were the major sources of serials byddcturers in
Nigerian universities. The result shows that iswept only in the library that university lecturessurced for
serials used for research, they also used Intewtstde the university libraries. Few of the leetsrsourced for
serials through personal subscription while soméhe relied on their colleagues. The implicatidrthis is

that if the university library fails to meet thesearch needs of lecturers, they look elsewheraformation. A

study by Farrington (1997) claimed that using tharfal literature, the individual researcher hamsike trip to
the library to locate bound volumes of serials aonhg the article or articles desired. The findicwnforms

with a survey by Smith (2003) on the use of selisidecturers at the University of Georgia tha#®26f the

articles read were from print personal subscrifgid®b% from print library subscriptions, 10% frotearonic

personal subscriptions, 32% from electronic librswpscriptions and 4% from others resources.

Table 8: Publications output of lecturersin Federal Universities in Nigeria within a Five-year Period
(2007-2011)

Categories of  Publications Yes No

Output Frequency Per centage Frequency Percentage
Conference Proceedings 588 68.1 276 31.9
Chapters in books 660 76.4 204 23.6
Textbooks 660 76.4 204 23.6
Articles in Journals 672 77.8 192 22.2
Technical reports 738 85.4 126 14.6
Monographs 744 86.1 120 13.9

Table 8 shows the distribution on the categoriggutification output of lecturers in Nigerian unisiges within
five-year period (2007-2011). The result reportteat lecturers in Nigerian universities had pulilaras output
in six categories of publications. The result kised that Nigerian university lecturers had pudilans in
conference proceedings, chapters in books, texth@rkicles in journals, technical reports and ngraphs. The
implication of this is that lecturers in Nigerianiversities accessed to and used serials to catrgesearch. Use
of serials by lecturers in Nigerian universitiesl tilemendous impact on their publications outmudekd, every
university lecturer is mandated to publish becapablication output of every lecturer to a greateext
determines his or her promotion based on the paolicgublish or perish’. This suggests that if r@sd needs of
lecturers are met, their publications output wobkl improved. The report of the Visitation Commitiee
Uganda Public Universities (2007) cited in Owoeysl &yebade (2009) disclosed that one of the primary
functions of universities is to create and prodknewledge through research and to disseminate lauyel
through publications especially in peer-reviewedKksoand articles in scholarly journals. The findiisgin
congruence with Shastree (2000) study to know é#sellt of the research activities of lecturers athhécal
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University of Demark. He identified six categorief research publications, namely dissertationergdic
monographs, articles in journals with referee systether articles, proceedings from conferencerapdrts.

Table 9: Summary of Regression Model and ANOVA of Joint Contribution of Management, Access and
Use of Serialsto Publication Output of Lecturersin Federal Universitiesin Nigeria

Model Summary
M odel R R Square Adjusted Std. Error of the
R. Square Estimate
1 204 .042 0.38 7.45952

a. Predictors: (constant), Serials Managementegsto Serials, Use of Serials

ANOVAP
M odel Sum of Squares Df Mean Square | F Significant
1 Regression 2082.872 3 694.291 12.477 .00®
Residual 47854.266 860 55.644
Total 49937.138 863

a. Predictors: (constant), serials management, AcieSerials, use of serials.

b. Dependent Variable: Publications Output

Table 9 reveals that serials management, accessidouse of serials accounted for about 4% of thal to
variation in publication output of lecturers in Migan Universities. Nevertheless, the F-value$2f8 whose
probability close to 0% shows statistically thag¢ thverall model is significant. This means thagr¢hwas a
significant contribution of serials management,esscand use to publication output of the lectu(Er§. sso
=12.48, R = 204, R= 0.04). This indicates that lecturers in Nigeriamversities found serials indispensable to
research. Thus, increase in best serials managegmaatices, access to and use of adequate, relamdrturrent
serials would enhance publication output of leasine Nigerian universities.

Table 10: Summary of Regression M odel for Relative Contribution of M anagement,
Access and Use of Serialsto Publication Output of Lecturersin Federal Universitiesin Nigeria

Coefficients
Unstandar dised Standar dised
Coefficients Coefficients
M odel B Standard Beta T Significant
Error

1 (Constant) 17.147 2.070 8.285 .000
Access to Serials -.096 .046 -.071 -2.000 .036
Use of Serials -.026 .022 -.040 -1.193 .233
Serials Management .056 .009 194 5.787 .000

a. Dependent Variable: Publication Output

Table 10 shows that, access to serials had a isigmifnegative contribution to publication outpéiexturers in
Nigerian universities f=-0.07; t=-2.000; p<0.01). Thus, the result suggdbfit an increase in access to
inadequate, irrelevant and outdated serials by eusity lecturers could lead to significant decredse
publication output. The university lecturers woukk serials if they are easily accessible.
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On the other hand, serials management had a significontribution to publication output of lectigen
Nigerian universitiesf(= 0.194; t = 5.79; p<0.01). This suggests thatagiice to best serials management in
Nigerian university libraries would lead to increas lecturers’ publication output.

In the same vein, use of serials had in-significa@gative contribution to publication output of tlgers in
Nigerian universities f=-0.040; t=-1.19; p>0.01). Thus, the result suggdbkat an increase in the use of
irrelevant, outdated and inadequate serials caad to a significant decrease in publication output

University lecturers need serials as primary saurgk information to enhance their research actisitand
publication output. Inadequacy of and limited asdmsserials might affect their use. Lecturers camio a good
research without using adequate, relevant and riusegials.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The findings showed that the Nigerian universityrdries were equipped with serials, services, ifasl and
personnel to manage them but not adequate. Lesturdigerian universities had access to and as@dlable
print and electronic serials in the libraries bigoarelied on other sources and resources probdidy to
inadequacy of serials and facilities in the libeari Improper management of serials and paucitintefnet
facilities in the university libraries affected &ss to and use of serials by lecturers.

The result revealed that the lecturers had diffiecategories of publications to their credit assult of
access to and use of serials. A good serials mamagepractice in the university libraries improvasess to
and use of serials. The influence of serials mamageé on access and use as revealed by the results,
management on access (r=0.112; P<0.01) was signifiehile management on use (r=-0.031; P>0.01)neés
significant. All the independent variables (managatm access and use) when combined had significant
influence on the dependent variable (publicationtpat) (F § gs9 =12.48, R = 204, R= 0.04). The library
could influence lecturers to use serials by praxgdadequate, relevant and current serials as wethaking
them available and easily accessible.

Meanwhile, there is need for government to proxadequate fund for the universities so aset@lbe to
provide adequate, relevant, current serials, sesvand facilities in the libraries in order to boomnagement,
access to and use of serials as well as reseanhfgr lecturers to aid their research and putibosoutput.
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