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Abstract

Choosing a name for someone is not easy task.pérdis on different factors and circumstances. \ario
illustrations and justifications are given by pdeseto explain the reasons of choosing the givenesafor their
sons and daughters. Some of these reasons reldte tanguage that is used in the society. Othasamrs
emerge from the several interactions between thgopeand his society and the person with this worldhis
research studies the etymology of names in Jotrdames that were chosen to Jordanian people iraitddur
decades. It tries to shed light on the differemisoms of naming people of Jordan. Also, it triefirtd out the
most frequent reason among all of them.
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1. Introduction

Choosing a name for the baby is not easy taskan be tricky. Also, it is a big and difficudecision because
there are just so many to choose from even if yarwow it down. Our names are not our own decistmrtghey
are our parents’. Either we liked our given nanmresat, they became an essential part of ourselves.

Different illustrations are given by parentsexplain the reasons for giving them a specifimado their
baby. They may give a name just to be trendy, ticadil or unique. Sometimes, they use a family nameame
the baby after someone who inspired them. Morediies; may depend on the meaning of the name justdo
a very distinctive name. If we look deeply at thason that is used to name everyone we know, Wéindltens
of these different reasons.

1.1 Significance of the Study

The Jordanians are people of an Arabic society aithajority of Muslims and a small percentage ofi€ians.

They are a mixture of different nationalities stagtfrom the local people of Jordan to the multiioaal people
and refugees who came to Jordan for living becatiiee continual wars and conflicts that have hapgen the
Middle East region during the last years or for kilmg and investing. Also, with the big influencetbé mass
media like the television and the social media HMaeebook, Instigram, Twitter, etc..., The Jordarsaniety

blends between modernity and tradition. These facémd much more have many reflections in the Joada
society in different aspects. One of these aspeatBoosing names of people in Jordan. The impoetarf this

study lies on studying the Jordanian society thnailng process of naming its people.

1.2 Purpose of the study

The purpose of this study is to highlight the didfet linguistic and non-linguistic factors or reasavhich are
used for choosing names of people in Jordan fransthdents' point of view, moreover, it aimed aestigating
the effect of gender of the students and the acadgsar on their point of view.

1.3 Questions of the Study
Depending on this study, the researcher toidimd answers for the following questions:

1. What are the linguistic and non-linguistic facttirat affect choosing names for people in Jordan?
2. Are there any statistically significant differendeghe students' point of views due to their gende
(Male, Female)?
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3. Are there any statistically significant differendaghe point of views of the students due to their
nationality (Jordanian, Non Jordanian)?
1.4 Limitations of the study

This study is limited to students at Al Zaytoonahivérsity during the first semester in the acadegear
2016/2017.

2. Review of Related Literature
Definition of “name”

The word “hame” — as defined in Oxford Wordjeo Dictionary- is a noun refers to the word or dsby
which a person, animal, place or thing is knownuiyfirst name (US often “given name”) is the nanairy
parents choose for you when you are born. It iy e@mmon in Christian countries to call this youriStian
name. It can also be called your forename, althdhighis more formal and maybe found on forms, deents,
etc. [Oxford Wordpower Dictionary, Oxford UnivergiPress, 1999].

Linguistic and Non-linguistic Factors

Linguistic factors are the factors which egkated to the language that is used in a cestairety. Lehmann
(1976), defines “linguistics” as “the scientificugy of a language.” This science has many subsfjeidit this
study concerns with only the semantic field whigald with words and their uses, and the sociolstgufield
which studies a language in a certain society. laiim(1976) talks about semantics: “semantics sé&ks
account for the relationships of words and sentemgth things and events in the outside world”. \A&can be
names of things or people. They necessarily mug haeanings referring to something in this big doHiall
(2008:50) says that “... words and meanings are tdessof a single coin, one word form for each word
meaning.” Also, he says: “It is part of our follndjuistic knowledge that human language arose thraug
process of naming things.” Obviously, everythingl @veryone in this world have a name referring.thyons
(1977) says: “... names are frequently used simplgiréav the hearer’s attention to the presence op#reon
being named or to remind the hearer of the existanmcrelevance of the person being named.” Alsosayes:
“By the vocative function of names is meant tha&imlg used to attract the attention of the persamgbealled or
summoned.”

On the other hand, the non-linguistic factmes the ones which refer to the technologicaigials, political,
social factors that the researcher thinks havéeaimdhe process of naming people. Every sociatyaddition to
its language- has its own religion, culture, tradis, customs, etc. All these various features nmale= society
distinctive among other societies. Wardhaugh (2@dnes “language” as “what the members of a paler
society speak.”, and “society” as “any group of pleowho are drawn together for a certain purpose or
purposes.” Lehmann (1976) says: “In general saujpiists set out to determine how social institutiaiffect
language and how the varied uses of language aftetal groups.” The different aspects of a sodietyides its
language blend in a very complicated way that n@e society have its own characteristics. Accordinthe
researcher, these features may interfere in chgdhim name of a certain person. This study shetis ¢in the
reasons that stand behind naming people. Hall (2888s: “Most educated language users do knowethelh
name has an etymology, its own personal histori% Epecific point of Hall is the main content bifst study.

Statistics of Names in Jordan

The researcher has not found any Jordaniaty stancerning with the reasons of giving peoplédrtban
names. On the other hand, she found different esudhnd websites talking about the statistics ofazam
Jordan. For instance, in 2015, the General Direcfofhe General Statistical Administration of Jard®r.
Qasem Al-Zu’bi has announced that Jordan has %%2Ipopulation: 6,6 million are Jordanian and agipnate
3 million are not Jordanian. In 2004, the numbes Wa million population. That refers to a very omant and
obvious change that happened in Jordan througlashgears. Also, the big number of the non-Jormiapieople
refers to possible changes which certainly havecesf on the Jordanian society including the proadss
choosing names of people-from the researcher's pbiview.

In 2014, The Department of Statistics annednthat some names have kept the same percentage of
frequency of both male and female names durindasefour years. For example, the most frequentenam
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males in 2014 was “Mohammad” with frequency of (AQ1¢ then Ahmad, Omar, Yousef, Abd-Rahman, Amir,
Zaid, Ibrahim, Hamza,...etc. While the most frequiemhale name was “Jood” with frequency of (2332gnth
Jana, Layaan, Jouri, Sarah, Leen, Salma, Hala,,N@ba, Farah, Ghazal, Rimaas, Mariam, Aya, MiraalR
Zeina and Bisan. These frequencies with almostséee order also were announced by The Managereof th
Public Relations of The Civil Status and Passpep&tment- Malek Al- Khasawnah- 2016.

2.1 Previous Studies

Laura Wattenberg is a name expert and theoautf Baby Name Wizard.com and the authofbé Baby
Name WizardShe is known for deriving cultural insights fromiesntific analysis of name usage as well as
creating innovative interactive tools to communéctitese insights. Wattenberg is frequently quatatie media
on name- related topics. She says: “I've spenptst decade studying the names we give our childternelp
parents find their perfect names, and to understamt name trends tell us about our society.” Ske says:
“when people choose a name, we don't realize howhnwe are influenced by the world around us.” P&se
seem focused on finding a name that is distinctiva.name that everybody likes and nobody uses.”nfFro
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia].

Another author wrote different books on named the reasons of choosing them is Pamela Red Swatnan.
She is an American author of fiction and functi®he got a job as a fashion editor_at Glamour maga&he
left Glamour to write a book on names with LindasBokrants, with whom she wrote a number of othekbo
on names such as Beyond Jennifer and Jason (2066) Names for Babies (2008) and The Baby NameeBibl
(2011). Moreover, she started a website called “dlagrry). In her book (The Baby Name Bible), Sasaps:
“Parents have become much more conscious abopbtler of a name.”

Some quotes of Pamela Satran on namessagtse “It's the confluence of exposure and the naeiag
unusual, attractive and a bit different.”, “[And regarents are creating] word names,... people aferg for a
color, a bird, a fish, a feeling that embodies sining they care about.” Also, she says: “Now thare
thousands of people with those names that woultkigt if it hadn’t been for them. This generatidrparents is
looking to get away from Cookie-Cutter stuff, andrcculture of celebrities is supporting that.” [Rro
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia].

Al Qawasmeh & Al-abed Al-hag (2016) condudcte study entitled "A Sociolinguistic Study of Clsoog
Names for Newborn Children in Jordan" This studsnsiat the study of newborn names in Jordan of a
sociolinguistic perspective. This study tries tdege the difference in naming newborns in Jordaardhe
decades - from the seventies to 2015 due to thdt re&some factors that may have affected the alueh
society, whether historical, religious and/or sbclde data necessary to complete the study wasraat from
the Civil Status Department and the Departmenttatistics. The data obtained consisted of namé®tif sexes
during the time period from the seventies until¢laely year of 2015, a random sample of personalkesavithin
the same family were also provided. The data wadyaed quantitatively. The study revealed thateéhiera
clear change in the choice of newborn names-matefamale-in Jordan, whether a change in sounds or i
morphemes. In specific, names during the seventéze strongly linked to the culture and the valueBgious
or social, in which the people believed in. Durthg eighties and nineties, nhames were associatidcesitain
social values, however, some names were shown &fféeted by urbanization or modernization. Andhatite
beginning of 2000 up to 2015, peoples directionsatdls naming newborns changed due to the advent of
globalization, associating with development andaaibation, and moreover, the influence of differenltures
on the community.

Sharma’s book (2005) titled “Panorama of &amdiAnthroponomy” provides a list of the latest tterand
fancies of the selection and coinage of names figrdnt Indian castes, communities and regions.

Ogie (2002) investigates Edo personal namnesargues that they are used to affirm certaiecspf Edo
culture. The linguistic aspect of the study brealimes into its constituent morphological partseieesl their
meanings. To confirm the notion that personal namagsct important aspects of the culture of soeget

Agyekum’s study (2006) deals with namingaasimportant aspect of the Akan society and lodk&kan
names within the pure linguistic anthropology. Aating to Agyekum, names are not arbitrary labelsdmeio-
cultural tags that have socio-cultural functionsl aneanings. The study also discusses the typoldgykan
names.
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3. Design and Methodology
3.1 Population of the study

The population of the study consisted of altlents who are studying at Al Zaytoonah Univerditying the
academic year 2016/2017

3.2 Sample of the Study

The sample of the study consisted of 20@esits studying at Al Zaytoonah University in thestfisemester
2016/2017.

3.3 Instrument of the study

A questionnaire was distributed among theleits at Al Zaytoonah university and this questire was
designed by the researcher herself, it consisté&tbafems. Many variables were included such agydreler of
the student, and the study year.

3.4 Reliability of the instrument

To ensure the questionnaire reliability, taserarcher applied it to a pilot sample of (20) etusl excluded of
the study sample with a one three weeks period derivthe first and second time it was distributede T
reliability of the questionnaire was calculatedngsicorrelation coefficient and it was found 0, 8Riaeh is
suitable to conduct such a study.

3.5 Procedures of the study

A questionnaire about linguistic and non-lirggic factors that affect choosing names in Jongdasa given to
200 students (52 males, and 148 females). Aftdrttimresearcher collected the questionnaires aliected
data, and then this data was analyzed statistically

3.6 Statistical analysis

The results were analyzed for the items inghestionnaire using suitable statistical methagh sas mean
and standard deviation. The researcher also ugerk§ to clarify the results more.

Findings of the study
The purpose of this study is to highlithe different linguistic and non-linguistic factass reasons which

are used for choosing names of people in Jordam fitee students' point of view; moreover, it aimeéd a
investigating the effect of gender of the studemtd their nationality on their point of view. A egtionnaire
was distributed among 200 students, 52 males addfdmales from Al Zaytoonah University. Means and
standard deviations and T-test were used to anéhgzeesults.

To answer the first question\What are the linguistic and nonlinguistic facttivat affect choosing names for
people in Jordan? A questionnaire was distributetbrey them and means and standard deviation were
calculated. Results were shown in table 1
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Table 1: students' point of views about the factorshat affect choosing names in Jordan

Std.

Item Mean Deviation
1. Do you like your name? 4.04 979
2. Is your name too specific to the time? 4.04 1.004
3. Have you ever thought of changing your name? 3.25 1.139
4, Does your name have difficult or unusual spellings? 3.28 1.034
5. Is your name highly popular / common? 3.97 .958
6. Is your name not well-known? 3.20 1.149
7. Does your name start with the same letter as ogewfsiblings 3.30 1.190
8. Does your name start with unfortunate initials? 4.03 1.061
9. Is your name associated with widely-held sterea¢pe 3.39 1.254
10. Do you think that your name is unique? 3.84 1.114
11. Do you think that your name is common? 4.39 975
12. Do you think that your name is trendy? 2.90 1.287
13. Do you think that your name is traditional? 3.58 1.421
14. Does your name relate to a certain political ewentason? 2.93 1.107
15. Have you got your name because of its meaning? 3.74 1.187
16. Have you got your name after a member of your fgPnil 412 1.017
17. Have you got your name after a celebrity? 3.39 1.224
18. Does your name relate to a religious reason? 3.13 1.061
19. Is your name Arabic? 4.22 .948
20. Is your name not Arabic? 4.45 .863
21. Do you think that your parents have used technotg as the Internet or the

mass media like T.V. for choosing your name? 417 1.044
22. Do you not have any idea about the reason of giymmgsuch a name? 3.00 1.199
23. Do you think that your name suits our modern life? 3.57 1.343
24. Is your name strongly associated with a famousviddal 2.98 1.059
25. Does your name rhyme with something obscene or ragxng 3.65 1.153

QALL 3.62 522

Table 1 shows there are statistically significaiffedences in students' opinions about the factoas affect
choosing names for people in Jordan. It shows &selts of the questionnaire which was distributatbiag
(200) students about their point of views about féetors that affect choosing names of people imla
Means and standard deviations were calculated esults show that question 20 got the highest mdanhw

was (4.45); question ldomes next with a mean of (4.39).

Standard deviation for question 20 was (0.868)ch is higher thano&0, 05) so it means that it is

statistically significant. Standard deviation faregtion 11 was nearly the same; it was (0.975) lwkscalso

statistically significant.
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Diagram 1: students' point of views about the facts that affect choosing names in Jordan

It is clear in the diagram that the mean oégjion 20 was the highest mean, question 11 comes Tihe
mean of the (1, 2, 16, 19 and 21) are nearly tineesao students point of view about the reasorsatfect
choosing names in Jordan are negative.

To answer the second questionAre there any statistically significant differesc the students' point of
views due to their gender (Male, Female)? Meansssanadard deviations were computed and table 2 shiosv
results.

Table 2: Means, standard deviations and t-test aceding to gender variable

Std. Sig. (2-
gender N Mean Deviation t df tailed)
Male 52 3.49 473 -2.375 221 .018
Female 148 3.67 .533

Table 2 shows there are statistically sigaificdifferences due to gender variable. It showsrésults of the
questionnaire which was distributed among (26dents about their point of views about the fisctbat affect
choosing names of people in Jordan. Means andatdnidviations were calculated and results shotféinaale
teachers got a higher mean than male students widsh(3.67, and 3.49) respectively; this indicales gender
have an effect on students' point of views.

Standard deviation for female students waS3@®). which is higher thanu£0, 05) so it means that it is
statistically significant. Standard deviation foale students was lower; it was (0.473) which is alstistically
significant. So, table 2 shows there are statificsignificant differences due to gender variabiefavor of
females.
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Diagram 2: Means, standard deviations and t-test aording to gender variable

Diagram 2 shows that male students got lovesitive point of views about the factors that afffelsoosing
names of people in Jordan than female students.

To answer the third question: Are there any statistically significant differesda the point of views of the
students due to their nationality (Jordanian, Namddnian)? Means and standard deviations were ceih@und
table 3 shows the results.

Table 3: Means, standard deviations and t-test aceding to students' nationality

Std. Sig. (2-
Study year N Mean Deviation t Df tailed)
Jordanian 141 3.70 446 3.592| 221 .000
Non Jordanian 59 3.44 .625

Table 3 shows there are statistically sigaifit differences due to nationality variable. kbwh the results of
the questionnaire which was distributed among (280lents aboutheir point of views about the factors that
affect choosing names of people in Jordan. Meadsstandard deviations were calculated and resudte shat
Jordanian students got a higher mean than Non diardatudents which was (3.70, and 3.44) respdygfitias
indicates that nationality have an effect on stisleoint of views.

Standard deviation for Jordanian students @a®&6) which is higher tharu£0, 05) so it means that it is
statistically significant. Standard deviation foomNJordanian students was higher; it was (0.625¢wis also
statistically significant. So, table 3 shows thare statistically significant differences due todst year variable
in favor of first year students.
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Diagram 3: Means, standard deviations and t-test aording to nationality variable

Diagram 3 shows that Jordanian students gok rpositive point of views about the factors théeet
choosing names of people in Jordan than Non Jadatudents.

Conclusion

The study showed that there are many reasons b#ééndaming of newborn in Jordan, the studentstpafin
views differ according to their gender and natidggpaln fact, there were differences in the respantd' answers
on the questionnaire. The researcher can't geperétie results because the sample is not enougbkheso
recommended that some other researchers may tépesiidy on a wider sample in other universities.
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