
Journal of Literature, Languages and Linguistics                                                                                                                              www.iiste.org 

ISSN 2422-8435    An International Peer-reviewed Journal  

Vol.100, 2024 

 

1 

Political Rhetoric and Leadership: A Comprehensive Study of 

Chinese Leader’s Communication Strategies 
 

Somya Nayak1*      Biatrisha Mukhopadhyay1,2 

1. The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad 

2. K.R. Mangalam University, Haryana 

* E-mail of the corresponding author: somyanayak@efluniversity.ac.in 

 

Abstract 

This article explores the political rhetoric and leadership style of Chinese President Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping 

respectively, who served as the General Secretary of the Communist Party of China and as the President of the 

People’s Republic of China. Hu Jintao’s tenure marked a significant period in Chinese politics, characterized by 

his unique rhetorical strategies and leadership approach. Similarly, as a prominent figure on the global stage, Xi 

Jinping’s speeches and public addresses play a crucial role in shaping both domestic and international 

perceptions of China. This article aims to analyse the key themes and strategies used by former president Hu 

Jintao and the current president Xi Jinping in their political rhetoric and assess their impact on domestic and 

international relations. The article delves into the intricate world of political rhetoric employed by these two 

Chinese Presidents. 
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1.1 Introduction 

Hu Jintao assumed the presidency of China during a pivotal time in the nation’s history, overseeing 

unprecedented economic growth and significant political developments. His leadership was characterized by a 

pragmatic and soft-spoken style, contrasting with his predecessor, Jiang Zemin, who was known for his charisma 

and assertiveness. Hu Jintao’s political rhetoric and leadership style to provide a comprehensive understanding 

of his governance. Whereas on the other hand Chinese President Xi Jinping has emerged as a dominant figure in 

global politics, steering China through a period of significant transformation. Born in 1953, Xi is the son of Xi 

Zhongxun, a revolutionary veteran and former vice premier. His early life was influenced by the political turmoil 

of the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), during which he experienced first-hand challenges and upheavals that 

characterized that period. It makes him the first leader of his kind of background. His speeches and rhetoric have 

garnered attention for their distinctive style and strategic messaging. This research aims to explore the rhetorical 

tools employed by Xi Jinping to convey his political agenda, ideologies, and vision for China’s future. 

 

1.2 Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative approach, employing content analysis to scrutinize selected rhetorical statements 

and public addresses by both the Presidents Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping. The analysis will focus on linguistic 

features, rhetorical devices, and themes to identify patterns and recurring ideas in their communication strategies. 

Analysing major speeches, official documents, and public addresses of Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping to see the 

evolution of political language over time. Major policy announcements, national strategies, and ideological 

priorities. 

A comparative analysis of the political rhetoric of Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping identifying similarities and 

differences in their communication styles, messaging, and the evolution of key ideological concepts. It helped to 

explore how their rhetoric reflects changes in China's domestic and international priorities. 

Considering the historical and geopolitical context in which the leaders operated we examine how external 

events and internal challenges influenced their rhetoric.  

Scope 

The study of political rhetoric in China under the leadership of Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping encompasses a wide 

range of dimensions, providing insights into political ideologies, policy priorities, governance styles, and their 

impact on both domestic and international affairs. 

The scope of the study includes analysing and comparing the political rhetoric used by Hu Jintao and Xi 

Jinping, focusing on key speeches, official documents, and public addresses. Examining the evolution of 

political language, themes, and priorities between the two leaders. Investigating how the political rhetoric 

reflects shifts or continuities in ideological themes, including the emphasis on socialism with Chinese 

characteristics, economic development, social harmony, nationalism, and global engagement. How the political 

rhetoric aligns with actual policy priorities and implementation. The effectiveness of rhetoric in shaping policies 
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related to economic development, social welfare, environmental sustainability, and technological innovation. 

Analysing how political rhetoric contributes to the promotion of nationalism and the projection of China's image 

on the global stage. Examine the leaders' narratives on foreign policy, international relations, and China's role in 

global governance. 

 

1.3 Political Rhetoric and Ideological Foundations during Hu Jintao Era 

Hu Jintao’s political rhetoric was rooted in the principles of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the ‘Three 

Represents’ theory, which emphasized the party’s commitment to adapt to the changing social and economic 

landscape. This ideology formed the basis of his speeches and allowed him to emphasize unity and economic 

development while maintaining CCP’s control over the state. (Po, 2004) 

Harmony and Stability (和谐社会) 

One of Hu Jintao’s key rhetorical themes was promoting social harmony and political stability. He often used the 

phrase ‘harmonious society’ to describe his vision for China. He emphasized the need for social and economic 

harmony in China, arguing that development should benefit all citizens. (Holt, 2009) This concept was central to 

his rhetoric, and he often spoke about the importance of reducing social inequalities and maintaining stability. 

This rhetoric aimed at reducing social inequality and addressing pressing domestic issues, contributing to 

his image as a consensus-building leader. 

Eight Glories and Eight Shames (八荣八耻) 

This concept was introduced by Hu Jintao during his term in office. It is a set of guidelines aimed at promoting 

ethical and moral behaviour among the Chinese people. The idea is to encourage positive values and discourage 

negative behaviour. 

The ‘Eight Glories’ represent positive virtues and behaviours that individuals and society should strive to 

uphold. These include: 

爱国争荣 (Àiguó zhēng róng) - Love the country, strive for success 

担当争荣 (Dāndāng zhēng róng) - Take on responsibilities, strive for success 

民主法治争荣 (Míndǔ fǎzhì zhēng róng) - Uphold democracy and the rule of law, strive for success 

文明和谐争荣 (Wénmíng héxié zhēng róng) - Pursue civilization and harmony, strive for success 

自由平等争荣 (Zìyóu píngděng zhēng róng) - Advocate freedom and equality, strive for success 

公正诚信争荣 (Gōngzhèng chéngxìn zhēng róng) - Promote justice and honesty, strive for success 

团结奋斗争荣 (Tuánjié fèndòu zhēng róng) - Unite and strive, strive for success 

敬业乐群争荣 (Jìngyè lè qún zhēng róng) - Be dedicated and enjoy working with others, strive for success 

On the other hand, the ‘Eight Shames’ are behaviours that are considered undesirable and should be avoided. 

These include: 

国家利益高于一切群体利益 (Guójiā lìyì gāo yú yīqiè qúntǐ lìyì) - National interests override group interests. 

集体利益高于个人利益 (Jítǐ lìyì gāo yú gèrén lìyì) - Collective interests override individual interests. 

大局高于部局利益 (Dà jú gāo yú bù jú lìyì) - Overall interests override sectional interests. 

礼贤下士 (Lǐxián xià shì) - Respect the wise and capable; belittle the unworthy. 

公正廉洁 (Gōngzhèng liánjié) - Just and honest. 

勤俭办事 (Qínjiǎn bànshì) - Diligent and frugal in work. 

公道正派 (Gōngdào zhèngpài) - Upright and honest in disposition. 

爱岗敬业 (Àigǎng jìngyè) - Love one’s job and be devoted to it. 

These guidelines were intended to promote a sense of national pride, ethical behaviour, and social harmony in 

China. However, opinions on their effectiveness and implementation have varied. 

Scientific view of development (科学发展观) 

Another hallmark of Hu’s rhetoric was the idea of ‘Scientific Development.’ He stressed the need for balanced 

and sustainable economic growth, promoting both environmental protection and social equity. This notion was in 

line with China’s changing role in the global economy and its aim to become a more responsible and advanced 

nation. 

China’s Peaceful Rise (中国和平崛起) 

Hu Jintao advocated for China’s ‘peaceful rise’ on the global stage. He aimed to portray China as a responsible 

and peaceful global player, emphasizing that its rapid development would not pose a threat to other nations. This 

rhetoric was aimed at assuaging international concerns about China’s growing influence. 

Socialism with Chinese Characteristics (中国特色的社会主义) 

Hu frequently invoked the concept of ‘Socialism with Chinese Characteristics.’ This phrase encapsulated 

China’s unique path to socialism, blending traditional communist principles with market-oriented economic 

reforms. It was a way of asserting China’s sovereignty and autonomy in shaping its own political and economic 
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systems. 

National Rejuvenation (民族复兴) 

Hu often spoke about China’s ‘national rejuvenation.’ He framed this concept in historical terms, emphasizing 

the need to restore China to its former glory as a global power. This narrative served to motivate and unite the 

Chinese people. 

 

1.4 Focus of Hu’s Rhetoric 

1.4.1 The Communist Party’s Leadership 

Hu Jintao consistently affirmed the role of the Communist Party in China’s governance and its leadership in the 

country’s development. He stressed the importance of maintaining the one-party system, portraying it as 

essential for stability and growth. 

1.4.2 Diplomacy and Soft Power 

Hu’s rhetoric also focused on strengthening China’s diplomacy and soft power. He called for peaceful 

resolutions to international conflicts and promoted China as a global partner. Under his leadership, China 

expanded its efforts in cultural diplomacy and media presence to enhance its global image. 

1.4.3 Economic Growth and Modernization 

Economic growth and modernization were key themes in Hu’s rhetoric. He highlighted China’s achievements in 

infrastructure development, technology, and education while setting ambitious goals for the nation’s future. 

1.4.4 Rule of Law 

Hu Jintao also underscored the importance of the rule of law and the need for a more just and transparent legal 

system. This emphasis on the rule of law aimed to address issues of corruption and ensure a more equitable 

society. 

1.4.5 Economic Diplomacy 

Hu Jintao’s leadership saw a growing emphasis on China’s role in the global economy. He frequently 

emphasized the importance of peaceful development and cooperation in international relations. His rhetoric 

contributed to a less confrontational approach in China’s foreign policy, fostering economic relationships with 

other nations. 

While advocating for peaceful development, Hu Jintao’s rhetoric also included elements of Chinese nationalism, 

which resonated with the domestic audience. He often stressed China’s historical greatness and the need for the 

nation to reclaim its position on the global stage. 

1.4.6 Control over information  

Hu Jintao’s leadership saw increased control over the flow of information and internet censorship, often under 

the guise of maintaining social stability. This aspect of his leadership has drawn criticism for curbing freedom of 

speech and press freedom. 

1.4.7 Anti-Corruption Campaign 

One of the most prominent initiatives during Hu’s tenure was the anti-corruption campaign, which targeted 

corrupt officials within the Communist Party. Hu’s rhetoric on this front conveyed a commitment to clean 

governance and accountability. 

In summary, Hu Jintao’s political rhetoric was characterized by a careful and measured approach, emphasizing 

themes of social harmony, balanced development, peaceful rise, and China’s unique path to socialism. His 

leadership saw China’s continued economic growth and its increasing role on the global stage, all underpinned 

by a commitment to the one-party system and the rule of law. These rhetorical strategies played a vital role in 

shaping China’s domestic and international image during his time in office. 

 

1.5 Historical Context of Xi Jinping’s Rhetoric 

Understanding President Xi’s rhetoric necessitates a historical perspective. This section will provide a brief 

overview of Xi Jinping’s political career, highlighting key milestones and contextualizing his speeches within 

the broader framework of Chinese political history. Xi Jinping, the General Secretary of the Communist Party of 

China and the country's paramount leader, has employed specific rhetoric throughout his tenure. Understanding 

the historical context of Xi's rhetoric requires considering various factors: 

Beginning in leadership transition in 2012, Xi Jinping assumed office as the General Secretary of the 

Communist Party of China in November 2012, succeeding Hu Jintao. The transition marked a shift in leadership 

style and priorities. 

Xi took office during a period of economic and social challenges, including concerns about corruption, 

environmental degradation, and economic reforms. His rhetoric often addresses the need for internal stability, 

party discipline, and social harmony. Xi introduced the concept of the ‘Chinese Dream’ early in his tenure, 

emphasizing national rejuvenation, economic prosperity, and military strength. This rhetoric is rooted in 

nationalism and aims to rally public support for the government’s agenda. Xi launched a high-profile anti-

corruption campaign, targeting officials within the Communist Party. His rhetoric reflects the importance of 
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party discipline, moral integrity, and the need to eliminate corruption to strengthen the party’s legitimacy. 

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a major infrastructure and economic development project launched by 

Xi. His rhetoric emphasizes China’s global role, economic cooperation, and the promotion of a community of 

shared interests. 

Xi’s rhetoric also extends to domestic governance innovations, including the development of a social credit 

system. This system aims to promote trustworthiness in society and has implications for individual behaviour 

and freedoms. The implementation of the National Security Law in Hong Kong marked a significant event in 

Xi's presidency. His rhetoric on Hong Kong emphasizes national sovereignty, stability, and the need to safeguard 

China's territorial integrity. Xi’s rhetoric during the global COVID-19 pandemic focused on China's successful 

containment efforts, the global response, and the importance of international cooperation. This period also saw 

increased emphasis on China's role in global governance. 

Understanding the historical context of Xi’s rhetoric involves considering these domestic and international 

events, policy initiatives, and the evolving priorities of the Chinese government. Xi’s speeches and statements 

provide insights into his vision for China’s future, the role of the Communist Party, and the country’s position on 

the global stage. 

 

1.6 Rhetorical Devices and Strategies 

1.6.1 Major Country Diplomacy with Chinese Characteristics (中国特色大国外交) 

This concept has been emphasized by Xi Jinping as part of China’s foreign policy framework. Xi has outlined 

several key principles and characteristics that define China’s major-country diplomacy. Emphasis on China’s 

commitment to peaceful development and the pursuit of a harmonious world. This involves promoting stability, 

economic growth, and cooperation on the global stage. Advocacy for win-win cooperation in international 

relations. China aims to foster mutually beneficial relationships with other countries, emphasizing shared 

development goals and common interests. Xi expressed China’s desire for a more inclusive and representative 

international order. Support for a multilateral approach to addressing global challenges. Xi has spoken about the 

importance of international organizations and cooperation in tackling issues such as climate change, public 

health, and economic development. The concept of building a ‘community of shared future for mankind’ has 

been emphasized. This involves fostering a sense of common destiny among nations and working together to 

address global challenges. The ‘Chinese Characteristics’ being assertion of China’s commitment to defending 

national sovereignty and core interests. This includes issues related to Taiwan, Hong Kong, Xinjiang, and 

territorial claims in the South China Sea. 

Xi Jinping’s articulation of ‘中国特色大国外交’ reflects China’s evolving role in the international arena 

and its vision for global governance. The concept emphasizes a proactive and confident approach to foreign 

affairs, highlighting China’s unique characteristics and priorities in the diplomatic sphere. 

1.6.2 New Normal (新常态) 

The term gained prominence in the aftermath of the global financial crisis and is often associated with a shift in 

China's economic growth model. The concept acknowledges the transition from the era of rapid, double-digit 

economic growth to a "new normal" characterized by a slower but more sustainable rate of growth. This shift 

reflects the challenges of maintaining high-speed growth while addressing economic imbalances. 

1.6.3 Comprehensive National Security (总体国家安全) 

Through this rhetoric Xi has emphasized the concept of ‘总体国家安全’ as a comprehensive approach to 

safeguarding the nation against various threats which encompasses a wide range of aspects, including political, 

economic, military, cultural, and environmental dimensions. 

1.6.4 China Dream (中国梦) 

The "China Dream" (中国梦) is a political slogan introduced by Chinese President Xi Jinping. It was first 

officially mentioned in November 2012, shortly after Xi became the General Secretary of the Chinese 

Communist Party. The concept of the China Dream is rooted in the idea of national rejuvenation, prosperity, and 

strength. 

The China Dream is presented as a collective aspiration for the Chinese people and the nation as a whole. It 

emphasizes the idea of achieving the ‘great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation’ and is often associated with 

economic development, social stability, cultural revival, and military strength. While the China Dream has been 

promoted as a unifying and inspirational concept, it has also been subject to various interpretations and critiques. 

Some view it as a positive vision for China’s development and a source of national pride, while others see it as a 

tool for consolidating power and promoting a particular political agenda. Internationally, there have been 

concerns about the implications of China’s rise and the assertiveness associated with its pursuit of the China 

Dream. 

1.6.5 Integrated Development and Security (统筹发展和安全) 

The idea underscores the need for a coordinated and comprehensive approach to development that takes into 
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account not only economic growth but also factors related to security, stability, and social well-being. The 

concept reflects Xi's broader vision for governance and the challenges he perceives in maintaining stability and 

achieving sustainable development. 

 

1.7 Impact on Domestic and International Policies 

Xi Jinping’s rhetoric, both within China and on the global stage influenced policy decisions, public sentiment, 

and international perceptions of China. Xi Jinping’s rhetoric, including the promotion of the ‘China Dream’ had 

tangible outcomes and consequences.  

Xi Jinping's rhetoric has been accompanied by a consolidation of political power. The removal of term 

limits for the presidency has allowed him to potentially stay in power indefinitely, strengthening his ability to 

implement his vision for China. 

The China Dream has been associated with a series of domestic policy initiatives, including economic 

reforms, anti-corruption campaigns, and poverty alleviation efforts. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is one 

such example, representing a significant infrastructure and economic development project. 

Xi's rhetoric, emphasizing national rejuvenation and strength, has contributed to a sense of nationalism and 

patriotism among the Chinese population. This has been reflected in public discourse, education, and media. The 

emphasis on cultural confidence has been accompanied by efforts to strengthen ideological controls. There has 

been a push for promoting socialist values and reinforcing the role of the Chinese Communist Party in shaping 

public opinion. 

Xi Jinping's administration has prioritized technological advancements, including the development of 

artificial intelligence and a strong focus on innovation. These efforts are seen as integral to achieving China's 

goals of economic prosperity and global influence. 

The BRI is a flagship project associated with Xi’s vision for global influence. It involves infrastructure 

development and investments in countries across Asia, Africa, Europe, and Latin America. It has both economic 

and geopolitical implications, contributing to China’s expanding influence and connectivity. 

Xi’s rhetoric has been accompanied by a more assertive foreign policy. China has become more proactive in 

asserting its territorial claims, particularly in the South China Sea. This has raised concerns among neighbouring 

countries and has led to increased geopolitical tensions. China has sought a greater role in shaping global 

governance and institutions. This includes increased participation in international organizations and the 

promotion of alternative institutions, such as the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), challenging the 

existing global order. 

China, under Xi’s leadership, has actively pursued technological dominance and innovation. This has led to 

competition with other major powers, particularly the United States, in areas such as 5G technology, artificial 

intelligence, and quantum computing. China’s rise and the assertive stance associated with Xi's rhetoric have led 

to increased scrutiny and concerns from the international community. Issues such as human rights, intellectual 

property theft, and cybersecurity have become points of contention in China's relations with other nations. 

 

1.8 Challenges and Criticisms 

Political rhetoric in China, particularly under the leadership of President Xi Jinping, has faced several challenges 

and criticisms. The promotion of nationalism in political rhetoric, including the China Dream, has raised 

concerns about its impact on international relations. Some argue that it contributes to a more assertive foreign 

policy and fosters a sense of superiority that can strain diplomatic relations. 

Xi Jinping's leadership style has been criticized for its consolidation of power and the cultivation of a strong 

personality cult. The removal of term limits for the presidency has raised concerns about a potential return to 

one-man rule and a departure from collective leadership. 

China’s rapid industrialization and economic growth have come at a cost to the environment. The pursuit of 

economic goals, as outlined in political rhetoric, has sometimes led to environmental degradation, pollution, and 

challenges related to sustainable development. China's assertive stance in territorial disputes, such as in the 

South China Sea, has raised tensions with neighbouring countries. Some criticize China's approach as 

undermining regional stability and challenging the established international order. Despite economic reforms, 

there has been limited progress in terms of political reform. Critics argue that a more open and accountable 

political system is necessary for addressing various challenges and ensuring long-term stability. 

 China's rising influence and its approach to international relations have led to scepticism and concerns 

among other nations. Issues such as trade practices, intellectual property theft, and human rights have strained 

China's relations with several countries. While China has made significant economic and technological 

advancements, these challenges and criticisms highlight the complexity and multifaceted nature of its political 

landscape. Balancing economic development with social and political considerations remains a key challenge for 

the Chinese leadership. 
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1.9 Conclusion 

Hu Jintao’s political rhetoric and leadership style reflected a nuanced approach that balanced the CCP’s control 

with economic development, social stability, and nationalism. His emphasis on harmony, stability, and economic 

diplomacy contributed to China’s rise as a global power. However, his leadership was not without controversy, 

especially in terms of information control and human rights. Analysing his tenure provides valuable insights into 

the evolving nature of Chinese leadership and its impact on domestic and international politics. 

 Hu Jintao’s political rhetoric and leadership style sheds light on a crucial period in contemporary Chinese 

history. Hu Jintao, the former General Secretary of the Communist Party of China and the President of the 

People’s Republic of China from 2003 to 2013, was known for his measured and cautious political rhetoric. 

During his time in office, Hu Jintao employed a range of rhetorical strategies and themes to communicate the 

goals and priorities of the Chinese government.  

Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping are two successive leaders of the People's Republic of China, both associated with 

distinct periods in Chinese governance. While both leaders belong to the Chinese Communist Party, there are 

notable differences in their political rhetoric and leadership styles. While both leaders operated within the 

framework of the Chinese Communist Party and shared certain overarching goals, their political rhetoric and 

leadership styles reflect different priorities and approaches to governance. Hu Jintao's era was characterized by a 

focus on social harmony and balanced development, while Xi Jinping's leadership has been marked by a more 

assertive pursuit of national rejuvenation and global influence. 

In conclusion, the political rhetoric employed by Chinese President Xi Jinping by decoding his speeches, 

we gain valuable insights into the underlying ideologies, priorities, and strategies shaping China’s political 

landscape. Understanding the intricacies of Xi’s rhetoric is crucial for comprehending China’s domestic and 

international trajectory in the coming years. 
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