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Abstract

This concept focused on the syllable structure of Oromo (Harar dialect) based on moraic theory. Based on this
concerned idea, it has attempted to describe the syllable types that occur in Harar Oromo. These are CV, CVC,
CVYV, and CVVC syllables. Therefore, based on the notion of the moraic theory, the language assigned CV and
CVC syllables as light, whereas CVV and CVVC syllables as heavy. In connection with light and heavy syllables,
it has revealed that mono-moraic syllable as light, while bi-moraic and tri-moraic syllables as heavy in Oromo
(Harar dialect). In these types of syllables, in addition to vowels (short and long), consonant geminates and clusters
bear only one mora in word-medial position. In Harar Oromo, word-initial and final consonant gemination and
cluster are not allowed. In the language, each word has initial consonant in underlying representation. However,
in surface representation onset-less words are presented due to the deletion of the voiceless glottal plosive sound
/? /. Due to this fact, some words begin with the vowel /i/, /e/, /u/, /o/and /a/ in the language. However, because of
the derivation of surface structure from the underlying representation, onset consonants are obligatory constituents.
Keywords: Phonology, Syllable Structure, Moraic theory, Harar Oromo, light and heavy syllables, and gemination
and cluster.
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Introduction

The people call themselves Oromo and are the major linguistic group in Ethiopia. They live over a large area
“stretching from close to the Sudan border in the West, through Addis Ababa, and beyond Harar in the East, from
Northern Kenya in the south, up East of the rift valley, and to Wallo in the north” (Gragg 1982: xiii). According
to the 2007 population and housing census of Ethiopia, the population size of Oromo is 27,158,471 (37.7%) out
of the 73,918,505 total population of Ethiopia.

The primary economic activities of the people are agriculture and animal husbandry. Agriculture includes the
production of coffee, grain, spice, vegetable and so forth. Mining, tourism, medium and small-scale industries etc
are also par of the economy (h#tp.//en.Oromia.org/). The Ethiopian Oromo practice three different religions. These
are Waagqgqefata (the traditional belief in Waaga or God), Islam, and Christianity.

Gragg (1976:173) identifies three dialects of the Oromo language. They are those of western group (including
Wellegga), eastern group (especially Harar) and southern group (e.g. Borana). The present study is focuses on
Harar Oromo which is spoken in eastern Ethiopia.

Oromo, a widely spoken language in Ethiopia, is also the major language in the horn of Africa. The language
is spoken predominantly in Ethiopia, but also in Kenya and Somalia. Oromo has different official functions in the
Oromiya regional state and in Oromiya zone of the Amhara region. It is a regional official language, a medium of
instruction in primary schools and in teacher training institutions (colleges). It is also a field of study in different
higher educational institutions such as Addis Ababa University, Jimma University, and Haramaya University etc.
Furthermore, it serves as a language of the court, religion, and mass media.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
The Syllable in Generative Phonology
In the early development of generative phonology phonological representation used to consider as consisting only
linear strings of segments with no hierarchical structure unlike, the syntactic phrasal structure. In the Sound Pattern
of English of Chomsky and Halle (1968) syllable structure had no role in the phonological organization. Regarding
this, Anderson (1985:347) comments that, the syllable structure in the early generative phonology consisted of
linear strings of segments with no hierarchical organization.
Developments in phonological theories motivated renewed interest in the syllable. Clements and Keyser
(1983) generalize the factors that cause innovation in the following terms.
In our view, innovations in scientific theories involve two factors. The first is the identification of
serious empirical inadequacies in the current research paradigm. The second is the perhaps
independent development of new models which offer the possibility of treating well-known
problems from a new perspective. (1983:1)
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The Syllable and Syllable Structure
Definition of Syllable
Katamba (1989:153) defines the syllable as: “It is the unit in terms of which phonological systems are organized.
It is a purely phonological entity.”

According to Hyman (1989:188), there are three basic questions that should be addressed with respect to the
syllable.

1) How does one define the syllable?

2) How does one determine the syllable boundaries?

3) Isthe syllable a necessary concept?

According to Blevins (1996:207) “The syllable...is the phonological unit which organizes segmental
melodies in terms of sonority.”

This means, the syllable is a phonological structure consisting of such parts as nucleus and, if any, onset and
coda as well as suprasegmental features.

Internal Structure of the Syllable
The internal structure of the syllable has been the most debatable notion in the phonological theory. For instance,
one may look at: Hyman (1985), Hayes (1989), Clements and Keyser (1983), and Blevins (1996).
Regarding the syllable internal structure, phonologists proposed several models. For instance, Blevins
(1996:212) has listed the following five models of representing syllable structure.
L. Flat Structure: Does not have sub constitution but the segments themselves.

(1) c VvV C

t a t
II.  Moraic Approach: c—»Cpu(n)C
(2) G
nu
t a t

1. Binary Branching with Body: 0 — Body Coda; Body —® Onset Nucleus

(3) o
Body /C>

7\

[Onset] [Nucleus]

t a
Iv. Binary Branching with Rime: c— Onset Rime; Rime— Nucleus Coda



Joumnal of Literature, Languages and Linguistics www.iiste.org
ISSN 2422-8435  An International Peer-reviewed Journal iy
Vol.71,2020 IStE

@ c

yine

[Nucleus] [Coda]

a t
V. Ternary Branching : ¢ — Onset Nucleus Coda
) c

[Onset] [Nucleus] [Coda]

/ | |
t a t
Of the above five syllable-internal structure models, the present research is based on the moraic model to

determine the basic syllable structures of Harar Oromo.

Function of Syllable Structure
Kenstowicz (1994:250) forwards some justifications concerning the roles of syllable structure:
Phonological rules are often more simply and insightfully expressed if they explicitly refer to the
syllable, several phonological processes are best interpreted as methods to ensure that the strings of
phonological elements are parsable into syllable and the syllable is a natural domain for the
statement of many phonotactic constraints.
In addition to Kenstowicz’s (1994) justifications, Fudge (2001:25) pointes out the function of syllable by
saying that the syllable is very important to provide a basis for prosodic distinctive features and to account for
constraints on possible phoneme sequences.

The Moraic Theory of Syllable Structure
Mora is a term traditionally used refer to a minimal unit of metrical time or weight. It is now used as a separate
level of phonological representation in some non-linear models of phonology (Crystal 1997:248).

In the moraic theory the only element principal between the syllable node and segmental node is called Mora.
The Moraic approach of the syllable was first formalized in Hyman (1985) and further developed in Hayes (1989).
In the Moraic approach, the syllable may contain one or more moras (p).

Hayes (1989:254) states that generally languages treat syllables with long vowels or that are closed as heavy;
whereas they consider syllables with short vowels and those that are open as light. This means, a heavy syllable
contains two or more moras (pp) while a light syllable consists of one mora ().

In addition to the above representation, Hayes (1989:254) proposes in his article, depending on the notion of
heavy and light syllable, the moraic model in the following ways:

6)a) o b) o 9 o
n L1} Lop

cC WV cC VcC cC Vv

(cV) (CVC(C) (CVV)

According to (a) above, a short vowel follows a consonant constituting an open syllable which is in terms of
weight a light syllable. In (b), the syllable has a coda and is thus a closed syllable. However, the coda if followed
by another consonant which makes the syllable heavy. In the case of (¢), which contains a long vowel, the syllable
is heavy.
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A consonant preceding a vowel which acts as nucleus is the onset of the syllable. Onset consonants are attached
directly to the syllable node. An onset consonant does not play a role in mora- bearing. This means, onset
consonants can not be a factor in determining whether a syllable is heavy or light (Hayes (1989:254).

™)

a) o b) o
L Ly
t a t a:

In bold (a) and (b), the first consonant /t/ is the onset.

Nucleus

The nucleus, in terms of sonority, is the peak of the syllable which is usually a vowel. In the moraic theory the
nucleus is replaced by mora. In general, there are three models representing the syllable. These are the CV-tier
model, the X-tier model and the Moraic model. The moraic representation is a better way of representing the
syllable weight (Mulugeta 2001:7).

(8)
a) CV-tier model b) X-tier model ¢) Moraic model
G G o}
C/V\ T/\T L
l‘ a| t a t a
Coda

A consonant after the nucleus (vowel) in a syllable is called coda. A coda consonant can be a mora- bearing unit
according to the rule of Weight-by—Position. Hayes (1989:258) indicates that in some languages coda consonants
may not be mora- bearing. Because those languages may not apply the rule of Weight-by—Position. The following
an example of a language which applies the Weight-by—Position rule.

Hayes (1989:258)
o
L — p pt where o dominates only p

|

The following example illustrates that the onset consonant does not bear mora whereas the coda consonant does
since with the assumption that it is followed by another consonant. This exemplifies the Weight—-by—Position rule.
Example: Hayes (1989:254)

(9) G

The Rhyme
The rhyme is what the nucleus and the coda together constitute in a syllable. The rhyme has no place in the moraic
approach since the coda under the rhyme could or could not carry mora.
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As defined in 1.8.1.2, mora is a unit of sound used in phonology that determines syllable weight. Two moras define
a heavy syllable while one mora is termed as light syllable.
The following are general assumptions about mora:
e  An onset consonant does not bear a mora.
e The syllable nucleus is assigned one mora in the case of short vowel and long vowels assigned
two morae
e Coda consonants are assigned a mora if the coda consonant is followed by another consonant in
terms of a geminate or a cluster according to the Weight — by — Position rule.
To sum up, depending on a number of moras in the syllable structure, a mono- moraic syllable is light syllable
while bi-moraic syllable is heavy syllable.

Methodology of the Study
The major tool for data gathering is field work. The data were collected, transcribed and analyzed. They were
obtained from three sources:

e The researcher, as a native speaker of the language, used his competence in the study;

e Native speakers of the language were also interviewed.

e  Works of various scholars on Oromo have been consulted.

Syllable Structure in Harar Oromo

In this chapter, first, the basic syllable types of Harar Oromo are presented. Then, the syllable template is discussed.
Under this topic, the syllabification and the syllable internal structure of open and closed type syllables are
presented. Then, the syllable structures are analyzed based on the moraic approach. Under the moraic analysis
mono-moraic, bi-moraic and tri-moraic syllable types are presented. Finally, the syllable structures of nouns,
adjectives and verbs are presented.

Basic Syllable Types in Harar Oromo
Regarding the syllable types of Oromo, my presentation is similar to Gragg (1976), Wako (1981), Habte (2003),
Binyam (1988) and Owens (1985).
1- CV
a- /ga.na.ma/ ‘mornig’
CV.CV.CV
b- /la.fa/ ‘earth/ land’
CV.CV
c- /nma.ga.ja/ ‘peace’
CV.CV.CV
2- CVV
a- /me:.[a:/ ‘material’
CVV.CVV
b- /ho: la: / ‘sheep’
CVV.CVV
c- /ba:.ti: / ‘month’
CVV.CV
3- CVC
a- /tak.ka/ ‘one’ (f.)
CVC.CV
b- /san.ga: / ‘bull/ox’
CVC.CV
c- /gar.ga:r.sa/ ‘help’
CVC.CVVC.CV
4- CVVC
a- /?0b.bo:.le:t.ti:/ ‘sister’
CVC.CV.CVVC.CV
b- /sad.de:t/ ‘eight’
CVC.CVVC
Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

Syllabification in Harar Oromo
Syllabification is a process of assigning segments in a word to units of syllable length. Each language has its own
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syllable structure. The following are three steps by which words are segmented into syllables.
Step 1- Assign vowel to syllable nucleus

(0 G G G
'| |

R R R
L
N N N

du kka na

/dukkana/ ‘darkness’
Step 2- Maximize initial consonant as Onset (extend directly to onset)

) c o c
(0] I\|T [e] I“J O 1\|I

d vk k a m a

/dukkana/ ‘darkness”
Step 3- Associate the remaining consonants to codas

3) G G c
A A
O N C O N o N
d uk k a n a
/dukkana/ ‘darkness’ Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

The Syllable Template of Oromo

With regard the syllable-internal structure of Oromo, there seems to be a discrepancy in approach between some
researchers. For instance, according to Wako (1981:37) onset is an obligatory constituent in the syllable structure
while, Beniyam (1988:18) indicates that onset and coda are optional constituents except the nucleus. However,
following Wako (1981), I support and argue that an onset is an obligatory constituent. As pointed out earlier, the
reason why a syllable appears to be beginning with a vowel is due to the fact that an underlying onset glottal
plosive gets deleted in the surface representation. This means, word initial cluster is impermissible in Oromo.
Similarly, only one consonant element occurs as a coda. To generalize, both an onset and a nucleus are obligatory
while a coda consonant is optional.

Based on the above description, the syllable template that suits Harar Oromo is the following one.

4 Syllable

/.

Onset  Rhyme

N\

Nucleus Coda

c V() ©
What has been summarized in the template may be interpreted as: CV, CVV, CVC, and CVVC. The preceding
four syllable types embodied in the template are the syllable types found in Harar Oromo.

Internal Structures of ‘Open’ and ‘Closed’ Syllables
The syllable may be open or closed based on the structure of the rhyme. According to Hyman (1985: 189) the
syllable that has no coda element is considered an open syllable whereas the syllable that has a coda element is
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termed as a closed syllable. That is, a syllable with no coda element is CV, while a syllable with a coda element is
CVC. While the former without a final C (without a coda) is open, the latter with a final C (with a coda) is closed.
The following examples from the language illustrate the structure.

Open Syllable
a. /ga.na.ma/ ‘morning’
CV.CV.CvV
b. /du.ra/ ‘first’
CV.CV
C. /du.re:.sa/ ‘rich’ (m.) -
CV.CvV.CV

Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
All the preceding words consist of open syllables. Below is the structure of an open syllable.
(5 G

Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
The above syllable structure consists of only an onset and nucleus. In other words, it does not have a coda.
Therefore, it is an open syllable. Below are examples of closed syllables.

Closed Syllable
a. /bak.ka/ ‘place’

CVC.CV

b. /dil.ba/ ‘knee’
CVC.CV

c. /Kk'ulk'ullu:/ ‘clean’
CVC.CcvC.cv

Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

In above examples, the syllables in bold are closed. Apart from an onset and a nucleus they consist of a coda.
Therefore, they are closed syllables. Below is the structure of a closed syllable.

© o

d;‘; i 1 =cvec
Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

O TC

Moraic Analysis

In this section, the moraic concept in connection to Harar Oromo syllable is discussed. In the moraic theory, the
only principal element between the syllable node and the segmental node is the mora. In this respect, the syllable
contains neither an onset nor a rhyme (Hayes 1989:254). However, the syllable contains one or more moras. It is
the vowel in the syllable that is basically considered as a mora. That is, a short vowel has the value of one mora
while a long vowel is worth two moras. Apart from a vowel a consonant can be given a mora value if it is followed
by another consonant as in geminates and clusters. Similarly, a vowel that follows a sonority peak and is not parsed
in the following an onset can constitute a second mora in a syllable. Below are given Harar Oromo words with
mono-moraic, bi-moraic and tri-moraic syllables.

1. Mono-moraic Syllable (each short vowel has one mora (1))
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(7 o o
i u /lafa/ ‘earth/ land’
a f a

Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
In the above diagrammatical representation, there are two syllables in the word /lafa/ ‘earth/ land’. Each CV
syllable has a short vowel which has the value of one mora. Such a syllable is referred to as a mono-moraic syllable.
2. Bi-moraic Syllable (Long vowels have two moras (up)

(8) o G

T/u
be 1

/be:la/ ‘hunger’

I

a

Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
In the above representation, the long vowel /e: / bears two moras. Thus, long vowels constitute a bi-moraic syllable.

3. Tri-moraic Syllables (upp)

9) 5 a
[ 1
a W a n

fsarzwwan/ ‘cows”  Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

In example above, in the first syllable vowel /a/ is long and has the value of two moras. In addition, the coda /w/
of the syllable is followed by another /w/ which forms the onset of the second syllable. The coda of the first syllable,
therefore, assumes a mora value. Taking the two moras of the vowel of the syllable and one mora of its coda into
account, the first syllable is tri-moraic.

Apart from geminates, consonant clusters could also set the condition for a coda consonant to have a mora value.
This is illustrated by the example below.

(10) c )

fa rd a

/farda/ ‘horse’
Source: Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
The example above shows that as in geminates, the first consonant of the clustering segments bears one mora. That
is, of the cluster —rd- the first /r/ is parsed as coda of the first syllable and since it is followed by another
consonant/d/ it bears a mora value.
Syllable Structure of Nouns, Adjectives and Verbs
In this section, the syllable structure of nouns, verbs and adjectives of Harar Oromo are examined based on the
moraic approach.
Syllable Structure of Nouns
The number of syllables in the nouns of Harar Oromo are varied. The moraic structure of nouns are also varied.
Depending on segmental constituency a syllable may be heavy or light. A syllable with just a short vowel or
followed by a coda of a single consonant has a length of one mora. It is therefore a light syllable. On the other
hand, a syllable with a long vowel, a short vowel and a consonant with a mora value, that is, a bi-moraic syllable,
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is considered heavy. Syllables with additional mora may also be considered heavy or superheavy. (Crystal

1997:417).
1. Light-Light Syllable Sequence (mono-moraic syllable (Cpt.Cp)

(11) c o
u 5
a - a
/bara/ *year’
In the above representation of the noun /bara/ ‘year’, each syllable is light (mono-moraic). That is, each syllable
has Cp shape.

2. Light-Heavy syllable Sequence (Cpn.Cpp)

(12) o o
a 1 aV

/dala:/ *‘female’
In the above structure, the arrangement of the syllables is Cu-Cpp. The first syllable with a single mora is light
whereas the second syllable with two moras is heavy. Therefore, the pattern of the syllables in the noun is light-

heavy.
3. Light-Heavy-Light Syllable Sequence (Cn..Cpup.Cp)
(13) 9 s} o

/\p [T /\p
| I/
k i a b a fkita:ba/ “book’

In the noun /kita:ba/ ‘book’, the first and the last syllables are mono-moraic and light (Cp). But the second syllable
is bi-moraic (Cpp), due to the long vowel /a/ and is therefore heavy.
4. Heavy-Heavy Syllable Sequence (Cpp.Cpp)

(14) G o
T/” /\“Vu
k o

[ e

;"Ie:.ko:.-" ‘story’
In the above noun, each syllable is bi-moraic and heavy as the result of the long vowels, /e: / and /o: / respectively.
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5- Heavy-Light Syllable Sequence (Cup.Cp)
(15) o G

g ur a /gurra/ ‘ear’
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

According the above moraic representation, the first syllable has two moras constituted from the short vowel /u/
and the coda /r/ which has a mora value since it is followed by another /t/ which caused gemination /-rr-/. In the
syllable pattern of the word, the second /1/ is the onset of the second syllable /-ra/. In terms of the syllable weight,

the first (Cpup) is heavy while the second (Cp) light. The noun if therefore heavy-light.

Oromo nouns, including those of the Harar dialect, use various plural suffixes: -o:ta, -wwan, -le:, -e:n and —a:n.
In the following examples we examine the pluralizing process and the syllable structures in view of the moras they

contain.
1- -o:ta

(16) a) Y o o

/\p /\ n TRl Singular Form

b a r a t a

/barata: / *student’
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
b)
il pou Deletion of the long vowel /a: /

| /]

b a r a t ©

Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
c) a g [} o

Plural form

i pou p  Suffixing the plural morpheme -o:ta

a r a t o] t a

/barat-o:ta/  *students’
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

The singular form of the noun /barata: / ‘student’ consists of three syllables with Cu.Cp.Cpp moraic structure
while the plural form /barat-o:ta/  ‘students’ consists four syllables with Cpu.Cp.Cpp.Cp moraic structure.

10
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2- -wwan
(17) a) G g
Singular form
1] L u  fsaZa/ ‘cow’
s a ? a
b) o o
Tl deletion of the segment /2/
S a O a
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
c) g 4]

Plural form

[TRTIT] i Suffixing the plural morpheme -wwan

s a w a n

/sa:-wwan/ ‘COWS
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

In the above example the singular noun /sa?a/ ‘cow’ has a moraic structure of Cp.Cp while it’s plural /sa:-wwan/

‘cows form has Cppp.Cp.

3. -le:
G 5}
[ n
Singular form
m e I a

(18) a)
/me:fa: ! “tool’

Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

11
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b) o [ (7
Plural form
V V u Suffixing the plural morpheme —le:
m e [ a 1 e

/me:fa:-le: / “tools’
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
In the above example the plural suffix is simply added without any process taking place in the singular form. The
structure of the singular /me:fa:/ ‘tool’ is moraically Cpup.Cpup whereas the plural /me:fa:-le: /tools’ is

Cup.Cpp.Cup.
4. -e:n
(19) a) 4] G
B n
Singular form
Il a g a Mlaga/  ‘river’

Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

b) o a

W n deletion of the final vowel /a/

1 a g ©
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

c) o o
plural form
uou Hop
1 a g e n

/lagg-e:n/ ‘rivers’
Gemination of the medial consonant /- gg-/ and suffixing the plural morpheme —e:n
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
In pluralizing /laga / ‘river’, first the final vowel /a/ is dropped and then the plural morpheme —e:n is suffixed /lagg-
em / ‘rivers’. Thus, the moraic structure comes out as Cup.CupC.

The Syllable Structure of Adjectives

Adjectives, in the language, agree in number with the nouns they modify. The plural form of most adjectives is
constituted by partial reduplicating that is, the reduplication of the first syllable. If the first syllable is heavy, it is
mostly simplified or reduced to light. For instance, the plural form of /di:ma: / ‘red’ (m.) is /di-ddi:ma:/ ‘red’ (pl.,
m.) that is, the singular CV:CV: pattern changes to the plural CV- CCV:CV: pattern. Unlike the reduplicated from,

12
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the syllabification of the plural form appears as CVC.CV:CV: /did.di:.ma:/ ‘red’ (pl., m.). As for the moraic
structure of the singular and plural form of the word, let us look at the example below.
(20) a) G ]

T /u Hou
d i m a
/di:ma:/ ‘red’
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
b)
d

Wi b

i
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
/diddi:m-a:/ (m.) ‘red’ (pl.)
In the example above, the singular form /di:ma:/ ‘red’ has two heavy moras (Cpp.Cup) while the plural /diddi:ma:/
‘red’ (pl.m.) has three heavy moras (Cup.Cpup.Cup).

The Syllable Structure of Verbs

Harar Oromo verbs inflect for person, gender (in the third person singular), tense-aspect, mood, and voice as well
as for negation. For instance, the verb /ga:fat-t-e/ ‘she asked’ is inflected for third person singular, feminine and
perfective. It can be syllabified as /ga:.fat.te/. The verb consists of three syllables with the mora structure of
Cup.Cup.Cp. In terms of syllable weight the first two syllables are heavy while the last one is light.

(21)
[ a a
nu /M\l/\u
l/ f a t

e /ga:fat-t-e/ *she asked’

Researcher’s own Survey (2011)

The negative form of the above verb is structured as /hin-ga:fan-n-e/. But the structure is not inflected for person
and could, therefore, be applied to any person provided it is preceded by the required personal pronoun. Thus, the
verbal form which means ‘she did not ask’ is / isi:n hin- ga:fan-n-e/ (isi:n ‘she” hin- ga:fan-n-e ‘did not ask’). The
first —n- in the verb stem is the result of the assimilation of —t- by the —n- that follows it (ga:fat-n-¢ > ga:fan-n-e).
The syllable structure of the negative verb stem, hin-ga:fan-n-e is: hin. ga:. fan. ne. Moraically it consists four
syllables; the first three heavy and the fourth one light (Cpp.Cpp.Cup.Cp). Below is the diagrammatical

representation.
(22)

G

i

[+
h n e
Researcher’s own Survey (2011)
/hin-ga:fan-n-¢/ ‘did not ask’
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In this chapter, first, the syllable types of Oromo were identified: CV, CVV, CVC and CVVC. They are all based
on the syllable template C V(:) (C). Distinction has also been made between open and closed syllable. While the
former has no coda the latter does. Apart from the preceding important issues, most of the chapter has been devoted
to moraic analysis. Accordingly, words were syllabified; syllables were assigned moraic value and were
diagrammatically represented. These were thoroughly discussed based on examples from Harar Oromo. The next
chapter deals with some syllable related phonological processes in Harar Oromo.

Conclusion

The thesis discusses two major issues pertaining to Harar Oromo: syllable structure and syllable based
phonological processes. The moraic approach is employed to deal with the syllable structure. As opposed to other
models like CV skeleton and X skeleton, I found this model to best represent syllable structure.

The thesis is organized around five chapters including this one. Chapter one, treats background issues, reviews
of previous related studies and sets the structure of the thesis. It provides the objectives, the theoretical framework
and the methodology of the study.

Chapter two revisits the segmental phoneme of Oromo (Harar Oromo) while chapter three presents the
syllable structure of Harar Oromo. In the latter syllable-internal structures, syllabification, basic syllable types and
moraic structures are analyzed and discussed. Furthermore, the syllable structures of nouns, adjectives, and verbs
of Harar Oromo are dealt with.

In chapter four, I examine some syllable related phonological processes in Harar Oromo from the viewpoint
of the moraic approach. Accordingly, such phonological processes as assimilation, deletion and epenthesis.

The syllable — internal structure of Harar Oromo can be handled by the C V(:) (C) template. This means, in
the syllables of Oromo the onset and the nucleus are obligatory constituents whereas the coda is optional. The
nucleus can also be optionally short or long. Beniyam (1988:18) suggests that both the onset and the coda are
optional constituents in Oromo. For him, words like /adi: / ‘white’, /afur/ ‘four’ and /onne: / ‘heart’ do not have
onset constituent. However, the present study underlines that underlyingly such words as the preceding ones begin
with a glottal plosive /?/ which disappears in the surface representation. Therefore, the words are underlyingly
represented as /?adi: / ‘white’, /Pafur/ ‘four’ and /?onne: / ‘heart’. In addition, related to an onset and coda, the
language does not permit gemination in the two positions. However, word medially, a cluster of two consonants
is permissible.

The basic syllable types of Harar Oromo, as in Oromo in general, are CV, CVV, CVC, and CVVC. The
language treats CV and CVC syllables as light or mono-moraic. However, according to the Weight-by-Position
rule, if the final C of the CVC is followed by another C it can have a mora value. This means, if a consonant is
followed by an onset consonant of another syllable, it could bear weight. Fore example, /farda/ ‘horse’ can be
syllabified as CVC.CV. In this word, the coda of the first syllable /far-/, that is /r/bears one mora because it is
followed by the consonant onset of the following syllable /-da/. Hence, the moraic representation of the syllable
/far-/ (CVC) would be Cup. A word with a gemination behaves in the same manner. For instance, the word /gudda:
/ ‘big’ can be syllabified as CV.CV: and moraically structured as Cup.Cup. That is, the coda of the first syllable
bears mora since it is followed by another consonant, the onset of the next syllable.

As indicated above, one of the major topics deals with in the thesis concerns phonological processes; among
them assimilation, deletion and epenthesis. In the case of assimilation, both total and partial types have been treated.
For instance, in the change from the underlying word /sonba/ ‘lung’ to its surface form [somba] ‘lung’ partial
assimilation is involved. That is the bilabial plosive /b/ regressively lends its labial feature to /n/ and thus the latter
changes to /m/. This is what is known as partial assimilation. On the other hand, in changing the underlying form
of /barna/ ‘we learn’ to its surface form [barra] ‘we learn’, totally assimilation is observed; that is, /r/ progressively
assimilates /n/ totally and the latter becomes /1/.

Concerning deletion, the disappearance of the glottal plosive /?/ word initially in the surface gepresentation
of such a word as (?)adi: ‘white’ is a good example. Like consonants vowel could also be deleted. For example,
in the process of forming the plural of the word /nama/ ‘man, person’ as illustrated in the following representation:
/nama/ ‘man, person’/nam@/ /nam-o:ta/ ‘men’, people’. In this process, /a/ is deleted before the plural morpheme
/-o:ta/is  suffixed. >
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