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Abstract

This study was a comparative investigation intortheire of difficulties in learning English by teecondary
school students of Provincial and Federal governnsehools in N.W.F.P (Khyber Pukhtunkhwa). The
objectives of the study were (1)To find out theglleof difficulties of secondary school student$odvincial

and Federal government schools of N.W.F.P (Khyhé&hRinkhwa) in tenses, active and passives voices,
direct and indirect narrations, conjunctions, pe{ans, articles, construction of sentences aadirgy with
comprehension and (2)To compare the level of diffies in learning English as a second language at
secondary level of Provincial and Federal goverrtnsghools in N.W.F.P (Khyber Pukhtunkhwa). The
sample of the study was comprised of 654 randorelgcted students from twenty four Provincial
government schools and twenty two Federal goverhswools located in twenty four districts of N.V\RF
(Khyber Pukhtunkhwa). An English language achievartest for secondary classes was administerdteto t
sample students of the study. The data obtained tabulated and analyzed through SPSS 17.0 software
compute mean, standard deviation, t-value and pev@ignificance) level. The main findings of thedy
were; the students of Provincial government schéated more difficulties in learning of verb forms,
narration, conjunctions, prepositions, articlemiteece arrangements and reading comprehension. The
students of both types of schools systems facee sliffficulties in learning voices.

Key words: Nature of Difficulties, Tenses, Voices, Narratio@®njunctions, Prepositions, Articles.

1. Introduction

The modern world is a global village and the comitiem of the world are getting closer to each ather
Through language different people and communitieses their ideas and concepts. As Lyytinen (1985)
pointed out, “man uses language to express feefingsattitudes and to establish, coordinate, amtralo
relationship with others”.

In the result of these interactions the majorityhe nations of the world are becoming bilingued. Smith
(1994) pointed, “The majority of the people in thlykobe can call themselves speaker of at least two
languages”. According to Brown (2000) becomingrgjlial is a way of life. Every bone and fiber of you
being is affected in some way as you struggle ashidbeyond the confines of your first language iatma
new language, a new culture, a new way of thinkiegling, and acting.

In the context of present day situation, it is idifft for a nation to live in isolation, divorcedofn the
humanity as no country can afford to rely on itengstic store of knowledge alone.
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As Mueen (1992) argued that “English meets thedeptactical value. It is the language of the darl all
fields of the arts, hard science, humanities amihsacience. International trade, commerce antbdipcy
are conducted in English.” Due to its importancerasrnational language, English has got a privteg
position as a second compulsory language in PakiEiaglish is taught as a compulsory subject d¢ifit
levels mostly from class | to B.A/B.Sc.

According to the National Curriculum for Englism@uage, Grade I-XIl, (Government of Pakistan,
2006), English is the language of international samication, higher learning and better career ogtio

It should therefore reach the masses so that feene discrimination among the rich and poor in
Pakistan in term of opportunities for personal f@ssional and economic development.

In the teaching of modern languages, the linguéstisl with learner’'s errors with curiosity. To
Corder (1967), “the application of linguistic andyphological theories to the study of language
learning added a new dimension to the discussi@mrofs.”

Learning a language is a difficult task and childreake mistakes while learning a language. To
Maicusi (2000), “Making errors is the natural thimgthe world and it is evidently attached to
human beings...... it is necessary part of learningtaadher should use the errors with the view of
having better result in the classroom”. This intiksathat second language teacher should be
experience and enough qualified to use the leamerors for learning process.

Moreover, teaching of English is an extra ordinawynplex task. All who know English cannot teactvét|
so it is imperative for the teachers of Englisimiprove the teaching by knowing the learning diffties and
factors affecting the learning of the students imglish on the basis of errors done by them. As \é¢ink
(2008) pointed out “Mistakes tells us more abouatdhildren understand about language than thecorr
things that they say.

This study was a comparative investigation intoriagure of difficulties and factors affecting the
learning of English by the secondary school stuglefiProvincial and Federal Government Schools

in N.W.F.P (Khyber Pukhtunkhwa).The difficultiestbf students in such matters as tenses, active

and passives voices, direct and indirect narratiomgjunctions, prepositions, articles, arrangement

of sentences and reading with comprehension weeatifted and the comparison of these
difficulties were made.

Much of the research conducted regarding secorglitage learning of acquisition focused on adult sdco
language (Gass, 2001). Ramiraz, (1992) and Worgniié (1991) pointed out that the researchers whko a
interested in school students of English learnaallg focus on the elementary grades students.

The area regarding the second language learnisgdéondary school has been ignored. This study will
provide a base for the research in teaching Englésa second language in secondary level in Pakista

2. Objectives of the Study

Following were the objectives of the study:

e Tofind out the level of difficulties of secondasghool students of Provincial and Federal
government schools of N.\W.F.P (Khyber Pukhtunkhwagnses, active and passives voices, direct
and indirect narrations, conjunctions, prepositjgsicles, construction of sentences and reading
with comprehension;

« To compare the level of difficulties in learningdtish at secondary level of Provincial and Federal
government schools in N.W.F.P (Khyber Pukhtunkhwa)

3. Research Methodology

The population of the study was comprised of al ¢thass X students and English teachers of twenty f
Provincial Government schools and twenty two Fddeovernment Schools located in twenty four dissric
of N\W.F.P (Khyber Pukhtunkhwa).
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The sample of the study was representative of dRghvincial government Schools and eight Federal
government schools of district Abbottabad, Harig(what, Mansehra, Malakand, Mardan, Noshehra and
Peshawar comprising of 654 randomly selected stad#rclass X.

4. Resear ch I nstrument

English language Achievement test was developetthdyesearcher in accordance with the objectifes o
teaching English as a second language and Englisticdum for secondary classes to find out the
difficulties in learning English by the secondamhgol students of provincial and Federal government
schools in N.W.F.P (Khyber Pukhtunkhwa)

The test was comprised of Eighty eight items digideo eight sections to test different aspectEmglish
language such as tenses, active and passives wilges and indirect narrations, conjunctions postions,
articles, arrangement of sentences and readingoeitiprehension.

The preliminary test was first judged by a teanexjerts (judges) from Foundation University Colexd
Liberal Arts and Sciences Rawalpindi and some égpeed English teacher of secondary level of N.¥/.F.
(Khyber Pakhtunkhwa).

Pilot testing of the study was carried out to vati@the instrument.

In order to collect data from the respondents thhothe final instrument the researcher visitedst@ple
schools personally. The final test was personalipiaistered to the sample of 654 students witthtp of
research assistant for data collection.

Through systematic quantitative description ofdhewer books, the errors was identified, counted in
frequencies and classified under the categoriesrofs in tenses, active and passives voices,tdiret
indirect narrations, conjunctions, prepositionsicrs, construction of sentences and reading with
comprehension.

The data obtained were tabulated and analyzedrnpete Mean, Standard deviation, t-value and p-value
(significance) levelThe data collected were analyzed through SPSS sbft@/are. t-test was applied to
measure the significance of difference betweenrtbans of both types of school systems. Significavese
seen at .01 levels

5. Discussion

This study was conducted to examine the naturdfafudties and factors affecting the learning afdtish by

the secondary school students of Provincial andefe¢édyovernment schools in N.W.F.P(Khyber
Pukhtunkhwa). The main findings of the study wehe students of provincial government schools faced
more difficulties in learning of verb forms, naioat, conjunctions, prepositions, articles, sentence
arrangements and reading comprehension. Thetmiggsevidence from the findings of the study et
students of Provincial government schools face nuiifeculties as compare to the students of Federal
government schools in learning of English.

The findings of the study that students of Proxahgbvernment school committed more errors as coertpa
Federal government schools in the leaning of tems®s active and passive voices, these findings was
supported by Khansir (2008). His study on the systé error in English by Indian undergraduate shis
revealed that “out of 1678 errors made in the dsmentences, 648 (39%) were observed in tensed &hd
(28%) were observed in voices.” The finding of sfiedy regarding verb error was also supported peRim
(2007). Her findings show that errors of verb witresecond highest category of errors committechatyic
students. Her findings revealed that out of 792rer11 (14 %) were observed in verbs. She expthats
English verb is a learning difficulty for all stuats at secondary level in Pakistan.

The finding of the study that students of Provihgiavernment school committed more errors as coanfwar
the students of Federal government schools indaeihg of prepositions was supported by Li (20683.
study on the collocational errors types in ESL/Efellege learner’s writing revealed that most pgtats
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had difficulty in preposition and lack collocatidr@mmpetence in using preposition. This finding vadso
supported by Cele (2001). She observed that navenspteakers of English tend to have three typesrofs
with prepositions: choosing the wrong prepositiomitting a needed preposition and using an extra
preposition where one is not needed. However, orf@07) observed that “The overall students’
performance in the use of preposition was rateddgand this indicate students good knowledge of
prepositional rules.

The finding of the study that students of Provéthgiovernment school committed more errors as coerfpa
Federal government schools in the leaning of atighs supported by Bryant (1984). He observed that
“errors of articles were frequently encounteredeesly among Asian and Slavic students”. This ifirgd
was also supported by Kimizuka (1967). He obsethatlarticle usage is one of the greatest probfentse
Japanese learner is vividly revealed in the higljdiency of mistakes, the highest of all the stmatitems.

The finding of the study that the students of Fablgovernment schools committed less error and sdow
significantly better performance than the studeasit®rovincial government schools in comprehens®n i
because the prevailing examination system tendsesbd mostly students memory rather than their
comprehension of topic. This finding was suppotigdarim (2006). She observed that only 16% stuslent
responded that their comprehension of the topasgessed frequently, 34% responded not frequemdy a
50% responded that it is not assessed.

The researches conducted on the learning diffesiltf students by Westwood (2006), Farkota (2005),
Kershner (2000), reported that learning difficudtiE the students are not due the lack of innatmgnitive
abilities, perceptual impairment, and learning by, deficiencies in memory or poor motivatiohhe
learning difficulties of students are directly fiele to the nature of curriculum or methods of téagh

The findings of the present study indicate that¢heent scene regarding English language teading
secondary classes call for special measure tokdeatdhere are a numbers of problems in Englispdage
teaching, particularly in government schools of NAWR. (Khyber Pukhtunkhwa).

These problems of English language teaching exise sSndependence. These problems create hindeamce
difficulties in learning of English at the schoel/kl.

The findings of this study indicate that the coiaditof learning English at secondary level in N.VP.F
(Khyber Pukhtunkhwa) is worse and there is a needitress these problems on priority bases eslyeaial
the Provincial government schools of N.W.F.FKhyber Pukhtunkhwa).

6. Conclusions

In the light of the statistical analysis and finglnof the study, the following conclusions werewdra

It was concluded that the students of Federal gowent schools showed significantly better perforoean
than the students of Provincial government schimdisarning English at secondary level.

It was concluded that the students of Federal gowent schools committed less error and showed
significantly better performance than the studefif8rovincial government schools in tenses, niamaf
conjunctions, prepositions, articles and compreiloans

7. Recommendations

In the light of the findings and conclusions of 8tedy, the following recommendations are made:
e Tenses, active and passives voices, direct ancectdiarrations, conjunctions, prepositions,
articles, construction of sentences and readinly edgtnprehension should be taught systematically
to the students of provincial government schools.
¢ The teacher should improve their teaching technimupreparing systematic material.
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* The learning of Tenses, active and passives vailies;t and indirect narrations, conjunctions,
prepositions, articles, construction of sentencesraading with comprehension should be
sufficiently re-inforced.

e The English teachers may provide maximum time ¢éostiudents for teaching of grammar
particularly to verb forms, Active and passive &sicdirect and indirect narrations, conjunctions,
prepositions, articles, sentence arrangement auting comprehension.

«  The ministry of education should arrange in-sertiaaing and refresher courses regularly for
English teachers.
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Table 1. The overall English language achievemehtthe boys of Federal and Provincial government

schools.
Variable F.G P.G
t p
N=306 =348
M SD M SD

English language 32.75 9.66 26.84 9.99 7.66 009
achievement test
Tenses 11.41 5.11 13.34 5.02 5.
.000*
Voices 39 1.56 3.95 1.33 2.2¢
.022**
Narrations 2.57 0.97 2.93 1.04 9.
.000*
Conjunctions 4.28 2.03 5.12 1.99 5.
.000*
Prepositions 1.75 1.39 2.22 1.45 u.
.000*
Articles 1.10 1.21 1.85 1.23 7.8
.000*
Sentences 0.97 1.00 1.61 1.75 625.
.000*
arrangements
Comprédiension 1.47 1.19 2.14 1.26 6.¢
.000*

*P<. 01 df = 652

**p> 01

Table reflects the numbers of students of Fedamdl Rrovincial government Schools are 306 and 348
respectively. The table shows the mean and stamiésidtion of the students of Federal Governmembais
on the measure of English language achievementéestes, active and passives voices, direct atickot
narrations, conjunctions, prepositions, articlesgarmgement of sentences and reading with comprarens
The table also shows t and p value of both groups.

The table shows that the students of Federal gawemh schools committed less error and showed

significantly better performance than the stud@it®rovincial government schools in tenses, namati

conjunctions, prepositions, articles and compreioangiowever, both type of school system showedesam
performance in voices.
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