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Abstract

The current economic recession in Nigeria has cdoven heavily on the nation’s economy in no smalywa
Even though crude oil still remain the mainstaytloé nation’s economy, diversification of economydan
exploitation of potentials of tourism resources seen as a panacea to the current economic meltaotire
country. This paper therefore identified variousriem potentials and resources readily availabléaéncountry.
This ranges from water tourism resources, vege&tatigm resources to land scape tourism resourcds an
anthropogenic cultural tourism resources. The asthlabserved that tourism planning and development i
Nigeria is under- exploited despite the enormougials. Thus, the paper suggests strategiesdptday the
government, private sector, host communities a$ agelorkers in the tourism industry to alleviabe fpoor
state of tourist centres in Nigeria. The paper kafes that the tourism sector has very huge patientihich if
fully supported and the menace of terrorism andhajging is curtailed in Nigeria, will contributegaificantly

to the economic diversification everybody is yagnfar and Nigeria will bounce back from the two edgword

of economic meltdown ravaging the country.
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INTRODUCTION

The national economic recession currently beingeegpced by Nigerians came at a time when demodgacy
gaining momentum in the history of the countryNigeria unlike some African countries, crude otliding its
derivatives, had been and may remain a prominentife of Nigeria's external sector; and by impiicat, the
pivot through which the nation’s economy revolvéke fact that the demand for the nation’s crudebyithe
USA and other trade partners has drastically retl@ea the sharp fall in the price of the commoditythe
World market has ploughed Nigeria economy intoaerimess, it is pertinent that the government ghdro
stakeholders should start looking at other possésito bring the country out of the present gitura

It is disheartening to hear that a country notadhfer leading role in oil production and exportatia the
continent of Africa suddenly became broke the gor@mt now goes around begging for grants and lbans
foreign countries to finance her budget. As thas wat enough, the country considered selling héiomal
heritages just to remain float while over thirtyllah Nigerians are unemployed and more than twhionilost
their jobs owing to the economic meltdown ravading country. It is now a must for Nigeria to divgrser
economy and venture into other resources that wanildculously boost her ailing economy if Nigeriaeg not
want to be once upon a time in the corridor oforegi For this not to happen, the authors expldredamorld of
tourism which is the world’s largest export earard is considered by many to be the largest indastrording
to WTO, (2004) as the best compliment of oil exatmm in Nigeria.

Tourism according to WTO (2009) comprises the #@tiv of persons travelling to and staying in pkce
outside their usual environ or not more than ongseoutive year for leisure, business and otherqees Paul
(2000) defined tourism as recreation activitiesureng at least one night's stay away from homdofeing a
recreational interest. To him, tourism involves thevement of tourists from a generating region testination
region for the purpose of adventure or relaxatiourism as defined by Ibimilua (2009) involves thevement
and stay of foreigners inside and outside a cityegion, provided the journey and stay of the gfearis not
connected with remunerative activities. Despitielivariation in the aforementioned definitionstofirism, the
bottom line remains that tourists especially theeifgners would have to contribute positively to go®nomy of
their hosting communities since monies will exchahgnds.

It is no more news that tourism has been a majoemgeor of economic wealth for developed natioks li
UK, USA, Italy, Japan, China and the UAE. Todayriédn countries such as Kenya, Tanzania Maurittigypt
and Botswana are reaping the socio-economic andhpkygical benefits that are associated with tooris
planning and development. Rural communities in Nagéouse some distinctive peculiarities which ¢an
transformed into attractive tourist centres likeavibe existing centre have been neglected as # wdsthe
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country’s over reliance on crude oil (Jiboku eR@l0). To worsen the situation in Nigeria, notgi@esonalities
in the country such as Politicians, Governmentcafs, Academicians and Business executives’ jetobuhe
country at will to visit tourist centres in foreigrountries all over the world at the detriment béit own
neglected and or poorly developed ones. The cpwidie in Nigeria possesses considerable poteritalthe
development of tourist attractions. This is becatis& in such an area that the native and theuralltheritage
have been less disturbed compared to an urbamgdRiaul 2000). Other things being equal, the degfe
availability of such tourist resources in any givesuntry will depend on the extent of her ruralitgcause
beautiful natural sceneries as well as culturaleats are far more available in the rural thamiban areas. The
less developed countries much more than the desélopes therefore posses more of the potentialthéor
development of rural tourism.

Nigeria, being a developing nation is still predoamitly rural and so much diverse both in ecologg an
culture. The many ecological zones present a rmosnmon opportunity for the development of various
natured-based tourist attractions. Similarly, thdtiplicity of culture in the country provides a g setting for
the evolution of various cultural heritage basadtigt facilities. Given this background, this papeamines the
emergent trend in the development of rural and rurtmurism resources to jet Nigeria out of her pmése
economic wood.

Mativation for this Study

In Nigeria today, all the states of the federatan financially sick and nearing being grounded.siVstate
governors owe workers up to a whole year salargaast Industrial actions are no longer strangehése
governors because of their over-reliance on thethhpmllocation from Abuja which has drasticallydteed.
The acute fall in the price of crude oil in the Womarket couple with pipeline vandalization in thger-delta
area has incapacitated the Federal Governmentsthalige her financial responsibility to all cateégerof its
workers. Government is in huge foreign debts aildvednts to borrow about $30 billion to financertennual
budget. The country’s economy may collapse comlgiétehis trend continues and to avert what hageeto
Ghana’s economy in the early 80s in Nigeria, difieetion of Nigeria economy to tourism and agricué is
therefore advocated by the authors.

Tourism has grown rapidly to become one of the aéerforemost economic phenomena. The WTO in the
year 2000 estimates that international touristvatsi in 2020 will reach 1.6 billion worldwide andurism
receipts will exceed 2 trillion US dollar. Since shaourist centres worldwide are found in the r@@nmunities
and about 60% of international tourists can be idemned as nature-based tourists. A study carrigcbgithe
World Resources Institute in 2000 also claimed thisttype of tourism is increasing at an annugd od 10% to
30% and will continue to play an important roldriternational tourism (Reingold, 1993).

Tourism Resour ces and Potentialsin Nigeria

Nigeria tourism resources are diverse and largagxplored. Adejuwon (1993) categorized tourism veses

into two; they are natural tourism resources otlegwknown as nature-based tourism resources and
anthropogenic cultural tourism resources’ as aanfientioned, substantial numbers of natural touresources

in Nigeria are located in the rural areas while sahthe anthropogenic ones are in the towns aiebci

This section of the paper will therefore identifiydaassess the tourism resources and their potendiaiards
solving the economic crisis in Nigeria. The teriune-based tourism is generally applied to tourastivities
depending on the use of natural resources whiclairein a relatively undisturbed state, includingrsery,
topography, waterways, vegetation, wildlife, andtural heritage (Ceballos-Lascurain, 1996). Thas# many
more shall be discussed here under.

Water Tourism Resources

These are tourism associated with water bodiesjngovaterand water relief such as lakes, rivers and oceans.
Nigeria is blessed with an 800km coastline stretgHrom Badagry in the west to Calabar in the e@ke
beaches along this coastline which are low lyinthwinaximum elevation of 3m above sea level are lseaten
and present excellent sites of beauty for beaobrisesBeaches all over the world especially in éldeanced
countries are well developed for tourist resortswidver, beach resort industry in Nigeria is stillits infancy.
The Bar-beach, Lekki beach and Badagry beach ins.agve been the most frequently visited beachepae
with those along eastern Mediterranean coast. Tia@ofni sea-side beach in llaje Local Governmena are
Ondo State and many others along the coast remdieveloped or underdeveloped.

With the oil slump now, water tourism could be expld as a source of earning for the country. Since
Nigeria is blessed with vast and naturally bealtieaches, the development of coastal beaches ettt
foreign and local tourists. Springs such as Iko§@arm and cold springs in Ekiti State and Wikki waspring
in Bauchi State as well as water falls in Erindigsvater fall in Osun State, Ipole-lloro water fallEkiti State
and Asop water fall near Jos in Plateau State dhalab be commercialized and privatized for thedbetent of
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the nation’s economy. The Ikogosi warm and coldngsr flow side by side and come to a meeting p@nd
flow onward together with each spring retainingtitsrmal identity represents uniqueness and misedyis the
first of such occurrence in the world. The warmspaccording to Kukoyi et. al (2013), has a terapae of up
to 700C Celsius at the source and 370C Celsius afeeting the cold spring. The meeting point of tive
springs is a unique attraction to tourists. Thengpsprout out and flow with a constant temperatmd volume
up to 150 litres/second every day, all seasonsyedr round. Another unique quality of the springsts
acclaimed curative power. It is widely believedh@ve some kind of therapeutic effects which rekeledy
aches, heal water borne diseases and all sorith@rais. This site will certainly for a long timétract tourists
especially foreigners which will in turn the ailireconomy.All natural and artificial lakes, conflaen river
ports, river banks and delta all over Nigeria sticag developed to international standard to attrigdors.

Vegetal Tourism Resour ces

The idea behind the establishment of the initialiddeal parks and game reserves in Nigeria was atept and
ensure the survival of wildlife and their habitadthough, the system of parks and game reservegsstilabe to
some extent in its infancy, the current need farristm development to earn foreign exchange shoelthublt
into the operation of many of these areas. Nigeriabundantly enriched with forest/game reserviapst
evenly spread across the country. There are abtuf@est/game reserves in Nigeria (Onokerhora985},
although, less than 10% are actually developed.fifétegame reserve was established in Yankari,cBaBtate
in January 1956 which covers 2244sq/km of savanmadiand. It is now well stocked with wild animaikd
Elephants, Hippos, Leopards, water-bucks, Buffaléegelopes, Baboons, Monkeys, Lions, Hyenas, Gexzel
and a wide variety of birds (Emielu, 1996). Anothdéraction of the game reserve is that it has mmwspring —
‘Wikki warm spring’ which is usually used as a swnimg pool. Today, there are national parks in Qgainji,
Okonu, Oban and Abuja and scores of other gamevessall over the country.

The Kainji lake National park, which is made upBafrgu game reserve with an area of 3970sg/km and th
1370sg/km Zugurma game reserve in Niger Statehasca large variety of stock. These include amdhgrs,
Buffaloes, Leopards, Lions, Hyenas, Elephants, BabpMonkeys, Hippopotamus, and Manatees. Duriag th
dry season, the Oli river breaks into pools cout& the main grounds for sports fishing. River i®IBargu
sector and Manyara River in Zurguma sector of tim&k provide very good grounds for sports fishinglsd year
round. The Kainji Lake is 136 km long and 25 knitatwidest point bringing the total area to abo&d&y/km
(Ajayi et al, 1982). The park operates an all yeamnd cruise on lake Kainji which offers unique oppnities
of viewing local and migratory birdlife and repslen the lake. Visitors to the lake Kainji Natiompalrk will be
opportune to enjoy a conducted tour of the natigm&mier Hydro-Electric Power Generating complexhat
Kaiji dam. There are also a number of historicssitebe seen in the park.

Old Oyo National park formerly named Upper Ogun ®anReserve is located in Ifedapo Local
Government Area of Oyo State. The park if well deped according to Afolayan, (1987), is capable of
attracting visitors from all over the world becawdéts uniqueness. The park was formed from theddOgun
River and Old Oyo forest reserve established in6198 was changed to Old Oyo national park in 1988.
Historically, the park was is located in an areacllwas the nerve centre of the Old Oyo Empire. fities of
the capital — Oyo-lle still exists within the padgnstituting a high reserve of central material$listorians and
archeologists.

The National park is endowed with a diversity ofnaal species. The following mammalian fauna have
been documented by Ayodele, (1988) and may be aarmpsly observed in the park. Baboons, Buffaloes,
Bush-buck, Caracel, Civet, Elephants Genet, Hunting, Kob,Monkey and White-tailed Mongoose. The
commonly observed birds are; Black kite, Cattle dEgDoublesperres, Green Pigeon and Green backed
eremomela, Grey hornbill, Guinea-fowl, Long credteavk eagle, langhing dove, Purple heron and Osids
crocodile, Nile monitor lizard, Hinged, TortoiselaBk cobra, Rock python, Royal python, Agama lizardl
chameleon are among the reptiles commonly fourtdrpark.

The advantages of preserving our natural environrimethe form national parks and Game reserves are
obvious. First, well developed National park backéth adequate publicity will no doubt encourage thflux
of both local and foreign tourists to such areasoAa well developed and functional park will en@ge
business- oriented people in such localities testin other revenue generating ventures which fuither
boost the local economy in particular and the cguint general. National park organization and mamagnt
according to Ayodele (1988) had performed wondersadosting the economy of east and North African
countries. Nigeria too would benefit immensely framature preservation and tourism, given her diverse
ecological zones, plants and animal species.

Forest Reserveg/Forest Plantation
Forest reserves are the area of land where variefighree species are planted in large numberstfzere
harvesting are strictly controlled by the governtndiney are different from the ‘open’ forests whiate not
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controlled. Threes play an important role in thedi of human being. In rural environments, foregrgne of
the few rural activities which can be successfitiygrated with agriculture, wildlife conservatiamd water
resources development. They are thus potentialauaggefor recreation, leisure and tourism (Areol@96l
Onokerhoraye, 1985).

Just as it was observed in game reserves earlibisrpaper, one of the attractions of forest nes®iis in
the appreciation of the beauty of nature. The eitva normally arises because much of the forestgoeirgin,
there is possibility of seeing and admiring uniguents and threes. The reserves and plantatioogatside a
good setting for camping. Forest reserves unlikeegeeserves are wildly spread across all the thiktates of
the federation and in all the ecological zonesha& tountry. The number of forest reserves in Niagevas
rapidly increased between 1900 and 1980 bringmpiial to 936 at the end of 1980 (Afolayan 198Vhile the
first forest reserve was established in 1900 ak@imeji in Oyo State, the largest number today Bomu State
while Lagos State with only one has the smalle$ter& is no doubt that there is a relationship betwe
population pressure on land and the extensiveridesast reserves.

L andscape Tourism Resour ces

These tourism resources are related to the unapagtaphical structure of many areas in Nigeria assult of
morphological formation and geomorphological preess These special resources are found virtuaiyl ithe
thirty six states in Nigeria and Abuja, the FedeCalpital Territory. Examples of such resources igeNa
include ; Idanre and Oke Maria hills in Ondo St&emorika hill in Edo State, Olosunta hills andl®
Inselberg in Ikere Ekiti and particularly Efon Alga hills which are the watershed of Rivers Oni, @and
Owena. There is Esa cave in lyin Ekiti which has tapacity for over 600 people and Ogbunike caws ne
Onitsha in Anambra State, the Olumo rock in OguateStZuma rock in Abuja, Obudu cattle ranch in Gros
River State and the Mambila Plateau which has tacdtize cool temperate environment. Riyom Shalls bin
the top of Jos Plateau which happen to be the kighaints in Nigeria. Unfortunately, most of theéserism
resources mentioned above are vastly underdevelmmedntapped.

Sport Tourism Resources

Nigeria should use sport tourism potentials to gatechuge amount of money. It has been discovédratdtihe
developed countries such as the UK, Spain, Itagrn@any and France generate billions of dollar mgrfiom
stadium gate fees, television rights, taxes froay@is, coaches, and other workers in the spotteckkctivities.
There are stadia built across the federation aregibnal stadia are built across the six geo-palizones of the
country would help Nigeria bid for FIFA and othatdrnational tournaments as it is being done byttSAérica
Brazil, USA and other European countries earlientio@ed. The huge population of the country compavith
other African countries should be utilized in spmirism by sensitizing and encouraging the citizém visit
stadia across the nation and watch sporting aetiviThis will not only generate huge amount of mpio the
government but will also elongate the life spathef citizenry. Sport tourism provides opportunity felaxation
and aids physical and mental health of human body.

Cultural Tourism Resour ces

Nigeria is greatly endowed with varying culturalaptices and festivals across each state of thedtdoe.
Countries with heterogeneous culture and promatetiveils such as Brazil, Cuba, India, China andddmave
benefited tremendously from showcasing their rishures and heritages. Annually, millions of custutourists
visit these and other countries to observe andadigipate in cultural festivals, rituals and ganfakintola and
Areola 1982). This type of tourism has providedfplan to attract foreigners to spend their monethim visited
countries which has had ripple effects on the hatibns’ economies.

There are hundreds of cultural festivals, carnivalsnual tribal rituals, cultural games and traail
celebrations in Nigeria which when properly develd@and publicized would be quite ready to becoriveeca
of sorts to all lovers of culture, nature and leésiExamples include; Eyo festival in Lagos Statsun —Osogbo
festival in Osun State, Abuja, Cross-River and fatcourt anuall carnivals. Others are Argungu ifigh
festival on the river Sokoto, Olojo festival inlie, Udi-iroko festival in Ado-Ekiti and Ogun Féstl in Ondo
city and Ikere-Ekiti. All these remain either undieveloped or underutilized in nigeria despite begiogential
destinations if rural tourism potentials are préypbarnessed, packaged and promoted.

Other Areasfor Tourism Attention

Palaces: Nigeria is also blessed with a lot of Obas’ palwhich should interest both local and foreigrrigis.
The preservation of palaces like that of Alaafin@fo, Ooni of Ife, Sultan of Sokoto, Emir of Karlewi of
Ado-Ekiti and that of Oba of Benin will serve astoirical landmarks that can provide the educatioead of
the tourists as well as presenting the diverseosadlitural settings our great nation.

Burial grounds. There are quite a lot of eminent graves in Nigéhat can serve as tourist centres . For
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example, the myth surrounding the grave of Birik&igbo in ljebu-Ode area in Ogun state is thattheen of
Shebba died on that spot. We have the memorablegef Chief Obafemi Awolowo at Ikenne in Ogun 8tat
Tafawa Balewa tomb in Bauchi, Fela Anikulapo Kuii Lagos. Lt. coronel Adekunle Fajuyi and Adunni
Olayinka Tombs are also in Ekiti State. We alseehidne burial grounds of some past prominent tiauhi and
spiritual leaders such as Alaafin of Oyo, Oonifef Nnamdi Azikwe popularly called ‘Zik of Africaand pastor
Ayo Babalola, a renowned world evangelist. All thesxd many more tombs in Nigeria are capable aidibg
tourists.

Venerated trees and gods. Certain venerated trees are found scattered indtetry. The spiritual significance
of such trees and gods such as Osanyin and Iféedie@s in the ability to forecast present and fataccurrences
as well as revealing past hidden occurrences. @hegapable of accurate predictions and forecasfifgptball
match results as it was done by the German’s Ostapi2010 FIFA world cup tournament held in Soéftica.
The venerated trees that readily come to mind deline Ore tree in lle-Ogbo close to Owo in OndateSand
Oju Olobun tree in Lagos. There is the need togrkesthese super-natural gods and trees so thatlthaot fall
off like did the trees under which the first setroissionary deliberated in Badagry area of LagadeStThese
trees and others will definitely provide a kind tolirist attraction for the young generation whoaithf and
exposition may find the sight of such monument viatgresting their preservation will also presettve potency
of supernatural forces and African beliefs beftneadvent of western religion.

Museums and other historical architectural and modern laawd® in Lagos, Abuja, Benin, lle-Ife, Oyo, Owo
and Kaduna will definitely attract local and foneitpurists if they are well managed and maintained.

Strategiesto Improve Tourism Centresin Nigeria

Tourism is of central importance to social, cultiaad economic lives in the twenty-first centuryoi@g by the
tourism potentials of the country, it is crystadal that tourism remains a most viable foreign arge earner
for Nigeria and will help in creating employmentpaptunities for many Nigerians and expatriates. risou
according to Awartete (2005), Ogunboye et al (2008noska (2008) and Ekechukwu (2010) has beenrregho
to be a major resource and foreign exchange eantred the second single item after crude oil amldvtrade.
Thus, in order to get Nigeria out of her preseramcof economic recession and to reduce our ovendigmce

on crude oil as the mainstay of the economy, the &stors i.e. government and the private sectouldho
established a roadmap strategy capable of doingnthgic. The authors therefore suggest the following
strategies among others as the panacea to theramomelt-down currently ravaging the nation.

The three tiers of government in nigeria shouldeutake an inventory and identify all the existimpa
potential tourism resources of the country fortiartdevelopment. One major challenge in planningigeria is
the paucity of data Awaritete, (2005). In Pannidgyelopment and redevelopment of tourist sites igehf,
there should be a specific focus on sustaining bla¢hrudimentary nature of tourist activities adlvas the
possible advantages of it. Government should thezeprovide a sustainable and conducive environrfant
tourism investment to strive by facilitating, protimg and coordinating partnership with the privagetor for
tourism development. Mc William (2007) states tfmattourism to actually generate the potential rmethere
is need for partnership between private and puddictor operating in the area. It is therefore eigrador
government for government to leverage the privatetos expertise in evolving a pragmatic changeha t
tourism industry. The era where each state govemnhimes its own politically motivated tourism agersifeuld
be done away with.

Government should do the needful for tourism preomand awareness. The foreign missions should be a
the head of Nigeria's tourism promotion internadityy This could be done by re-organizing ‘Know i’
exhibitions and programmes which would be gearegids educating the world on the warmth and hol#gita
of the Nigerian people and the abundance of tosiies. Also, the Nigerian Tourism Development @ogpion
(NTDC) needs to be strengthened so that Nigeriaevatve a national policy on tourism and rural depenent
that would harmonize divergent efforts of local atate governments. With this, all willing investawill only
take directive from one central body even thoughttiurist attraction centres are scattered all theicountry.

As observed by Ozgen (2003), the local resident® liae capacity to positively influence the outcoofie
tourism developments in their communities. They banactive drivers of change and promotion; belmg t
immediate members of the community, there is a neazhsure that they accept the development, swtiiy,
there will be a sense of belonging on the parheflbcals. This will in turn give them the feelitigat the success
or otherwise of the development is their collectiwsiness. Community engagement and impact of dprent
must be given high cognizance as lack of commuaitgeptance will have adverse on any development.
Government should therefore facilitate regroupingittages through the creation of central marketyn and
tourist centres in specific parts of rural landgcaphis will be a source of opening up the ruralarwhich will
balance tourist demand, local human, cultural atdral resources.

Unawareness of tourist sites and the lackadaisittéide of locals to the centres within their coomity
have shown that there is need for conceited effonighe part of tourism regeneration planners awall
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development officials to engage with the local camities in order to promote tourism at communityels.
Tourism industry according to Ibimilua (2009) ispehle to employ millions of Nigerian while over $Q
billion annual earnings is being targeted from ismurindustry alone worldwide. It is indeed disheamg and
comes as a surprise that Ayodele et al surveyethout in 1990 revealed the following; only 55%d\afierians
were aware of tourist destinations in their ara#, af this figure, 46% of them were academics froigher
institution of learning; a negligible 5.8% and 2.3%were among civil servant and business executives
respectively. This demonstrates a chronic caseaivareness and seeming lack of interest at leas$teopart of

the respondents.

Government urgently needs to work hard at reortemtaof Nigerians about the value of our local
resources. There is urgent need for integrated aolidtic reorientation of all the stakeholders likse to
adequate and attractive publicity in other to fetattention and patronage of tourists. The autthenefore call
on the National Orientation Agency (NOA) to be he tforefront educating Nigerians on the potentifis
tourism as a huge source of massive foreign exehang

Development of infrastructures such as roads, camgation facilities, electricity, water, hotels ahdalth
safety facilities should be properly developed amdvided in manners that will minimize the ecoladic
footprints of tourism and to a standard that enages internal and international tourism. This & d¢imly way
the positive gains from tourism can be maximizelake Pproportion of income that is lost in local araasording
to Porosser (2002) as leakages can be controltad.réquires the understanding of the many wayfstthaism
can leak out of an economy (Vaugeois, 2000) araalor effective strategies that can be devisenhituimize
it. Sedai (2006) stated that lack of proper infiastures like hotels, shopping and cultural adgeitis a major
impediment to tourism promotion. Easy access toigoudestinations through good road network isiengry
requirement of tourism attraction of a place, tihgeant development of excellent road network to tierist
destinations will help improve the strength of #igaction. Infrastructure development should begipriority
in Nigeria. Government at all levels should thereftacilitate, promote and coordinate resurgentngaship
with the private sector to achieve this.

Effective training and education should be provitbgdthe government in order to create professisnai
in the industry towards efficiency in service deliy. Tertiary institutions should be encouragedruo
undergraduate and postgraduate programs in towirhospitality. This could be done by awardingagsh
grants and counterpart founding to the institutidiraining and retraining as identified by Ekanag/¢R012) is a
key factor to the success of any organization. €urand future staff and workers of Nigeria touriamd
recreation centres must be provided with propénitrg in terms of communicating, accommodating aadvice
delivery to the visitors in order to create visigatisfaction especially the foreigners. The visitshould be well
briefed about the activities and services provided the centres. They could also be given relevant
documentation regarding possible questions thébvssmay ask.

Finally, if the current security services provideyl the security agents are not improved upon ineNig
the fear of being killed by the Boko-Haram insurigeim the north, kidnapping for ransom by the Nidelta
militants in the south as well as abduction of pedpr ritual activities in the west may keep fapeitourists
away from Nigeria and also keep all the aforemewtibrecommendations permanently in a refrigeratediec
for decades. We hereby call on all the concernghoaities to beef up security in the country sa@aschieve
the objectives of this paper.

Conclusion

Tourism today globally has become a major sourceveaapon of economic diversification for many coig,
underpinning the service sector and forging eféectbackward and forward linkages with the rest tod t
economy allowing new employment and income earmipgortunities. Nigeria remains a land of stupendous
potentials and what the government needs to do et its heart together and do the needful. Thesl rier
economic diversification is now and overwhelmingcdese of her defining mono-cultural economic
characteristics where only one commodity dominatgmrt and provides the bulk of foreign exchange.

At this juncture, it is quite expedient to engalge private sector in the reorganization of tourisdustry in
Nigeria. Huge funds need to be injected into thirugtry by the government and provide a level pigyield for
potential investors. It is hoped that if governmeigbrously deal with the menace of terrorism (enfed by the
Boko-Haram sect and Niger-delta militants), thepmbm of the strategies for tourism developmenriigeria as
a way of economic diversification will definitelyescue the country from the woods of the ongoingnentc
meltdown.
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