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Abstract
Moral decadence among Nigerian youths and theafoparents and teachers is a search for the ronfsaand
teachers could play in reduction and eliminationnawdral decadence among youths. The study adopted a
descriptive survey design. The area of the studdbiakaliki the capital of Ebonyi State. The popigdatof the
study is 300 teachers selected out of 845 teadhdle area. Simple random sampling technique vgasl dior
selection of the teachers. Structured questionwea® used to collect data and mean used for dalgsis The
results revealed among others that parents antidesaare capable of remoulding and shaping of yomtboral
behaviour; hence their active participation in elcéer formation is required. Based on the findings,
recommendations were made to remedy the situation
Keywords: Moral decadence, Nigerian youths, Causes, Categdtiurbing strategy.

Introduction

Nigeria is indeed at the cross of history. As thartdry rolls irreversibly into the twenty first cemy,
one should, with deep sense of responsibility c¢fte our nation’s existence Nigeria is a countithvabout
eighty million people of diverse socio-ethnic andtaral background. Nigeria now is (57) fifty-seveears after
political independence yet a toddler in terms ofliziation and development. Nigeria is a nation @vdd with
both human and material resources; yet still unelgibped. One may ask what could be responsibl¢htor
backwardness of the nation. Studies have showrthibanajor problem of Nigeria is corruption in bédlv and
high places. Corruption is manifested in secondgahools in form of moral laxity or decadence. Catemlly,
Nigeria's moral values have degenerated to the dowbb. Immorality has taken a dangerous dimerisiaur
society today; no wonder the president MohammedaBideclared Nigeria a corrupt nation. Corrupt ficacis
more prevalent among the youths especially in sgamgnschool levels.

It is obvious that the state of Nigerian youthsénms of morality is hopeless and frustrating. Odeh
(2015) noted that the rate at which immoral behangcare practiced is overwhelming. Many young bayd
girls are roaming about looking for one crime oe thther they would commit. Majority of our youthsea
wayward, disobedient, disrespectful and ever raadgerail. Many of them are ready to kidnap, killraim
people in order to survive the hard economy. Mish@®07) observed that the youths are pushed by the
exploitative and uncarpeted socio-economic systérhe society. The young in the bid to resist aadoit
against the oppressive system results to myriaddesfant behaviours such as disobedience to cotedit
authority and as a result of that, they riot, vdizdaand even maim other students as a way of shsinwg their
feelings. Some even work as political thugs, téstsror bodyguards while females engage in prastiuand
other social vices.

Moral decadence is a social problem because ittaffee entire nation. No wonder every community is
making serious attempt to check its growth. lhuq@®05) observed that a society that does not chatkithe
growth of immoral practices would definitely end disaster. Moral decadence involves any act or\ieba
which violates the norms and codes of the soclety.an abnormality involving basic conflict withe society’s
value system. It could be better described as gneagive behaviour which defiles the establishddegain a
given society. Rogers (2003) viewed moral decadesagon-compliance through their parental upbriggpeer
or societal influence. Parents that involves iri-aatial behaviour stands chances of transferrirg sttitudes
to their children, some out of guilty conscience rdu have the moral power to instill discipline bherthey
practice indiscipline.

Most Nigerian youths engage in anti-social behavidue to the family upbringing, some are from
broken homes or defective homes that can rarelgfgathildren’s basic needs let alone parental clifb@.
Researches carried out by Njoku (2015) have prowvanfamily instability is a major cause of moracddence
among Nigerian youths. For instance if parentsifaiheir responsibility to show affection, guidenand proper
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discipline, the children are likely to derail mdyalit implies that indiscipline should be tackleg the family.
When parents over look ill acts of their childréarhame or they are incapable of inflicting suitaplenishment
whenever the children err, it is then an inevitdakd that they would grow wilder.

Low moral standard and hypocrisy of the elder gatiem gives room for the youths to get themselves
involved in moral decadence when youths find oat the older generation is somewhat hypocritiqalthiat
they pretend to inculcate set of moral norms bgbrausly pursues the opposites (Saheed, 2013). rAsudt,
they tend to join in the camouflage way of life.

Far from the family, the school also plays a ma@e in moral upbringing of a child. School is mean
to be a training ground for children but in mostesthe reverse is the case. Teachers who aresagpfmbe the
trainers, directors, guardians and character mosildee already morally corrupt. According to Sn(2901)
some of them exhibit some sort of anti-social bé&hag, children who sees their teachers as roleefsod
upholds every behaviour of the teacher as ideals @grees with Standstorm (2006) who said that her
children are not properly taught how to spend thegure hours profitably, the children are prooertisuse it.
This calls for the need of recreational facilitisd activities which can occupy children’s timethat they
would not be bored as well as pushed to exploriergsathat may hurt the society. The above backgrposes a
challenge on the role of the parents and the teadheraising balanced individuals that would beatde of
future democratic continuity.

Statement of the Problem

Issues of moral development or training of childheis been a challenge to the nation. The intefest o
the researcher however is on the level of morahdecce among the growing youths of Nigeria. The odit
immoral practices observable in Nigerian secondatyools is at an alarming rate. Behaviours randiom
robbery, smoking, maiming, gross disobedience twakrules, truancy, sexual harassment to gangssérno
mention a few are prevalent among the students.€fieets of unwanted behaviours have been felt dth b
parents/guardians, school authorities and evesdbrety at large. Most of the above listed behagdave led
to teenage pregnancy/abortion, suicide, early iegetiimprisonment in the remind homes, madnessotrat
social vices. It is against this background that tbsearcher felt the need to study how parentsteaxhers
could help in curbing moral decadence among secgndaehool youths as a step towards sustainable
development in Nigeria.

Research Questions
The following questions guided the study:
1. What are the causes of moral decadence among aliggouths?
2. In what ways do the youths manifest moral decadence
3. How could parents and teachers help in curbing himeadence among Nigerian youths?

M ethodology

The study adopted descriptive surveygtesihich aimed at investigating the roles parents ®achers
could play in curbing moral decadence among theéhguBchools in Abakaliki Ebonyi State are the arethe
study. The population is estimated at 845 teacpetten from the 47 secondary schools in the urlvaa.al'he
target population is 300 teachers selected thraigiple random sampling techniques. Structuredomesp
questionnaire was used to collected data. Mearused to analyze data and criterion mean of 2.50used for
interpretation of mean. Mean score from 2.50 armavalwas interpreted as agreed while mean scordHass
2.50 was interpreted as disagreed.

Data Presentation
Table 1: Mean Response Scor es on Causes of M oral Decadence among Nigerian Y ouths (n = 300)

SN Items X Remark
1. Poor parental upbringing 3.8 Agreed
2. Lack of affection and care 2.8 Agreed
3. Quest for materialism 3.5 Agreed
4. Teachers’ teaching behaviour 2.7 Agreed
5. Peer influence 2.5 Agreed
6. Home videos and media records 2.8 Agreed
7. Societal influence 3.6 Agreed
8. Carefree attitude of parents 3.5 Agreed
9. Decline in religious training 2.8 Agreed
10. Poor economy and political instability 3.2 Agd

Grand Mean 3.12 Agreed
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The above table scores a grand mean of 3.12 vibhiabove the criterion mean of 2.5. This shows that
respondents agreed that the above listed itempamsble causes of moral decadence among Nigeoathy.
The grand mean of 3.12 shows significant leveloazkeatance

Table 2: Mean Response Scoreson Various Ways Nigerian Y ouths M anifest M oral Decadence (no = 300)

SN Items X Remark
11. Gross disobedient to constituted authorities .0 4 Agreed
12. Sexual misconduct 3.0 Agreed
13. Involving in clandestine activities 3.8 Agtee
14. Maiming of fellow students/vandalization of sohproperty 2.5 Agreed
15. Robbery/stealing 3.2 Agreed
16. Examination malpractice 35 Agreed
17. Humiliating the teachers and principals 3.8 refegl
18. Indecent dressing 4.0 Agreed
19. Truancy 3.8 Agreed
20. Drug abuse 2.7 Agreed

Grand Mean 3.43 Agreed

Table 2 above on various ways Nigerian youths meahifnoral decadence as listed in items 11-20 falls
within the real limit of agreed. The table scoregrand mean of 3.43 which shows that respondemezdghat
students indulges in the above listed immoral d&sgce the grand mean of 3.43 is very significant.

Table 3: Mean Response Scores on Ways Parents and Schools could Assist in Curbing Moral Decadence
among Nigerian Youths (no = 300)

SN Items X Remark
21. School can enhance youth’s moral through the of religious 2.5 Agreed
curriculum content
22. Through stimulating students interest in pesithinking 2.8 Agreed
23. Through proper disciplining of unacceptabledvédurs 3.5 Agreed
24, Through exercising right power and authoritgmothe directions and 3.5 Agreed
guidance of youths
25. Through packaging himself well as a role made¢he students 2.9 Agreed
26. Encouraging and rewarding good moral behaviours 3.5 Agreed
27. Indoctrinating and inculcating the right condugmong the students 2.8 Agreed
28. Through being honest and kind to those undsr tdare 3.1 Agreed
29. Giving the students a sense of belonging 25 greéd
30. Maintaining openness and a friendly atmosphere 3.2 Agreed
31. Being ready to play the seven key roles gotwheher 3.5 Agreed
32. Giving a listening ear and being accommodative 2.5 Agreed
33. Showing tolerance and love 3.5 Agreed
34. Making every moment and activities a periodlesrning through 3.0 Agreed
interaction
35. Through structuring the learning situationfaoral training 2.8 Agreed
36. Proper supervision and guidance of recreatipaabds 2.8 Agreed
37. Exploiting all the available awareness and eagnes to moral 3.5 Agreed
training
38. Adopting authoritarian parenting style 3.5 réep
39. Parents, care givers and teachers living pedife style 3.1 Agreed
40. Through showing respect and care 3.8 Agreed
Grand Mean 3.11 Agreed

Table 3 above on the role of parents and schocliibing moral decadence scored a grand mean of
3.11 which is higher than the criterion mean of Zis shows that respondents agree that the iietad above
are ways parents and school could help in curbiogphdecadence among Nigerian youths.

Findings of the Study
The following findings were made:
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1. The study revealed poor parental upbringing, ldckfiection and care, quest for materialism, teashe
teaching behaviour, peer influence, societal influee poor economy, political instability and drug
abuse as the causes of moral decadence amongavigeriths.

2. And those Nigerian youths in the secondary schaalsifest moral decay in the following ways: sexual
harassment, robbery, truancy, maiming of fellovdstis, clandestine activities, and gross
disobedience to authorities, disrespects, exansimatialpractices and drug abuse.

3. The study also revealed how parents and teachals kelp in curbing moral decadence among
Nigerian youths.

Discussion

It was observed from the findings of table 1 thany factors are responsible for moral decadence
among Nigerian youths. The factors ranges from paoental upbringing, lack of affection and carges} for
materialism, teachers behaviours, decline in religitraining, poor economy and peer influence tatioe but a
few. The finding is in agreement with Oladipo (2D®8at home training is a major factor in moral &ebur
formation. For instance, children learn from thparents, caregiver, peers and home videos at h8mef
parents are firm in correcting, directing and gogditheir children, they would only learn those tsrntheir
parents approve of. The above finding goes furthhehowcase the role of parents and care givarmiterating
and shaping young one’s behaviour.

This finding could be supported by the study afgBr (2003) who said that development of moral
behaviour is a product of good parental rearingg,ceducation and training. In this way parentse ¢avers and
teachers are majorly accused about children’s imahimhaviour.

The finding of Table 2 revealed that there are yrfanms of moral decadence among secondary school
youths. The factors ranges from clandestine a@s/itmaiming of fellow students, vandalization chasol
property, robbery/stealing, examination malpractigeoss disobedient to authorties, dishonesty, exual
misconduct to mention but a few. The findings agnéth Odeh (2013) who said that most secondary @cho
students are involved in cultism, sexual and drbgsas of all kinds. The finding is captivating hesa it
showcased various ways youths manifest moral decadi@ schools in Ebonyi State. These behaviowat
prevalent only in Ebonyi, rather it could be getieesl because it is also withessed in other statdsgeria.

The study further revealed various strategies aysaby which parents and teachers could curb moral
decadence among the youth in the state. This findirin support of Saheed (2013) that parents aadhers
being the major instrument of training could gmagd way in shaping and re-shaping youths morditwever,
Odeh (2013) emphasizes the role of parents in ctearformation of the youth. Odeh intones that pershould
be proactive in ensuring that the type of relatjmstheir children keep are good because it exgotsit
influence on the behaviour of the child. Thus,gpés and teachers are encouraged to exercise o fn
instilling discipline both at home and in the schas a means of checkmating children’s excesseasrdéf
becomes their permanent way of life.

Finally, the authority nature bestowed on the p&rés enough to compel children to obey and behave
well. In this same vein teachers are endowered mvihal power to train and shape behaviour whichésmajor
aim of education. It is therefore expected thabath could put hands on deck, Nigerian youths wdudd
salvaged morally.

Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the followwmgre recommended.

1. Adequate teaching of moral instruction should belessized.

2. There should be good orientation and re-orientgtimgrammes for students on the danger of immoral
behaviour.

3. Parents should devote more time in observatiomection and instilling discipline appropriately as
way of shaping and reshaping behaviours of childtemome.

4. There should be adequate counselling service tougage students to have faith in God and work hard
to face every challenges of life.

5. Both parents and teachers should as a mattertdifa@mut what they teach their children. This is
because if they grow amidst unfairness, vulgadhgating and lying and they are taught moral
behaviours at school, they cannot see its releviamissues of life.

Conclusion

The study identified causes of moral decadenceiowsirtypes and ways youths manifest moral
decadence as well as how parents and teacherd effidd go a long way in reshaping behaviour ef youths.
The causes are highlighted in the following subdieg parental, societal, peer, and the teachafkidnces.
However, teachers and parents were presented as oaajses of moral decay among secondary schothgiou
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hence, the study highlighted ways teachers andnfseuld enhance good morals and reduce or eligina
immorality among school youths. It is concludedt tifideachers and parents put in more effort irddrassing
the ugly trend, Nigeria in no distant time woulel ¢orruption free.
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