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ABSTRACT

This research work investigated the impact of Giitd Education on Community Development with foaurs
Ika Local Government Area of Akwa Ibom State. Thedific objectives of the study are to identify tiode of
Girl-Child Education in Community Development, tetermine the factors impeding against girl-childeation

in the aforementioned area and to examine how lsaganomic and political development affects G&Hild
Education in lka Local Government Area of Akwa Ib&tate. The total population for this study is 8®,%nd
the sample size of three hundred and ninety fi@s)persons from the selected communities i.e. likgang
Udo, Ikot Akata, Urua Inyang, lkot Oyo and Ikot @kavere drawn. The study adopted a descriptive surve
design and data were analysed using the chi-sqiX&jestatistic at 0.05 level of significance. It wasuhd
among other things that Girl-Child Education helpsCommunity Development and the factors militating
against girl-child education were culture and ptyvégvel of the people. Based on the findings, fililowing
recommendations were made; the society should thimiscrimination of the girl-child in the provisi of
education, also that government should make pdateyements that will make the education of the dhild
legal and compulsory.

INTRODUCTION

The girl-child is a biological female offspring frobirth to 18 years of age. During this period, ybeng girl is
totally under the care of the adult who may be pEreguardians or elder siblings. It is also aqukfvhen the
girl-child is malleable, builds and develops herspaality and character. She is very dependenttbar® on
who she models her behaviour, through observatiepetition and imitation. Her physical, mental, isagc
spiritual and emotional developments start and i@esyto get to the peak at the young adult st&yehérland,
2001).

The development of any society would be grosslysilbgd if the girl child is not given quality eduicet.
Education in any normal society is accepted asnatriment to power, prestige, survival, greatnesd a
advancement for men and women. The United Natioese@l Assembly (2001) adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights which stipulates thag¢rgone has the right to education which shall fee fat
least in elementary and primary stages. Similatg, National Policy on Education emphasizes amahgro
things that there will be equal opportunities fdirctizens. However, Osinulu (1994) lamented tttee girl-
child is discriminated against in terms of eduaatmd given out to marriage early thereby denyiregdirl-child
the require competences for community development.

According to Osinulu (1994) and Akinpelu (2000) edtion is the process of providing information to a
inexperienced person to help the individual devepdysically, mentally, socially, emotionally, spirally,
politically and economically.

Education is the process through which individ@ats made functional members of their society (O2085).

It is a process through which the young acquiresatedge and realizes her potentials and uses tberseff-
actualization. It enables her to be useful to Hemed others. It is a means of preserving, trattemgi and
improving the culture of the society. In every sigi education connotes acquisition of somethingdgoo
something worthwhile.

Education is implicitly a part of culture as itadife-long learning process that enables a perism@spective of
age; understand the relationship between the emvient and his or her peculiar circumstances. Edcat
whether formal, informal or non- formal, helps tods the development of a complete balanced andnti
personality. Consequently, the lack of educatioll ldve negative influences on the individual, famand
society at large.

According to Ferguson and Dickens (2003) Commubitywelopment (CD) seeks to empower individuals and
groups of people by providing these groups withgkils they need to effect change in their own oamities.
They stressed further that CD involves changing ¢tetionships between ordinary people in positiohgower

so that everyone can take part in the issues tffiattatheir lives. It starts from the fact that kit any
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community there is a wealth of knowledge, expemeaied creativity which can be harnessed and chathirtio
collective action to achieve the community’s desigpals. Thus, education can rightly be said tdhleekey to
effective participation in CD.

Marshal (2003) states that women make up more tiadinof the Nigerian population, and they haverbee
known to have contributed in many ways to the dgwelent of the society. Hence, for the girl-childface the
challenges of our time, full participation requird®y have access to the benefits of formal andrindl
education to the same level, and of the same guadithat given to the men. He stressed thattliteésonly way
the girl-child can contribute maximally to the sm@conomic development of their communities andeNayat
large.

In support of this, Schacter (2010) argued thatdoi’s intelligence could be significantly influeed by
environmental changes and that early childhoodavikesy to improving later performances in variousesss of
the individual’s life. It is in the light of the ale that Stronquist (2000) stressed that Girl-cleithication
involves equipping girls who later grow up to womwith the knowledge, abilities and mental powershwi
which they will be useful to themselves, the fanaityd the society.

However, Bolaji (2007) noted that there is stilhder inequality in terms of accessibility to edimatn many
parts of Nigeria particularly the Northern Statd® IKatsina, Kano, Bauchi, and Jigawa, Akwa lbom ¢
these places, many girls are not sent to schoohamahg those sent to school, many drop out early.

Secondly, there is the issue of early marriage wbanflicts with educational programmes. Bolaji @ZP noted
that early marriage has been institutionalized enynparts of Nigeria especially in Kano, Kastinak&o,
Bauchi and Kaduna. It also used to be the case @niom Ibos, Ibibios and Urhobos, but with Western
education, the practice has abated but not contpletadicated. Girls are given out in marriage foany
reasons. It is obvious from the above study thastngirls married off, were still physically imma&ufor
pregnancy.

In some parts of Nigeria, it is a known fact thag tnput of the girl child into the family income $o high that it
becomes economically unwise to allow such a cluilgd to school. Examples of such inputs includesgatimg
income by way of hawking food items. The girl chdtso helps with the household chores and look dfie
younger ones which relieves the parents of emptpyiaid house helps. This therefore reduces theadinh
burden on the family (Ballara, 2002).

In addition, poverty compels many parents to maffytheir daughters to wealthy men instead of segdhem
to school. This is because education is so experibat parents do not consider the returns fos’gaducation.
Instead, parents would rather prefer the returnsafriage in terms of bride prize. Many parentselvel that
when girls are educated, the benefits go to tlaeiilfy of procreation instead of the family of oriation.

To Ballara (2002), the importance of the girl chlducation cannot be over-emphasized in any soceige
they (girl-child), constitute more than half of tpepulation in most societies; their education italvto any
sustainable development.. With the acquisitionkilfss the girl child in adulthood contributes a @ societal
development. A woman’s education affords her thpoojnity to take advantage of family planning hteis
which results in fewer births of children and lsssial and economic burdens on families and soaeggneral.
According to Ottaway (2000), the girl-child’s edtioa also has bearing on the economic well-beingaof
country. With education, in adulthood, the girildhcould easily gain employment in the formal labdorce
and therefore contribute not only to her familydmee but the National GNP. Higher education enagids to
provide financial support to their families espéigiaow that the economic recession has made ibssjble for
a man to provide adequately for his family with higager income. Thus, an educated woman with a good
earning power can help reduce the financial problefithe family and thus avert frustration and offireancial
problems. Also, should the inevitable occur e.qatldeor divorce; the educated widow can easily clateher
children’s welfare.

A woman’s literacy also increases productivity adf-employment in the informal sector for exampleg
educational level of rural women is linked to iresed productivity in agricultural sector in manweleping
countries. Literacy assists people to acquire skithd knowledge that help to facilitate better asaatural
resources and other agricultural inputs and therebreasing their productivity. Thus, girl-childibg active
participants in all stages of the productive chamm, hoeing, weeding, fertilizing, harvesting athdeshing of
grains, storage and distribution of goods needeteducated to increase productivity and their ineam
According to Stronquist (2000), politically, therlgthild is relegated to the background in the stciThey are
in most cases under-represented in the decisiomgakocess because of the notion that, a womdatseps in
the kitchen. The problems also compounded by thekild’s deficiency in educational qualification.
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Therefore, should more girls be educated, they avbbgl empowered in adulthood to participate in mslinot
only as voters but as contestants which would thieen the opportunity to partake in vital decisidingt affect
their lives.

The Problem

No community will remain undeveloped if it has thequired human capital and the best instrument for
developing any society is to invest in human c&§R&chardson, 2009). This is because the acqlinedviedge
and skills will guarantee the economic and sodiarhtion of the individual and by implication emica their
contributions to community and national developni&fie, 2001).

Essentially, the Girl-child must be educated imtgrof their role in the society, whether as Produaw
Reproducers; they are mainly responsible for the ead well-being of their families, they play anpiortant
role as educators of future generations, they pariconomic functions and social functions (Ball@@02). As
more and more women are educated, the health afiatien improves. With rising education among tiré g
child (women), there will be also a rise of womarthe labour force; women education aids in theguton of
the environment and also improves agricultural ficas (Balara, 2002). Thus, for society to be depetl, the
Girl-child must be allowed access to good and tptafe education (Ballara, 2002). Hence, this stexigmined
the Impact of Girl-Child Education on Community Réapment with focus on Ika Local Government Area of
Akwa Ibom State. Specifically, it sought to:

e ldentify the role of girl-child education in comnityndevelopment.

« Determine the factors impeding against girl-chifidigation in Ika Local Government
Area, Akwa Ibom State
* Examine how social, economic and political develepmaffects girl-child education in lka Local
Government Area.
Thus, the need to ascertain the impact of girlidcaducation of community development as a firspsbwards
eliminating all hindrances on the way of effectigducation of the girl child to enable them conité
effectively to community development is the problefthis study.

Research Questions

The following research questions guided the study:

i. What is the role of girl-child education in Coranity Development?

ii. What are the factors impeding against girl-dhéiducation in Ika Local Government Area, Akwa Ibom
State?

iii. Does social, economic and political developmafiects girl-child education in Ika Local Goveram
Area?

METHODOLOGY

The study adopted descriptive survey design. Thrilption of the study comprised the 39,500 adulinivers

of lka Local Government Area of Akwa Ibom Stateegumt among the five major communities of Ikot Inyang

Udo, Ikot Akata; Urua Inyang, lkot Okon and Ikot @yA 10% random sampling was applied in each of the

communities to realize a sample size of 395. Astjaenaire titled: Girl-Child Education on Communit

Development Assessment Questionnaire (GCECDAQ)usead for data collection. The reliability coeffiotds

0.84. The data collected were analyzed using theqrare (X) statistical tool.

RESULTS
Research Question 1
What is the role of girl-child education in commiynilevelopment?

Table 1: Responses on the role of Girl-child educationdmmunity development.

Girl child Ikot Inyang kot Akata | Urualnyang kot Okon kot Oyo Total
Education Udo

Communit
Development

Girl-child 30 (29.76) 24 (23.97) 31(28.52) 22 (23.56) 17(18.19 | 124
development

Community 42(42.24) 34 (34.03) 38 (40.48) 38(40.44) 27(25.81) | 176
development

Total 72 58 69 57 44 300

124




Research on Humanities and Social Sciences www.iiste.org
ISSN (Paper)2224-5766 ISSN (Online)2225-0484 (@)lin g
Vol.4, No.12, 2014 ||STE
Item Girl-child Community
Development Development
fo fe fo-fe (fo- fe)’ (fo- fef
fe

1 30 29.76 0.24 0.0576 0.00194
2 24 23.97 0.03 0.0009 0.00004
3 31 28.52 2.48 6.1504 0.21565
4 22 23.56 -1.56 2.4336 0.10329
5 17 18.19 -1.19 1.4161 0.07785
6 42 42.24 -0.24 0.0576 0.00136
7 34 34.03 -0.03 0.0009 0.00003
8 38 40.48 -2.48 6.1504 0.15194
9 35 33.44 1.56 6.4336 0.07278
10 27 25.81 1.19 1.4161 0.05487
Total 300 300 0 X?=0.68

Source: Survey data 2011

The result from the table 4.1 shows that valuehifsquare X = 0.68, with degree of freedom 3 is less than the
critical value of X at 9.488 at 0.05 level of significance. This shdhat communities must ensure efforts are
put in place to educate the girl-child to enhaneeetbpment.

Research Question 2:
What are the factors impeding against girl childeation?

Table 2: Responses on the factors impeding against gid elducation.

Impeding Ikot Ikot Akata | Urualnyang Ikot Okon Ikot Oyo Total
factors Inyang Udo
Girl child
Education
Culture 29 (29.21) 23 (25.4) 30 (25.4) 24(25.4) 221%9) 127
Poverty 40(39.79) 37 (34.6) 30(34.6) 36(34.6) 30129 173
Total 69 60 60 60 51 300
Item Culture Poverty
fo fe fo-fe (fo- fe)’ (fo- fe)’
fe
1 29 290.21 0.21 0.0441 0.00151
2 23 25.4 -2.4 5.76 0.22677
3 30 25.4 4.6 21.16 0.83307
4 24 25.4 -1.4 1.96 0.07717
5 21 21.59 -0.59 0.3481 0.01612
6 40 39.79 0.21 0.0441 0.00111
7 37 34.6 2.4 5.76 0.16647
8 30 34.6 -4.6 21.16 0.61156
9 36 34.6 14 1.96 0.05665
10 30 29.41 0.59 0.3481 0.1184
Total 300 300 0 X*=2.0

Source: Survey data 2011

Considering the result from table 4.2 as shown abthe value chi-square®%2.0 with degree of freedom 4 is
less than the critical %value of 9.488 at 0.05 level of significance. Tsii®ws that cultural factors and poverty
are some of the impeding factors militating agagidtchild education.
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Research Question 3:
What are the influence of girl-child education smamunity development?
Table 3: Responses on the influence of girl child educaiibcommunity development.
Girl child Ikot Ikot Inyang Urualnyang | Ikot Okon Ikot Oyo Total
Education Inyang Udo
Communit
Education
Political 34 (42.3) 36 (25.2) 38 (27.9) 20(27.8) 27(28.35) 512
emancipation
Economic 60(51.7) 20(30.8) 24(34.1) 44(35.2) 36(34.65) 165
empowerment
Total 94 56 62 64 63 300
Item Palitical Economic
emancipation empower ment
fo fe fo-fe (fo- fe)’ (fo- fef
fe
1 34 42.3 -8.3 68.89 1.6286
2 36 25.3 10.7 114.49 4.5253
3 38 27.9 10.1 102.01 3.6563
4 20 28.8 -8.8 77.44 26889
5 27 28.35 -1.35 1.8225 0.0643
6 60 31.7 28.3 800.89 25.2646
7 20 30.8 -10.8 116.64 3.7870
8 24 34.1 -10.1 102.01 2.9915
9 44 35.2 8.8 77.44 2.2000
10 36 34.65 1.35 1.8225 0.0526
Total 300 300 0 X* =247

Source: Survey data 2011

The result in table 4.3 above shows that the vahisquare X = 47 with degree of freedom 4 is more than the
critical X? value of 9.488 at 0.05 level of significance. Thidicated that girl child education is essent f
community development, and the education of thiecgitd will improve political emancipation and ewamic
empowerment for girls in the society.

DISCUSSIONS

The discussion is based on the effect of girl-cle¢ilication on community development. The analykith®
findings on the research question one revealsgilathild education is important, and communitieast ensure
efforts are put in place to educate the girl clidd the enhancement of development. The chi-sqare/as
(0.68 > p.0.05). This view supports the findingsQxtho (2005), when it was observed that educasothé
process through which the girl-child is made toabfunctional member of the society for transformatand

development. The findings also show that culturéhef people and the rate of poverty impedes tHechild

education. The chi-square? Xalue was (2.00, P > 0.05). This view supports fthdings observed by Ocho
(2005) when it was stated that in most societigss girl-child have lower status than men. The diaatages of
the girl-child begin at childhood from the cultumpectations of the sexes and the fact that tHeclgid is
faced with limited access to education. Again, nesiple are poor and they spend the available resswn

the male children thereby neglecting girl-child edlion.

Similarly, the findings on the third research gigstshows that girl-child education can be influethdy the
need for political emancipation and economic empavest. The chi-square B¢alue was (47, P>0.05). This
view supports the view of Ballara (2002) when heestsed the importance of the girl-child educatiorsacial
development, as the education of the girl child baaring on the economic well-being of a commurétyc
when the girl child is academically qualified antbygs into a woman, she will contribute to the podit
development of her community.

Recommendations

In the light of our findings, the following suggmsts were recommended:
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1. The society should stop the discrimination &f ¢iirl-child in the provision of education.

2. Parents and guidance should give their femhilelren education and stop the imposition of early
marriage on them.

3. The government should make policy statemeras whll make the education of the girl-child to be
mandatory.

4, The society should encourage girl-child edaurably awarding scholarships to them.
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