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Abstract 

The paper assessed households’ use and location of security barriers and surveillance structure in Oke-Ogun area 

of Oyo State with a view to examining spatial variation in households’ response to crime in the area. Both 

primary and secondary data were employed. The total households of urban and rural settlements as identified in 

Oke-Ogun area of Oyo State were 44,421 and 175,568 respectively The sample frame constituted all households 

in the study area, and five out of 1000 of all the 219,989 total households which approximately amount to 1100 

households constituted the sample size, Random sampling was employed in hierarchical selection of  50/00 of the 

total households in each settlement type, and a total number of 1100 copies of questionnaires were randomly 

administered  Descriptive statistics such as percentage and Chi-Square were used to present summary of 

findings.. Findings revealed that fence, security gates/checkpoints and burglary guards were among the security 

barriers used. Higher order security consciousness was displayed in urban area with a substantial proportion of 

buildings surveyed (57.8%) having burglar guard on windows compared with 54.5% in the rural settlements. 

Observation from actual existence revealed that the quality of burglar guards in terms of strength and durability 

conformed to a regular spatial pattern; and that quality improved with increasing sizes (from rural to urban 

settlement) of settlement types.  Also, surveillance structure in Oke-Ogun included the use of private security 

personnel which was at its lowest intensity and only 13.4% of all households surveyed signifying its usage. 

Vigilante group dominates every other security measures across the settlement types. The study concluded that 

response to crime in the area varied spatially.  
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Introduction 

Crime is a global cankerworm and one of the most notable threats to rural liveability and urban development. In 

Nigeria, crime has all day long become a hydra-headed social monster pervading every dimension of human 

survival and stable life style. One is reminded of insecurity everywhere one goes in Nigeria. It is not just the 

window guards, burglar-proofs, fortified gates, security ramparts, sky rocketing defensive walls and the day by 

day news of bolder and more sophisticated crimes that indicate rampant menace, but the increased growth of 

troop movements in the neighbourhoods and the presence, day and night, of law enforcement agents and other 

armed guards patrolling the streets, highways and borders. 

 Crime, as Omisakin (1998) expressed, “is a social menace, an undeniable stigma to national image and a 

significant source of threat to people’s safety and wellbeing”. Increasingly, people daily depend on the protection 

of vigilante groups and engage in fencing the home, learning and business environments; erecting 

neighbourhood gates and checkpoints. Private security agents are intensively hired by organisations and 

individuals who can afford to pay for a multitude of motives. These motives include deep-seated fears that crime 

will infringe on safe neighbourhoods, which are largely due to the perceived increasing intricacy of the society, 

and the reality of the finiteness and limitations of government resources that could be put at the disposal of 

effective neighbourhood policing. 

Day in, day out, safe and peaceful existence is worrisomely becoming a fiction of the past in many Nigerian 

neighbourhoods. Lives are constantly being threatened at residences, on the streets, even at places of worship 

(Adigun, 2012). At this juncture, there must be reconciliation with the fact that crime does not occur in vacuum 

and all its concomitant adhesions with society that are likened to two inseparable opposite sides of a coin are a 

problem worth studying.  A “crime” as Peet (1975) rightly observes, “is a surface expression of discontents 

which lie deeply embedded in social system”. Planning and development take place in geographic space. Routine 

Activity Theory and Defensible Space Concept predict that the circumstances that foster or deter crime are 

functions of social and structural factors that enable people to translate their criminal motivation into action 

(Felson, 1998). Environmental design, therefore, impacts on social problem, but it is difficult to generalize 

spatial dichotomy in crime occurrence and prevention between urban and rural environments. The degree of 

responsiveness of planning programmes often depends on how adequately or otherwise the relevant problem 

area has been identified. Friedmann (1960) has argued that nothing of a substance can be achieved by the planner 
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until the right set of problem regions is identified and the right set of studies is carried out. Ige et al, (2010) has 

also asserted that any meaningful and sustainable policies and programmes targeted at curtailing criminal 

activities and improving the quality of human life while living within the carrying capacity of supporting 

ecosystem in the communities must take into consideration the physical environment within which crime occurs 

in various locations. Therefore, responses to crime has not been comprehensively studied in Nigeria because 

urban crime pattern pervades her limited crime research efforts. There is enough information to conclude that the 

magnitude of the problem is quite serious and that Nigeria’s crime problem is essentially beyond urban 

environment. The severity of crime in Nigeria is evident in daily news of bolder and more sophisticated crimes 

in both rural and urban places, despite the age long crime research and long history of present crime control 

measures, that urban environment with an overall conception of and policy on crime and its control have no less 

serious crime effects than rural environment.  In the light of the foregoing, it is imperative that we understand 

how crime incidence is controlled with a view to providing better information that will facilitate effective policy 

response for ameliorating crime occurrence and its associated effects. 

The study therefore aims at analysing households’ responses to crime in Oke-Ogun area of Oyo State. The 

objectives of the study are to examine households’ use and location of security barriers, assess surveillance 

structure and households’ preference for keeping Neighbourhood safe in Oke-Ogun. 

 

Materials and Method  

The Study Area 

The study area is Oke-Ogun area in Oyo State. Oke-Ogun area is the north-western region of Oyo State, and is 

made up of rural communities and large rural centres (small towns) located in the northern and north-western 

parts of Oyo State, Nigeria.  Geographically, Oke-Ogun approximately stretches between latitudes 07o 28’   and 

08o 38’ North and longitudes 03o 02’ and 04o 44’ East (Figure 1). Oke-Ogun shares boundary with Kwara State in 

the North, in the South by Ogun State, Ibarapa North and Ibarapa East local government areas; in the East by 

Atiba and Oyo West local government areas, and in the West by Republic of Benin 

Oke-Ogun area is a borderland consisting of ten local government areas. The ten LGAs are districted into three 

zones, namely; 

(i) Border zone: This comprises Saki West, Atisbo and Iwajowa local government areas. The local 

government areas within this zone share boundary with the Republic of Benin 

(ii) Near border zone: This comprises Saki East, Itesiwaju, Kajola and Iseyin local government areas. These 

local government areas share boundary with the local government areas sharing boundary with the 

Republic of Benin. This implies that they are indirectly connected to the border. 

(iii) Far border zone: It comprises Orelope, Olorunsogo and Irepo local government areas. These local 

government areas share boundary with Kwara State which shares boundary with the Republic of 

Benin. Also, these local government areas are indirectly connected to the border. The people of 

Oke-Ogun are mostly Yoruba. The regional accent of Oke-Ogun is called “Onko”. Some ethnic 

groups like Ibaruba, Filani, Aketepe, and foreigners from Republic of Benin and Togo are found 

practising agriculture in the area.  

 
Figure 1: Oke-Ogun Area, Oyo State 
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Data Collection and Analysis 

Data for this study were obtained from both primary and secondary sources. The data from primary sources were 

obtained through questionnaire, direct observation and oral interview. Questionnaire was used to obtain 

information on form of preventive measures put in place in the residence as means of making their respective 

neighbourhoods safer. In-depth interview was conducted on selected landlord and tenant, opinion leaders and 

security agents who lived in the settlement for not less than two years to complement the direct observation and 

questionnaire administration. Secondary data for this study included published materials, population reports and 

data from National Population Commission. In addition, digitized map of Oke-Ogun was obtained from the GIS 

laboratory of the Department of Urban and Regional Planning, Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, 

Ogbomoso. 

All households in Oke-Ogun constituted the sample frame. Total Population and households of Oke-Ogun 

as extracted from 1991 National Population Census were 663,363 and 118,784 respectively. The projected 

population from 1991 to 2013 using growth rate of 2.8% and total households of Oke-Ogun as obtained from 

National Population Commission (NPC) were 1,228,548 and 219,987 respectively  The total households of urban 

and rural settlements as identified in Oke-Ogun area of Oyo State were 44,421 and 175,566 respectively. Based 

on this population and household size, a certain proportion was used for the sample survey. To arrive at the 

sample size, sampling ratio of 0.5% of the total households was used and this constituted 0.9% of the total 

population in Oke-Ogun.  The decision for the choices of 0.5% of all household was premised on assertion of 

Neuman (1994) that larger population permits smaller sampling ratio for equally good samples. Neumann’s 

argument is that, as population size grows, the returns in accuracy for sample size shrinks. Also, Adigun (2012) 

reported that Singleton et al, (1989) suggested 0.05 percent as a good proportion for sample survey of large 

population. 

The sample frame constituted all households in the study area, and five out of 1000 of all the 219,989 total 

households which approximately amount to 1100 households constituted the sample size, In all, 50/00 of the total 

households were sampled and a total number of 1100 copies of questionnaires were administered to matured 

residents from 1100 randomly selected households 

A multi-stage sampling procedure was used to collect primary data through questionnaire administration. In 

the first stage, settlements in the study area were stratified into two settlement types; rural and urban settlements 

in each of the 10 Local Government Areas (LGAs) in Oke-Ogun area of Oyo State, based on population of 

20,000 persons and above for urban and less than 20,000 persons for rural settlements. 

In the second stage, five per thousand (50/00) of total households in every local government area was 

considered. Then, a total of 5 settlements were purposively selected in each of the 10 local government areas, 

using a ratio of 1(urban): 4 (rural), based on settlement hierarchical selection model, (i.e., the ratio is based on 

the premise of average population distribution pattern among settlements). Then, one urban and four rural 

settlements were randomly chosen. Copies of the questionnaire were, therefore, administered to five out of every 

1000 of total households in urban and rural settlements of all the 10 LGAs in Oke-Ogun area. 

In the third stage, five out of 1000 of all the 219,989 total households which approximately amount to 1100 

households constitute the sample size. The total number of questionnaires administered in all 10 local 

government areas selected was therefore 1100. The numbers given to housing units for enumeration area 

demarcation for 2006 population census by National Population Commission, and a good proportion of newly 

constructed buildings that were outnumbered were updated, and both compiled for the selected settlement types 

(urban and rural) in each local government area of Oke-Ogun. From the compiled lists, required housing units 

were randomly selected in each of the selected settlement types. One of all persons aged 18 years and above was 

purposively interviewed in each selected household. Notwithstanding, children were also given the privilege of 

responding to the oral questions. There was, however, exceptional cases like multi-household buildings (more 

than one household occupying only one building): The household with longest stay in the housing unit was 

selected.  In a multi-building single household (a single household occupying more than one building). This is a 

common feature of the traditional Yoruba settlements as a result of the polygamous and extended nature of 

Yoruba families. If two or more housing units randomly selected were of multi-building single household, only 

one housing unit was used while others were skipped. In this case, only one questionnaire was used just like any 

other household, while the remaining questionnaires were used for the nearest unselected housing unit(s) from a 

compiled list of housing units for the particular settlement under investigation. It is equally noteworthy to 

mention that there were some cases where housing units selected were empty (either unoccupied or households 

not at home) such housings units were skipped to the nearest unselected housing units. 

Method of data analysis for data collected were mainly descriptive. Descriptive statistics were appropriately 

used in the analysis of results to present certain discussions and to depict vividly a summary description of the 

various responses for a sample drawn from a population of households. Chi-Square was used to determine level 

of significant difference between some elements of defence in the households and community. 
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Results and Discussion 

The protective measures are explained within the concepts of Defensible Space Concepts and application of the 

elements of Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED). The elements considered to create 

secure environment by residents include security barrier, territoriality, surveillance, lighting and landscaping.  

(i) Use and Location of Security Barriers in Oke-Ogun 

Fence, fencing material, height of the fence and material on the top of fence, burglar guard, burglar guard 

material, location of burglar guard on structures, material used window and doors were among the security 

barrier studied. 

Burglar Proof 

The analysis of data collected on the use of burglar guard as security barrier across settlement types in Oke-Ogun 

revealed that 13.9% of all the buildings sampled had no burglar guard, while a good proportion (86.1%) had it at 

various degrees (Table 1). Out of 86.1% aforementioned, 55.2% had it installed on window only, 19.4% on 

windows and doors, and 4.2% on door only while 7.4% on all openings into the buildings. The higher proportion 

of all the buildings without burglar proof (14.5%) were found in the rural settlements while 11.5% of buildings 

without burglar proof were found in urban settlements. Higher order security consciousness was displayed in 

urban, in line with expectation, with a substantial proportion of buildings (57.8%) having burglar guard on 

windows compared with 54.5% in the rural settlements (Table 1). The chi-square performed across settlement 

types at (P<0.05) indicates that the difference in location of installed burglary was significant.  The implication 

of this is that there was a significant difference between location of installed burglary by households and the 

settlement types in Oke-Ogun. 

Table 1 Location of Installed Burglary 

 

Location of Burglary 

                               Settlement 

Rural  Urban Total  

Freq % Freq % Freq % 

Absent 125 14.5 25 11.5 150 13.9 

On window only 471 54.5 125 57.8 597 55.2 

On window & doors 154 17.8 56 25.7 210 19.4 

On door only 41 4.7 4 1.8 43 4.2 

On all opening  73 8.4 7 3.2 80 7.4 

Total 864 100.0 218 100.0 1062 100.0 

        Source: Field Research, 2014     X2 = 17.02, Df = 4(P > 0.05) = 7.78          

The installation of burglar guard in the urban settlements was not only high to showcase their high level 

security consciousness but also of high quality in material used. In line with expectation, the greatest proportion 

of buildings with iron/steel works (85.3%) were found in urban, and 70.1% of iron/steel works in rural 

settlements (Table 2). 

Rural settlements took the lead while urban settlements followed in the use of planks and others like (woven 

grass) as material for burglary guard. Also, the use of concrete mullion also dominated the rural settlements with 

5.7% compared with 1.4% urban settlements. Wood/plank, woven grass, wire mesh and concrete mullion are 

considered weaker burglar guard than iron-steel. The strength of window and door guard used by the households 

might partly depend on the degree of security consciousness of the households. This consciousness might be 

majorly based on actual experience of crime or the fear of crime. The Pearson chi-square performed at 0.05 level 

of significance indicated that there was significant difference in the use of burglar guard among settlement types 

(Table 2). As observed from actual existence, the quality of burglar guards in terms of strength and durability 

conformed to a regular spatial pattern; and that quality improved with increasing sizes (from rural to urban 

settlement) of settlement types.  

Table 2 Material Used for Burglary Guard 

 

 

Material Used  

                              Settlement 

Rural Urban Total  

Freq % Freq % Freq % 

Planks  119 15.1 6 2.8 125 12.5 

Wire mesh 49 6.2 14 6.6 53 6.3 

Iron/steel 520 66.0 180 85.3 700 70.1 

Concrete mullion  45 5.7 3 1.4 48 4.8 

Others 55 7.0 8 3.8 63 6.3 

Total 788 100.0 211 100.0 999 100.0 

       Source: Field Research, 2014              X2= 37.99 Df= 4 (P<0.05) =7.78       
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Door and Window Materials 

The commonly used material for door making was iron/steel (44.6%) followed by wood/plank (43.0%) and flush 

door (10,6%) then glass panes (1.8%). A very good proportion (54.3%) of iron/steel doors were found in urban 

settlements compared with below average proportion of 44.6% in the rural settlements. The use of wood/plank 

dominated the door materials in rural areas while the use of iron/steel dominated in urban settlements (Table 3).  

Table 3 Materials Used for Door 

 

Material 

                                 Settlement 

Rural  Urban Total  

Freq % Freq % Freq % 

Wood/plank 367 45.2 72 34.6 439 43.0 

Iron/steel 342 42.1 113 54.3 455 44.6 

Flush door 93 11.5 15 7.2 106 10.6 

Glass panes 10 1.2 8 3.6 18 1.8 

Total 12 100.0 208 100.0 1020 1020 

Source: Field Research, 2014     X2= 19.05 Df=3 (P<0.05)=6.25   

Materials Used for Window  

The analysis of data collected on materials used for window in Oke-Ogun Region revealed that glass pane 

(42.7%) was the commonly used materials, followed by wood plank (34.0%) and iron/steel (21.2%), then louver 

blade 2.0%).  Urban settlements do not conform to the distribution pattern on the use of material for window as 

obtained at spatially aggregated level. The use of iron/steel was ranked second instead of wood/ plank (Table 4). 

From direct observation and in-depth interview the quality of materials used for window tends to be a function of 

affluence. Also, the chi-square performed across settlement types at (P<0.05) indicates that the difference in 

materials used for window is significant.  The implication of this is that there is a significant difference between 

materials used for window by households and the settlement types in Oke-Ogun. 

Table 4 Materials used for Window 

 

Material used  

                                Settlement 

Rural  Urban Total 

Freq % Freq % Freq % 

Wood plank 317 38.8 34 16.0 351 34.0 

Iron/steel 171 20.9 48 22.5 219 21.2 

Glass panes 326 39.9 114 53.5 440 42.7 

Louver blade  4 5 17 8.0 21 2.0 

Total 818 100 213 100.0 1031 100.00 

     Source: Field Research, 2014   X2= 79.99 Df= 2 (P<0.05 ) =  4.80     

The materials used for door and window guard more often than not might not only depict affluence but also 

indicate the level of security consciousness of the inhabitants. Wood plank is considered to be of lower quality 

and a less effective security barrier when compared with iron/steel works. Iron / steel are considered a stronger 

material for window and doors. The uses of windows and doors that are made up of wood plank and iron/steel 

are defeated based on translucency to see through except in few cases where glass panes are inserted into a leaf 

of a wooden and steel door and or fanlight of wooden windows to provide the transparency needed. However, 

flush doors, glass panes and louver blades are fashionable and high level security barriers, though they are not as 

strong as wooden and iron/steel materials yet transparent enough to detect intrusive interference of intruders 

from inside the buildings without intruders’ knowledge. Every coin has two sides, the use of iron/steel works as 

a burglar guard material prevent easy entry into property by increasing time of criminal operation, this speed up 

the risk of criminal being caught and therefore act as a more effective security barrier.  

Fencing and Material Used 

More than one-third (37.1%) of the building sampled had no fence in the Oke-Ogun. In line with expectation, 

38.8% of the building sampled in the rural settlement had no fence while 30.6% of the building sampled in the 

urban settlements had no fence (Table 5)  
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Table 5 Materials Used for Fence 

 

Material  

                                    Settlement 

Rural  Urban Total  

Freq % Freq % Freq % 

Hedges  115 13.3 23 10.8 138 12.8 

Bamboo 80 10.4 13 6.0 103 9.5 

Barbed wire  47 5.4 30 13.9 77 7.1 

Concrete wall 277 32.1 84 38.9 361 33.4 

No fence 335 38.8 66 30.6 401 37.1 

Total 864 100.0 216 100.0 1080 100.0 

       Source: Field Research, 2014            X2= 27.32, Df = 4, P<0.05) = 7.78     

The commonly employed fencing material in Oke-Ogun was concrete wall (33.4%) followed by hedges 

(12.8%) and bamboo/wood (9.5%) then barbed wire (7.1%). In each of the settlement types, concrete wall 

dominated the sampled buildings that had fence. Rural areas had the greatest proportion of hedges (20.1%) while 

urban areas were of more of barbed wire (11.7%) than rural settlements. The chi-square performed across 

settlement types at (P<0.05) indicates that the difference in materials used for fence is significant.  The 

implication of this is that there is a significant difference between materials used for fence by households and the 

settlement types in Oke-Ogun. As expected, the proportion of bamboo/wood among fenced buildings were more 

in rural than urban areas (see a typical rural fence in Plate 1) 

Further analysis revealed that most of the buildings with bamboo/wood were used for 

residential/agricultural purpose. Further investigation also revealed that most of the building that made use of 

hedge as fence material was of old types. The use of hedges as security barrier is not adequate in this modern age 

when criminal are more daring and sophisticated in their nefarious activities. 

 

 
Plate 1: Fenced Materials in the rural areas 

Height and Material on Fence 

The level of security consciousness of households was not only revealed by the material used for fencing, it was 

also shown by the height of fence and the materials on the top of the fence. In city planning and building 

industry, the commonly recommended height of ideal concrete fence for residential building is between 1.00 and 

3.00 metres (see Plate 2). The concrete if imperforated should not be more than 1.00 metres. Therefore, an ideal 

building fence should be made up of perforated blocks or iron/steel works with inserted spaces which should be 

on top of 1.00 metres imperforated fencing materials.  
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Plate 2: An Ideal Fence 

The specification is fully adopted in Abuja city planning and it is highly enforced on developers. This 

specification, while supporting maximum security does not undermine the healthy living and the aesthetic value 

of buildings. Fences that are imperforated tend to undermine ventilation and sink the visual beauty of buildings 

into oblivion. This often sends signal that there are likely valuable materials which needed to be protected in 

such buildings. Among sampled buildings that had fences, 27.8% of them had estimate height that ranges 

between 2.0 and 2.5 metres and 11.6% with heights above 3.0metres (Table 6). The highest concentration of sky 

rocketing fences in the urban settlements might be due to the fact that multi-storey buildings were more 

concentrated in these settlements. 

Table 6: Height of Fences 

 

Height range 

                              Settlement 

Rural Urban Total  

Freq % Freq % Freq % 

1.0 – 1.5.0m 101 19.5 50 30.5 151 22.2 

1.5 – 2.0m 153 29.6 17 10.4 170 25.0 

2.0 – 2.5m 147 28.4 42 25.6 189 27.8 

2.5 – 3.0m 62 12.0 30 16.3 92 13.5 

Above 3.0m 54 10.4 25 15.2 79 11.6 

Total 517 100.0 164 100.0 681 100.0 

Source: Field Research, 2014   X2= 31.96, Df=4 (P<0.05) = 7.78 

Substantial proportion of the buildings with no material on top of the fence in the rural settlements was 

29.6% compared with urban settlement with 23.0% (Table 7). In line with expectation, 15.7% of buildings with 

materials on fence had broken bottles on top in the urban settlement, and 12.8% in the rural settlements. From 

every indication, it is crystal clear that urban settlements were more security conscious than rural settlement 

because they were made up of heterogeneous people with divorced behaviours and motives. The use of burglar 

guard, fence, and material on fence, transparent doors and window as physical barrier helps in monitoring and or 

restricting unduly physical access. They are also efficient element of demarcating, various zones of defence. 

Entrances into certain parts of buildings are restricted with effective use of the aforementioned materials and the 

like. In Oke-Ogun, the buildings that were recently constructed were made of high fences that dwarfed 

bungalows and on these fences were mounted materials to serve as deterrent to undesirable elements that might 

want to scale the walls (see Plate 3 & 4), Materials on fence-bricks varied from broken bottles (13.5%), to spiral 

barbed wire (12.4%) or net barbed wire (37.0%) with the barbed wire being sometimes electrified to iron nails 

(9.0%) 
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Table 7 Materials on Top of Concrete Fence 

 

Material 

                             Settlement 

Rural  Urban Total 

Freq % Freq % Freq % 

None  171 29.6 41 23.0 212 28.0 

Broken bottle  74 12.8 28 15.7 102 13.5 

Spiral barbed wire  73 12.6 21 11.8 94 12.4 

Iron-nails 61 10.6 7 3.9 68 9.0 

Net barbed wire 199 34.4 81 45.5 280 37.0 

Total 578 100.0 178 100.0 756 100.0 

                      Source: Field Research, 2014         X2= 14.16 Df=4 (P<0.05) = 7.78    

  

 
Plate 3: A Typical Fenced Building in the Urban Areas 
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Plate 4: A Typical Fence that Dwarfs Building in Urban Areas 

Street Features Present within Settlement Types  

In the study area, the percentage share of each feature present goes thus; bumps (13.9%), street gate (52.5%), 

security check point (8.8%), warning sign or restriction (12.2%). A substantial proportion of buildings with street 

gates (79.9%) were found in the urban settlements (Table7.8).  

Table 8 Streets Features within Settlement Types 

Location of Burglary                               Settlement 

Rural Urban Total 

 Freq  % Freq  % Freq  % 

Bump 90 14.0 28 13.4 118 13.9 

Gate 280 43.6 167 79.9 447 52.5 

Check point  67 10.4 8 3.8 75 8.8 

Warning sign 100 15.6 4 1.9 104 12.2 

Others 105 16.4 2 1.0 107 12.6 

Total 642 100.0 209 100.0 851 100.0 

        Source: Field Research, 2014        X2= 101.22 Df =4 (P<0.05) = 7.78   

Warning signs or restriction as observed on streets include nobody is allowed to pass through this area 

between 11 o’clock p.m. and 5 o’clock a.m. Beware of dogs, you are under surveillance beware etc.). Bumps 

made on the streets were not only means of controlling reckless driving in the neighbourhood but ways of 

trapping the thieves on bike. Bumps in some neighbourhood especially in the urban settlements were used as 

check point by security men to authenticate the right ownership to vehicles because cyclists and drivers had to 

slow down to the barest minimum speed before passing through the bumps. The general thought of people that 

bumps retard the speed of escaping criminals was debunked by others that bumps were favourite spots for 

vehicle snatchers at night to punch on unsuspecting vehicle owners slowing down at bumps. 

(ii) Surveillance Structure in Oke-Ogun 

Use of Security Measures in the Study Area 

The use of private security personnel was at its lowest ebb in Oke-Ogun area and only 8.9% of households 

sampled signifying the usage. Out of this, a small proportion of households, 9.4% in the urban and 8.8% in rural 

settlements were with private security guards manning individual buildings in the study area (Table 9). The low 

usage of private security personnel/guards across the settlement types in Oke-Ogun might be due to the 

occupational status and the low level of income of the inhabitants. 

It was observed that the use of private security guards was an option available to a wealthy minority. The 

use of vigilante group as surveillance measure by households, whether undertaken by residents or persons paid 

by the community was widespread in Oke-Ogun in every settlement type, and it considerably varied across 

settlement types. At aggregated level, 26.6% of all households sampled in rural and urban settlements made use 
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of vigilante group. From the aggregate percentage of 24.4% of sampled households in Oke-Ogun that made use 

of security dogs, rural households (26.2%) dominates followed by urban households (24.4%). Appliances at 

home were very rare to come by in rural areas, while 17.6% of sampled urban households made use of 

appliances at home, 0.3% of the sampled rural households made use of it. The total aggregate percentage of all 

buildings sampled for the use of appliances at home was 4.3%. The total number of respondents surveyed that 

declared the use of charm as protective measure was 5.5% and the use were in ascending order from rural to 

urban areas. Households in the urban areas were more security conscious than rural settlement in Oke-Ogun 

Table 9 Uses of one or more Security Measures across Settlement 

 

Security Measures 

                    Settlement 

Rural  Urban Total 

Freq % Freq % Freq % 

Private security firm 99 8.8 32 9.4 131 8.9 

Vigilante group 334 29.5 58 17 392 26.6 

Local night watch men 156 13.8 33 9.7 189 12.8 

Security dog 296 26.2 63 18.4 359 24.4 

Appliances at home 03 0.3 60 17.6 63 4.3 

Burglar proofing 102 9.0 51 14.9 103 10.4 

Fencing 81 7.1 22 6.5 103 6.9 

Charm 60 5.3 22 6.5 82 5.6 

Total 1131 100.0 341 100.0 1472 100.0  

Source: Field Research, 2014           

Functional Street Light  

An affirmation of good functioning of street light was very low in the study area. Only 18.1% of all respondents 

in Oke-Ogun gave opinion that the functionality of street light was good while 25% of the respondents said that 

the functionality was fair. Of all respondents, 43.4% gave opinion that the functionality of street light was bad, 

and 13.5% of the respondents gave no opinion because there was no street light in their residences (Table 10).  

Table 10: Functionality of Street Light 

 

Functionality  

                           Settlement types  

Rural  Urban Total 

Freq % Freq % Freq % 

Good  138 15.7 59 27.8 195 18.1 

Fair 177 20.5 93 43.5 270 25.0 

Bad 423 48.9 45 21.0 468 43.4 

No opinion 129 14.9 17 7.8 146 13.5 

Total 865 100.0 214 100 1079 100.0 

Source: Field Research, 2014             X2=86.47 Df=3 (P<0.05) = 6.25              

Further analysis therefore revealed that the significant proportion of respondents across settlement types 

who gave opinion that the functionality of street light was good and fair majorly based their opinion on newly 

erected solar light in some wards in the study area. More so, analysis revealed that not more than 5% of all 

streets in towns of Oke-Ogun had street light. This implies that greater portion if not total, of the town would be 

in the darkness at night time, thus creating avenue for devilish works of night marauder. The situation might be 

worse in the rural settlements. And this might be the major reason why most houses made use of security dogs in 

rural and urban settlements for giving alerts on street marauder in the night. 

Policy/ Planning Implication and Conclusion 

The observed high fences that dwarf the buildings in the study area manifested unhealthy consciousness of crime 

that might threaten the community’s psyche with terror, and the failure of regulatory bodies. This violates the 

right height for the right construction for the right purpose in order to achieve spatial functionality that will not 

undermine ventilation. For planning and policy oriented remark, it is therefore suggested at this point in time that 

more Police officers should be recruited to monitor vulnerable spaces to augment the use of vigilante group that 

was widely spread and officers be strengthened with sophisticated security gadgets. These, apparently, would 

help partly to reduce the volume of crime occurrences in general and partly to redistribute criminal activities 

spatially. The argument being that as far as no area has more than its share of criminality, all things being be 

equal, no problem area would become incurable and pervasive in its effect if attacked at the present time. It is 

recommended that height of ideal concrete fence for residential building should not be more than within 1.5 

metres.  The concrete if imperforated should not be more than 0.9 metre. Therefore, an ideal building fence 

should be made up of perforated blocks or iron/steel works with inserted spaces which should be on top of 0.6 
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metre imperforated fencing materials. The specification if fully adopted and highly enforced on developers will 

not only support maximum security but will not undermine the healthy living and the aesthetic value of 

buildings. Fences that are imperforated tend to undermine ventilation and sink the visual beauty of buildings into 

oblivion. This often sends signal that there are likely valuable materials which needed to be protected in such 

buildings. 

The study concluded that protective measure adopted in Oke-Ogun to check crime prevalence varied 

spatially and that could be broadly classified into personal and collective efforts. Personal efforts were individual 

efforts and include fixing door and window guards, erection of fence, fixing of lighting systems, employment of 

private security men, use of alarm system, use of weapons (gun, cutlass, axe, and club) security dogs and 

traditional protective devices. The collective efforts were households’ efforts or public efforts aimed at 

controlling crime. The collective efforts as identified in the study area included landlord/tenants vigilante group, 

hiring of local security guard of Oodua people congress members at community level to safeguard residences. It 

was observed that the use of private security guards was an option available to a wealthy minority. There were 

also household/Police joint efforts which manifest through the activities of Police public Relation committee but 

the activities were not given much recognition in most of the communities.  
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