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Abstract

This paper offers a ground-breaking perspectiveustainable ecotourism. It argues that the animatse wild
have social, economic, aesthetic, psychologicallogical, medicinal and ecotourism functions. Ireithl to or
arising from this, hunting has become a threathto @animals in the wild. It is an unprecedented eavide
problem that has led to the extinction of sevepalcges. Hence, the necessity for the protectionildiiife from
further threats. To this end, this study identifte current barriers to sustainable wildlife maaragnt and
conservation as inadequate environmental awaresmadseducation, lack of progress in establishingonat
parks and gardens, ineffective legislation and wediciary, as well as socio-cultural and econopricblems.
Hence, this study recommends public enlightenmedtealucation for the enhancement of public undedsta
and appreciation of wildlife, as well as implemeiata of environmental laws, biodiversity legislatiowildlife
conservation acts and ecotourism policies. Thispapncludes that bushmeat hunting should be dtedrin
order to save animals in the wild from further Isgraent, and for the attainment of sustainable ecstn.
Keywords. Biodiversity, Conservation, Poaching, Tourism, Wi&] Exploitation.

INTRODUCTION

Pressures on the earth’s natural sys terms havi® ledncern about these systems ability to mairqaadity of
life o r even to support present and future pojugiHyde and Reeve, 2011:22]. Human activitiegehposed a
great threat to the environment.  Millennium Ecatdsyn Assessment (MA) [2005] argued that the earth’s
ecosystems have been dramatically transformed ghrbuman activities. Also Swiderska et al [20188exted
that the human actions are fundamental and to ge laxtent irreversibly changing the earth’s divgrsi
Examples of such activities are population growtld @hange in land use, illegal grazing of livestoolsh
burning, excessive poaching, and human harassnieamimals. All these are causing havocs to ecokbdgi
literacy and sustainable ecotourism.

Phil-Eze [2007] declared that in the effort of minexploit the maximum actual and potential valués
biodiversity, inevitable losses are encounterede ihktlentified the reasons for biodiversity losspasiching,
urbanization, land use changes, the demand for, fasdwell as industrialization. Likewise, Obi [Z)0
identified over-exploitation, destruction of haljtpollution, and deforestation as major causebiodiversity
loss. Other justifications are catastrophic preessintroduction of new species, internationaldraf biotic
resources and several other factors [Miller andoBpan, 2009; Jay and Scott, 2011; Fatubarin, 20@8jilua
and Ibimilua, 2011; Raven et al, 2010; AdesiyarQ2&Enger and Smith, 2010]. The biological divisrén the
environment helps us to maintain the functioninghaf ecosystem, provides drugs and medicine, ahdnees
food security. Above all, it is an indispensaldset to ecotourism.

The values of wildlife are numerous. They includeonomic, social, cultural, aesthetic, psycholdgica
ecological, medicinal, scientific, genetic, reci@a&l and educational [World Wide Fund, 1999; RedEsB3;
Hunter, 1990; Ajayi and Halstead, 1991; Hummel Bettigrew, 1991; and Shah, 1996]. Lawal [1995] {goki
that the presence of wildlife in the environmentfpens recreational, economic and educational pEepo
Specifically, he noted that man’s desire to speisdldisure hours relaxing encourages him to wantiéov
animals habitats. In a like manner, Santra [20443sified the values of wildlife under commodigmenity,
ecological and ethical options. By his classifimat the value of wildlife for recreation and taam falls under
amenity. That is, the value of visiting, viewirand learning about the wildlife and their natunenunities.
Wildlife values have also been classified under vskies and non use values [Emslie and Brooks, ;1999
Redfoyd and Mockrin, 2005; Estes, 1991]. Ravemalgf010] pointed out that wild animals are usefal
medicinal, agricultural, industrial, aesthetic,ieth and spiritual purposes. The most importaaiti® humans
place on wild animals is for food both for subsiste and commercial purposes [Redford and Mockrid@52
IUCN, 1996; Jachman, 1998; Martin and Martin, 198R] his own opinion, and from ecotourism pointvaw,
James [1999] advanced that wildlife has recreataonomic and cultural values. Other values of \&itimals
identified by him are clothing, tools, as well aaterials for rituals and handicrafts.

.Wild animals are good materials for tourism, reskarecreation, school excursion and project, hizag
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animal hire service, advertisement and picnics [@aekinnon, 1986; Bushell, 2005; McNeely, 2005; Géer,
1995; Shaller, 1993; Davies, 1990; Nelson, 2007khould be pointed out that in Zimbabwe and othigican
nations, some ranchers now earn more money managing species of wildlife for ecotourism in a tiieerse
landscape than they would from raising cattle laralscape with reduced biodiversity [Enger and Bn#010:
47-48]. Nevertheless, all over the world, the hantwild animals has caused a drastic reductiothénspecies
of the animals in the wild. As a result of its renous values, wild animals are being hunted (waddjvat an
alarming rate that poses a threat to environmentsthinability.

A remarkable menace to environmental sustainakiitgluding sustainable ecotourism) is bushmeatihgn
The Wildlife Protection Act 1972 [quoted in Jose@B09: 254] defined hunting as the act of captyrkilding,
poisoning, snaring and trapping of any wild animalso, it includes an attempt to do so or evewidg an
animal for the purpose. Researchers have confirtinedthe phrase ‘bushmeat hunting’ is mostly dssed
with the hunting of wild animals for their highlyiped meat and feet [see World Wide Fund, 1999zain et
al, 2007; Emslie and Brooks, 1999; and Joseph,]20D8e consumption of bushmeat (the meat of wiloirals)
is a widespread custom because wild animals atievieel to be sweeter, richer in protein and conlaiver
cholesterol than domesticated animals. Bushmeatsansumed by people living in towns and citiesvall as
rural dwellers. It is a delicacy in countries likggeria, Congo and Cameroun in West Africa as aglBelgium,
Brazil, Paris, Brussels and France. A review tréiture revealed that wild animals are also hufdedheir
hides and skins for clothing, leather, bones amdyiv World Wide Fund [1999] noted that wild animalre
hunted for traditional medicine, food, jewelriesnie, bile and other parts. Moreover, many anirasdshunted
for protective charms, egg collection, mask and latnu Wild animals are also hunted for the purpose
education, research and management, or for zoomarsdums.

Another major cause of wildlife hunting is interioatal trade in wild animals. Researches have cowfit that
illegal sale of endangered and threatened speaig$onced many animals to extinction [see Jack9189CN,
1996; Karen, 1996; World Wide Fund, 1999; Martirn avartin, 1982; and Bushell, 2005]. Bush meat mgnt
is responsible for environmental pollution, atmast 0zone depletion, global climate change andib@érsity
loss. Ganderton [2000] submitted that the indigsnpeople see hunting in their traditional wayshasart of
carrying on their traditional lifestyles and comuiat interest. He reiterated further that the &poals do not
have much consideration for the protection of hiedsity or ecotourism.

Critics have mentioned however, that a wild anineals be hunted when it becomes dangerous to hufaarin
this sense, animals are hunted in self defensel[&msd Brooks 1979; Technical Centre for Agrictdtand
Rural Cooperation, 2004; Joseph, 2009; Martin arattidl, 1982; Jachmann, 1998]. Apart from bushmeat
hunting, there are other stresses that put the anlidhals at risk.  This include industrializatidmusing,
poisoning, urbanization, increasing level of ecot, pollution, wastes, and other environmentallleimges.
To this end, James [1999] opined that negativeceffof bushmeat hunting include over exploitativabitat
loss, indifference to ethical and intrinsic valuas, well as conflicts with various forms of landeusSeveral
other researches have also revealed that bushhuetihg that are associated with bush burning isngathe
adverse effects of loss of soil, pollution (aindeand water), loss of trees, reduction in grakimgl, loss of farm
land, as well as loss of biodiversity [see Hunf&90; Ajayi and Halstead, 1991; Joseph, 2009; Rddémd
Mockrin, 2005; and Adetuberu, 2011].

Bushmeat hunting is a peril to sustainable ecadour When it is left uncontrolled, it leads to tiinction of
rare species. It endangers some species in theanddmakes others to be vulnerable. Uncontroligatihg
denies ecotourists of the distinct identities dfedent wild animals. Over hunting of bushmeat daave
disastrous impact on ecotourism as it can leadetdirte in the patronage of ecotourist attractiofiis will
invariably reduce the people’s awareness abouwitie varieties of wild animals. Thus, for the attaent of
sustainable ecotourism, illegal and uncontrolledtimg as well as over-harvesting need to be disged in all
ramifications.

BUSHMEAT HUNTING

The art of stalking for bushmeat is as old as hystoFellmann et al. [2007] noted that the crafasold as
mankind itself. They narrated that the early mapahded on plant and animal foodstuffs they coeddiiee with
the limited variety of rudimentary stone tools amelapons at their own disposal. Fellman et al [2068@orted
further that increase in population, civilizati@nd improved technology have increased the ratxpibitation
of environmental resources. Hunting for bushmeavides food and income to rural households. Rekear
have revealed that bushmeat hunting is a soureenpfoyment opportunity and invariably a sourcenzioime
for hunters, wholesalers, retailers, market tradec cafe owners [James, 1999; Hummel and Pettigr89a,;
World Wild Fund, 1999; IUCN, 1996].

Emslie and Brooks [1999] noted that the high denfandushmeat in hotels, restaurant s, and othteriea is
responsible for the reckless hunt for the animalthe wild. They indicated further that this sttoa is also
responsible for the escalated prices and invaridi# illegal dealing in wild animals. The hornbpnes and
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hoofs of wild animals are used in making beadsg|gas and other o rnamental materials. Likewilse,skins,
blood, dung and urine of wild anima Is are useduring several illness conditions and emergenciekiding
epilepsy, cerebrovascular diseases, gonorrheatiti®peonvulsion, typhoid, asthma, food poisonifayndice,
tuberculosis, restlessness, severe burns and hagesofMartin and Martin, 1982; Kamanda et al, 2Q&k,
1999 ; James, 1999; McNeely et al, 2005; Bushéd5R0 This is very common in China , India, Taiwamnd
many African Countries.

Apart from food and medicinal values, wild animaie also hunted for ivory trade, international diii¢ trade,
hide and skin, land reclamation, and egg coursiBgshmeat hunting is done for family consumptiorasra
business. It may equally be done for recreatiortp manage invasive or over abundant specieqicéjeve
have the categorizations like sport hunting, suéste hunting, hunting from protect ted areas, aihers.
James [1999] classified the reasons for bushmeginguunder fur trade, market hunting, subsistemaeting,
over-exploitation and outright profligacy. Theme anany other reasons for hunting. For instanm@esanimals
in the wild are hunted and sold to zoological gasjequaria, biomedical research laboratories,pastl stores
[i.e Raven et al, 2010; Boo, 1990; Wilson, 1983eEs1991; Joseph, 2009].

Researches have also confirmed that some wild dmihwe negative values [Redford and Mockrin, 2005,
Hunter, 1990; Estes, 1991; Wright and Boorse, 2&hljronmental Investigation Agency (EIA), 2003[hese
come in form of feeding on domesticated livestoaestruction of farm products, maiming of livesteand
humans, or transmitting of communicable diseaskvéstocks or humans. Some animals are killed beza
their lifestyles cause problem for humans [RavenleR010: 380]. Examples of these are Carolinakeets,
Nigerian grass cutters and bush pigs as well athS&fuican carals. In some of these countriesped dogs are
also used for hunting these wild animals. Otherate causes of bushmeat hunting are agricultueatioces, oil
and gas exploration, forest fires or bush burnimmgd and dam construction, miming, as well as timbe
harvesting.

Emslie and Brooks [1999] reported that wars, aivitest, poverty, influxes of refugees and corruptoe other
causes of bushmeat hunting. Likewise, World Widmd-[1999] submitted that other causes of bushmeat
hunting are economic collapse, corruption, collosizepotism, as well as staggering failure of lafoecement
authorities. Overall, bushmeat hunting is donesiocio, cultural, economic, medical and recreatiorakons.
Nevertheless, it also has the adverse effects @al tmmmunities, plants, animals, and even humatesads to
decline in local ecological knowledge, makes sopecis vulnerable and endangers some other racgespe
Also, humans have hunted several species in theé iwib oblivion. Other effects of bushmeat huntig
distortion or modification of habitats, disruptiohecosystems, as well as threat to sustainabl®@iem.

ECOTOURISM

One of the world’s fastest growing and largest Btdas, tourism is the epitome of the globalizedrldio
[Bushell, 2005: 143]. Tourism can be perceivedhasscience, art, and business of attracting aarsprorting
visitors, accommodating them and catering for tiheieds and wants [Aremu, 2001: 20]. Tourism absund
different forms or types. Examples are ecotourisroyntaineering, cultural, adventure, sports angdagism.
Others are disaster religious, archeological, b&ygarden, heritage, female sex, and pilgrimageigm.
Specifically, ecotourism refers to the enterprieg are involved in promoting the tourism of uraisecological
sites [Wright and Boorse, 2011:639]. It involvhe tesponsible travel to natural areas where thig@ment is
conserved for the sustainable livelihood of thelgeople.

Ecotourism involves travelling to relatively undidted natural areas so as to admire, enjoy, arty she
natural environment of the area. The activitiegoined in ecotourism include photography, cultueaknts,
mountaineering, diving and bird watching to mentéofew. It includes a tour that is designed teegatn the
clients. As such, ecotourism activities are cawatkd by professional tour guides and/or interpseteAlso,
ecotourism services include transportation, fosdyall as accommodation.

Gauthier [1995] opined that ecotourism represdrgsecological way of conserving wildlife resouressl other
species, and that it promotes the ecological, tspiri ethical, aesthetic and non-destructive valuganilarly,
Boo [1990] noted that ecotourism entails the nemdadequately protect rare, threatened, vulnerabtt a
endangered species from disturbance and threaglaas to meticulously care for their habitats. this respect,
ecotourism is seen as a form of governance of eatuEcotourism is nature-based tourism that inwlve
education on and interpretation of the natural mmwnent as it is managed to be ecologically suahdin
[Marguba, 2001:15]. Participation in ecotourismkes environmental knowledge to be more in-depth and
valuable.

The resources of an area play a vital part in @titrg tourists. They also determine what sortsoofism are
available [Ganderton, 2000:183]. Ecotourism resesirthat attract visitors include rare species ah&aand
flora, landscapes, historical monument and culttesiivals. For any particular site or locationgwality for
ecotourism, the natural landscape must be relgtivedisturbed for people to study, enjoy, and adntire
scenery and its wild animals and plants in thefurad state [Marguba, 2001:15]. Wildlife form ausal base for
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ecotourism. They are non-domestic animals andtglamich live outdoor. Animals in the wild are gbo
potentials for ecotourism in form of watching, filmg, or simply being with them. The presence dfilife in
the environment inspires people to make more ton@fitdoor enjoyment.

Ibimilua [2009] identified the level of attractiaf the destination, vis-a-vis the facilities prostias the major
factors affecting the level of patronage of a tstuattraction. Other factors identified by him arece levels in
the destination, income, education background, gaef visit, age, occupation, available transpiomnasystem,
cultural, political, religious and social differeax In a like manner, Ibimilua and Ibimilua [20X&tognized the
presence of wild animals as one of the destinaitractions in recreation and tourism. Hence, agichl
gardens, parks, sanctuaries and havens are oftatetb inside or very close to other tourist atiosst
However it is always good to manage wildlife ashasltheir habitats in order to achieve sustainabtgourism.
Wildlife conservation is a sustainable approackdotourism. The abundance of wildlife in an envinent is a
huge attraction to visitors. Gauthier [1995] atthat wildlife management increases our undedatg of the
biology and ecology of species and ability to wiselanage human interrelationships with wildlife ertde, he
submitted that wildlife management encompasses eteation, resource management, and sustainable
development. Thus, for successful transition teta@nable development, there is the necessity nsawe the
environment and its biological diversity. Wildlif®nservation and management increases our knowleadgd
awareness of natural resources.

A review of literature revealed that ecotourismaisvery significant economic, social and culturabeds
[Kamanda et al, 2008, Afolabi and Mohamed, 2010] bad Lew, 1998; Boniface and Cooper, 1994; Martin
and Mason, 1987 and lbimilua, 2009]. The econamigards include balance of payment, foreign exchang
earnings, government revenue and employment oppbest Also, the socio-economic benefits inclutie
effects on social behavior and cultural valuesot&arism has become a vital source of income &bions such
as Costa Rica, with its rainforests; Australia,hwits Great Barrier Reef; Belize with its reefsyes, and
rainforests; and Kenya and Tanzania with their sasawildlife [Jay and Scott, 2011: 173]. For short
ecotourism brings socio-economic profits to the Barauntry. Also, the distinct identities of diféeit animals
gives a strong ‘sense of place’.

BUSHMEAT HUNTING AND SUSTAINABLE ECOTOURISM

Nature and humanity form a continuum, and the erist of people and nature is the result of a hjistér
interaction as old as our species [McNeely, 20054 major form of man-environment interaction e tuse of
wild animals for a variety of purposes includingdo Wildlife plays a prominent role in enhanciig tquality
of people and the environment. This accountsifervtide chase of the animals in the wild. For mothuman
existence, hunting has been seen as a valid winpdfgathering but in some cases it has takengéeiss to the
edge of extinction [Ganderton, 2000:324]. Uncodied hunting, over-hunting and illegal hunting amet
sustainable for animals in the wild and for ecoitar

It is ideal that man should harness environmemsburces for his continual existence and survividie fact
that it is mandatory for man to exploit naturala@ses implies that some damage to such resoussEsTies
unavoidable [Lawal, 1995:60]. Nevertheless, lso commonsensical that exploitation of naturabueces at
the present time should not jeopardize the ahbdftjuture generations to make use of such resourbesome
parts of the world, some animals are hunted, kileéd wasted because of superstition beliefs. Alsany
species of chimpanzees and gorillas in Africa Haeen endangered as a result of the destructidmreafriatural
habitats.

Researches have shown clearly that uncontrolledirfguiis perilous to sustainable ecotourism [Emslied
Brooks, 1999; Tall and Gueye, 2004; Ajayi and Haddt 1991; Adetunberu, 2001]. Specifically, Emsiiel
Brooks [1999] submitted that the two species oficsfin rhinoceros, the black rhin®igeros bicornis) and the
white rhino Ceratotherium Smum) have been driven to near extinction in recentged hey asserted that the
future of the rhinos depends on the development gpetation of effective conservation strategiedoasl,
national, and regional levels. Hence, they s@itifor conservation efforts directed towards sadiedjmg the
animals in the wild. Several other researches ladés@ shown that many wild animals are likely téfesufrom
genetic problems like loss of genetic variation amureeding, if incessant bushmeat hunting is mwitrolled
[Boo, 1990; Department for International Developme2002; Chapin, 2004; McNeely et. al. Jack, 1999].
Unsustainable hunting of vulnerable bushmeat spa@a also drive wild animals into extinction.

Apart from being a menace to sustainable tourismehimeat hunting is intimidating to scientific resbes. The
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 stated explicithhdt hunting also include injuring or destroyingtaking any
part of the body of animals or birds or reptilesewen damaging their eggs or disturbing their ngkiseph,
2009:254]. The non-availability of any of thesepormant components of the ecosystems is a comraimabi
perpetual scientific research and invariably ecosmo The wild animals become exposed to insecure
livelihood, which puts their survival at the merafyhunters and poachers [Lawal, 1995:44]. Stubase also
shown that bushmeat hunting disturbs the flow ofrgm and materials through an ecosystem [Asthaia an
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Asthana, 2012; Jack, 1999; Wilson, 1985]. Thisriether form of menace to sustainable ecotourism.

A report on the destruction of tiger habitat in indy Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) [Z]O
submitted that the major causes of habitat destruetre industrial encroachment into forested ane@sing and
dereliction, poverty, urban sprawl, as well as ewgate and ineffective environmental conservaahiiques.
Examples of wild animals that have been endangaseal result of human activities are the rhinocardadia,

dugong in Australia, panther in Florida, alligatorLouisiana, monk seal in Hawail, lemur in the tedi States
of America, as well as cobra in South Africa. @imble ecotourism is at the cross-road in manyspafrthe
world as a result of reckless human activities. nd¢e there is need to urgently save world’'s widfrom

further harassment.

ISSUESAND CHALLENGESIN WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

Wild animals are useful for as many purposes asiples They have economic social, psychological,
recreational, religious, spiritual, cultural, eqggileal, and aesthetic values. As a result of ttiiey are being
hunted, killed, eaten, used for other purposes, emdhngered at an alarming rate. This problemlss a
compounded by human population growth, high levieludbanization, poverty, industrialization, econami
systems and policies that fail to value the envitent and its ecological services, as well as telolgnal
advancement. Tuokumbur [2010] noted that huméwities such as hunting, bush burning, and otbemsé of
habitat exploitation have enhanced the potentiarafangering preys, predators, and other wildifsources.
The biological diversity of the world is fast defibg due to natural resources exploitation and maale
pollution of earth’s environment [Santra, 2011:59]

Santra [2011] opined that the fast rate of extarctiglobally) necessitates the conservation of lif@deither
through in-situ or ex-situ programmes. Severataeshes have also confirmed that bushmeat hurgiagnajor
cause of species endangerment [see Raven et &); 2@tk, 1999; Adetunberu, 2001]. People in some
developing countries are beginning to realize thatbiological richness of their environment maytter most
valuable resources and that its preservation & fot sustainable development [Cunningham and Ggam,
2006:143]. Unregulated hunting can be disastrouhé¢ sustainability of the environment. Bushmaattimg
has put several species into extinction. For imtstaJack [1999] identified the animals that haisapbeared
from Nigeria in recent times as black rhinocerognatee, giraffe, giant eland, pigmy hippopotamud an
cheetah. Also at the risk of extinction are ansriide the orangutans of Indonesia, Ethiopean wadittish
wild cat, American mink and South American guinégsp

Moreover, many animals in the wild are criticallpdangered as a result of human activities. Exasnate
Florida Panther, Asian bears, American turtlesyel as the gorillas and chimpanzees of Africahdds are the
snow leopard of Central Asia, giant panda of Ch&iaerian tiger, golden lion tamarin of Brazil,\sll as the
Arabian oryx of Middle East. Poaching combined witiadequate field protection has also decimatedyman
animals in the wild. The destruction of the hatpiaor to, or during hunting activities contribateemendously
to the extinction of some of these animals in thikel.wBoo [1990] decaled that harassment is a meguise of
wildlife loss. Similarly in a case study of bear¢\WF [1999] revealed that loss of habitat and insesl human-
caused mortality pressure are having devastatfiegtefon bears in Asia.

Bushmeat hunting is hazardous to the hunted spediesan also jeopardize sustainable ecotouristhe©O
imperilments are pollution, global warming and athethropogenic and natural disasters. The coatervand
management of the wild animals is inevitable. sltniecessary for the restoration of the highly ched
ecosystems. Consequently it is indispensable ter éar the species in the wild. Wildlife can benserved
either in their area of origin or outside theira# natural occurrence (i.e. in-situ or ex-sitspectively). Also,
management techniques include catching, relocatindfing of animals and provision of intensive care
Conservation and management bring about enviroraheuistainability through the recovery of threaténe
habitats and species. Environmental Investigatigancy [2003] documented that saving the wild i$ jost
about saving the species alone, but also abouwirabte development.

Wildlife management entails that animals in thedwdre exploited without jeopardizing their renewdl.is a
strategy for the restoration of ecology. The peablwith us is that we are only able to hunt, killaeat wild
animals without being able to breed, preserve agepbkthem as means of replenishment for sustaityabili
[Adejemilua, 2001:17]. In the contemporary timéldiife are conserved and managed in zoos, gardersst
reserves, sanctuaries, parks, heritage sites, thed areas of nature in which wild animals andrthebitats are
protected from over-exploitation and destructi@uotkin and Keller [2012] gave the reasons for covieg wild
animals as utilitarian, ecological, aesthetic mocaltural, spiritual, inspirational and recreatibjustifications.
These are some of the key elements of environmsasthinability and sustainable tourism.

The conservation and management of wildlife anémolfiological diversity is faced with many problenBhese
include physical, cultural, administrative, managierand economic predicaments. Francis and P2003]
identified the major challenges to development andtainable use of natural resources as povergyyhe
reliance on natural capital, rapid population gtowurbanization, political instability and ineffect
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environmental laws and policies. Other challendgesenvironmental resources governance are land
fragmentation, poor environmental ethics and lovel®f environmental education and awareness.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Bushmeats have socio, economic, pharmacologicakaatburism values. However, the rate at whicimais
are being hunted calls for serious concern at Jatational and international levels. Saving thecsgs in the
wild from vulnerability and extinction requires tlollective responsibility of individuals, local stitutions,
private organizations and non-governmental orgaioizs. Also, it requires multi-disciplinary appita It
necessitates the collaborative effort of environtaksts, planers, conservationists, biologists,lagigts, as well
as indigenous people. Wildlife conservation implike preservation of genetic species and ecosyditeansity.

It enhances environmental sustainability and clgriie wasteful exploitation of resources. Aldoreiduces
environmental pollution and habitat loss. The preion of species in the wild from threat involuée role of
decision makers and others whose actions affeatdhservation of biodiversity.

Protection of wild animals requires the developmamnd exhibition of environmentally-friendly attitacdthat
forbids indiscriminate bush burning and uncontllmushmeat hunting. Wild species should be managed
order to help their population and conservatiorheyl should be managed for people to appreciatee vahal
enjoy. Wildlife conservation strategies include #stablishment of sanctuaries, national parksggaserves,
natural beauty spots, nature reserves, forestuesemnd animal research centers. There is nesgstoe the
vulnerable and endangered species from extinctidns requires the intensification of efforts orvieonmental
education, publications, enlightenment campaigmisars, film shows, as well as the formulation and
implementation of environmental and natural resesirtaws and regulations. This effort should algo b
complemented by conflict management, criminal ggstystem, active involvement of local communities,
well as the management of the countryside and epaces.

The attainment of sustainable wildlife tourism as@btourism depends upon the role of internatioresties,
encouragement of private land owners to protectaegered species, enforcement and strengtheningeof t
Endangered Species Act, establishment of wildlgéuge, as well as the implementation of the common
agreements of conventions like the World Heritagen¥@ntion. Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species, Convention on Biodiversityvelsas the Convention on Wetlands. All these coios
support the promotion of wildlife management, hatbifonservation, prevention of over-hunting, covagon of
natural habitats strengthening of local institusipprotection of endangered and vulnerable speagesyell as
the creation and management of protected areasseTdre the basic canons of environmental susthiynab

CONCLUSION

Bushmeat hunting constitutes a great threat toliféldourism, ecotourism and environmental sustailits.
Effects of uncontrolled bushmeat hunting includssl@f biodiversity, disruption of ecosystem, digtor or
modification of habitats, extinction of rare specief plants and animals, as well as threat to sudie
ecotourism. In order to save the species in the from further jeopardy, and for the promotionsofstainable
ecotourism, there should be perpetual environmeptatection, change in public behaviours towards
biodiversity, conservation of natural habitats, @y eradication, establishment of protected araasyell as
restriction of wildlife hunting.
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