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Abstract
This paper reviews roles newspapers can play inicgircorruption and what seemingly unassailabldl@hges
they faced in facilitating the anti-corruption cade by Olusegun Obasanjo administration betwee® H9@
2007 in Nigeria. The 1999 Constitution of the Fadl&epublic of Nigeria (amended) says the mass angutll
at all times be free to uphold the fundamental abjes and directive principles of state policy amhold the
responsibility and accountability of the governmémtthe people of Nigeria The paper observes thHatew
newspapers can fulfill these social and constit#iaesponsibilities in both tangible and intangilays, the
effectiveness of newspapers in acting as forcemstgeorruption in Nigeria is, however, threatenby factors
both intrinsic and extrinsic to the media such #&ial immunity and secrecy, lack of access toicéi
information, moral obligations to the ethnic comrnitynprofessional integrity and responsibility, &udial
independence, physical threats, harsh economidtiesabnd more. The paper concludes that unlessethe
challenges are surmounted, newspapers may largelgin stymied in their anti-corruption roles anddiions
and hardly be useful in any efforts to curb coriapin the country.
KEY WORDS Newspapers, Corruption, Anti-Corruption Crusadeallenges, Constitutional

Responsibility

1. Introduction

Corruption like law, truth and beauty has no comin@ecepted definition. Corruption appears a nelmsikerm;

it is behaviour. A wide range of behaviour candrened corruption. Hence corruption covers a widgegpm of
human conduct. Moody-Stuart (1994) makes a helgifstinction between two types of corruption which h
categorized as “grand” and “petty” corruption. Gitarorruption is political corruption usually invamhg senior
public officials and politicians with social, ecanix, political and bureaucratic powers. The laftercrime
involving common criminals and individual activieof officials such as policemen, customs officers,
magistrates, etc.

In Nigeria, practitioners of grand corruption aneblic office holders, political leaders and bureats who
participate in public administration and hold piosis of public trust as heads of state, governaisjsters,
legislators, chairmen of councils, commissioneesreataries, special advisers and personal assistaesds of
government departments, and the councillors. Tha&e® corruption elitist and the seat of governntast
fulcrum of grand corruption.

Official corruption in Nigeria has evolved from theetty to the grand, from occasional and uncommon
phenomenon to an endemic, widespread and orgafézadédre of society (Odekunle, 1986). Nigerians réga
public office as the primary means to gain acceamtimited wealth. Public office opens the widagenue for
public officers to loot, embezzle, defraud, swinddeculate, misappropriate, rob, cheat, thief aedlpublic
resources with impunity ((Oko, 2002; Nwabueze, 2083@bese, 2008; Smith, 2007). So, whether serving o
retired, Waziri (2002) says “our Nigerian militapglitical, economic and policy elite have remaimeddatory
and rent-seeking and see the country as a bazaat1).

Corruption is Nigeria’s biggest single problemhéts not only sapped public trust in government,itolias cost
the government and the people of Nigeria povertg anderdevelopment (Ayua, 2010). A report done by
Nigeria’s Economic and Financial Crimes Commission 2005 revealed that the country’s successive
governments stole and misused about 400 billionddfars during the last four decades of thd' 2@ntury
(Smith, 2006). Corruption in Nigeria squandersvhst resources available to this nation and has bédactor

in the country’s ailing economy, crumbling infrastture, clanging poverty, pauperized citizenry, ahor
regression, disunity, violence and crime (SmittQ20

A report of the Political Bureau (FRN, 1987, p.2XB)ce stated that corruption “pervades all strdtéghe
[Nigerian] society—from the highest levels of thelifical and business elites to the ordinary persorthe
village”. Many (Oko, 2002; Nwabueze, 2007; Smitb02; Agbese, 2008) now believe that corruption Eetes

all aspects of public affairs and the Nigerian stciGeneral opinion is that public affairs andvaté business
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can hardly make progress without indulging in soomgrupt practices. In government, the judiciarye th
universities, the police, the army and other inftihs, corruption has become the main engine tfigc

The country’s image as bastion of bribery, venaldpd deceit has remained constamer the years and
unswerving with perception surveys detailed by $pamency International, (TI). Tl, the German-Betiased
watchdog of global corruption ranks Nigeria amohg most corrupt countries of the world. It rankeidexia

first in 1995, second in 1999 and 2003. In 2004eNa was ranked as the third most country in theldvo
Current Tl Global Corruption Perception Indices sistently put Nigeria in the top quintile of coua most
affected by corrupt politics and petty bribery (sparency International 2012, 2013).

Reducing corruption in Nigeria certainly requir@sensive and protracted efforts but one way to makeic
servants more accountable, Pezzullo (1998, p. 8@, $s to include “an aggressive and unfetteredgirand to
promote an efficient and proactive media. ThusStapenhurst (2000:2) avers, “the media can plaitiaat role

in promoting good governance and helping to curlrupdion by investigating and reporting incidenags
corruption in a professional and ethical mannerhisTpaper explores roles newspapers play in curbing
corruption and draws attention to the seeminglyregpable challenges of official immunity and segyréack of
access to official information, moral obligations the ethnic community, professional integrity and
responsibility, editorial independence, physicak#ts, and harsh economic realities etc which nfigkeing-
corruption in Nigeria impracticable. The paper dades that unless these challenges are surmounted,
newspapers may remain stymied in their roles andtions and doomed to failure in any anti-corruptidforts.

2. Review of Anti-Corruption Efforts in Nigeria

Past governments in Nigeria acknowledged fact afuption and have tried to stem the pandemic bsit, a
President Olusegun Obasanjo himself (2000) salgs, ¢tire often turned to be worse than the diseasehest,
according to Odekunle (1986), purported crusadamagcorruption often are reduced to occasiortah-ialite
struggles, squabbles and backstabbing. Our coslitet have controlling influence on the form, patteand
degree of effectiveness of control of corruptionNigeria, and have always frustrated laws and siras
erected against corruption.

The Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau CPIBatdished by the Muritala/Obasanjo administratiorl®75
achieved very little because the same corrupt kshigefrustrated the Bureau by outlawing the useffiflavits

as instruments for anti corruption purposes (Ekpgbese, and Mohammed, 1985 May 27). In the Second
Republic, President Shehu Shagari acknowledgetirtbenting rubbish’ of corruption but public offideaunder
him and the legislature frustrated the Code of @eh@ureau under Isa Kaita (Babarinsa, 1986 MayEKphu,
Agbese, Mohammed, and Giwa, 1985 May 27).

General Mohammadu Buhari administration pursuedWer Against Indiscipline (WAI) with an apparent
sadistic zeal but ended up protecting another grafuporrupt military officers with yet a Public Gders
Protection Against False Accusation Decree in 1@<4pu, Agbese, Mohammed, and Giwa, 1985 May 27).
General lIbrahim Babangida is believed not to haaéerany serious attempt at stopping corruptionrapdted

for being “benign in treatment of corruption allégas among principal officers in his governmer®bpyega
1996). If anything, Ogbeidi (2012:9) says corrupticeached an alarming rate and became instituticathl
during Babangida’s regime. Nevertheless the regeteup a Committee on Corruption and other Economic
Crimes and War Against Corruption (Diamond, 199&jl&Imam , 2004). The late General Sani Abacha
launched his War Against Indiscipline and Corrupt/Al-C, and sermonised on the devastating impdct o
corruption but his crusade lost much credibilityemthe merely “deployed six acting administratorsfib guilty

of corruption” and himself “proved most stupendaupublic treasury looting” (Rupert, 1998; Agbo,9¢9.

The government of President Olusegun Obasanjo wagecgainst corruption and established the Inddgen
Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) and the Econ@nd Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) but lack o
political will and commitment to attacking high-kvcorruption diluted his government’s actions ursuit of
greater transparency through these agencies (Aiy@@08 December 1). He left office with anyonersely
applauding him for his anti-corruption war (SoyiniZz®09 March 4). The general impression remains ttie
Obasanjo government has gone “down in history @srtbst corrupt administration in Nigeria”(Agbes@0a, p.
201). Political leaders under him frustrated thé-eorruption structures they themselves put incela The
corrupt leadership in 2002 for instance, amended@#®C Act to further weaken it for the flimsy reaghat:

ICPC is daily turned into a veritable weapon ofigicdl manipulation and
assassination of characters leading to serioushiligdgap in the operations
of the commission and doubts on its objectivityangparency, fairness,
relevance and continued existence (Ekenna, 2002rbieer 9).
The Goodluck Jonathan government professes@ed war against corruptioabservance of due process and
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respect for rule of lawas well as repositioning and strengthening thd-camtuption agencies in his
Transformation Agendbut The Punch(2013, October 21) says President Goodluck Jondtha, three years in
office, failed to demonstrate purposeful leadersdnig only pays lip service to fighting corruptiomdaprudent
financial management. A 2012 report to the Uniteates Congress by the Secretary of State John Kwdrigh
alleges massive, widespread, and pervasive coorupti all levels of government and the securitgdsralso
insists that President Goodluck Jonathan governmastnot implemented laws effectively, and théiciads
frequently engage in corrupt practices with impyififdedoja, 2013 April 21).
Major financial scandals within the period not higadproperly by President Goodluck Jonathan adinatien
consist of massive fraud, corruption, and inefficies in the operation of the fuel subsidy progranintiuding
failure of EFCC to produce any convictions fromiitgestigations and trialsSgnday Punch2012, November
25; Adedoja, 2013 April 21). The oil subsidy prolwbich involved Representative Farouk Lawan in bmgbe
allegations Yanguard 2012 June 15) and scores of other corruptionschise the stealing of 32.8 billion naira
($210 million) Police Pension Fund (Shuaib, 2012riA17; Daniel, 2013 April 10Sahara Reporters2013
January 29), as well as fraudulent contracts awandsiey laundering, embezzlements and misapprapriar
outright theft of billions of naira by public offals and politicians are evidence that officialsguently engage
in corrupt practices with impunity ( Adedoja, 202pril 21). Cases likethe purchase, with public funds, of
bulletproof cars for Stella Oduah, a Minister ofi#ion certainly do not demonstrate purposeful ézadip and
a commitment to fighting corruption and prudentaficial managementor, according to one newspaper
editorial,

At an exchange rate of N155 to $1, Oduah’s vanibuleh establish eight cottage

clinics of N30 million each, or fund the sinking B® boreholes in a country where

only 17 per cent of its 160 million people haveesscto pipe-borne water, according

to a UNDP reportThe Punch2013 October 21).
Some even believe that present poor financial statthe Economic and Financial Crimes CommisskEfdC)
is a clear indication that the administration ofe$dent Goodluck Jonathan is not committed to finght
corruption (King, 2014 February 06).

3. Role of Newspapers in Combating Corruption
Media play key roles in investigating allegatiorfsimpropriety in public affairs and exposing cortigm and
corrupt practices (Stapenhurst, 2000hese roles become even more important when egigpiolitical
institutions are weak and inefficient in ensurirgg@untability of public servants (World Bank, 199Tredible
media, therefore, exercise strong influence overpiliblic and play an important part in revealingioper and
unfair administrative actions and corruption (Pélpz1998).
Mass media as main expression of public opinioreHang been recognized (Coronel, 2009) as havicglso
and constitutional responsibilities in monitoringovgrnment, exposing its excesses and ensuring that
governments are accountable to the governed. Théulnoess of the media as active participants in the
responsibility to rid society of corruption and prote good government is undeniably established and
guaranteed in most constitutions of nations. Sec?® of the Constitution of the Federal Republid\ideria
1999 states that:

The press, radio, television and other agencieth®fmass media

shall at all times be free to uphold the fundamentgectives

contained in this chapter and uphold the respditgiband

accountability of the government to the people (FR8B9).
This constitutional role requires the newspapersasal institutions to be responsive to socialbpems and
needs, to serve the political system by providinfprimation, discussion, and debate, and as watchdugr
government (Coronel, 2009). This suggests that phess can strengthen democratic institutions by
conscientiously and effectively investigating sysé¢ic corruption (Center for Democracy and Govecean
1999) that now holds Nigeria society hostage (Sn#07). As Stiglitz (2002, p.29) remarks, “the@sHong
been recognition that on their own, governmentsthait leaders do not have the initiatives to disellet alone
disseminate information that is contrary to thaterest”. But free speech and a free press ngtraake abuses
of government powers less likely, they also enhaheelikelihood that basic needs will be met (Stdpest,
1999).Accordingly, media can act as a force agaipstuption in ways that are both tangible andrigthle
(Stapenhurst 2000). Tangible ways media can cuntugtion take a variety of forms. Most spectacw@arong
them is when corrupt bureaucrats or public officddars are impeached, prosecuted or forced to iresigr
their misdeeds are made public (Stapenhurst 20B0Nigeria, the most spectacular manifestations ianed
potential for curbing corruption had been the fdreesignations of Mallam Salihu Buhari, Evan Enwere
Chuba Okadigbo, Adolphus Wabara, and more recerudliyjcia Ette, Adenike Grange and others for wémbee
scandals of forgeries, falsifications and contisgams. Githongo (1999) also relates the role tHepandent
Kenyan press played in the firing of a MinisteH#alth, Mr. Donald Kimutai in 1996.
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Simon (1998) provides contemporary examples frortinLAmerica where a surge in media reporting on
corruption helped force no fewer than three heddstate from office, namely, Ecuador’'s Abdala Buacar
Venezuela’s Carlos Adres Perez and Brazil's Femalel Mello. When public officials lose their jobedause
they have been found guilty of corruption, Stapeshiy{2000:5) says, “a variety of related deterretats
corruption such as public humiliation, loss of pigss social standing and income, among others, are
simultaneously reinforced”. Furthermore, the podititurbulence that follows the ouster of high pailoifficers
helps increase the standards of public accountgbitiereby providing another tangible deterrentmajor
corruption by others in the future (Stapenhurst®00

Even when reporting on outright corruption or otlgeiestionable behaviour by public figures does leat
directly to indictments, prosecutions or impeachtseBarbash (1994) says it can still help shapdipbbstility
to such activities that can ultimately lead to &deal defeat for individual politicians or indeefibr entire
governments. Sometimes mere inquiries by jourtsalisn the absence of a story’s publication ocaiclusive
proof of wrongdoing — can lead to a tangible resgofrom authorities eager to protect their reportetiand
those of the institutions they represent (MarsdehRobinson 1987).

Media can also curb corruption by identifying flamrsd weaknesses in laws and regulations that caecltmate
favourable to corruption (Stapenhurst 2000). Indsing, authorities are prompted to change or cemsid
changing those laws and regulations. Such preskurechanges to laws can come in form of specific
recommendations from a medium such as was theoa¥& LC Radio in Indianapolis which concluded aissr
of pieces in 1984 and 1985 that examined past ptoru in the government of the US State of Indiana
criticized weaknesses in existing laws which itdsedbuld lead to more corruption; and the effectdviddmi
Herald series which prompted US authorities to amimaleral banking regulations (Investigative Jolisna
2000).

Journalists’ stories can sometimes play criticégsdn reinforcing the effectiveness of public adiruption
bodies. By simply reporting in a regular detailedywon the work and findings of anti-corruption bexli
Stapenhurst (2000) maintains, journalists candbpiliblic support for work of anti-corruption bodiasd
reinforce their legitimacy, thus creating a clim#ttat make politicians less inclined to meddle irundermine
their operations.. When aggressive reporting saip®n and amplifies key findings of prosecutarsestigators,
legislative committees or other public bodies thakstigate corruption, Macdonell and Norris (198@y, this
cannot but raise public pressure for corrupt adfcito be held to account and may also encourajeesges to
wrongdoing to step forward and testify about wihatytknow.

Most often though, independent media can act is fasgible ways as indirect check on the sort ofugion
that would otherwise flourish in the absence of kvpalitical competition. By simply presenting a iedy of
points of view and thus fuelling public debate invay that enhances political and economic compaeiiti
Stapenhurst (2000) says, independent media cameatsccountability, open up alternatives to dealiriid
corrupt networks, and create incentives for palitieaders to move against corruption.

And when independent news media foster debate eofstint that encourages members of the public to get
involved politically, and when the media take thad in pressing for enhanced civil liberties in athihey have
a strong vested interest like freedom of expressiohnson (1997) says, they play “a counterweiglet against
factors closely correlated with high levels of eqtion: low level of mass participation in politiend weak
protection of civil liberties”. Otherwise, Agbajed01) mourns, Nigeria may remain essentially, daespavith
low levels of political participation, opennessrtsparency and accountability, and respect foviddal rights.
4. Challenges against Newspapers Curbing Corruptiom Nigeria

Like other institutions, newspapers often face miees not all of which work to enhance the ovecaility of
information and the transparency of decision makilayurnalists who seek to expose corruption oftaveho
face both moral and physical challenges. In Nigahia most obvious challenges to raising public raweass
about corruption, investigating and reporting ireits of corruption in a most professional and elhianner
are media accountability and transparency, morégation to ethnic community, official secrecy alatk of
access to information, government policies andbastirestrictive laws and legal actions.

In many developing countries, a common criticisne tyears, according to Stapenhurst (1999), is Heaptess
acts in unprofessional ways and is itself unacalet In Nigeria, unprofessional acts by the poften border
on questions of sensationalism, considerationsootext, accuracy and fairness, balance and conmgsse
integrity and responsibility. The Nigeria Press @ali(1994, September 6) found cause to expressecarat
the press which “... in a bid to sell, rattles th@shbilities of decent people in society, not jugtthe bold
exhibition of lack of finesse but, more unfortugtéy blatant publication of unverified allegat®of a nature
bordering on criminality”. In most cases, accordiogAkinfeleye (2003, p. 11), ‘“little attention fsaid to
accuracy, coherence, truth, clarity, fairness, rxada objectivity, and simplicity in news reportih§Vhere the
press is “characterized with prejudices, hatregk, land fraud” and “with lack of balance and echedring”
(Agbese 1997, p.65) then, its ability to detect eochbat corruption cannot be meaningfully increased
Indeed, the Nigerian press is even considered twlyept, prejudiced, and dishonest. The love ohayoand its

61



New Media and Mass Communication www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-3267 (Paper) ISSN 2224-3275 (Online) JLIELE

vol.22, 2014 NSTE

corrupting influence are part of all professiong the complicity of journalists in corruption hasftla sour
feeling of disgust, frustration and anger amongciiianers leading to disgust, frustration and an@@konta
1991, Ajibade 2002, I1zeze 2006). Ciditor could not hide his dismay and | quote hineagth:

The brown envelope is, perhaps, the most eloquadeece that journalists

accept gratification in the course of their duti€kis, like nothing else, has

tarnished the image of the Nigerian press condidierdlost of us have at

one time or another decried this practice withtaaahigh-minded feeling of

hurt. My understanding is that the gratification riew offered in more

acceptable colours of the envelope such as whitelu®. A more serious

variant of this is the practice by some news editorask their reporters to

make daily returns to them. Reporters who coveptiigical beat, said to be

the most lucrative, make such returns. Those wht dwe yanked off the

beat by their news editors or editors (Agbese, 2001
Bribe taking and corruption have blossomed intoigarhalaise that is killing the profession (Ajiba2802).
Clearly, where the press is not sufficiently clegfifgctive, strong and independent to lead refoecelise it is, to
some extent, part of the corruption problem (Aipet2002 May), efforts to sanitize society and giptite in the
campaign against corruption are weakened.
The challenge of moral obligation of the Nigeriarurnalist to his ethnic community is as threatenamgl
devastating as graft. According to Dare (1996),Nligerian press all too often mirrors the ethniclitcal and
religious cleavages in society when it should seekise above them. Sometimes it is even held wafty the
cleavages. Little wonder Agbese (1997) describesNigerian press as “characterized with prejudibesied,
lies and fraud”. Where this happens, the pressheadly reinforce its legitimacy and independencesi“the
responsibility of the press in exposing systemaltiases has been eroded by ethnic and religiousdesasons”
(Dare, 1997, p.457).
In Nigeria, the media’s effectiveness in the sttagm get rid of corruption is challenged greatly lack of
access to information. The culture of official ssyr transmitted throughout the Commonwealth byUhéed
Kingdom, still poses a strong challenge to the tfigdginst corruption in Nigeria. Along with pletloof other
laws, Official Secrets Act prevents civil servafrem divulging official facts and figures and albars anyone
from receiving or reproducing such information. Aating toDaily Trust (2012), the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA), signed into law in May 2011 has so been implemented only in the breach of its provisithan
in compliance by government agenciBgspite an increasing number of cases at thenatand state level by
civil society groups to test the FOIA, there halydreen one reported successful prosecution stngad passed
into law (Adepetun & Segun August 1, 2013). Thétigp know is inextricably linked to accountabilifyreely
accessible information pertaining to governmenivéies is necessary to ensure accountability fovegnment
officials.
In addition to constrained access to informatioigeNan journalists do not enjoy fundamental fremdo fulfil
their social and constitutional responsibility aflding government accountable to the people. Se@ of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 299 not judicable. Thus instead of protectingftem of the
press with absolute force of law as in the US Fmstendment, journalistic freedom is not only quatif but
curtailed by the same constitution in Sectionaf88 45 of the Constitution of the Federal Reputitligeria
1999. The former places prior restraint in owngrsifibroadcast media in spite of deregulation sndhctor and
ongoing democratization and validates and justiiey law made for purposes of preventing disclosafre
information received in confidence while in servimiestate or government or armed forces and paicstate
security service even after retirement. Sectionfutkher limits freedom of expression and of thegsr by
abrogating all rights and giving constitutional kiag to all laws made in the interest of natioredwity, public
safety and order, public morality, public healtld dar the purpose of protecting the rights anddoea of other
individuals in society. Certainly, these constitatkl provisions are in dissonance with anti-colinrpspirit, and
appear to confirm suspicions that government idgmewith corruption (Adedoja, 2013 April 21; King014
February 06).
Nature of corruption as a clandestine crime makeffficult to be reported. Even in spite of a ctiynlike
Nigeria where culture of impunity and lawlessnesifiza brute force to quell or silence the publ&jorld
Association of Newspapers says “coverage of organitsime and corruption has put journalists inlthe of
fire” (UNESCO 2012). That is, the risks assodlatéth reporting corruption are so high that jodista often
are subjected to threats, intimidations, physicatd, and outright loss of life. Consequently, ofitfear of
punitive reprisals, or simply out of malicious atxpce or out of the corrupt generating influencedkunle,
1986), journalists hardly ever summon courage amdstigative journalism to fight corruption. Thewriiten
norm is that

corruption by highly placed officials... though crimal, is not usually enforceable.
For ... the official position of the offenders discages the law enforcement
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agencies from proceeding against them. Hence iioruconstitutes...an offence

beyond the reach of the law (Onigu, 1986, p.17).
Thus in Nigeria today, the reality appears thategelly, independent journalism is not as commorit asay
seem, and there is an unspoken threshold beyorzhwhiticism is not easily tolerated. Between J2062 and
September 2003, Human Rights Watch (2003), recordede than 50 cases of reported abuses against
journalists and other violations of freedom of eegmion. Between 1992 and October 2013 many jostadlave
been brutally murdered by unknown assailants ineNég(Committee to Protect Journalists, 2013hese
numerous incidents are stifling and neither supfred, independent, effective, and proactive madiadefend
their key roles in investigating and exposing cptian.
In addition to lack of political freedom for prof#snal journalism practice, newspapers as busisessed
economic freedom. The Nigerian media have longatpdrunder harsh economic realities which ofteaatem
their viability “to an extreme degree (Olukotun,03). In 1999, the government put newspapers andniaes
on the Value Added Tax regime, along with commereghicles and spare parts. This tax policy corittad
international conditions for the promotion of amépendent and pluralistic press especially in Négehere
almost all raw material inputs in the industry amgported and publishers already pay VAT on newdprin
consumption, hard paper, chemicals and other ptmgumputs, as well as pay electricity and telemphdills.
Newspaper Proprietors Association of Nigeria (NPAYs, “to impose VAT on the press is a retrogvesstep
to make newspapers and magazines cost more ..."dfBhis 1999) and this has net effect of denying jubl
access to information and education of the sottititmeases standards of public accountability emcburages
members of the public to get involved and curb wation.

5. Conclusion

It is safe to conclude thabrruption is doubtlessly hampering Nigeria’'s soegmnomic and political progress,
creating social instability, crumbling infrastrucdy education, health and other services, and hexfieg low
standards of living. Violence and crime now chageee our national life. Countless efforts havdefdiin the
past because the main players are apparently saffagiently clean to withstand serious initiativéewspapers
role-play in curbing corruption can be extremelyuadle but journalists in Nigeria are seeminglygged by
their vulnerability to corruption, and are vitiatadt only by these inadequacies but also by ethaligjious and
political influences. Hence, in the presence of maerruption, the press may be deliberately commstchfrom
acting in its role as a deterrent of corruption.

To fight corruption successfully, the journalistsishfirst cultivate professional integrity and respibility, and
purge themselves of prejudices and corruption. &esipility is freedom and the capacity to chooderahtive
action. Professional integrity comes with deep lyy#o truth. The conduct of journalists is influed by
psychological, biological, socio-economic and padit factors but their ability to control theselu€nces is a
mark of true freedom. Until Nigerian journalistssed their freedom and independence from unwholesom
influences can they ever be committed to truth Wwhic the basis for journalism practice. But if Niga
journalists continue to be driven by greed and ®gaccepting favours from the rich and powerfukttshall
never maintain clean hands nor live above suspitiogverything they do, and their good sense amkitig
shall ever be muddied by corruption hence theyrerer be successful in making government accountabl
the people.

Nigerian journalists must also rise above ethniglitipal and religious cleavages in our society vanat
Mabogunje, (2001) calls the ‘two public syndrornte’fight corruption successfully. Obligation to teéhnic
community in Nigeria is strong, tends undermine riagonal system and is a strong contributing fafdo the
pervasive corruption in the country. But deep loyab truth and commitment to the common good can
strengthen the capacity of journalists in exposipgtematic abuses.

Corruption strives in secrecy. The fair presumpi®that secrecy means impropriety. Nigeria isdéy@ closed
society with low level of openness and official @y remains the basis for grand corruption. Freelyessible
information pertaining to government activitiestlierefore necessary to ensure accountability oegowent
officials. The Freedom of Access to Information AEOIA) was signed into law in May 2011 but it istn
doubtful that the Nigeria’s freedom of informatiant lacks in its provisions, is fraught with inctstencies and
regrettably, contains little to assuage the yeagsiof Nigerians for information accessibility andeeds
legislative rethink to bring it in tandem with déwmeed democracies of the world (Mmadu, 2011).Celgaonly
by proactive use can its potency against the pptaadership in Nigeria step up investigative répg to curb
corruption.

The Nigerian Constitution qualifies and curtailegdom of expression and of the press with Sec88rsnd 45.
Ongoing constitutional reforms must accord the Nagepress the kind of status accorded Americasspby
US First Amendment which says “Congress shall nmklaw abridging freedom of expression and of tesg'.
Sub-section two of Section 39 of the Constitutidrthee Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 arguably ficts
itself particularly on ownership of the broadcagtdia. Indeed, the right to freedom of expressicth the press
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can be unreasonably restricted and abrogated liyamyblaws as justified in the latter part of 3R(39(3) and
Section 45. But the media can play a positive ileldemocracy only if there is an enabling environiigat
allows them to do so. Journalists therefore nedubtprotected by laws that guarantee their rigtis.according
to Brunetti and Weder (2003), there seems to lieoaglink between the level of press freedom dredamount
of corruption in different countries where more ggdreedom indicated less corruption and a highetegf
press freedom appeared to serve as a strong determorruption.

More importantly, anti-corruption agencies - ICP@daEFCC - must be allowed to monitor budgetary
allocations to government departments and mingtoe specific development projects. This can hedgkt
movement of funds from public coffers and checkedsions to private pockets. The current situatidrens
ICPC, for instance, relies on public officials &port acts of bribery and corruption is impractiealf-or one,
public officials as accessories after the factmfaption are vulnerable and can never report @dion within
their circles. Besides, reporting corruption expobeem to personal risks. Secondly, the corrugtifigence and
power of corrupt officials above them is overwheimi Junior officials acquiesce and compromise yasid
this condition weakens ICPC whose power of prosecutlies on public officers to report corruptsadtience
ICPC should be legally mandated to monitor and fgagernment budgetary allocations and expenditures
All these measures would remain unproductive whheeleadership lacks the political will, credibjliand
integrity to fight corruption. To fight corruptiosuccessfully, our leaders must remain sufficiesthan since
enough evidence shows that those who wield govenhenghority are at the heart of corruption in NigeThe
leadership must show sincerity of purpose andipaliwvill in this fight against corruption.

Much of the research on the media and corruptienaha&ays centred on roles media play in curbingugion.
More research efforts need be directed at how thdianhad actually been performing these roles aitid w
degree of success especially in corruption pronatries like Nigeria.
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