Public Policy and Administration Research www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-5731(Paper) ISSN 2225-0972(0Online) H-il
Vol.8, No.8, 2018 IIS E

Gender dynamics in the development of the rural andirban
informal sector in Zimbabwe

Gladys Balance
Midlands State University, Zimbabwe
E-mail of the corresponding author: gladysbalance@ibcom
Abstract
This paper argues that the development of thenmibsector has been characterized by varied degrees
of dynamics which has to a greater extent shapedgémder bargaining in societies, especially antotigs
Zimbabwean men and women. Men and women in thenuabd Rural Zimbabwe have articulated the socio-
economic and challenges offered by the informalosedifferently. It is as a result of the differestticulations
that Zimbabwe's informal sector has seen a muchleigendered nature of the sector as a whole. Tiiss
current write up seeks to carry out an evaluatioth® gender dynamics of the rural and urban infdreconomy.
Special emphasis will be on the evolutionary aspéthie development since the country’s indepeneenc
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1. Conceptualizing the Informal Sector

Moser (1975) sees the informal sector as the uoban living in the slums, or squatter settlemeninid
in the cities of the developing countries. In lwéh this view the informal sector thus becomesradpct of
poverty and marginalization especially in urbartleetents. In as much as this may sound true, libisever
important to note that, in contemporary societresihformality is no longer centred on the urbaormpalone as
the affluent as well as rural communities have @soed the bandwagon of economic informality. Amgents
are also prevalent which support the view thatrimi@ activities are no longer a question of mariiynawith
regards to this view, Hart's (1973) popular evibrzs on the informal sector entrepreneurship cpts;cas well
as Cubit’s (1995) views, result in one concludihgtt the notion of the informal sector has beconoeenof a
seedbed of economic potential than a poverty tkrt (2001a) argues that the informal sector haeedd
become recognised as a universal feature of themathy economy, an observation which is synonymatis
the Zimbabwean situation since 1980.

From the time Zimbabwe attained independence irD1tB8re has been a significant increase in the
informal economic activities both in the rural anthan areas. Since the 1990s there has been egidénc
burgeoning informal back yard industries both ir tlow and high density suburbs of the country. The
emergence of the various backyard and home inésstrithe affluent zone of the urban Zimbabwe @1890s
has been a response to escalating costs of rubuisigesses in council designated areas. Thus Ra(&€29)
concludes that, unwillingness and failure to adhereéhe demands of the enterprise registration wuide
Companies Act and Assessment of productivity thhoggvernment taxation contributed immensely to the
emergence of the informal sector in Zimbabwe.

For Chiu (2008) the informal sector is a low praility backwater ‘sponge’ absorbing those who
cannot find productive employment in formal urbactiaty. This view is in line with the evolutionist
perspective cited by Hosier (1987) who concludes tie informal sector has the ability to grow &ad thus be
used in the alleviation of poverty. The World Baadcording Hart (2001) has promoted the informataeas it
is mandated as a formal institution to push forateviation of world poverty.

Despite the above views, evolutionists regard tiferinal sector as a system of labour exploitation
which will definitely increase the inequalities tween the rich and the poor. Bromley (1997) obsethas
economists and civil servants have been reluctaatknowledge the informal sector activities astlaimg other
than a ‘parasitic’ unproductive form of organisatemployment which has a detrimental effect on tdrenélly
regulated activities. According to Hart (1985) Matg also believe that the informal sector proptsmenmystify
the essential regressive and exploitative natutdisfeconomic zone. The Marxists prefer to refethie sector
as ‘petty commodity production’. In the Zimbabwesituation it is actually the capitalists who tewdbenefit
from the ‘petty’ commodity production as many aesrhuge company vehicles have been seen loadimigufier
from the home industries such as Glenview Severefobranding to suit their trade name.

Synonyms for the informal sector have been higidighby Hart (1970) and Lobsy (2002) as the
underground economy, black economy, unregulatedaoy. Guttman (1977) refers to the informal seeter
the subterranean or unfathomable economy. All tleegeressions allude to the fact that the infornedtar
operates outside the scope of regulated countiyitaes. In Zimbabwe the informal sector is largegferred to
as the black market (Chirisa and Dube, 2009).

2. Gender and the Informal Sector
Literature has shown that women constitute the ritgjof the workers in the informal sector in almos
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all the developing countries. According to resediotiings by UNRISID (2010) because of the largepartion
of women in the informal sector there is often adency for them to be involved in erratic and oftemrupt
segments of the sector. The percentages of thedenaresentation in the informal sector have kaarbuted
to a variety of factors. Chen (2001) argues for ¢asy accessibility and ready availability of theeter for
women as a major reason for the women’s parti@pain the sector. Other factors forcing women itite
informal sector are cultural norms, religious sewn and illiteracy.

Research by Carr and Chen (2001) revealed thatdheection between employment in the informal
sector and being poor is often stronger amongstewotian it is for men. According to the findings ®grr and
Chen (2001), men participating in the informal eedend to be over represented at the top segnodritse
sector while women are at the bottom tiers wheeg Hpecialize in trading perishable items.

According to McCall (2005) as cited by Abdi, CawmdaMohamed (2014), feminist scholars
increasingly embrace informality as a way of locgtivomen’s and men'’s lives within the multi-layedasocial
structures in which they are embedded. Gender dipsaim the informal sector points to intricaciesadtved in
the context of urban and informal sector develogmehnus, McCall (2005) concluded that an evaluatibthe
gender dynamics is important as it helps in expigirthe development and differences of the inforsedtor
from a geographical perspective. It therefore beximperative to discuss the rural and urban infbsactors,
appraising the gender dynamics that might havdititeid the emergence of the informal sector fra@8Q to
date.

3. Impact of the Neo-liberal Reforms on third world e@nomies

The promotions by the multilaterals such as thertmtional Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank
(WB) to liberalize production and markets in thaithern regions were observed by Desai and Pot@€8j2to
have been extremely harmful to low income groupke TUNDP (2000) also argues that the economic
participation in third world countries was becomingreasingly informal as a result of the aftereef§ of the
adoption and failure of the SAPs. Countries suctzZiasbhabwe and Brazil have been cited as some of the
countries that succumbed to the negative effectaedSAPs. Uni (2001) observes that the Econormigcttral
Adjustment Programmes have had more and more peafseing the informal sector as a result of thiefa by
the formal companies to retain the multitudes edgde losing jobs as a result of company closutestd lack
of viability.

4, The impact of the ESAP on women
Kinyanjui (2014) observes that ESAP had widesprimaplact on poverty and the most unfortunate

outcome of the programme was that it exacerbatedtiffering of women both in the rural and urbagaarof
the southern regions. As a strategy to lessen shéiering women and men resorted to economic médity. To
give emphasis to the role of women in supplementirgfamily income through informal economic adtas,
Visvanathan (1999) highlights strategies which getd women into solidarity groups for micro-finamgi
taking cognizance of the fact that most women dithrave any forms of collateral due to their sadistatus.
Micro-financing has therefore been regarded asadesty which is believed to have the propensitintvease
women'’s self-reliance and economic empowermentdhatiead to poverty alleviation.

5. The Informal Sector in Zimbabwe

Time series data on Zimbabwe’s informal sector $taswn that the country’s economy has become
increasingly informal (Desai and Potter, 2008)etature available on Zimbabwe’s informal sector slagwn
that the increase has been an outcome of the fecemsd Neo Liberal economic restructuring adogigdhe
Zimbabwean government in an effort to align itsigies with the dictates of the international comiityirESAP
has seen the government of Zimbabwe adopting fleniag policy documents: the Growth with Equity9@1),
The Transitional National Development Plan (TNDP3&1/82: 1984/5) and the Five year Development Plan
(1986-1990). All these were an outcome of the sa#itin that the larger section of the Zimbabwegpufzadion
relied on the informal sector. The over dependamcthe informal sector is a result of what HartQ@prefers to
as the collapse of the state which has resultetienwhole economy becoming informal. The five ypkn
stated the intention by the government of Zimbalevéormalize the informal sector by providing itttvithe
necessary infrastructure and assistance in the bbpesating employment and alleviating poverty exsally
amongst women.

The main objective of helping women was explaingdBlband (1982) who revealed that in the 1982
census approximately 90 000 women as compared t60POmen were in the informal sector. Mwalo and
Batezat (1989) acknowledge the preponderance ofemom the informal sector, although they emphatize
fact that women are often confined to a few ecowoativities associated with women’s multiple gendees.

It is imperative to note that even in current tiniles statistics of female participation in the imfal sector has
still maintained an upward trend.
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Chirisa and Dube (2009) highlights that the infoke@nomy in Zimbabwe has been in existence even
in the colonial era during the 1950s when the ‘Soyand Magaba’ home industries were opened tordartéhe
blacks who could not be absorbed in the formalosetitis however important to note that these hamdeistries
were mainly dominated by male activities as wonfemtwere confined to the rural areas as a restitteostrict
colonial rules especially the pass laws which detefree movement into the urban areas. Howewvecesihe
attainment of independence in 1980 the number ofehmdustries have, according to Chirisa and D28€9%)
grown to include, Gazaland in Highfield and otheragulated areas such as those found in GlenvieWw an
Chitungwiza. Of importance to note, is the factt ttee coming of independence also entailed thexagitan of
certain laws which enabled a human influx into thgan areas.

Having been engrossed in a state of economic gdiagnas a result of Neo Liberal Reforms the
government of Zimbabwe adopted a dualistic econateieelopment. However, the most unfortunate outcome
as noted by Dube and Chirisa (2012) was that thergment adopted polices such as Growth with Equity
Development Plan and The Transitional National ®lamich resulted in Government falling into finaadci
deficit. It was from this Economic Structural Adjoeent Polices (ESAP) that, the country was forcedrhbark
on export led growth, cutting on public sector speg and devaluing of local currency. All thesdiatives had
an impact on the people’s livelihood especially veomas family care takers, eventually drawing thewatrds
the informal sector.

Tibaijuka (2005) observes that the government tt@edectify the damage caused by the adoption of
ESAP by relaxing some of the colonial laws. Shauasgthat the move was to incorporate the inforraatcs
activities like flea markets, stalls and home irtdas into mainstream formal business activitiessjaite having
the good motive of assisting people affected by ESzhirisa (2007; 2009) argues against the motkisasad a
detrimental effect on the formal economy. The auirigtuation in Zimbabwe has the informal sectdingcas
what Kanyenze (2002) refers to as a buffer, fordicgttrends where it is providing a dumping grouiud
retrenched labour as well as being a waiting stafitw job seekers. However, despite the marked resipa in
the sector, Desia and Potter (2008) conclude thtatall that effort, Zimbabwe'’s informal sector hst#ll failed
to absorb all the people in need.

6. The Gendered Nature of the Informal Sector in Zimbdwe
6.1 The Urban Gender Dynamics

There has been the feminization of the cities assalt of women infiltrating into the areas fornyerl
recognized as male domains. Also in areas likekinguvi Street in Harare, well known for selling aunotive
spare parts, women have also infiltrated the traities move is reinforced by Kinyanjui's (2014) obssion on
people (women) indentifying livelihood opportungiand organizing collective action.

A closer analysis of the outcomes of ESAP reveadswa dimension of gender inequalities amongst the
Zimbabwean rural and urban dwellers. According he€ley (2011) the economic crunch and shifts reguh
pushing couples into gender atypical work and famdllations. In most cases the gender dynamicsrbeco
evident where women who previously had been detebne cultural practices to engage in cross boarder
economic activities started migrating to greenestyr@s, leaving men to look after families. Chelé2911)
emphatically stresses that the previously, formaligployed fathers, become ‘at home’ fathers whileirt
women engaged in the informal economic activitgustain the family.

The above changes save to counteract the traditmaraeption and gender relations in Zimbabwe
which have since time immemorial been too patriakcfihe Zimbabwean state has had an idealised imfge
men as bread winners, thus the household heads amefeored in the gender prescriptions. From a gende
dynamics perspective this outcome also becomes riatoas it has visibly resulted in shifts in faynil
arrangements which promote a change towards geogetity.

In the early 1990’s domestic violence in Zimbabwesvinighly characterised by feuds between couples
where women who would have become cross boarddergdaced challenges of being demeaned and pedceiv
as socially deviant. However the turn of eventsaasesult of economic hardships factored in new gend
dynamics where the men’s demolished economic pasitihas in actual fact led them to becoming less
authoritative and understanding to the importarfagamen participating in the informal sector ecomyo

Premised on the negative behavioural tendenciesoofe female traders, the development of the
informal sector may to a greater extent be percewith a negative eye given the fact that someheffemale
participants in the informal sector economy adoftedavioural tendencies which often clashed witkucaily
prescribed norms and values. This view has beerhasiged by Boyle and Ali (2005) who conclude thwe t
interactions women have during cross boarder tgadften challenge the patriarchal gender arrangesmerihe
Zimbabwean African tradition. Boyle and Ali (2006pserve that, migrant acculturation theories arg¢equ
applicable to the urban migrant as well. This hise deen observed to be true of the Zimbabweanamigr
situation. A lot of women who migrated into the ambareas often come into contact with new avenuds a
opportunities as well as new institutions, whichl lzabearing on the new urban culture informing gleanon
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individual personalities as well as them becomioguiurated thus compromising the patriarchal statuthe
Zimbabwean men.

Shifting material conditions have been observedAbid (2014) to affect people’s normative gender
arrangements. Men construe challenges to theirdbieaer roles as challenges to Patriarchy. Abid1®0
argues that women’s operations in the informal@ebtive been perceived as a threat to patriarchig fAas
been observed in the Zimbabwean informal sectoeff@hale relationships, where men especially ineidudy
1980s and mid 1990s tended to frustrate women'saralirs to migrate even for short periods becatifeeo
insecurities. Thus the gender dynamics at thist@oid time favoured the male decision making pmsitespite
the fact that it was the women who suffered thetmd®n the family livelihoods were threatened.

In the worst case scenarios, where women succdedstjage in cross boarder trading, they often had
their fruits fearlessly squandered by men. Foraimsé Seabrook (2007) observes that due to the tropaeing
unemployed, there has been the profligacy and édlerof the poor ‘men’. In the Zimbabwe contexts thi
situation has been rife since 1980, and especdiér the 2008 economic crunch, the Zimbabwean hzame
become the improvident poor. According to Seabr@il07) such outcomes can be evidenced by prevalgnce
gangs of men who have become typically addictedriok and have an extremely high propensity towards
criminality. A transit walk in the high density sutbs of Harare would depict a clear picture of infality,
where men are inclined to wasting hard earned mameimmediate comforts rather than saving theinsca
income for important purpose. The results havengfi@nted to complete immersion of women into tiferimal
sector to cater for their needs as well as thoskedf children.

Women informal traders have found it difficult tegitimise their economic activities as compared to
their male counterparts in Zimbabwe’s urban livEisey have often encountered what Desai and P@@€8]
refers to as prohibitive costs and convoluted hurestic procedures, which have usually disbandedtfrom
legalising their activities through acquiring hawkdicenses.

Observation of what has been happening in Harané&smal sector saves to reinforce Rai (2008)’s
view on how female vendors are often harassed yigipal police due to their failure to subscribete ‘petty’
corruption which by any standards has become emdemZimbabwe’s informal sector. Despite the fdwtt
both men and women face the same challenges ohdpdwi pay bribes to the police, the gender dynamism
became skewed towards women because of the infeaterial they trade which may not fetch them mtech
adhere to the bribes subjecting them to more pblizassment.

With reference to Zimbabwe’s urban informality, wem have faced a number of constraints as
compared to their male counterparts. Desai anceP(008) argue that the saturation of the inforseadtor is
often argued to have negatively impacted on worhetine with this view, Desai and Potter (2008)udk to
lack of working capital through limited access tainstream financial institutions, as well as coricion in
high competitive low income markets like vegetalmading. Desai and Potter (2008) has concluded dsade
from women’s heavy representation in the inforneadtsr, their limited skills and resources confiherh to the
lowest tiers of informal activities which is verypical of the Zimbabwean informal sector situatiwhere
women are concentrated in what Mwalo and BateZ&gq)Lrefer to as the ‘low circuit’ economic actieg that
are labour intensive and have very little dependemtthe overhead capital.

6.2 Rural Gender Dynamics of Zimbabwe’s Informal Setor.

Culturally it is a known fact that Zimbabwean womerthe rural areas suffer from deprived status and
often endure long periods of subjection to oldemega and men. It is a result of such dynamics thadtryoung
and disadvantaged women in rural Zimbabwe have #eerurban areas as an escape from subordination.
Research findings by Rai (2008) conclude that tiram centres often become free areas to be indepeadd
to get away from the rule of the people at home. fAiost women who migrate to the urban areas they ar
ensured of earning money, lodging and acquiringp@rty regardless of sex, seniority or marital gafAccess to
such material goods by women as a result of engaigirinformal activities, informs the changing na&tof
resource ownership. Such developments often enthallenging the women’s inferior rural status whaihce
time immemorial had been ascribed to them. Thugusdch circumstances the gender dynamics in fhenal
sector become apparent.

In the 1980s; it was highly characteristic for Zmblve's communal system to have been biased
towards men. The pattern of land holding often ltedun men owning and controlling considerablepgmdion
of total land while the female counterparts have hery little hope of any importance in their livéhis has
been emphasized by Rai (2008) who observes thatrihd communal land tenure system women cannetitnh
land although widows may at times retain the ustheif deceased husband’s field as de-facto holgédieads.

In some cases transfer of land to unmarried womgndaughters with illegitimate children was frowngpon
by the cultural authorities. Therefore, one mayobashe that Zimbabwe as a state has been found nggintithe
area of social transformation despite policies &lbiguch as the Land Reform Programme (LRP). Chamgie
(2000) concludes that the LRP in itself did notrétiate the exploitation of women; neither did iaie greater
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equity based on egalitarian ethics. It is therefresult of such unfair treatment that urban asemkinformal
sector employment become secure zones for the naldigerural woman in particular.

Another striking feature of Zimbabwe’s rural agaarieconomy after independence has been, according
to Chingarande (2000), the relative scarcity oticable land which impacted negatively on women.nvdéo
were systematically denied access and control ef lamd resources due to the patriarchal tendenzies
maintaining male status quo and exacting autharigr women. With very little hope of improvementtheir
lives, women opted to migrate into the urban ared&gre hawking become a way of life. Rai (2008¢reto the
business of hawking as extremely gendered. Amatigstity traders, it is the women who carry out detual
selling of goods while men act as suppliers whedrdo various destinations to source for an assemt of
trading commaodities. This view is also in line wittD’s (2000) conclusion that women spectrum ranges
self-employment, unpaid family labour street vedio collection of junk for recycling.

For those who despite the economic hardship chtms¢ay put in the rural areas, they have joined
informal sector through the help of Non Governmk@ayanisations (NGOs). According to Seabroak (2002
NGOs have come up with income generating schen@sciedly for women creating a division between men
and women. The period starting from 2000 to datstr@mbabwean rural areas have seen an increabe in
extension of micro-credit schemes especially tougsoof women who are often excluded from the formal
banking system. This has seen the emergency of wanganisations such as the Indigenous Businesséf¥em
Organization (IBWO) as well as other micro finarcedit schemes all meant to assist women to deuékeip
entrepreneurial schemes.

It is also important to note that the activitiesthe informal sector have adopted a new twist in
contemporary times as has been witnessed by theviwomovement of the informal actors from the rural
urban and urban to rural respectively. Desia artteP005) illustrate the possibilities that theran flows can
work either direction in the rural and urban infalmsector. For instance the 2008 Zimbabwe economic
meltdown witnessed multitudes of both man and wornawelling to and from the urban and rural areas i
search of staple food for trading.

Despite the challenges of the informal sector,gbider dynamics that become apparent are that both
rural and urban women have often emerged from tff@al sector participation empowered. Moser (3001
supports the above view by observing that womeerited new ways of making money for their families t
survive through aggressively participating in théormal sector. Again for Moser (2001) women astegory
of informal actors, often travel over long distamocehere they have developed commercial networks e.g
Women’s Round Table in Zimbabwe which has seen woftyeng to faraway places such as China, Dubai@tc
acquire trading commodities. Kinyanjui (2004) assempports the view by Moser by acknowledging thabugh
the informal sector activities women just like mean now travel across borders and this morbidity teen
transformative and liberating for women thus bnmgiabout an important gender dynamic in the Zimbabw
context which is quite contrary to the patriarctetidencies of female subordination and confinenerthe
private sphere.

7. Conclusion.

The write up has shown that the Zimbabwe’s inforsedtor has been progressing at an alarming rate
since 1980. This has had both positive and negatipects as shown by the emergence of gender dgsami
which from a cultural perspective have the impdatralermining the patriarchal status quo hence comjfsing
the prevalent Zimbabwean power relations. Howevethe other hand the development of the sectobbas
applauded for having the positive results of hawimmen empowered in their own right to the extéat they
have been able to live sustainable livelihoods.sTbhne can conclude that indeed the developmenheof t
informal sector has been influential in the emeogeof varied gender dynamics.
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