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Abstract

The objective of this paper is to examine the exterwhich women in Zimbabwe have been affected
by civil strife and economic downturn. The paperkseto show how in some instances women emergetias a
agents in either perpetuating violence or posgivelsponding to the impact of the civil strife tdvacate for
positive changes. Of interest to this paper ara@tsvemerging since the fast track land reform @ybar 2000.
Of great interest are such milestones as womemtgpation in the rejection of the 1999 constitutj the fast
track land reform programme; the 2000, 2002, 2008 2013 elections; and women’s participation in the
inclusive government. These milestones and events fbeen anchored on, and sustained by women’s
organizations such as Women Coalition Zimbabwe\Wiodhen in Politics Caucasus Unity. The paper coredud
by highlighting instances where women have as altre$ limited choices been forced to dispel thaioblems
by desperately getting themselves into illegahditis which in reality exacerbates the civil srif the country.
Key words: women, civil strife, conflict, violence, active ags, fast track land reform.

1. Introduction
Devastatingly, the world has been subjected to ingrylegrees of civil strife resulting from civil
disturbances. These disturbances have arguably tesponsible for widespread protests against tléo-so
political and economic problems where women havenoémerged as either victims or agents of chalhge.
however important to note that, the state of Zibvials civil turmoil, disorder and treachery sin@@ has not
left any woman untouched by suffering. This papleus, examines the extent to which Zimbabwean women
have been affected by civil strife and economic emmnn since the year 2000.

2. Déefinition of Terms

The term civil strife was defined by Schurink (19%® referring to acts of civil disobedience which
often involve rioting. Schurink (1990) also opingotihat, the severity of the actions of the disgathindividuals
may lead to a public expression of displeasuremtist cases these expressions have often disirgegiao
bitter conflict, heated and often violent dissensidhich is typically intended to demonstrate to ggonment that
displeased persons can make matters escalateenévaj chaos. The above view has been supportéetjgku
(2009) who also asserted that, civil strife asrentess commonly used in association with chaotiolemt, none
unified actions related to a particular issue.

Often citizens not directly involved in the civilstrder may have their lives significantly disrupte
thus their ability to work, enjoy recreation andsome cases their ability to obtain basic necessitiay be
jeopardized. A typical example is the situation ethprevailed in Zimbabwe in 2000 during the landasions
and in 2008 runner up to elections where the orglimeople were affected by the civil strife triggérby
political instability.

Salelyan (2008) argues that it is critical to takgnizance of the fact that civil strife does naam the
same as war. In the Zimbabwean context, civilestréffers to the restlessness which prevails icolmtry since
2000 as a result of the perceived political thteggered by the emergency of the Movement for Denaiiic
Change (MDC) as strong political opposition. Thamtecivil was defined by Salelyan (2008) as refegrin
regional, national and local communities. Howewerrélation to this paper civil strife is discussedm a
national perspective.

An active agent is taken to refer to an individudlo is completely engrossed in specific positive or
negative activities. In this case, interest is oom&n who have found complete interest in pushingtlie
women’s agenda in the face of the country’s citrifes by consciously and critically participating what they
deemed to be activities with outcomes which coutdnerate women from their disadvantaged positions
whether it be socially, economically or politically

3. Civil Strifein Zimbabwe

The civil strife in Zimbabwe ushered a number oficiorganizations, among them Women in
Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA), Women Coalition Zimbabwe (&)Cand Women in Politics Support Unity
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(WIPSU). For example WOZA is characterized by wonmeto possess critical perspectives of their fellow
women'’s situation especially in line with civil atiman rights. According to Amnesty Internatior2013),
WOZA promotes civil and human rights for all Zimlyedans. The group practices strictly peaceful ang- no
violent mobilization efforts. The most significamsponse by WOZA to the civil strife has been itsggle to
bring positive change to the human rights issuegiimbabwe. As active agents to the cause of hurignsy
Amnesty International (2013) highlights the dedmatof WOZA leaders such as Jenin Williams and Mabl
Magodonga who according to available reports haentarrested more than fifty times, yet they ngeste up

on their endeavours. The women’s fortitude in taeefof torture revealed the extent to which thegspes
critical perspectives on the civil strife situatioprevailing.

The creation of the organization, Women in Politegpport Unity serves to reveal the degree to which
Zimbabwean women have shown eagerness to be afpeiforts in involving women in the decision magin
platforms. This has been a move perceived asadal could contribute towards adoption of polidieat could
reduce civil strife in the country by dealing wisues from the standpoint of women. The signifieaaf the
groups such as WCZ and WIPSU was evidenced by following the roller-coast of Zimbabwe's piaial
changes where the ruling party and the oppositmrgist to resolve the political chaos in the countnfo
(2010) reveals that the 2008 global political agreet (GPA) recognized the importance of women itiona
building by according women 16% representationaniament. Although this may be argued to have tsen
insignificant representation, at least the womesrganizations had scored some points in their aspir.
Therefore as active agents driven by passion aiiitatrperspective, women in Zimbabwe at this stage
significantly responded to the civil strife withtBosiasm and defied all odds. Another noteworthicame of
women’s endeavours was when, acting as active sigerthe Zimbabwean civil strife women through hiedp
and awareness from organizations such as Womeninlbabwe Arise, Women’s Coalition, were able to
contribute toward the rejection of the 1999 draftstitution as the constitution was deemed tmberisitive to
women'’s issues.

An evaluation of the activities that have been pilevg in the country since the year 2000, will sho
that Zimbabwe has according to lkejiaku (2008) bésred by ongoing riots, violent demonstrations and
communal clashes. Women were actively involved @sfig in the communal clashes were, just like thei
landless male counterparts become agents of tllesti¥e where they consciously and critically eassed their
situation of being economically marginalized andlimgly participated in the land inversions. Chingade
(2000) observed that some women joined in the lamdsion on behalf of their absent husbands as show
their willing surrender of their efforts to registion requirements, where they sent their husbamasies for the
registration of the acquired land. While other wonparticularly the single and widowed stood themund in
the violent acquisition of pieces of land as thegsriously realized the importance of having aceaskscontrol
of the vital land resources despite the horror thay to go through to acquire the land. From tigsussion it
therefore becomes perceptible that Zimbabwean womgga active agents in the 2000 land reform prognam
hence their 20% award of land. This was an awaridhwtvas meant to close the gender gap in the cgantr
agro-economy, calming down civil disgruntlementigsues pertaining to equitable access to resources.

Seabrook (1982) cited in lkenjiuku (2008)’s claabigvritings emphasized the vital nature of the
provisions of basic needs as a panacea for solagal crisis in developing countries. This viewswalso
highlighted by Irobi (2005) who also concluded thahenever the non-negotiable needs are not mdliaten
and other instabilities such as law breaking andaoized strikes become inevitable. Relating to the
Zimbabwean situation as of 2008, the country sudmdrto food deficit and general shortages of baseds. It
was as a result of such difficulties that most wonre the country decided to join the bandwagon roiss
boarder trading in an effort to secure food stdiffis their families. For those women who did not &ahe
capacity to migrate to neighbouring countries thed to contend with long meandering queues for food
supplies.

Although the dispute between ZANU PF and the Mowainfer Democratic Change was primarily
political, the escalating violence quickly led tppalling levels of brutality against civilians (IRJ 2008).
Observations have been that women have been theafiested hence the decisions by many to fleehto t
Diaspora. This observation is supported by Salalzi08) who concluded that, civil strife and pergems
frequently generate population dislocation and neBsgee migration. In the Zimbabwean case, woroarefl
the mass movement as political asylum seekers. fbesnof women who voiced their concern with regahis
deteriorating political and economic environmemuile Betty Makoni and Jestina Mukoko. They weketato
task for voicing their feelings and they ended epking asylum abroad. The Duo’s decisions enhatiees
views by Moore and Poe (2003)’s views that polltidalence and persecutions are significant deteamis of
flights to other countries. According to IRIN (2008he decisions by political victims to migrate ¢ther
countries often had some negative outcomes as ofidstese women ended up becoming victims of illegal
economic activities in countries of destinationvieg them vulnerable to exploitation. For Musingafid
Dumbu (2012), these women have unwillingly becomesaves.
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In response to brutality and abuse of women, womenganizations in Zimbabwe joined forces and
advocated for an end to gender based violence (2&fd0) observed that during the 2008 civil strifesre was a
massive women right violation as rape was used\asagpon against political opposition female actsig his
drove WOZA into the streets demonstrating agaimstabuses. These abuses were synonymous to what Lew
(2013) argued to be orchestrated and systematiqoaigm of sexual violence unleashed against women,
especially those supporting the opposition.

The hostile rhetoric from the ruling party contttied immensely to women'’s calculative immersion into
the activities of the ruling party. This has howelseen a calculated move towards trying to secunéeption
from the brutality exerted by the party militia &gst anyone perceived to be from opposition. Treresfall
those women seen swathed in political regalia, idgnand ululating at party occasions do so outhefes need
than being intrinsically motivated to do so. Thewad supports the Marxist view on exploitation wharehis
case, the exploitation is based on the women'’sngilless to be exploited but to some extent exegutimir
roles grudgingly.

Harley (2005) observes that women of colour haw&ohically adapted to changes in their local
environment, familial and social orders. Receningfes spared by economic meltdown have required wdme
create new strategies for ensuring their daily isatvThis argument is in line with Ikejiaku (2009Rnalysis of
the human needs theory which concludes that unmetah needs is a source of conflict and violence. In
Zimbabwe efforts to prevent conflict outcomes haeen characterized by women’s spirited move fromde
victims to being survivors and being active in tindormal economic zone. Literature regarding wonsen’
response to the civil unrest shows that women masponded to the situation with innovation and tégao
survive the fluctuations in the markets and iteradance cultural and social shifts. In this regdetk (2003)
opinions that, the move by women has the potentiélonly to address physical needs but also taidehon-
physical elements needed for human growth and dpwednt and to participate in control over one’s difen

4. Conclusion

This paper has shown that to a greater extent wametimbabwe have been active agents through
mobilization and solidarity groupings to respondhe civil strife that has been rocking the Zimbalw nation
ever since the year 2000. Instances where womee begn able to come up as groups to make visikie th
concerns were highlighted. Of particular interesttis paper were such women groups as WOZA, WGQGE an
WIPSU. Drastic responses highlighted also incluthstinces where women joined the bandwagon ofigulit
asylum seekers in neighbouring and overseas ceantdinfortunately for those women who remained esggd
in the civil strife, some were too often forcedb®come part and parcel of the wrong on goings eénptblitical
zone. Thus all said and done it is the writersiwibat, indeed women can be active agents who ationally
respond to a situation all in an effort to safeguaeir interests and particularly the needs off theloved ones.
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