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Abstract

As a universally accepted sogioditical instrument in overcoming the challengésacic-political instability good
governance provides opportunities for popular pgudtion in decisions that affect the life oe people, access to
power and transparency, predictable and stablé fiegaeworks— rule of law —that promotes equality of citizens
well as accountability of those in power. Oftenis-political policies presumably designed to meet ieed anc
promote the sustainability of sogmlitical development are deliberately manipuldbgdhe political leaders and
the process circumvent constitutional provisionsstimaking the reality of a sustainable politicasteyn througt
good governance a pipeedim. This work presents an understanding of goagrgance and sustainable s
political and economic development, the essendbeftate which is not embedded in the constitutiohalso ¢
function of the ideas and nature of problem cortimanthestate. Good governance no doubt is pivotal to ssfat
and sustainable development; hence for enduringldpmental progress to take place the basic tesfetpod
governance must be well institutionaliz
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1. Introduction

Only when we are clear about the kind of societyanetrying to build can we design a se«political system that
will serve the desired socimslitical goals for which a sustainable politicgs&m is obtained. To Julius Nyere
(1967) a sustainable sogimlitical development can be achieved when theo-political system is based on t
principle of equality, respect for human dignityhasng of distributive soc-political resources by all a

exploitation by none.

More often socigpolitical policies presumably designed to meetrteed and promote the equality of all citizens
deliberately manipulated by the political cle a relatively small group of people that is conssi@nd actie in
politics and from whom the national leadershiprisveh. However this class, mostly instrumental ® platroi-client
network within government has, in a sense, cukidatlliances where their primary interest is thseicic-political
gains through ite manipulation of the system to the detriment lué tnajority, they acted in contempt
constitutional rules and agreements they had swmmumphold to enhance their own power, ignore oibéehtely
circumvent constitutional provisions and thus mgkihe reality of a sustainable political system in haity
through good governance a pipe dre

In a situation like this, the authority of govermm over their people tends to be progressivelylentp which
invariably reduces compliance with decisi@nd regulations. In this way, the sogiolitical and economic rights
citizens are affected and the demand for this lg¢adsonflicts which affect the sustainability ofcéa-political

development negatively. Therefore good governamceredicated upn mutually supportive and cooperat
relationships between government, civil society] tre private sector. The nature of relationshipsrag these thre
groups of actors, and the need to strengthen viaklghanisms to facilitate interactions, assuritical importance.
Consequently one of the major challenges to hasiegstainable soc-political and economic development Nige
today is dearth of good governan
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The rest of the paper is organized as follows.i8edtvo look at the concept of gernance, section three expla
good governance. Section four look at some of tleblpms associated with sustainable developmeigeria.
Finally, section five concludes that the sustailitgtdf socic-political and economic development in Nigeringes
on corrupt free governance with strong open, traresg efficient and accountable political instibumis.

2. The Concept of Governance

In the last two decades, the concepts of governandegood governance have become extensively ndeath th:
academic and donor communitiegthe Western world. This is why governance can legl uis several contexts su
as corporate governance, international governarat&nal governance and local governance. Thisstgasficantly
contributed to the array$ oonnotations given to the concept. These twaiticats have different conceptualizatio
On one hand there is the academic approach, whichsés mainly on the study of the different waysviich
power and authority relations are structured iniven society/country for the sustainability of sucltisty. On the
other hand there is the donor community’s approattich places value on the role state structurag ol ensuring
sociopolitical and economic policy justice and accouiitigtthrough opn policy processe:

However governance has been variously defined bglacs as the management of society by the peoplas the
exercise of authority to manage a country's «political affairs and resources. Udo (2004) howesanments the
there tas hardly been unanimity as to its core meaningd,amnto how it could be applied in practice. Thotiyb
term has always been given a significant placehegydonor community in the frameworks for se-political and
economic development but the facthe term is yet to have a standard meaning.

The Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (6th edtifi defines governance as the activity of gover@irapuntry.
Streeteen (n.d) perceive governance to be the $tine onany ways in which individuals and inutions, public and
private, manage their common affairs. Hence a namg process through which conflicting or divenrsierest may
be taken. Balogun (1998:3) however believe thateseoholars view governance as the act of governimge

others draw aorollary between it and the democratization precéise process of empowering the civil soc

actors and institution, and some others view i imore nuanced form as the problematic relationsbtpreen th
state and civil society. The term goverce no doubt has gained great usage in contemppulic administration
Scholars and theorists in the field believe thattdrm governance is an organizing concept thateguihe politica
leaders as administrative practices shift fromitieaucrac state to what Osborne and Gaebler (1993) sdurd-

party government.

In a shift from the above Eregha (2007) perceiveeguance to be the total ability to organize, sgathe and direc
the various actions of the working parts of the ggament macinery in order for such a government to perft
meaningfully, creditably and acceptably. What shiggests is that governance is a rational conbeptptace valu
on the nature of interactions between the statetlamgeople and among the people thdves. Akpotor (cited in
Eregha, 2007) submitted that governance covemsakcts of the relatio— complex or simple that exist between
a government and a people. Therefore the extewhich the people’s affairs are managed depends@rlass o
people in power. Which in other words means goveraaould be good or ba

Conceptually, governance is different from polittst as a human phenomenon, governance is exenvitieid a
given sociopolitical and economic context and belongs to abte department of politics. When it comes to
allocation of values, politics is authoritative lygvernance has to do with the process and mecharmgallocating
these values without jeopardizing the principleeqfiality, justice and fairness. Hengovernance is the process
employed by the state to attain a range of desmamic-political goals (Ogundiya, 2010). To Jon Pierre Q@
governance is a means of sustaining coordinationcaherence among a wide variety of s-political actors with
different purposes and objectives. The actors inrgard may include political class, interest groapd the civil
society as well as nogevernmental organizations, hence the assertidrgthernance is different from politi

From the above governama@an be seen as the exercise of political, ecanoamd administrative authority
manage a country’s affairs at all levels. In esselcexplained that governance has three dimensjoolftical,
administrative and economic. Political governarscte process of decisiomaking to formulate policies. Politic
governance however seek to prevent and reduce amainte-state conflicts, implementation of constitutio
democracy, which include free and fair election #melrule of law that guarani the promotion and protection
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rights of the people. Administrative governancéhis system of policy implementation and promotesantability
as well as efficiency of public office holders whiéconomic governance includes the dec-making processes that
affect a country’s economic activities and its tielaships with other economies. Incorporating allee, gooc
governance defines the processes and structurtegutiia political and soc-economic relationship:

In a departure from the abof@ real soci-political and economic development to take place state there is ne:
to create an atmosphere of peace and stabilitychwivill boost confidence and faith in every indiva and grouj
that make up the country. This brings us to th¢ that governance cannot be explained in isolatiithout the
institutions through which the act of governanceasried out. The sustainability of a polity no dbuwequires
workable political system devoid of manipulatioorfr the political leadersut in another words for sowpolitical
sustainability of a state, the political instrumémough which the character of the people is memktemains ver
significant. Therefore the success of nationalgragon cum development in a state depenc the viability of the
political institutions devoid of manipulatic

Institutions are seen as durable systems of eskadli social rules and conventions that structypeated huma
interaction through which a society (state) undexsacertain functior which may be political, economic or soc
(Hoggson, 2001, North, 1989). In essence, an utiit is a regulatory agent that specifies and vatgis how
groups and individuals in a society perform certairspecific soci-political and economic functns. In a political
system, institutions no doubt would have a profoimftlence— negative or positive- on the pattern of socio-
political and economic performance. Political amdreomic institutions are two variables that sigrfitly rely on
each othe giving us an insight into the fact that econondievelopment may best be promoted by polit
institutions and vice versa.

Diamond (2012) observes that while economic instifis are critical for determining the prosperifyaostate, it it
the politics and political institutions that determine whadromic institution a country has. By political titigtion
we mean an organization which creates, enforcesappties laws that mediate/manage conflict, makéips on
the economy and the social (reatory and welfare agencies) system. Examples dfigal institutions include
political parties, the courts etc. The term maypakfer to the recognized rules and principles iwitkhich the abowvi
organizations operate including such concepts agitht to vote and to be voted for. Political instituts affec
economic institutions by providing the politicahfneworks that creates rules that either facilibatmilitate agains
the growth of the economic institutions. Thus, aimgble political intitutions will lead to progressive econon
institutions. Put in another word the growth andl-being of the state depend on the workability of pldtical
institution in place.

On the other hand, economic institutions can bevetitas those institions that perform economic functions
relation to establishing and protecting the ecomongihts of groups and individuals and as well geouoperatior
in a state. Inclusive economic institutions aresthdhat allow and encourage the participatiorgroups and
individuals in economic activities and allow indivials to make the choices they wish, observes Didnf2012).
All-encompassing economic institutions arise from jealitinstitutions that share political power, peutarly in a
multi-ethnic state instead of allowing power to be vested inviddals. In other words, political power rests the
broad participation of citizens in the decision ingkprocess. This would deprive the political clagstheir
exclusive control of socipelitical end economic power. Significantly, economic growidincbe promoted b
political institutions. Hence political institutisrare a deep cause of development Flachaire (@0411)

The above shows that good and workable political aconomic institutions e unequivocally needed for t
sustainability of a political system. In other werdood institutions refers to laws and practiced #erve as
motivational factor for citizens (groups and indivals) to work hard, and become economically prtdecend
thereby enrich themselves as well as the stateidelg, good economic and political institutiondl\wkely increase
the possibility of resolving rdistributional conflicts in a stat

A close observation of the above submission shbasfor poitical and economic institutions to function in ri-
ethnic state of Nigeria there has to be inclusiweegnance that will serve as a corrective measusstia-political
exclusion, inequality and the hegemonic dominantehe political class. Incluve governance refers to t
perception that every individual and group in destaas equal soc-political and economic rights to be part of
society which invariably enhances governance awnthptes effective institutions, sound sc-economic policies,
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and respect for values of everyone in the stateat\ifiis suggests is that the sustainability of stesy depends ¢
the functionality of strong economic and politicastitutions where the political institution is fetionally designe:
to serve the interest of the people.

3. Explaining Good Goverhance

The relationship between governance and developrhast raised the international policy agenda. Thisi
widespread agreement that governance matterssitaity and for improvement in economic anccial outcomes.
Good governance is perhaps the single most importactor in promoting soc-political and economic
development. But what exactly is good governanchmKing about how best to govern is not a new is
According to Ogundiya (2010) it w central to Aristotle’s thinking about how best axilitate people’s ability t
lead flourishing lives in Ancient Greece. In theeldatures on governance, virtually everyone agoeesome ke
points; that governance refers to proc— how things areahe, that a discussion of governance requires tharea
focus on government. It also relates to the nabfinelations between state and society. In essiregers to the
nature of rules that regulate the public re— the space where the state, ploditical and economic actors interact
make decision and promote values for the whole roegiion and demonstrate the values of good gowvee
through effective and transparent s«-political decisions.

Therefore good governance; when defined rms of this paper means fair and equitable allocabif resources fc
the achievement of the end or purposes of the,stdtieh is the promotion of the common good of titizens.
Good governance provides opportunities for poppknticipation in decions that affect the life of the peop
access to power and transparency as well as aadlilyt of those in power. Thus so-political stability is a
product of good governance.

Good governance, no doubt, is a universally accepoeic-political ingrument that every nation can use to sterr
challenges of political instability. Which is whyushi (2004) believes good governance signifieqréigipative
manner of governing that functions in a responsidbeountable and transparent manner ban the principles of
efficiency, legitimacy and consensus for the puepo§ promoting the rights of individual citizensdathe public
interest, thus indicating the exercise of politieall for ensuring the material welfare of sociedpd sustainabl
sociopolitical development with social justic

Eyinla (cited in Omotola 2007) sees good governagaccountability, security of human rights andl diberties,
devolution of powers and respect for local autono@god governance is closely linked te extent to which a
government is perceived and accepted as legitincatemitted to improving public welfare and respeado the
needs of its citizens, competent to assure lawoader and deliver public services, able to creatersabling policy
envronment for productive activities and equitabletgrconduct

Therefore, a system of good governance would cbo$ia set of rules and institutions, a legal framerk for
development and a system of public administratidnickvis open, transparerefficient and accountable. In ott
words it is a system that sees nothing in corrmpticepotism; exclusivism etc. but embrace politaetions tha
engender socipelitical productivity. Good governance comprisks existence of effective mechanistprocesses
and institutions through which citizens and groapsculate their interests, exercise their legghts, meet thei
obligations and mediate their differences. Sigaifity good governance can be judged within theae geemises (e
individuds and groups must be allowed to participate inisi@c-making, either directly or through their elec
representatives. Of course this is built on freeadrassociation and speech, as well as on the itppagarticipate
in governance constructivelyp) decisiormakers in government; the private sector and-society organizations
should be accountable to the public as well asnstitutional stakeholders (c) a fair, predictablel stable lege
frameworks — rule of law that enforces impartial, particularly the laws on human rights as welpasmote the
equality of all (d) transparency, this is built tre free flow of information. Processes, institnscand informatiol
should be directly accessible to the citize

The above inform us thaood governance also involve democratic polititsisIprecisely for this reason tt
development cannot simply be managed into motiosdoge idealized system of good governance, evatiatm
the world of politics. Scholars have suggested tieithe democracy nor good governance is independent Vesi:
They are dependent ones, and whatever their refdtip with soci-political as well as economic growth a
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development may be, both are the product of paatidinds of politics and can be fouiin states which promote
and protect them.

As a universally accepted sogoditical instrument it could help in overcomingetithallenges of soc-political

instability. Good governance could be used to @yitdgment about how a country is governed.nables the
raising of evaluative question about proper procesiutransparency, responsiveness, the qualitypaocess o
decision making, and other such matters (DoornB081: 94). Therefore if soc-political development/stabilit
must be achieved; iJeria must aim for growth that cannot be easilyersed through the political process
imperfect — bad governance.

Good governance is measured by the level of ittopeance; that is its ability to effectively delivihe most crucie
socio-political gooddeginning with securi-to citizens of natiorstates. The hierarchy of political goods bey
with the supply of security, especially human siégwrithin which citizens are able to resolve andmage dispute
without recourse to arms or other fcs of coercion. It can also be measured throughptbeision of political anc
civil freedom, that is, participation of citizenseély, openly, and fully in politics and the paial process. Thi
encompasses the right to compete for politicalceffitoerance of dissent and difference; as well as fumddaat
human rights, a fiscal and institutional contexthivi which citizens can prosper, support for csdkiety, a metho
of regulating the sharing of the environmental camm etc. This eventually @tes an environment that
conducive to soci@conomic and political development. Together, trenagement, supply and delivery of th
goods constitute governance, and the extent tohafdtion states do or do not perform w

Madhav (2007) believegood governance has much to do with the ethicalrgtimg of governance and must
evaluated with reference to specific norms and athjes as may be laid down. It looks at the furrdtig of the
given segment of the society from the point of vigvits acknowledged stakeholders, beneficiaries and custorit
must have firm anchorages in certain morals, staisgdaalues and principles. One fact that shoulddted is tha
the question of dealing with governance, thoughteel to democracy is cultt specific and system bound. Tl
depends, to some extent, on the historical expeggnf a nation, its culture, and the aspiratidrissgeople and th
stated soci@conomic and political objectives of the stateluding individual and group preferces, current issues,
the expectations of the governed, type of polityatem as well as the ideological and the relfgidisposition o
the state. Hence, the conceptualization of govexmas the totality of the exercise of authorityia manageme of
a country's affairs, comprising of the complex magisms, processes, and institution through whitizeris anc
groups articulate their interests, exercise thegjal rights and mediate their differenc

4. Associated problem of sustainable development in Nigeria

To describe governance as good or bad, an unddistpaf the essence of the state which are not ddgzkin the
constitution but also a function of the ideas aatlire of problem confronting the state is requir@dhe essence
the stée to earlier thinkers such as Aristotle, Plataj &ousseau is to promote the common good of tleend
notwithstanding their political or ethnic status

Governance no doubt matters instrumentally fora-political and economic development asll as performance.
Better governance is positively associated withrompd investment and growth rates. Government &ffatess, al

efficient bureaucracy and the rule of law are aisged with better economic performance. Sustaindbielopmen

is seeras the process by which a type of s-political and economic change is introduced in8ystem in order t

produce a better production and improved sociangement. However, the level and rate of s-political and

economic development of any pcular society is influenced by variables such asphlitical culture, leadersh

and governance. In Nigeria lack of good governdraebecome an impediment to true and real develapime¢he

polity, hence development is all about positiveis@t orginization for the benefit of al

Here, we posit that lack of good governance in Néges a manifestation of its leadership and ingtihal failure
and corruption is one of its indicators. Corruptiwes been defined as the perversion of integritstate of affairs
through bribery, favor or moral depravity, an attwhich the power of public office is used for peral gain in ¢
manner that contravenes the rules of the game @RO4, Lawal 2007). When corruption acts like ailitebive
Trojan hore, it is bound to negate development and even dexoypcScholars have come to agree that corru
can be categorized into the productive and theadvmtive, where the latter is associated with midgtan states
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and the former with the Western wol. Therefore the failure of governance in Nigeriaifunction of the natui
and character of the Nigerian political eli

Significantly Nigerian leaders are saggrandizers and segderpetuators who subvert and debauch every
institution of governrant to serve their needs and not that of their lgedtherefore the problem of sustaina
development in Nigeria is both a symptom and counseges of bad governance. Corruption no doubtdgmit in
most African societies it occurs in the politicakonomic and administrative spheres. Corruption igseoin
countries where institutions, such as the legistatind the judiciary are weak, where rule of law adherence t
formal rules are not rigorously observed, wherdtigal patronage is the starrd practice, where the independe
and professionalism of the public sector has beedeel and where civil society lacks the means togbpublic
pressure to bear (Lawal, 2007:1). Arguably, alsthare found in Nigeria sowpolitical system and sigficantly, a
major threat to good governance and expected -political development.

Scholars and other international experts rank pudgctor corruption or the use of public office p@rsonal gain, ¢
a major constraint that has hindered Africa «omic, political, and social development. In relatio this is the rat
of poverty which has creatively become part of Maye life. Persistent soc-political and econom poverty is a
destabilizer, especially if such poverty is shared grossly uneual manner, or is widely regarded as being unfi
distributed as the few who are relatively rich ilgguin conspicuous consumption. Known or suspecteduption
among the political class often makes the problarse. It should be noted that corrun throughout the society is
more difficult to overcome. Significantly politicatstability, real or imagined, can be a source Bnoften used ¢
an excuse, for bad governance.

Historically Nigeria relatively performed well ihé early years of indendence but from the 1970s everyth
seems to have failed or collapse totally as a regubw economic growth rates, declining agricudtiuproduction
stagnating manufacturing, rising imports, and rpekpanding external debts. It should be noteat agriculture
was the mainstay of Nigeria economy before the adisry of oil in commercial quantity; unfortunatethe
groundnut pyramid in the north, cocoa in the wesd @alm oil in the east has all disappeared. Afrann
administrative inefficiencyof Nigerian leaders economic mismanagement has dieen the bane of sustaing
sociopolitical development in the country coupled witlamy civil unrests, and ethnic violence. Politicahders
using the instrument of office manipulate politigadtititions to perpetually and dictatorially remain ifficé. What
this suggests is that bad governance in Nigermadaifested by its unfashionable and undemocratigi@idtrative
system.

It is important, however, to realize that good goamce as a horm cnot make sense unless it is predicated ot
presupposition that the experience and knowleddeadfgovernance is possible and real. On this Iiasisorm o
good governance is the political ethic that wilblpably challenge and possibly replace ttality of bad governance.
The argument here is that good governance is pitmtuccessful and sustainable development. Tésupnption i
that for enduring developmental progress, the bisiets of good governance must be well institaiaed. The
point, however is that neither good governance noreldpment can take place in an atmosphere of chad
anarchy.

Significantly good governance is fundamentally &alile to all sections of the society and publiccamtability anc
transparency are aslegant for the one as for the other. It is whentlafise and various other sections of soc
conduct their affairs in a socially responsible mamthat the objective of achieving the larger gobdhe larges
number of people in society can be achd. Good governance can also be seen as a commitmenhe capabilit
to effectively address the allocation and managémieresources to respond to collective problemsi¢-economic
and political problems). In view of these assedione can say tt where there is accountability, transparency
effective management, the views and the positidmsdividuals and groups, will be consider:

According to the Nigeria vision 2010 document (NigéNorld Document, 1997) good governance is edeiuatc
accountability in all its ramifications. In essergmod governance calls for a sc-political system which guarante
socioeconomic and political rights of the citizen. lis komment on African leaders Wole Soyinka (a Ndbrite
Laureate in Literatee, 1986) said “Africans dreams of peace and pritypbave been shattered by the gree
corrupt, and unscrupulous rule of African strongm®ne would be content with just a modest cleanipgf the
environment, development of opportunities, headtivices, education, and eradication of poverty. Bubttunately
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even these modest goals are thwarted by a poweedrand rapacious leadership who can only obtagir
egotistical goals by oppressing the rest of ustg€in Owoye and Bissessar, n d-15). Most Nigeria leaders
seems to have disregarded the importance of cotistis or state institutions like parliament; thdigregard th
principles of checks and balances and in the pmydbey wielded enormous power and authority whibdtwed
them to subjugate all relevant sc-political institutions and prevent the necessargokis and balances commor
good governance.

Nigeria no doubt is a mulgthnic society with every ethnic group clamoring government attention but when 1
socio-ecoomic and political needs of the people are not ritdeads to frustration and its attendants aretipal
instabilities and insecurity among the people. Flstainability of a political system that engendalisround
development considerably depenn the functionality of certain elements within thality and the role played t
the political leaders in ensuring equitable disttibn of soci-political and economic goods. But where people
not feel secure socially, politically and econorticathe result, invariably, will be conflict, developmententually
goes into reverse.

One of the plethora challenges facing Nigeria todeguably is the centralization of sa-political and economic
power. This no doubt has serve as an impetus fougbleaders not wanting to leave office for fear of be
investigated for corruption and their abuse of a&ffi In the few instances where political leadeift ddfice
voluntarily, they hangbicked their successors and continued to dictdieigs from behin the scenes thus covering
their tracks to remain in power for a long time.n@alization is a form of government that ensutest tsoci-
political and economic relations radiate to andhrfra center. Centralized government often claimesadihg positiot
among other national agencies by virtue of itssgigtion over the level of governmental units. Isitaation like this
power is exerted by a daeto political executive leader to which all lewelf government are considered subject
essence altonstituted governments are to some degree neitggsantralized. In essence what is available toh
subordinate government is determined by the cegwakrnment. This is opposed to a decentralizetesysFor
example the decentralized system adc in the Nigerian in the name federalism seems tanbprinciple; in
practical, the system is highly centralized, whigs always facilitated the insubordination of gmupthe countr
that feel disadvantaged against the source of .

Contrarivise decentralization is considered a strategyooegnance and a gradual process of reform thatesdec
to transfer power and resources to a level of gowent that is closer to the people, better undedsaind mort
easily influenced (Wekwete, 20@. The underlying aim of decentralization is tthance the level of participatic
of civil society in governance. Decentralizatiorels® to address efficiently the limitations of c-concentration of
power, authority and resources at the center,dck of equity in the allocation of resources and ithsufficient
representation of various political and ethnic g®in the decision making proce

Considering the fact that Nigeria is a m-ethnic states Brian (1981) argued that a highlyredinec arrangement is
best for states which did not have its origin ipasate political units voluntarily seeking politiaznion, but is ¢
creation of the colonial administration. Since thekfferent political entities were brought togetlwvoluntarily,
there will always an element of distrust among thesith each ethnic group wanting to exploit any oppity to
control the center to the detriment of other ethgicups. This has been the experience some of th&-ethnic
states in Africa to date amlzantage some of their leaders have ta

However centralization of socieeonomic and political power may serve two purpdggssoci-economic and
distributive purpose that brings sustainability tbeé polity (b) it can also serve the purpose ofig-political

instability where it is been manipulated for thegmse of exerting the hegemonic status of theipalitlass and on
group over others. Whichever way the driving foaofethis action goes, if it is for so-economic and political
sustainabity, it must seek to balance the demands of evesyg to prevent conflict. What this translategstthat
the greater the concentration of resources in tit@mal government, the greater the motivation fugs anc
individuals to capture the cent@nd in the process destabilize the po

From the above good governance can be said torbestleverything. Once the state gets it right {jalily)
nothing else matters. This means that any stateid@®f good governance tends to exhibit an inse in criminal
violence, the provision of limited quantities ofseatial political goods, flawed so-economic and political
institutions, corruption flourishes, the stateydri by ethnic hostility victimizes its own citizewho are regarded
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political enemies or hostile. However, when democradices and the fundamental human rights of theetiizas
entrenched in the constitution and its manifestatiisible within the polity, there is a tendencyachieve societ:
goals. In other words whepitizens accept their fundamental obligation to kvimr the common good and benefit
the country, with regard to political, social antbeomic equality, the promotion of a common bonduos tha
disregards disunity and promotes national integnaind the sustainability of the polity.

In the political arena of most countries in Africaplitical institutions have become a platform foersona
enrichment and promotion of group interest. Nigésidowever not left out as its weak political ingtons have
negatively impacted the sustainability of s«political development in the country. Political fibgtions are
organizations which create, enforce and apply lahat mediate conflict; make government policytie €conom:
and social system, drotherwise provide representation for the citiz@xistair, 2012). Political institutions provid
in a sense, the rules of the game in political &fel are themselves created to resolve some-political and
economic problems. Some of the genproblems that political institutions might resolve the problems related
collective action, delegation of power etc. Exarspté such political institutions include politicphrties, tradi
unions and the courts. The term also refers toréltegnizd structure of rules and principles within whicle
aforementioned bodies operate. This includes sucitepts as the right to vote and be voted for, aesiple,
responsive and accountable governn

The sustainability of a polity, of a necessity,uires workable political institutions devoid of manligtion from the
political leaders in the polity. These conditionensidering the dynamic nature of ethnic grouphligreria, may be
social, economic and political, where the politicainditions undern the social and economic factors. In of
words, for the sustainability of a state sociadlgpnomically and politically, the political instremt through whicl
the character of citizen in the polity is measur@ahains very significant. Thus a weakitical institution no doubt
remains detrimental to socpwlitical development of a stat

Kaur (2007) opines that the primary reason for sidgpdemocratic governance in advanced states hayst beel
informed on the basis that it was linked to devment and as well regarded as a channel to thezadial of
individual and group socipelitical values. Considering the context in whtbfs topic is been discussed, democt
can be viewed as a political system that gives rémmthe participation opeople through the electoral process
does not give room for the politics of exclusiomther, it ensures that every group is fully invalviem the
governance/decision making process. In other wardbpuld be seen as government that is basele acceptance
and operation of rule of law, particularly wheree thights of every individual devoid of group coresiation is
guaranteed and thus, enhance the -economic sustainability of the country. That iseithances the process
development.

One aspect of democracy which is relevant to thigysia developmental democracy. This is a democststernr
that provides a multidimensional avenue for s-political and economic experimentation (Sklar, 198f3a suitably
broad concept of developmetat incorporate the general w-being of the population at large is taken, inclgg
some basic civil and political freedoms, a demognabich ensures these freedoms is almost by digfinitnore
conducive to development (Bardhan, n.d.). By imetatior, developmental democracy focuses on the wor
growing capacities for setfirected and collective soc«-political action across differences for problemvaay and
the creation of individual and common goods. It a@nes of democracy as a society prting developmental
actions and points towards institutional and caltehange (Boyte, 2008). Unfortunately, the deegesueial fabric
of the country characterized by almost 280 ethmamigs through which the various ethnic leaderstiqdarly the
major ethnic groups, gain ascendancy and exert thegjetmonic power has not allowed the system to wbhle
result of this is the spate of civil and ethnic ftiats in the country. Of course this has shownt tlewen after 5.
years of political independendégeria has not been able to produce a strong &idevpolitical institution capab
of effectively stemming conflicts over distributiveocic-political and economic resources. Therefore
sustainability of socigolitical development of a state deds on the viability of the political institutions such
state.

One thing that should be borne in mind is thata assult of the policy of divide and rule, the ctsyrhas not bee
able to produce a national agenda for nationalo-political and ecoomic integration that engenders a sustain
development. Rather, the country has producedditgyground for the emergence of ethnicity anddhallenge o
how to have a strong political institution that @agender all round developme
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The foreg@ing means that political institutions in Nigerigght from the onset, have been weakened with ¢lsalt
that it became difficult for democratic institut®mvhich should be the vehicle for development tovéh Perhaps
the reason one can still refey the statement made by one of the regional palifuggernauts, Awolowo, th
“Nigeria is not a nation. It is a mere geographegbression” (cited in Diamond, 1988:26). At a timken Nigeric
needed a viable democratic environment, ethniditpugh the activities of the political parties, thrives ihe
Nigerian polity. This has shown that the politicadtitutions of the First Republic lacked the ol capability tc
fully integrate the components of Nigerian sockti#t is on this weak polcal institution that Nigeria aft
independence has been building (Oyediran and Agh8gl). Arguably, one can consider Nigeria asuntry built
on an unstable foundation of bad governi

This explains why the reorganization of Nigeriavismaller uits/states could not change the trend of partytips

even with the adoption of a muftarty democracy in the polity. For example thereengx political parties in th

second republic among which the three major paatflemorphed from the old p-independence political parties a

with the same set of leaders. As a result of this,parties were weak and lacked the s-economic and political
ideology needed for the country to rise above ettynexcept for the political ideology of their Bere. Uwazurike
(in Oyediran and Agbaje,1991) commented that trgeh& political pattern exist as an unstable fofrd@mocracy

with most of the political parties narrowly baseddatied to the whims and caprices of their leadehose

ideological vision isot nationally oriented but personal biases. Tla@eehe reasons for the lack of continuity in

country’s developmental programs.

For most of the people in a democratic state, kamgle in Ghana, United States of America, SoutticAfetc.
electiors have meaning. The reason is no-fetched. It is because; through the process ofiefethe majority (the
electorate) makes crucial decisions that will léathe choice of policy makers who will engendetis-economic
and political stability of th country. This means that there is a link betwberelectoral practice and sc-political
sustainability in a country. One feature of a weaENigerian political institution is electoral ih Every electiol
held in Nigeria since independence, wthe exception of the June 12, 1993 election whicluldl have ushere
Nigeria into a new political experiment, has beearned by extreme rigging, the resultant effect bfckhi has alway
been conflict in the country. The reason one cam fjiere is that ere has been the absence of an indepel
electoral body. Ironically, the electoral body &dsto be independent but the fact that the memdrersppointed b
the government (incumbent) has not made them foge the control of the government in oe. In fact some of its
officials while compiling the result of electionsve been known to engage in electoral malpracticeldase th
political leaders, thus justifying the saying tha¢ who plays the piper dictates the tune” Theipart nature othe
electoral bodies in Nigeria, has been reflectedlirthe elections held in Nigeria particularly thaft 1983, 2003
2007 elections. It has been argued that one ofnidger factors that led to the fall of the First @elcond Republi
was the electotdraud orchestrated by the Federal Electoral Cossinn (FEDECO) that conducted the elect

The political situation in Nigeria appears to beyveroblematic and weakened due to the lack ohatitutionalizec
political body free from manipulation a corruption. This has led to a lack of faith in thmpartiality and
transparency of Nigeria’'s political institutionsoWever, the importance of strong political insiitas cannot b
overestimated. They would not only boost the cotmsocic-political values, but would also boost the morale of
country in the committee of nations and also stifeergthe frame work for addressing the threat lmfiietconflicts tc
national integration.

The political system in Nigeria also lacks a peakafechanisnfor settling political disputes. The rules of thenge
are not adhered to in order to produce a bettemam@ egalitarian society. In addition, elemenagésult oriente
democratic state such as accountability, respditgjbiesponsiveness, toleree of opposition, respect for the rule
law, human rights and constitution are practictdlsking. Without any doubt, this has been a serchallenge tc
peace, justice and the sustainability of s-political and economic development.

The institutionof the judiciary plays a significant role in thestainability of a polity. In South Africa for exaref
the judiciary is held in highest esteem for itsnifigant role play in the sustainability of the fipl Apart from the
primary role of acting as ammstrument of checks and balances on other arngoeérnment, the body plays
significant role in sustenance of the rights of f@pulace. Unfortunately, the role of the judicidrgs beel
downplayed in the Nigerian political setting owitgythe maniulatory tendencies of the political leaders ther
reducing the body to a toothless dog that can baty but cannot bit
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One fact that should be pointed out and which based the judiciary to lose its revered autonontlgesrole playet
by the military in the Nigerian political setting. During thélitary era military tribunals were set up to-exist with
the civil courts in the administration of justicEhis meant that the judiciary was incapacitated dedied its
fundamental role of defendindnd rights of the citizens. The judiciary under kkan administration is equall
manipulated. For example, the appointment of judddbe Supreme Court and attorneys as well asnatyogenera
of the federation is tied to ethnic considerationdjch means that it is possible to jettison merit and exoé
mediocrity. This has actually given room for defidtte manipulation of electoral cases. The attendemult is that :
political crisis which ought to be resolved withauty problem is allowed to denerate to conflict, thus eroding 1
power of the judiciary.

The above submission has not only reflected butshasvn the weakness inherent in Nigeria politicatitutions.

The struggle for political power, with the aim afrdrolling public revenueas not allowed the country’s leaders

to give adequate attention to national integratidn. borrow the words of Simonsen (2005) reversihg

ethnicization of soci@conomic and political conflict is not as easy mweasing it; reversal may neverttss be
possible and the design of political institutiom @lay a role in that. In essence, a deepenedcithcan still be

corrected but it can only be done by strengtherheg political institution and, «ethnicizing politics and th

institutions that control political bodies. Thus, where every grasi duly represented, and the dynamic integre

approach of socieconomic and political institutions is embraced¢his bound to be peaceful-existence of the
ethnic groups which invariably engerrs a sustainable socpmlitical development. In other words, if politic

institutions that deemphasize the politics of exclusion are developetistrengthened, then there is the possibilit

political institutions succeeding in melting theemding ind emerging socigolitical crisis.

No state is really strong unless its governmentthesfull consent of at least the majority of itsople; and it i
difficult to envisage how that consent can be atgdioutside democracy. The key to a govern's effectiveness
and its ability to lead the nation lies in a conation of three elements: One its closeness todtple, and it
responsiveness to their needs and demands; inwtites, democracy. Secondly, its ability to cooaténand bring
into ademocratic balance the many functional and oftempeiing sectional institutions which groups of pec
have created to serve their particular interestsl thirdly, the efficiency of the institutions (@ffal and unofficial)
by means of which its dexibns are made known and implemented throughouwtdbetry.

5. Conclusion:

In Nigeria good governance no doubt is a s-political tool that can be used to reduce the wahbiity of

individuals and groups to socflitical and economic deprivation. ith good governance the civil society can

mobilized so as to increase the rate of developmedteven to ameliorate the impacts of bad govemadf cours:
this requires the participation of individuals agobups, accountability of those in governit to the people,
upholding the tenets of the principle of rule of’land transparency in governan

A sustainable socipelitical and economic development is thereforensa® the process by which a type of s-
political and economic change is progsively and creatively introduced into a politicgstem in order to produce
better and egalitarian society devoid of politiaatl economic corruption. A system of good govereamansist of
set of rules and institutions, a system of publitnanistreion which is open, and sees nothing in corrupt
nepotism; exclusivism etc. but embrace politicaicers that engender so-political productivity.

The sustainability of socipelitical and economic development in human sodethperefore not a o-sided process
but rather multifaceted. What this suggests is th#& seen as a means of generating maximum -political
freedom as well as the ability to create respolitsiblt is the process of bringing about fundanarand sustainab
socio-pditical and economic changes in the society thaberpasses growth, embraces such aspects of thigy(
of life as social justice, equality of opportunfgr all citizens, equitable distribution of distutive socic-political
and economic goods and tdemocratization of the developmental process. Wiitlamy point of contradiction tf
sustainability of socigolitical development in Nigeria hinges on corrdpte governance with strong opi
transparent efficient and accountable politicatifnsons Good governance no doubt is pivotal to successfdl
sustainable development. Therefore for enduringelbgwmental progress to take place the basic tesfeggood
governance must be well institutionalizec
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