Research on Humanities and Social Scier www.iiste.org
ISSN 2222-1719 (Paper) ISSN 222263 (Online gy
Vol 2, No.10, 2012 ISTE

M easur es against Cultism and Cult Activitiesin Campuses. The Urgent Need
For Peaceful Academic Progress|In Higher InstitutionsIn Nigeria

Adesina Adegben® Oribabor Olabisi
1. Institute of Education, Obafemi Awolowo University, lliée, Nigerie
2. Institute of Education, Obafemi Awolowo Universitig-Ife, Nigerie
*E-mail of corresponding authoradesinaadegbenro58@yahoo.

Abstract

Cult has been defined by many specialists in edut It is a small group of people who have extreme iahi

beliefs and who are not part of any establishadio#l. It is an organization whose activities asptaway from the
knowledge of dters. Cult activities started in the 1950s at thmversity of Ibadan purposely to produce fut
Nigeria leadersvho would be very proud of their African heritagedacapable enough to abolish convention. It

meant to sight nonviolently but intelletually and effectively, against the imposition a@irdign convention s t
revive the age of chivalry and to find a lastindgusion to the problems of tribalism and elitism. Wadays, cul

members in campuses are noted for violence anddiselay high Ivels of crudity and barbate. They kill memb
and non-membemuring clashes and all tirr, post serious threat to both students and staffisiftutions. In man'
cases, schools close down as a result of theirinawactivities and academic progress is distudidtie instance «
their activities. The worst of it all is that thdiicrease aily in number and strength in Nigeria campusess

research therefore extorts the origin, objective e activities of secret cults in tertizcinstitutions in Nigeria with
the hope of suggesting measures of curbing thepgrénom tampering with tt peaceful academic environment
the institutions.
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L.introduction

Cult has been defined by many specialists in edut it is a small group of people who have extrereligion
beliefs and who are not part of any establishediogl. it is said to emanate from great and excessive radiom or
belief in a person or idea. This could be manif¢gterituals, praise songs, chants and worshiptebealt therefort
is a set of practicedelief system or idea whose essence is known anithé inner members and excessi
admired and defended eventhe point of deattOlowe (1999) wrote that cultism is a word usedéfer to grouy
activities that are characterized by secrecy, Istudich often involve blood of human, and animaisjence anc
wanton murder. The Oxford English Dictionary deldes cultism as a system of religious worship or @set
administration of a person or thing. The Americamity foundation (1986) defined cuas;

A group or movement exhibiting great or excessiewaticn or dedication to some persidea, or thing and
employing undtical/manipulative or coercive techniques of pessua and control (e.g. isolation from forn
friends and family, debilitation, use of specialthuels to heighten suggestibility and subserviepogyerful groug
pressures, information maregent, suspension of individuality or critical judgnt, promotion of total depender
on the group and fear of leaving it ), designe@dwance the goals of the gr(s leaders, to the actual or possi
detriment of members, their famiéi@r thecommunities . (P.119-120.)

In the same vein, the Oxford Concise Dictionarysotiology (1996) defined ciin anthropological perspecti as
“a set of practices and beliefs of a group in retatd a local god”. It goes further to give a stmjical deinition of
it as a small group or religious activists whoskelfe are typically secrets, esoteandindividualistic. Ogunbameru
(1997) wrote that a secret cult is an organizatidiose activities are kept away from the knowledfetbers.
Aguda (1997) explained thathHese activities are essentially covert, disguised are usually carried out beh
closed doors”. Cults are groups of people joinggttioer by common interewith a brotherly feelin. Cult could be
seen cult as a specific system digiens worship especially with reference to mens’ right and deity

It could be summarily disclosed here that a culk igoup of people irrespective of age, gender ,colousawic-
economic status that form an association (which matyhave legal bking) with the intention of achieving sor
goals. The accomplishment of such goals may or ma&ye detrimental to the welfare of r- members. Cults exist
all over the world.

2. The History of School Cultism in Nigeria

The origin of cultism in Nigeriamniversitie: can be traced to the period when a group calledtByrConfraternit
also known as National Association of Sea Dogs was fedndt the Universit\College,lbadan now called the
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University of Ibadan in 1953.he University college was then affiliate of the university of London .It has t
skull and the crosshones as its logo.

The Pyrates Confraternity was founded by the Afritéobel Laurete, Professor Wole Soyinka and a févers
popularly known as G7. Their original airwere said to be very lofty and noble. Ttaimed at producing future
Nigeria leaders who would be very proud ofir African heritage (kalilu, 1995 The association specifically aed
at abolishing convention it wartdeto revive the age of chiva.Members were saito have maintained these
characteristics eteanest, brightest and the most political consciamong studentsThe confraternity aimed at
fighting in a non wiolent but intellectually and effectively agairtbe imposition of foreign conventions and fin
lastingsolution to the problems of tribalism aelitism.

The founding fathers of this confraternity includedfessor Wole Soyinka who was first democratjcalectec
“captain of the society with the name, captain dioerofessor Muyiwa Awe was callthe Long John Silver, Pius
Oleghe, Ralph Opara and Aigl'Mé&huede

3.Multiplicity of Cult Groupsin Schools

After some yearghat the leaders of pyrate confraternity left th@varsity, things started to change as o
confraternity emerged with different aims attituded mode of relationship with members enon-members.
Adetola (1997) claimed that the first notable déega& came in 1968 with the formation of the Eiyeftaternity at
the University of Ibadan. The formation arose assalt of some members not been &0 meet the high academic
standard oginally set by the sea Dogs confraternity. Firstref decamp resulted to the formation of “caneers
“ the association which later led to anothe-campee (Eiye confraternity) other protestant groupigh sprang u
from the pyrate confraternitincluded Black eye, Vikins, Mafiadragons, Black beret and the following ferr
counterpart unionsFemple of Eden, Frigate Barracuda, Daughter of Jezebel and oth

The pyrate confraternity was said to have domin#tedUniversity scene for twentears before the emergence
the Buccaneers confraternity which was also catedsea lords. Agwu (1999) confirmed that eve prominent
Nigeria student by then belonged to the pyrate redafity and their presence was felt in all theknand crannis
of the society. As at 2003, Nadike in Haz(2011) explained that there are about 45 secrds d¢nl Nigeria
institutions of learning .Cult groups include Blagke, eye, amazons, White Angels, Black brassi€@mily mafia,
black cats, Trojan Horse, €hurist, maphites, Seafearers, the Dragon, theligsls, Fox. There are klukluxklan
the executioners and the Red sea Hoisonmen and the knight cadet.

4.The Objectives of joining Secret Societies (Cult) in the Society.

Personal investigation on the activities of sectdts shows that the sons and daughters of highlgegd individua
who are also strong members of the secret sociaieally enlist in culigroups .Their parents who are strong
members usually have strgp economic power and political influence. The adages make them finance and
secret societies which invariably serve as poititattraction to poor students in the schools whedneeriou:
financial help. They hopethat their financial predicaments can be solvedakng this measure of becoming
member. Also some academically poor students yéitaies that they want to get a degree by all means. Beng
a menber of a society will give therthe opportunity of having rappowtith both influential students and sol
lecturers who are membesEcult groups. The opportunity may usher themdhance of pesing well in their school
examinations. Nigeria is certificate crazy, heneerg person wants to get a degree or higher aaatdibecause it
a” meal ticket” to position of authority and prolbatwealth

Some students especially the female onescult groups because their boyfriends are men. They either join
voluntarily after they are introduceto such orjoin by “accident” or pressure from their fiancélmyfriend. Som:
could join by accident after they were introducetbithe society withut prior knowledge of the introduction a
they are made to know that they would not say tlejrerience to anybody. Refusing to become mendfgsthis
may cause the wtlent death at any point in time. As a result tiuelent will therefore accept tcecome members
against their wish(es).

Olufemi (1997)posited that the inability of institutions to formdaprogress repcs of studens to their parents and
guardians makes it easy for rusticated or studeritsse studentship have been terminatither because of
academic laxity or other indiscipline acts remain in school andrtidieness in most cases gives room for
activities.

Also, the academic and na@tademic staffs of institutions of higher learnarg stroncmembers of these societi
They encourage some students to eras they serve as sources of help to students wiennteed hel Some
students have known the problems associated wsthghe-parent or broken homes while some of them expei
problems of communication at home aresult of the type of parents or relatives thatythiee with. Some live
where theyhave no freedom of association, expression and gwoocbrdial relationship with other people. 1
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campus life therefore ushers a serious advantagthéon to associatend behave freely with mates. Some h
strongly identifiedwith older students who provide a parental imagetem

Also, many young people pursuing cults today avelired in search for identity and a quest for $pai reality tha
provides answers to their questic Ogunbameru (1997) posited that some studentsljeiset groups because of
need for financial assistance; and to secure iginliffs or setprotection. Some students are equally said to

joined cult groups becaeighey are seeking after meaning, direction, cotd@od love. The youth especially thc
from broken homes, destitute and youngsters have flexibleminds easily fall prey to the entreaties from
members.

5. Characteristics of Present Day Cult Groupsin Nigeria Schools.

Cult groups are always in conflicts with rival gpsuand they always strive to undo each other. @olip
are in most cases in illegal possession of firesaiget involved in drug abuse, violent crimes, lédtened robbery
illicit sexual escapades, killing of innocent stntjeacademic and nc-academic staff, arson, rape, extortior
money/materials from peoplphysical attacks, threat, blackmail, and othéateel inhuman practices. According
Hazzan (2011), the characteristics of campus naltide acts of terrorism and instilling fear ion- members; being
at logger heds with school authorities inost of the time; operation at night, noespectability of school rules a
regulations and collective defenaEmembers at all tim..

6. Menacein Cult Activitiesin Tertiary Institution in Present Day Nigeria.

Cult activitiesin schools are no more the same with their actisiin 1950s and 60s. At the initial sta
violence was not said to have manifested in thelgohof members of cult groups. The peaceful gnmgmbers
later snowballed into exoteric group gangs whosenbers were highly skipped in ritualism and vandaligthe
peace on campusitiative (an organization formed to help conteoltism in Nigeria campuses )in September 2|
explained that 5,000 campusidents and lecturers have don Nigeria campuses asresult of cu-related violent
clashes. New Age, 2003.

The prominent effect of cultism on campuses stugeniass killing of learners. Examples of terridfack include
the one of July 101999 at the ®afemiAwolowo University, ll-Ife. In the saméJniversity before the occurren
above, one cult member was shot and killed durtteck in 1991. In Februa, 1999, the students leaders organi
a campus wide search, which found eight secreistutt their hide out. This enraged the Black amefteternity,
who organized a murder squad that hacked the studé@mn Secretary General to death on his

In the same vein, AdekunleAzees, a student of hagtechnic was killed sometimes in the schoollfefriending ¢
lady who was said to have beatimired by a cultist. The girl went on to disagnéth the demand made against
by the cultist but was later ganrgaped by 12 cultists of the maf@asonfraternity. Also, in September 20i
BolajiTomila a student of Lagos state univty was killed. In October 2003hree students of Kwara state w
murdered by cultists. Also, in June 2005, a poliaerancleader of anti-cult Quare of kwara state poli command
were killed by suspected cult members from the fadeolytechnic Offa. Also a student (Ash Olatunji Saheed)
from the polytechnic Ibadan was murdered in 2005th& university ol sciences and technology, Enugu, the f
of departmenbf geology was murdered by cult members in Oct@063

Cult activities have disruptéiie peace and school calendar of minstitutions in Nigeria. For example Adeye
College of Education, Ondo was closed down for ms because of cult activities .Also the activities drme
virulently violentand secrecy became their ways of life. Their aidisiincluded “dealing” with ar non-members
who snatched a member’s girlfriend csugardaddy” (in case of female cultists). Their actigdtialso include
“settling” lecturers in cash or in kind. Femaletiilbegan to operate prostitution rings and hataiy photograph
displayedin popular hotels. Secrecult’s activities have increased in the recent times im recent times in
devastating and dangerous proportions. The menttzers become nightmares to the general student coitym
parents and even succeeding governments.ported secret cult violence occurred at the Unitieisf Nigeria,
Nsukka in 1985 when a namlt student incurred the wrath of another stu, who was a cult leader for “snatchi
“the latter’s girlfriend. In 1991, a student of the Ueaiisity of P«t Harcourt was beheaded during a feud betweer
members .In 1993, fifteen students of the UnivemsitPort Harcourt were jailed for terms varyingr five to thirty
years for belonging to secret cults. (Daily Tim23® January, 1993).In Delta State Maisity, Abraka, the death
a principal Assistant Registrar and his wife wassea by the activies of two cult groups in a clash (The Black .
and Buccaneers ).

7.Effect of Cultism on the Learners

Students become members of cult groups becof the advantageshich they feel they could derive from bei
members. Students seek extra personality levetegean make them achieve what they wish but capndiharily
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get. It is on record that some learners in scheetk girlfriends, exam grad matrials, control of territorii turf
and other benefits that are obtaini by commensurate intellectual, physical and sotialui which cultists do no
have.

Some of the negative effects of cultism on learaeesearly death because of incessant vt clashes; exposure to
group attack; change in life stydeg. imitation of smokers, drunker, raphomesexualist, smugglers, and crimin
of different categories. Also some cultist get ilveal in activities which lead to their loss of selil. For example,
many students lose their studentship because bfactivities which may not allow them to do sericamademic
works or involvenent in crimes or disturbance of academic \s.

8.Effect of Cultism on the School Community

The school environment in most cases and becof cult activities is disturbed and become unsafestaff anc
students. There is psyalogical disturbance in schools especially whetigtslare on rampag

Also, evidence hashown that some academic staff members have allegedto have compromise grades in
face of threat of cult attacks.Many tertiary ingiibns in Nigeria have been sighted as the “honeéiult and so
their students are denied admissions into Uninessiwhen they seek su

Many schools that have witeged different attacks of cult members have lostonty their students, but have a
lost their staff, buildings and other useful schiesources to attacl

9.Effort to Combat Cultism in Tertiary Institutionsin Nigeria.

Several efforts have been malle the government, religion institutions, individsiaand school authorities in t
country to reduce the rate of cult and its actdgtincrease in Nigerian schoc

The federal and state governments have in manyscadvised students to desifom cult activities. The
governments havemade provisions for the trial of a cult suspectséhools and in fact many students have |
tried and jailed for cult offence3he military government has passed appropriate decrees anidrigibvernmen
has eneted legislations deemed appropriate to stamp exres cults. University authorities have made appate
regulations and oaths for students to sign ag&iesbming members of secret saies. Also, tetiary institutions
have made improvements ioffrastructure and religion group have preac against cultism in many occasic A
step taken against cultism included the enactmiebiecree 47 of 2" December, 1989. The decree empowerec
governing council of each University to prescrilg aocity operating within the campus, puing activities which
are not in thenterest of national security, public safety, ofd@porality, and heal. Also, some state governmnts
have also formed intelligeninits, which during the military interregnum wod very closely with different tertiar
institutions to fish out suspected cult membehe more has yielded some res@ivoeye (1997) reported that 1
eastern Zone of the miscellaneous offences tribah&nugu in 1993, jailed 15 students of the Ursity of Port
Harcourt for being members of secret cults. Befthre time, the Guardian of ™ March, 1994 reportethat
suspected cult members were caught in the Onde. datl990s the military government of the then Gyate
abolished the boarding heel system as it was seen as an avenue for studsdiisg meetings in the nig

10. Suggestionstowards Curbing Cult Activitiesin Tertiary I nstitutions.

Cult activities could be curbed through the usewficulum innovation. Peace education can be tas a school
course in tertiary institutions. In the coursepes on cuism such as its much effeetc can be taught to students.
Apart from this, more schools should make theidstis sign oath against becoming members of curing the
matriculation programe specific punishment against offenders shouldhdralded and made to funct. School
environment should provide for students’ needs andodppities for poor children to study without hangs Suck
programmes as bursary award, loan award and sshi@gashould be encouraged and given to neediesoui
partiality. Prompt academic results students should be made available to the paremigdaigce and students so t
the issue of rusticated or students that have vathd staying in campuses and using their time tdargmlved in
ordealacts would be removed. At the same time schoolities or more academic rigor must be put in placéhat
students would have little or no time for unlawéohgregatios.

While recreation centers, film shows, symposia,fe@nces, seminars and workshops should be encliagall
times in our tertiay institutions. These programmes must strictlyteeta the menance involved in cultism and pe
disrupted activities or issueShe exposure of the secret acts in these groups&dwoake students understand
more the activities of cult groups and evil effect that may accompany being a men

While it should be understood that the source tifsta is the society itself, the government shdoddup and doin
in meeting the demands of the people. These saas®nme for joining cults in schools ehe same reason s for
becoming a cult member in the society. To this ¢imel,government representatives should maintatigfiises theit
acts especially when it comes to financial asp@avernment shoulde judicious in their distributic of booties
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(resources) and services to the members of the godi&to, the government should make provision food
securityfor the people. This is because some people seekdmbership of cult for security reasc

In the same vein, school authorities shoulprudent and democratic in their activities as mamj-democratic acts
of many institutions breed discomfort and instapiih many institutions of learning. The autocratier lordship o
school leaders or decision students may engulf instabili
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