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Abstract

The phenomenon of migration in Ghana is not newwéier, the involvement of children and especidtpse
migrating independent of their parents, is a repéi@nomenon. Tracing the trajectories of the joysrahildren
make in Ghana, reveals a north south pattern, airtal that of adults. Although migration of childréo and
within urban settlements in other regions has hmeserved to be significant, Accra (the nationalited)pand
Kumasi (second largest city) remain preferred dasitns of child migrants. This study involves mtews with
35 migrant children from the north east to the Booft Ghana, over a period of three months. It itfieat
cyclical, chain, step-wise and “leapfrog” migratiaga patterns of child migration in Ghana. Leapfntgration
emerged as a novel type of migration, where childemped from an origin over an intermediate tanalf
destination. Although this new finding is excitingjnvolved a small number of children. Therefonegre data
is required for it's validation. The study recommdsrrecognition by local, regional and national ppland
decision makers of the underpinning motivationssfach journeys is crucial in order to minimise #ssociated
risks, while optimising the advantages of the pime@on in the country.

Keywords. patterns, child, leapfrog, chain, stepwise, migrat

Introduction

There are various patterns in migration, often upid@ed by the motivations for such movements. Roeless,
the pattern of migration in Ghana has generallynfe@m the north to south (Agyei and Ofosu-Mens2009:
Hashim, 2007) and involves various categories gtarmits. Although the phenomenon has been domirmated
adults, it has in recent times, included childrenowmigrate independent of their parents or accowipgn
adults. Many of these movements are toward urbaitree with expanding opportunities for the manyatur
population seeking livelihood options. Consequendithough migration of children to and within urba
settlements in other regions has been observed sighbificant (Beauchamin, 1999), Accra and Kummasiain
preferred destinations of child migrants in Ghahkmwever, understanding the processes involved @ th
movement has remained a challenge although sucérstadding is necessary if the right measuresaiteet
taken to enhance the benefits of the phenomenavertheless, the processes are complex, involviaigpte
actors, interest and challenges. As conditionshim ¢ourse of migration and destinations are complec
evolving (Ansell, 2000), children have to be fldgilin order to adapt to the changing circumstanicet) in the
wider environment and in their private lives (Pun2f07). This study therefore seeks an understgnofitthis
complex phenomenon of child migration by explorthg patterns that emerge from the migration trajées of
children from Bongo district in the north-east didha to Accra (the national capital). This will tdsute to the
attainment of the goal of the National MigrationiBp (NMP) of seeking to promote the benefits anidimize
the costs associated with risky and unsafe migyajourneys and enhance the potentials of migration
contribute to the socio- economic development ofamzh (Mol, 2014). This study therefore, seeks an
understanding of the patterns that emerge fronedtaiies of child migrants and to suggest possidgs of
ameliorating their adverse effects on the individinldren and the wider society.

Literature and theoretical context

Generally, migration is a dynamic process that ive® a variety and complex mix of movements witamd
between locations. In a broader context, mobibtyam attractive concept that brings together meltiprms of
human movements and circulation within a singlelydital framework. It encourages governments toedsy
concepts and categorise movement of goods, peawlecapital through cities, within neighbourhoodsd a
across political boundaries (Cresswell, 2006)Idb @&nables the understanding and evaluation ofemewnt of
people in space in terms of freedom and progresteviance and danger as well as impediments to lityobi
prevailing across geographical scales (Mavroudiadel, 2016) Children as well as adults move for various
reasons between locations in space. These movemanigenerally flexible, with children and youngpke
moving back and forth between their home commuiéied destinations (Punch, 2007; Hashim and Thprsen
2011). Therefore, many child migrants do not jiegtls in one location, but may move (seasonallyearly)
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depending on opportunities available to them, dficdities that arise. These movements are undagurnby
various motivations (Hashim, 2007; Hashim and Téor2011; and Tamanja, 2012) and appear to present
distinct patterns worth considering. Although idifficult to generalise the patterns that ememgenf migration
journeys, there are nonetheless, several broadjaré&ations in attempting to explain such movements
internal-international, seasonal-permanent, regulagular, among others. However, theories of agmn
movement in most developing countries focus onl4tiorairban migration as it is the dominant flow ihxing
people (Lynch, 2005) and also the focus of thislgtiConsequently, in his summary on the topic “pelgpn

his book on rural-urban interaction in the devetgpivorld, Lynch (2005: 96) categorises movementgemple
between rural and urban areas into step-wise,latany, cyclical and multi-locational household maigon.

Step-wise migration

This refers to the pattern whereby migrants movweuthh intermediate destinations and then to a final
destination. It is a spatial relocation by indivadisl or families, through steps or stages, from @giroto an
intended destination. According to Conway (1980} ia process by which individuals or families eniban a
migration path which gradually takes them, by waintermediate steps, from a traditional-rural @amiment to

a modern urban environment. In this process, paibse migrants create in their minds a hierarchy of
destinations, ranked according to multiple criteaiad that the goal of stepwise migrants is to lelas high up
this hierarchy as possible, until they eventuadisiah their preferred destination. Although Conwagigsly was

on international migration, it is also applicable internal migration and can be employed as a way o
accumulating capital and mapping out multistageratign trajectories to preferred destinations (P20L1) by
reducing the risk of their decisions by sort oftimg away from home. Lynch (2005) on his part cetsgs this
movement as from a village to a town and then laterto a city (village — town — city). The rurasident may
go to a nearby city, and from there to a largey, @hd perhaps eventually to a huge megalopolise@a/e2008).
This can be followed over any time period, and doesnecessarily have to follow a particular patterhe
intermediate destinations serve as stair casatdomigrant to step on and climb to the destinafidns is often
occasioned when migrants for some reasons, ardaittatnobilise the required resources and protaoiaove
direct from the origin to the destination.

Chain migration

Similar to step-wise migration is chain migratianprocess whereby migrants follow their predecassord are
assisted by them to establish in an urban destimgtiynch, 2005). It reduces the risk and cost isfashce
because it involves migrants in an established fimm a common origin to a predetermined destimatwhere
earlier migrants have already scoped out the #ituand laid the groundwork for new arrivals (Week808).
The early movers serve as links in a chain andtentheir compatriots; giving them information orbjo
availability, accommodating them and sometimes ihglpvith transport and other ancillary cost andviees
that leverage their stay at the destinations.

Circulatory migration

Circulatory migration refers to repeated movemdigsveen an origin and a destination, involving mibran
one migration and return. It involves sharing offkydamily and other aspects of migrants betweem awmore
locations (Hugo, 2013). This form of migration elestthe areas of destination to meet their labbalienges in
a flexible and timely manner, by allowing the deations to address their labour challenges thaseasonal or
short term in nature. It has economic and sociakbes for migrants and for both receiving and segdreas
and is practiced mostly by young, low-skilled meitheut dependents for whom the only other option is
frequently disadvantageous job offers in their ptaof origin (Zimmermann, 2014). Nevertheless|sb affers
considerable potential for skilled migrants as wsligrants therefore, migrate from a rural origlnan urban
destination and then to a rural destination or hackhe rural origin. Lynch (2005) represents thétern as
village to city and to village migration (villagecity — village).

Cyclical migration

This form of migration is similar to circulatory gration but is in response to seasonality and d¢iomdi
precipitating such seasons. According to Lynch 80 is associated with seasonal variation irolatdemand.
Therefore, people who live in areas where the sedsmnditions do not require their labour at aegiyperiod
will migrate to places where their labour is regdiand return to their places of origin when thesea changes
and their labour is needed back at home.

126



Research on Humanities and Social Sciences www.iiste.org
ISSN (Paper)2224-5766 ISSN (Online)2225-0484 (@)lin “—.i.l
Vol.6, No.14, 2016 ||$ E

These categorisations are not exhaustive, consgléhie varying motivations for child migration. @iten are
flexible in their migration decisions and journegsd often adapt to changing circumstances in theseoof
their journeys as migration in general, especifdlyour migration, is complex and not static, buhstantly
evolving (Ansell, 2000). Nevertheless, Lynch’'s (8DQlassifications represent a good proportion ang
helpful in understanding the typology of child na@tion in Ghana and other rural settings.

Patter ns of child migration in Ghana

Generally, migration has often been seen as apedsoam the clutches of poverty (Tyner, 2009; Nefti1993)
and for migrants who lack sufficient capital andestfesources, a disconnect can exist betweendhsiimation
preference and their destination choices (PaullR0he pattern of migration in Ghana has genetadgn from
the north to the south (Agyei and Ofosu-Mensah,92@fashim, 2007) involving various categories ofoes
and including children in recent times (Hashim drtbrsen, 2011; Tamanja, 2012; Mizen and Ofosu-Kusi,
2013). This pattern has existed for many decaddséen attributed to a British colonial policy, iwh sought

to use northern Ghana as a labor reserve for thih $§@pare, 2003: Kwankye, Anarfi, Tagoe & Casta@@09).
Accordingly, labor was recruited from the north w@rk on cocoa farms and in the mines in the south.
Consequently, northern Ghana received very litileestment in basic social infrastructure, manufaetuand
education facilities (Songsore, 2011). Althoughluatate policies such as free education and otbkgigs have
been instituted by successive governments to bridgegap, northern Ghana still functions as a veseof
unskilled labor with the highest poverty rate ie ttountry (GSS, 2013). The main economic activitthie north

is subsistence rain fed agriculture. However, unfaable climatic conditions and inadequate irrigatiacilities
results in long periods of idling and non-produityivThe result has been for adults, youth andeirent times,
children (in and out of school) to migrate to tloeith as an alternative livelihood option. AccordiiagOpare
(2003), some parents encourage their children grate to work in order to support their familiesitlare left
behind. However, the migration of children, indegemt of their parents exposes such children toouarkinds

of risks (Kwankye, et al, 2009) with implicationsrfconventions, policies and laws on children’shtggin
Ghana.

Locational context of the study

This study was conducted in two administrativeriitt in Ghana: Accra in the coastal ecologicalezamd
Bongo district in the northern savanna zone. Aésra popular destination for most migrants in Gh@harfi
et. al, 2003; GSS, 2013), while Bongo districthis brigin of many migrants (BONDA, 2010, 2012; Moiraed
and Apusigah, 2005; Tamanja, 2012). In order toagedbmprehensive picture of the patterns that eenrogn
the trajectories of child migrants, interviews weaducted with migrant children in Accra and itlages in
Bongo district (see figure 1).
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Figure 1 Map of Ghana showing origin and destimatibchild migrants
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Source: Adapted from Tamanja, 2016
The population of Bongo district, is estimated 4585 (47.4% males and 52.2% females) inhabitavith, a
growth rate of 2.8% and mostly (42.7%) youthfulidtone of the deprived districts in north eastGi#fana,
covering a land area of 459.5 kmAbout 40% of the land surface is occupied by so(RONDA, 2010),
reducing the land available for subsistent and-f@ihfarming activities. This presents a major Eraje for
subsistence compound farming and household poweitly,implications for household poverty and migpat
since agriculture is the main economic activity fiwwst of the inhabitants (Tamanja, 2014).

Furthermore, the people are organized sociallyatrilmeal and extended family systems (Hart, 197ti}h
many members living in common compounds and iredéfit household units. This enjoins them to engage
communal social activities and farming, and to hefe another in times of difficulties (Hashim anklofsen,
2011). However, with urbanization, these sociad tee weakening and composition of families arelgmiy
becoming nuclear and independent of once another.

Education in the district is befuddled by numerohallenges, including inadequate teachers, fumitigaching
and learning materials, resulting in poor acadep@dformance in schools. The poor performance ahdrot
conditions constitute a disincentive for childrendttend school, as schooling is perceived as wafstene.
Consequently, migration among school-aged childsecommon in the district. Although there are néictl
statistics on the phenomenon, it involves aduli$ emildren, some of whom attend school but migchteng
vacation to work and return when schools reopenNB@, 2010; Tamanja, 2012 & 2014).

On the other hand, Accra (see figure 1) is theonali capital of Ghana with a land size of 200°kand a
population of 1,848,614 (48% males and 52% femailes2010, constituting 7.5% of the country’s total
population (GSS, 2013). The metropolis has the dsgldensity of about 9,243 persons per square &ii@nas
against the national density of 103.4. This highgity has implications for livelihoods, as deperaeon the
land (as is the case with many rural areas) casunstain the population. It is therefore not suipgsthat
commerce and general work constitute the majorettions within the metropolis (GSS, 2013).
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The concentration of population, commercial andugtdal activities in the metropolis places mougtpressure
on the limited infrastructure and services inclgdinousing, transport, water supply, sanitation aabte
disposal. While the city of Accra continues to gnapidly, its boundaries are not clearly demarcagesituation
which poses problems for planning and managementefity and results in the formation of slums athi
accommodate migrants from the hinterlands. The ceruial activities and centres offer ready employnfen
migrants, especially children from the northernt pdthe country who ply their trade in these cestrAlthough,
children in Ghana are not supposed to travel umapenied and the Children’s Act of 1998 prohibitddrien
under 13 years old from doing any work for pay mfih, many of these children in Accra do ‘any wddk pay’
such as head porters, servers in food and drirjkings (popularly called chop bars), and as howedpsh Accra
therefore serves as a magnet that attracts chilfifean Bongo district and other areas within the thern
Savannah regions who migrate with the hope of aaigetheir life goals.

M ethodology

This study employed a qualitative approach to meseaemploying three months of in-depth interviewish
child migrants at their destinations in Accra andBbngo district in the north east of Ghana. It wasducted in
2012 during field data collection of my PhD reséaon child migration and educational progressioGhana.
The choice of the qualitative design was approgrlacause it enabled the exploration of the preseasd
patterns of child migration. Since the phenomendn child migration is complex, | explored the
interconnectivity and relationships through naomasi from the children to elicit sensitive data lasytprovided
accounts (in the form of stories) about themsebsd events that affect them in their lives andaurdings
(Bryman, 2012: 582). The children who participated this study were purposefully selected through
snowballing, whereby the researcher made initiadtacts with an individual or a group of people whe
relevant to the research topic and then used sitédl icontacts to further establish and expandtb@r members
of the study population (Bryman, 2012). The chaigurposive and snowball techniques was stratagiit
helped to select child migrants with the requisitperiences for the study. It also operates orptimeiple that
the best information can be obtained through fogusin a relatively small number of instances, dehbely
selected on the basis of relevance and knowledgearorissue under investigation (Denscombe, 2010).
Furthermore, the number of children selected tdigpate in this study was influenced by the numisguired
for the attainment of theoretical sample saturati@uest et al, 2006). Consequently, although a kamp
between six and twelve (6 - 12) is considered gmpate for qualitative research, this study intewed 35
migrant children as a way to reduce the chancefisobvery failure (DePaulo, 2000) by ensuring #mimany
divergent experiences, as it was possible, wasiosghfrom the sample.

On the other hand, a questionnaire was developddadministered to junior high school pupils in Bong
district, who migrated during school holidays, mdlicate their places of destination. This was id&shto trace
their trajectories and to also triangulate the atares given during in-depth interviews. In all,04Basic school
children participated in the questionnaire survey.

A period of three months of field interviews wasndacted in English language (pidgin) and Twi (local
language) with the selected children at their coierce and instances. The interviews were conduatebe
places of abode and work of the children, to hedppen the contextual understanding of the issuehitd
migration. Interviews were recorded and transcrided later translated into English language foheaia

Finally, children were selected for the study aitlconvenience and verbal consent. Children ifiedtias
satisfying the selection criteria but who foundithmrticipation as inconvenient to them were nmnpelled to
participate in the study. Issues of informed cohsancess, acceptance, confidentiality and anoryymanie

important in conducting good research. AccordindRtibson (1993) the investigator is required to a&ixpéll

other aspects of the research or intervention atwith the participants require. As most of thedrein were
not familiar with academic research, written conseas not sought as they did not find it convenggpending
their signatures to documents. Instead, ethicaralece was obtained by explaining the research aimis
individual exercises on an on-going basis to th&ldn and securing their verbal consent (Berld@95) before
the interviews were conducted.

Findings and discussion

The trajectories of migrant journeys do not necdlysiallow predetermined patterns, but by the mations and
process resulting in such journeys, involving aietgrand complex mix of movements. Nonetheless/tadu
migration has generally been categorized as nantlths with Accra and Kumasi serving as major desiims
(Awumbila, 2007; Songsore, 2011; GSS, 2013). Is #tudy, the patterns that emerged are similandeet of
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adult migration, with a general north-south patternd with Accra and Kumasi as preferred destinatisee
figure 2).

As shown in figure 2, although children migratednmany
settlements southwards of the origin district (Bmpgiccra
and Kumasi were dominant recipient destinationsis Th
general pattern confirms that of the Population Hiedising
Census organized in 2010, which revealed that Accthe
most preferred destination of migrants in Ghana §GS
2013). Similarly, Beachamin (1999), Hashim and FEeor
(2011), and Tamanja (2012 and 2014) all describe th
general pattern of migration in Ghana as northisout
Nevertheless, other destinations such as Tamategaipo,
Techiman, Sunyani, Koforidua and Tarkwa were also
important destinations among the children.

Figure 2 Origin and destinations
child migrants

However, some of the children migrated to Bawkuiclvhis
to the east of Bongo (origin) district. This was thnly
destination which was not in line with the northudo
direction observed in the discourse. It is howewar out of
place because Bawku which is in the same admitiigtra
region is a vibrant commercial settlement, linkitrgpde
between the country and Burkina Faso, the neighpori
northern country. Therefore, some of the childregrated
there to engage in non-farm activities to earn sonomey
for use in school.

On the other hand, it emerged from analysis ofridevidual
in-depth interviews that similar patterns (as catesgd by
Lynch) include; cyclical, step-wise, chain and leag
migration.

Source: Tamanja (2014

Cyclical migration

This type of migration involved children moving fnotheir places of origin, direct to their destinas and back
from the destinations to their places of originyidg given seasons of the year. It is repeatednduthe

following season, beginning in July and ends intS&eber, to be repeated in July of the following ry&ae

children involved in this type of migration werehsol children who migrated during the end of yeehool

vacation (which begins in late July and ends inyeGeptember) to work in urban destinations andrretd to

their villages when schools reopened (see figure 3)

Figure 3 Cyclical migration As shown in figure 3, the pattern of
movement is only between the origin and
destination, as they migrated to Accra
and back from Accra to their places of
origin in Bongo district. They returned to

Oriain Destination their villages to attend school at the
(Bongo%istrict) (Accra) beginning of the academic year in their
— schools in Bongo district. The following

are excerpts of narrations by 16-year-old
boy and girl who embarked upon this
type of migration.

Source: Own illustration from field data, 2014 ]
Yes, | travelled to Accra during the

vacation where | worked and got some money. Wétdithp anywhere when we were going. | travelledight
from our village to Accra with some of my frien@ame of them were my class and school mates aradl we
travelled together to Accrale were able to get some work to do, so when schaslabout to reopen, we
returned here to go to school. If you are here dgrvacation, you will not be doing anything and yuaill not
also have money to buy what you need in schoolwBah you travel to Accra, you can get some woikotoso
that by the time school will reopen, you can saneemoney to use in sch@biterview with 16-year-old girl —
Apagre, in Bongo).
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I have travelled to work in Accra two times. | wéadt year and went again this year. It is very dd®cause if
you go there, you will be able to get some worttd@nd get some money to use when school reopanse$jo
every long vacation and return after vacation teeat school. We use the money we get from workidgéra

to buy the things we need in school and also akgianoney to buy food during break time in sclibaéerview

with 16-year-old boy — Abire, in Awiisi)

It can be deduced from these narrations that, $ativloiren migrate to urban destinations (mainlyliccra) to
engage in menial work and return to their homeagtis to attend school after vacation. Migratingitiean

destinations and returning after the end of theatiaw, qualifies such migration to be classifiedcgslical

(Lynch, 2005) since it appears to begin from oniatpand return to the same origin, and repeatedahn This

form of migration has economic and social bendéitsmigrants and for both receiving and sendingsrand is
practiced mostly by young, low-skilled people witth@lependents for whom the only other option igdiently

disadvantageous job offers in their places of ari@immermann, 2014). The children who engage is type

of migration, as observed by Zimmermann, have npleyable skills, are young and without dependentey

are therefore engaged in the informal sectors,gdoianial jobs in the cities of Ghana to earn monkich they
use in school. Although basic education is freaarthern Ghana, children need pocket money to bag fand
other basic things they need in school (Tamanja220

Networks of families and hometowns appear to b edfective at fueling child migration in Ghana. ede
networks do not only serve as links but activelgyiie information and other assistance to migrénildcen.
According to Weeks (2008) the earlier migrants thg groundwork for new migrants. Similarly, other
categorisations emerged from analyzing the intarsjéncluding chain migration.

Chain migration

This pattern of migration emerged as series of mmrgs within a family or defined group of peopleoften
begins with the migration of a family member whoves as a conduit to bring other family memberth&onew
location (see figure 4).

Figure 4 Chain migration

Inter mediate destination Final destination
& o
Origin Join J\l:;J_u
(Bongo district) Us ufr nt/rJ:fdesti )
(Accra)

Source: Own illustration from field data, 2014

As shown in figure 4, networks of families and hoowens resident at intermediate destinations andraAcc
served as links for children to migrate from Borgjstrict to Accra. Narratives of child migrants fieed
elements of invitations by family members, friermisd acquaintances to children to migrate and (imeso
instances) sending money for their transportatitime following are extracts of such accounts withgnaint
children in Accra.

It was my sister and her husband who told my fatbdet me come here to attend school and also thedm
with their work. So my father also told me about ivas already praying to get the chance to comehso |
was happy about {interview with 15-year-old boy - Anabiisi in Acgra

When | was at home, my friend (also from our vildgt living here in Accra) was calling me and agkine to
come to Accra, but now he has travelled to SouticaifHis younger brother, who is now here, waabvays
inviting me to come and help him to sell Khelfadasted meat)especially during Christmas. So | decided to
come here and work to get my own mogheterview with 16-year-old boy - Mumuni in Accra).

From these narrations, the acquaintances of thérehiwho were resident in Accra served as linkgiting and
encouraging the children to migrate to Accra. Althb Anabiisi had an ambition of migrating to Acenrad was
praying for an opportunity, it was actualised bg thvitation of his sister, who was living with hieasband in
Accra. On the other hand, Mumuni was repeatedlitédvby someone from his home village (who he dalis
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friend) to migrate to Accra. Though he did not intliagely honour the invitation and the friend migdturther
to South Africa, his younger brother who assumegpaasibility of managing the khebab business, pedi
with the invitation until he (Mumuni) finally migtad to Accra. Mumuni was not given money for hansport,
but Anabiisi had his fare paid for by his fatheurthermore, Afiako who migrated to a brother at AgdVassa
in the western region recounted thadlidn’t have enough money, so my brother sent someey to me to use
and fare myself to that place. He sent GH¢20, tingnmother also added GH¢Ihterview with 15-year-old
boy - Afiako). Afiako from this narration, did not only get thevitation to migrate, but was given part of the
fare by the brother who invited him. Besides opmaittes for achieving life ambitions, Accra is astieation for
adult migrants (GSS, 2013) who serve as links aetsfchain migration in the country.

Step-wise child migration

Step-wise migration refers to a pattern where mmigraget to their final destinations after migratitagand
through intermediate destinations. It involves i@eseof shorter, less extreme migrations from a@e’s place of
origin to a final destination. For instance, movingm a farm to a village, to a town and finallyacaity (Lynch,
2005). For instance, moving from a farm, to a g#lato a town, and finally to a city (Lynch, 2009he
intermediate destinations are used as steps i todget to the final destination. This pattern eged from
analyzing interviews of children who were no longar school but got to Accra by migrating through
intermediate destinations as shown in figure 5.

Figure 5 Step-wise migratiof I nter mediate Destination Current/final Destination
Akim Oda (Accra)
Duayaw-Nkwanta
o »  Dunkwa-on-Offin
Origin Kintampo
(Bongo district) Techiman

Source: Own illustration from field data, 2014

As can be seen in figure 5, the children migratednfvillages in Bongo district to Accra. Howevdrey first
migrated to intermediate destinations such as ARida, Duayaw Nkwanta, Dunkwa-on-Offin, Kintampo and
Techiman before proceeding to Accra. These settissnare along the way to Accra when traveling fritve
north to the south of Ghana (see figure 2). Théofohg excerpts from interviews by a 17-year-oldybo
(Mumuni) who first migrated to Akim Oda and later Accra, exemplifies children involved in this typé
movements.

| left our village in July 2010 after my JHS, whiewas 15 years old. | first travelled to Akim Odadathen to
this place[Accra]. | went to my mother at Akim Oda for some timhirkt it was about 5 months. At Akim Oda, |
was learning fittinglapprenticeship in Auto Mechanicdfly mother was paying for me to learn the fittiSine
paid GH¢100 for the entire period [3 years] of learg the job. But in December (that was before &as in
2010) my Grandmother died, so my mother left Akola @d went back to our home town, leaving me there
alone. When my mother left, | didn't have anybadgive me money to stay there. Although my motrged a
room for me to stay, the living cost was very higb.| left there after suffering for three (3) munand came
here. This place [Accra] is better and | always wethto come her because | had heard a lot about droevcan
easily find work to do here, but | didn’t have theney to travel direct from our hometown to thiscgl | knew
that if | travelled to live with my mother at Aki@da, she will give me money which | will be ableuse to
continue to this placelr{terview with Mumuni in Accra).

From this account, Mumuni first migrated from hiBage to a small town in the south of Ghana, whezdived
for five months before proceeding to his final desion in Accra. As observed by Punch (2007),dreih ‘may
move seasonally or yearly depending on availablgodpnities or difficulties that arise’, Mumuni ddunot

cope with life at his intermediate destination (AkDda) where he first migrated to join his mothéthwthe

intention of continuing to Accra, after she retutrie their home village. Although his mother gamnhénrolled
on apprenticeship and rented a room for him to, $taycould not stay beyond three months after gépadure of
his mother. He continued his migration journey tca where he was working and earning money o\is

Akim Oda was thus used as a stepping stone (intBateedestination) to get to Accra, which was bisgl term
dream destination. Furthermore, a 17-year-old Bdgr(zui) narrated his experience in the following.
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My journey to this plac€Accra) was not direct. | did not have enough money te tdle bus direct from our
village to this place. So what | did was to stofKattampo and work for about 3 months and whentlsgmme
money, | continued to Techiman where | worked fondhths before coming down to this place. | di&mow
Techiman, but some of the boys | was working witkistampo said Techiman was nearer to Accra arad th
didn’t need so much money to continue from thedscra(Interview with Atanzui in Accra)

Atanzui’'s account is a clear depiction of step-wisigration as he travelled through intermediatpstérom a
rural deprived district to a modern urban destora{iConway, 1980) through a nearby city, and frberd¢ to a
larger city, and eventually to a metropolis (Weel®)8; Lynch, 2005) accumulating capital througtrkirg at
the intermediate destinations towards his prefedestinations (Paul, 2011).

Although Mumuni and other children aspired to areteniving in Accra, it cannot be concluded thatfsecwas
their final destination, as they could further naigrto other destinations with prospects of befpgortunities of
work and livelihood options.

Nevertheless, other children leapfrogged theirmeadiate destinations to their final destinatiamthie course of
their movements.

Leapfrog child migration

Further analysis of the interviews revealed a ngagtern of child migration which is a variant dég-wise
migration, but differs slightly with respect to hoghildren continue from the intermediate to thdimaf
destinations (see figure 6). It is termed leapimigration because children who were involved imigrated to
intermediate destinations, but instead of procegtinthe final destination, they return to theiages of origin
and move over the intermediates to the final datitns.

Figure 6 Leapfrog migration

N
Inter mediate destination Final destination

Origin
(Bongo district) Kumasi

Techiman

Source: Own illustration from field data, 2014

As shown in figure 6, children migrated from theome villages in Bongo district to Techiman, Wiavesw
Kumasi, but instead of proceeding to Accra, theyrreed to their villages and then moved direct avese
intermediate destinations to Accra. In other wottiese children migrated to initial destinatiorsturned to
their places of origin (instead of continuing frahe intermediate destinations) and then sprang twefirst or
intermediate destinations to the final or curregstthation. This pattern of movement was observitd thiree
(3) children who recounted their experiences on llesy first migrated to Kumasi, Wiawso and Techiman
returned to their home villages and then to Acorthée following accounts.

| first migrated to Wiawso, where | helped a ‘brethon a cocoa farm for one (1) year. | thoughtttkizat place
would be good for me and | will be able to make eyofor myself and give some to my mother. | was tbl
earn somethingmoney]small, but it was not much, because he did nett tnee as someone who had gone there
to look for money. So | decided to continue to Aaghere | heard from friends that it was betterréhand |
could make more money there. However, | went baokehto see my mother and give her part of the mbney
got, before continuing my journey to Accra. It vpast of the money that | brought from Wiawso, thased to
fare myself to Accra. | did not wait for it to fihi, because it will have been very difficult for tmeget money in
the village to come to Acci@gnterview with 17-year-old boy - Attis in Accra)
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| first went to my sister at Kumasi (Moshie Zonba) | couldn’t get work there. So | went back hdmsee my
mother before coming to Accra. When | got back hamemother looked for the money for me to come.Her
was crying to her every day, so within a week,ghtehe money for me to come strait to this plagest wanted
to work. So | wanted any work to do in Kumasi, tmyt sister couldn’t find me any. So | returned tkgol
stayed in Kumasi for one year and then left. | toig sister | wanted to go to school, but she toidthat she
didn’t have money to send me and take care of mehaol there in Kumasi, because in Kumasi theysghpol
fees. So, | decide that | will continue to thisgalabecause | heard | could get work to do here éoré
(Interview with 16-year-old girl - Lamisi in Accra)

| did not come direct from our village to this péa@ccra). | first travelled to Techiman with two of my frds.

We were working there and | got some money. | vegpyhwhen | was able to earn some money to betable
continue to this place, but | knew my mother andatimgr siblings were suffering back home. So inbtef
coming here from Techiman, | went back to give sofmdie money to my mother and to tell her thatll w
continue my journey to Accra. | took the bus frdmaré (our village) straight to Accra. | did not ptat
Techiman. | came direct from home. Techiman wasl doo me, but you know, everybody wants to come to
Accra because it is a city and there are more opputies here. Also, when you are home, they regpese
who are in Accra, so we all want to come to Aqénéerview with 17-year-old boy -Abambire in Accra)

It follows from these narrations that, Attis, Lamand Abambire spent some time at their intermediat
destinations (Wiawso, Kumasi and Techiman respelglivbefore continuing to Accra, after returningthir
home villages. It appears Attis was exploited by host (someone from his home village who he catied
brother) as he explains not being treated as soenebo had gone there to look for money. On therdtlaad,
Lamisi’s sister did not only fail to get work foehto do in Kumasi, but could also not enroll haoischool
because of payment of school fees. Although basicsecondary schooling is free for people in themof
Ghana, the same is not the case in the south (fammd Thorsen, 2011; Tamanja, 2012). Thereforetjragng
her education in Kumasi meant that Lamisi’s sisteuld have to pay for her education, which she nasin
the position to do. Lamisi therefore, had to reétramd continue her journey to Accra, but had tarreto inform
and request transport fare from her mother at berehillage.

On the other hand, Abambire was able to earn soomeynat the intermediate destination but needeskial
some to his mother and also inform her of his deeiso continue his journey to Accra. They all reied to
their home villages in Bongo district and then ratgd from there to Accra. The intermediate destinat
served as means of accumulating capital and mappingoutes with minimal risks and cost to prefdrre
destinations (Paul, 2011).

The novelty in this type of migration is that, Tenhn, Kumasi and Wiawso are in the south of Ghamh a
closer to Accra (see figure 2) than the originagks in Bongo district. For instance, the distafioen
Techiman, Kumasi, and Wiawso to Accra are 360krok&Y, and 400km respectively, while Bongo is 837km t
Accra. It would have been expected or logical tfegee that these children will naturally continteir journeys

to Accra from Techiman, Kumasi or Wiawso, sincesthantermediate destinations are closer to Acch an
would cost less in terms of transport fares. Oncihrtrary, they chose to return to their home gaisiand then
migrated from there (over Techiman, Kumasi and V¢@wo Accra, a distance of about 837km. Attis for
instance explained that he was careful not to sgdinthe money at home, as he would not be ablgetathe
needed fare to Accra. This suggests he had thesiote of continuing his migration to Accra. Howeviee went
back to his home village from Wiawso, whereas hadtave spent less on fare, if he had continuenh fihe
intermediate destination. He however opted to gtk ba his home village and to move from there teic The
motives for going back to their home villages haeen recounted to include going to see their fasigind give
part of their earnings to their surviving parenéfdoe proceeding to Accra. Abambire, for instanad to return

to give part of his earnings at the destinatiohitomother in his home village, inform her and shekblessing
before proceeding to Accra over the intermediatgidation.

It can be deduced from these narrations that the maderlying motivation for the journeys childremake is
poverty. They all narrated migrating to work in erdo support their parents (mainly mothers). Tih@icates
that poverty is widespread in the district, whicksa poverty incidence of 67.4% (GSS, 2015). Furibee,
Mohammed and Apusigah (2005), Hashim (2007), Hasaid Thorsen (2011)), and Tamanja (2012) all
identified poverty as the main motivation for mitpa in the north east of Ghana and in particutaildren in
Bongo district. It is thus plausible to opine thaiytailing the phenomenon of child migration atdldttendant
risky journeys in the district is contingent ontihging interventions and policies that will redupoverty and
empower parents and households to take care ofdhidren instead of relying on them as econongierds to
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support in the family finances. The introduction tbé Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP)
programme instituted by the Ministry of Gender, |@fn and Social Protection in 2008 is in the riginection.
Although the programme offers a lifeline and haes plotential to keep beneficiary households andviddals
out of abject poverty, it is inadequate and not teefeted. Also, the accounts of the children aée® they were
either in school or had completed nine years oickashooling. Their involvement in migration hasplimations
for their ability to progress in the pursuit of theducation since they only engage in menial jabgheir
destinations which could disrupt their education.

Conclusion

Child migration involves complex processes andepat with several challenges; both in the coursé¢hef
movement and at the destinations. This study egfldhe patterns that emerged from the trajectarfieshild

migrants from Bongo district, in the north eastdfana to the national capital (Accra). The patténas emerge
from the journeys of the children are similar togh of adult migration and include cyclical, chand step-wise
migration. However, a novel variant of step-wisgyration emerged as ‘leapfrog’ migration. It invadvehildren

who migrate to intermediate destinations, but adtef progressing to their final destinations (dh step-wise
migration), chose to return to the origin beforapig the intermediate destination to the finaltidesion.

Although this type of migration is novel, more dagarequired for its validation as it was identifien the

movements of only three children.

These patterns have implications for decision nmkind implementing policies aimed at minimizing trsks
associated with such journeys. This is becausamizimg such risks to enhance the benefits of thenomenon
of child migration need not only focus on the amigind final destinations, but paying attentionrtteimediate
destinations as well. Furthermore, since the cafditivation for the migration of children from Bgo district
is to escape poverty as the district has high 06).4hcidence of poverty (GSS, 2015), establishimmgation
facilities will reduce the fallow period, provideome opportunities for the people to engage in egvoo
activities and reduce the level of poverty. In theantime, households most affected should be &dder
enhanced social intervention programs such as ihelihood Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) being
implemented through the Ministry of Gender and SbBirotection. The quantum of this support needbeto
increased and well targeted at genuine benefisi@mi¢he district. This will minimize poverty amorglnerable
parents and its attendant effects, enabling theprawide the needs of their children and reduceuttye for
children to migrate to work and support their p&sen
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