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Abstract

This study was prompted by media reports that tdlkampant sexual abuse irouth camps during electio
preparations in Zimbabwe, especially since the Gasmconstitutional no vote’ which triggered the ttoversial fas
track land reform programme driving the countrpinhaos. The researchers thus embarked on a tjuelitecearch
based on documentary analysis and unstructuredvienes with female cross border traders plying therare
Johannesburg road. The study establishedbecause of the civil strife and the economic meltdavomen art
exposed to risk of sexual violee, forced marriages, coerced sex, and loss okebpfamilies and social suppc
These developments force women into transactianalrsorder to secure their lives and those ofrthesbands an
children, or to gain access to shelter or servitetransit to South Africa, they are exposed to diffgrievels of
HIV infection. Throughout the journey from home wemare harassed, geraped by male counterparts, abuset
truck drivers and forced into sexual relationshigith the South African polic. This situation makes the probabil
of women getting HIV/AIDS very high. Most of themeaalready ill and have the burden of looking attieitdren
they get unwillingly.

Keywords: Sex slaves, civil strife, women, gender, sexudevioe, rape, HNAIDS.

1. Introduction

Conflict situations make girls and women especiailinerable in multiple ways. Forced marriages rcee sex an
voluntary remarriage are all common in conflicuations where men and women have lost partnerse Regy be
used byopposing forces as an instrument of terror or sgnebol of victory. The loss of homes, income, faasilanc
social support deprives women and girls of the ciyp#o generate income and they may be forcedthatasactiona
sex in order to secure thdives (or those of their husbands or children) apscto safety, or to gain access to sh
or services. In transit, refugees who are sexumdlve (through choice or necessity) will be expbse different
populations with differing levels of HIV fection.

In this paper we look at the nexus between seXuate/ rape and civil strife. Although we approttol problerr
from a broad global perspective, we are mainly eoned with developments in Zimbabwe. We start bingiyou a
brief history of Zmbabwe before looking at issues of methodology@mextualising the problem. We then go
to discuss both theoretical / conceptual understgsdand empirical evidence beyond Zimbabwean lerdefore
taking the discussion to Zimbabwe using a hisal and evolutionary perspective. We argue thatl atiife
communities reduce women to nothing more than $gects.According to Amina Mire (2000:2) the female bc
has been used as a source of pleasure, plunditicgdgdower and so forth. It is se as passive, acted upon so thi
produces sons of the nation. For Manathoko (208p:Women are given in marriage, sent as tribusgjed, takel
in battle, bought or sold... Men are also traffickmat only as shares, athletic stars, serfs, rathen as men”.
Women themselves have surrendered to the situatimhsome of them view themselves as commoditidse
enjoyed by men as implied in the following schodigiobservation that, “Girls sleep with teacheos fmarks,
money and transport. We alléw about it.” (The Star, March 200

2. Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe has a long history of successes and &ailuts current boundaries were drawn in the 1&80British
colonialists during the scramble for Africa who redrthe country Rhodesia. In 1980, aft protracted civil strife
and war, it became independent and was renamedabinebafter the Great Zimbabwe Rui
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It is important to note that the history of ZimbabWas anecdotes of civil strife, wars and violeinoehich womer
were both leading actoend victims. Great Zimbabwe is said to have fapartly because of succession dispu
The Rozvi state crumbled because of schizophreutitoatarianism and civil strife. The Nguni grougspecially
the Ndebele, who took advantage of the weak ailling Rozvi state, were always raiding the Shonafclims. The
whites used both treachery and the gun to take Zimelbabwe. The colonial state was characteriseddignce, wal
and civil strife. The postolonial state has also been characterised bence and civil strife starting with disside
and gukurahwindi in south western parts of the tguithrough election periods and then the fastkidand reforrr
and beyond era.

During these ‘moments of madness’ women suffer raostlike anywhere el<sin the world they have been alwe
reduced to sex objects to be enjoyed by men (hwotieas and armed force:

3. M ethodology

This paper is based on both literature review amgiecal study. The methodology used was largelglitgtive
research basedn documentary analysis and unstructured interviewtls female cross border traders plying
Hararedohannesburg road and economic refugees in SouttaA

4. Contextualising the problem

Haralambos and Holborn (2000: 127) quote the Billkich sas the original sin in the Garden of Eden \

woman'’s. She tasted the forbidden fruit, tempteddand has been paying for it ever since. In tlteT@stamen

Book of Genesis (1999) the Lord said, “I will gigatnultiply thy sorrow and thy conception; sorrow thou shall
bring forth children and thy desire shall be to tlugband, and he shall rule over thee”. This surnsemthe positio

of women today:

» they produce children in pai

» they are mothers and wiv

» they cook, wash, clean and s

» they tale care of men and are subordinate to male autk

» they take care of children, the elderly and thé&;sanc

» they are largely excluded from high status occapatiand positions of power (Musingafi, 2008; 20

With the current HIV/AIDS menace stud have already revealed that they are the most vaiitepartly because
their biology. The Economist (2006: 87) reportss“AIV, the virus that causes AIDS, has spreadagt it womer
increasingly hard... Figures from UNAIDS... show thd®?@ of young peple infected in Sub Saharan Africa .
female.” The journal goes on to s

Biology is part of the problem. The skin lining tiaaginal tract and, in particular, the cervix comns
immune system cells that make their way to theasgrin response tofection. These are cells of t
type that HIV infects... A man who wants to protethgelf can don a condom. To achieve the s
end, a woman must persuade him to do so, and nargrbpersuasion can ensure that this hap

Added to this, biologicallynly women can be raped, men are only manipulatesticcumbing to the whims of
woman (Musingafi, 2008; 2010).

According to Musingafi (1990: 3), “Religion... expitly relegates them a subordinate position. Craisty openly
states that women must depeon men while they are rearing children ‘for thesband is the head of the wife
Christ is the head of the church’ (Ephesians 5. P& further observes that Islam sees them asnrotteholy,
diabolic and psychologically disabled. For socittyrenain pure and uncontaminated women must not bery.
authority. Gallagher (1981: 15) concurs and obsethat women are seen as “cursed by the sin of @eeked
because are made from a rib, bestial by naturedgrand crafty”. Islam goes further aensures that women have
to be cleansed through mutilation of their sexughas to gain honour before Allah (Aldeeb, 19947)

199



Research on Humanities and Social Scier www.iiste.org
ISSN 2222-1719 (Paper) ISSN 222263 (Online gy
Vol 2, No.10, 2012 ISTE

Molokone (1997: 1), Moore (1993: 47), Meena (1982), Todaro (1992: 159), Batezat and Mwalo (19¢-4), and
many others, laagree that women suffer far more than men. Motakwrites, “Women and female headed fam
constitute the majority of poor households in t#E region.” The World Bank (1994) concurs thus fwen are
overfepresented among the poor”. Todaro tak further thus, “In virtually every country, thereeamore wome!
than men at the lowest level of income... Generatlydeholds headed by women are among the pooregigyia
society.” He further argues that poverty lays avigdaurden on women because heir dual roles in the econonr
They often work both inside and outside the homieeyTare usually less educated, have fewer emplay
opportunities and receive lower wages than meny Hage less access to land, capital and technokygl/this lact
of access diminishes the efficiency of production botiide and outside the hor

Industry and commerce have also played their Miena (1992:11) reports that in the music industynen have
been reduced to [naked] dancing queens and segtebjteyare used for sensational purposes. The African wc
is the most affected. Meena (1992:11) observestligatourist and the advertisement industry dethietsuperiority
of the white woman'’s physical appearance and therse for black woman. Commerccompanies, especially the
cosmetic industries, exploit this prejudice and ofacture certain chemicals which are used by bisoknen tc
change their hair, colour and so on. Some of thhsenicals are a health hazi

Thus, as put forward by OXFAM (20( ‘in spite of the significant efforts of many natiogglvernments and
international level, the situation of women has semred. The feminisation of poverty has acceleratetthe las
decade and further increased women's dependencaibredability’.

All human communities have been found guilty c-treating and making women unbearably poor. MaryDas
quoted in Hoagland and Fry (1992: 313) found thkofong forms of community torture of women in t
international community: Europe-witch-burning, Chinese-fodtinding, Indian Sultee, North and East Afric
genital mutilation, American gynaecology, and saHi

Thus women are hit most by both natural and adificalamities. When times are hard like in Zimbahwday, ol
in war situationdike in the Middle East, they are physically angqgi®logically tortured, maimed, sexually abus
raped, and so forth. The chain does not end. Pgrtlaplaring women an endangered species can susenthe
whole picture.

One of the respondents in Mogafi’'s (2008) study in Chachacha had this to dayuathe man who inherited h
after the death of her husband:

| don't love him like | loved my husband. | only@pted him so that | stay with my kids at

homestead. Otherwise they would have aske to leave both my homestead and my children. E
am as good as an unmarried woman. | fend for ngetbhildren. He only visits us once in a whil
also want the relationship that way so that | eisermy sexual freedom. | know if they discover 1
| have an affair they are likely to ask me to ledwe homestead. But they will not succeed. | 1
know my rights though | still feel | am one of th- | belong to the family. | can’t imagine a li
outside the family

One of the interesting findings ine above study was that other than those who entet@dexual relationships fi
financial/commercial reasons, most said they edtéméo sexual relationships because like anyone #iesy hac
sexual feelings.

5. Women and violent conflict

Violent confict results in mass displacement and women reptéisemajority of internally displaced people (ID!
and refugees globally. By 2009, there were mora thanillion displaced people in Colombia, the mijoof them
women and girls. Of the violations iorted by women to the Sierra Leone Truth and Rdtation Commission
nearly a quarter were related to forced displacen

Around the world, women fleeing from conflict areresk of abuse during transit, in camps and durietgrn anc
reintegrationln a 2008 survey in Colombia, nearly 18% of the wanguestioned said that physical aggressior
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sexual violence were the drivers for their disptaeat. In camps for displaced people in Darfur (Swean)
inappropriate design of facilities and the d to travel long distances outside the camp faewisod or othe
necessities have increased the risks of violenceéonen (UN, 2002

The UN (2002) reports that 250,(-400,000 women were raped during the 1972 war folependence i
Bangladesh. Morehan 800 rapes were reported to have been comnbitéadian security forces against womer
Jammu and Kashmir. There is evidence that rapebbas used as a tool of political repression duspgcific
periods of dictatorship in Haiti. In g-genocide Rvanda, HIV infection rates were estimated at 25%d
considerably more than 35% among the military). Thaflict itself created large numbers of refugemgyosing
women and girls to further risk, and contributimgsi-genocide to a sense of fatalism ig surviving women. To
provide some sense of the scale of rape commitiedgithe genocide it is believed that every stingJfemale hat
been raped. Some survivors report that their patsestold them that they had been allowed to §gethat the)
might "die of sadness". A survey of 304 survivorpared that 35% had become pregnant following ekt is
estimated that between two and five thousenfants de mauvais souve(ghildren of bad memories) resulted fr
rapes committed during the gmide (Musingafiet al,2011).

Within refugee camps many women will be less likelyhave the ‘benefit’ of male protection and mayeyen mort
vulnerable to assault as a result. There is likelige little recourse to justice, and those changitd responsibility
for administering it may themselves be implicatecbuse. The design of refuge camps may inadvbriectease
vulnerability. For example communal latrines, inquigte lighting, insensitivity to internal power dynics amon
refugees, lackf protection for those who collect wood or wategy combine to render women and girls even r
vulnerable to assault (Musingafi and Dumbu, 2(

UNHCR estimates that women and children constiB@eer cent of the world’s refugees and IDPs. Hahase of
displacement, including initial displacement, flighrotection and assistance in refugee and disglaersons camg
resettlement and reintegration has different ingploms for female and male refugees and IDPs. Fligtoften
triggered by sesre sex discrimination and gen-based persecution which may combine with discritionaand
abuse on other grounds, such as ethnicity, religimh class. Refugee, returnee and internally dieplavomen an
girls often suffer discrimination and humaghts abuses throughout their flight, settlement rtdrn. For example
women and girls may be forced into providing sexaalices to men in exchange for safe passagédargelves ¢
their family or to obtain necessary documentatiotber assistale. Children are at an increased risk of becor
separated from their parents, families or guardi@id children who become separated from theiepts may fac
the risk of sexual abuse and being forced to srfighting forces and grouy

In bothrefugee and IDP camps, women and girls can besktofi human rights abuses due to the weakenir
existing community and family protection mechanisrrgernally displaced women and girls are subg:die
“physical and sexual attacks, rape, domestilence and sexual harassment, increased spousalibgtind marite
rape”. For example, in Liberia, among the more thamillion returning internally displaced personsre/ many
women and girls who were struggling with the conseges of rape and unwed pregnancie

Musingafi and Dumbu (2012) further argue that womdro have been raped suffer further marginalisatvdany
often become pregnant and bear children whom tlaeg o feed and take care of. Already desperatedy,the
need for increaseksources exacerbates an already dire situatianalStigma and scorn of rape victims is strc
Families and husbands often disown victims of régaying them to fend for themselves at greatésr afsfurther
sexual violence and abuse.

According toWard and Marsh (2006) the motivation for rape cottediduring armed conflict varies. The violel
can be more or less randoma-by-product of the collapse in social and moral ordext accompanies war. Th
report one example in the DRC where a mowalked into her house to find a paramilitary rapiey 1(-month-old
baby. Such incidents are not only limited to corabtt. Men from the local community may exploit tieos o
conflict to commit sexual violence against wometthaut fear of punishmei Under the volatile and disorganis
rule of the Mujahideen, for instance, rape and akassault in Afghanistanis capital city of Kabudre reportedly s
commonplace that the oppressive police state ésttell after the Taliban takeover in1996 wasally perceived by
some women as a welcome repri
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Ward and Marsh (2006) argue that sexual violencg atso be systematic, carried out by fighting farder the
explicit purpose of destabilising populations anestdoying bonds within communities aifamilies. In these
instances, they argue, rape is often a public @oted to maximise humiliation and shame. In Timaste,
Indonesian military reportedly raped women in frofitheir families, and forced Timorese men to rdjp@orese
women. Researcheion a 2004 fa-finding mission to Northern Uganda spoke with orenmvho was command
by rebels to have sex with his daugh

| refused. ... They ordered my son ... for the fifaa cocked gun he complied. ... | was then fo
to have sex with a h@they had dug in the floor using a knife. ...Theyced my private part in tr
hole several times the skin was totally destroyed. ... It was impolestb fight someone who
armed. ...This was all done in front of my wifensand the daughter.My wife went mad

A Sudanese man recounted his family’s similar déggian in Darfur:

In February 2004, | abandoned my house becauseeofdnflict. | met six Arabs in the bush
wanted to take my spear and defend my family, ey threatened rrwith a weapon and | had
stop. The six men raped my daughter, who is 25syelt, in front of me, my wife and youl
children.

Ward and Marsh (2006) say there are cases wheralsé@rlence against women is also used to queistasce by
instilling fear in local communities or in opposing armed grodpssuch cases, women’s bodies are used
envelope to send messages to the perceived eneByrina a government army major approached a ygirhgnd
asked her about her parents whereabouts arered his soldiers to wait at the edge of the fanah @rrest anyon
who came to the farm. He then raped the girl irudeveral times during the day and at about 4 bumed he
alive in the hut, and left the place with his treoomparable violatics by Russian soldiers in Chechnya have t
reported during mop up operations that ensue edtegl Chechen fighters have decamped a town. OfGbecher
women vaginally and orally assaulted by Russiartamyl in February 2000, one purportedly suffod to death
while a soldier sat on her head.

In conflicts defined by racial, tribal, religiouadother divisions, violence may be used to advéimeeyoal of ethni
cleansing (Ward and Marsh, 2006). Public rapesasria, for example, were used to igate the flight or expulsion
of entire Muslim communities. Forced impregnatiomjtilation of genitals and intentional HIV transsi@n are
other techniques of ethnic cleansing. Women in Rlaawere taunted by their genocidal rapists, whanpsed tc
infect them with HIV. In Bosnia, Muslim women impregedtby Serbs reportedly were held captive until taten
to prevent them from aborting. In Kosovo, an esteédal00 babies conceived in rape were born in Jgr2@00
alone.

Many other instances have be#&entified where women and girls are abductedtifier purposes of supplyir
combatants with sexual services. According to asidier from DRC, ‘Our combatants don’t get paid.eféfore
they can't use prostitutes. If we politely ask warnte come with t, they are not going to accept. So, we hav
make them obey us so we can get what we want.’|derlg victim from Liberia, thought to be around $€ars olc
at the time she related her story to investigaimknowledged being held by rebels in then of Voinjama, where
at night, the men would come, usually more than and rape he

The UN (2002) reports that the international presemhich follows armed conflict has been linkeaipincreasin
demand for prostitution and trafficking of womend girls. For example, an investigation of refugeenps ir
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone revealed the $exmoitation of women, girls and boys by humania workers
and peacekeepers in exchange for basic provi:

6. Women in post-conflict situations

Evidence suggests that sexual violence does nasmadly end with the cessation of armed confli¢ard anc
Marsh (2006) report that incidents of rape are megoto have increased sharply in the context gborg insecurity
in post-war Iragfor example. One of the victims, Dalal was abduchkexdd overnight and allegedly raped in 2002
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four Iragi men. In other postenflict settings, incidents of rape may decredss,risk of exposure to forced
coerced prostitution, as well as traffing, may increase. Events in the Balkans, wheretiprtign and trafficking
burgeoned in the aftermath of wars in the formegd&lavia, illustrate how criminal elements may aegl fighting
factions in the ongoing sexual victimisation of wermand girlsThe added presence of peacekeeping forces,
have been implicated as users of commercial sexesdrin places such as Bos-Herzegovina, Sierra Leon
Kosovo, Timor Leste and the DRC, may supply a rletpbrtion of local deman

7. Women in civil strife Zimbabwe before colonialism
In the brief description of Zimbabwe above, we haleady shown that the history of Zimbabwe hasnl
punctuated by civil strife since time immemor

In the early quarrels and civil wars among the $hohieftaincy an groupings, women were used as gifts
offerings for marriage to the other party in cortflas a strategy of managing conflict. AccordingStwona ora
tradition, later during the Ndebele raids, younguigul Shona women were forcibly taken to go aerve their
Ndebele masters and warriors as extra wives ancubomes. Ugly and old women were simply raped antdherec
together with their male counterpai

8. Women in thecivil strife colonial era

The white men came with an unquenched thirst fe African woman. During the early days of colorgalithey
raped African women at will. Most of the colouredpplation in Zimbabwe today is a result of thesedd sexua
encounters.

During the war of liberation young women were fafde become concunes of both liberation fighters and 1
Rhodesian forces. The Rhodesian forces did notidistate between the married, the unmarried andottie All

were sexual food for them. Freedom fighters werthéoextent of beating up parents whose daughsa run away
to the cities forcing them to call back their daiggh so that they continue raping them. When theemded mos
young women had fatherless children, maimed batieswounded hear

9. Women and independent Zimbabwe

Independence came in 1980he euphoria and celebration of independenceslated to further abuse of you
women (formerchimbwidos)by young men (formemujibhag during the night celebrations. Of course, se:
intercourse between these young people during igfg celebratins was based on mutual agreement. The

problem was that whereas the female partner thathgittthese were beginnings of a happy marriagethfo male
partner it was nothing more than a moment of retlefse young women had been abused by the g, so it was
their turn to enjoy the already abused wor

The dissident activities in south western Zimbaltkaeslated to more sexual abuse and rape for woitere are
reports that both the dissidents and governmedtessiraped and abused women «ally before killing them. Som
of these women were pregnant. The situation dutimg civil strife can simply be summarised as ‘manef
madness’. Children who up to today do not knowrtli@ihers were forced into the wombs of women thgtc
incidents swivors would not want to remember. Five to ten mesuld rape one woman one after another be
killing or living her to die of the grueling pa

There are also unpleasant stories at the workptatmols and colleges. In some quarters womenigeioffices as
long as they are generous with their thighs. Ategals, sometimes people talk of a thigh for a pashis mounts
to lawlessness and insecurity for wom

10. Thefast track land reform, elections and national service

Towards the end ofhe 1990s there was unrest in Zimbabwe largely kseraf the biting effects of ESA
government arrogance and leaders impunity. Peojgendt only go to the streets but rejected the 1€€&ft
constitution which they felt did not represent thiespiratons. Meanwhile the people of Svosve had begun inge
white farms. The rejection of the draft constitatidid not go well with the government (ZANU PF iarficular).
They became schizophrenic, encouraging people lfyowimen, e-combatants and ZANU Fleadership) to invade
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white and political opponents’ farms and firms. S'hésulted in violent conflict that claimed thoudsof lives anc
maimed millions bodies and hearts.

Soon after the rejection of the 1999 draft constitua new strong politicalarty, the Movement for Democrai
Change, emerged. Although the new party was larfgely the labour movement, it incorporated strooigés from
the academia, business community, lawyers and sytetmong others. The new party posed real thregtadfbng
power away from ZANU PF. To counter the threat ZANRF reacted by encouraging lawlessness, viole
impunity, creation of youth camps during electiomstional service’, and introducing a compulsogtianal anc
strategic studies subject in polyteics, colleges and vocational training centres. His thew largely insecul
environment the actual losers were women who wepesed to all forms of sexual abu

In youth camps, youths became wild and young womere sexually abused by rogue elemeof ex-combatants.
Most contracted HIV/AIDS and many of them are alsedead because of grueling poverty, lack of actegRVs,
stress, trauma, madness, and so on. Because ehe®hknd the resultant biting poverty, many peagfgated tc
neighbouringcountries and overseas where they became econefugees. Some (the majority of whom wom
became cross border traders.

What then happened to those who chose travel abarsiers? In the next section we look at the erpegs o
Zimbabwean womeaon the road to South Africa and in South Afr

11. Findings from female cross-border tradersand economic refugeesin South Africa

In 2008 one of the researchers enrolled for MasteBevelopment and Management, and subsequeniysRidies
in Goverrance and Public Management with the N-West UniversitywWaal Triangle Campus. On his way up ¢
down South Africa, he mingled with different class# women in cros-border buses, at railway stations, in sh
and residential areas in Johannesburg, ‘ane, Vereeniging and Vanderbijlpark. The picturegoé from thes:
women was not encouraging. Some of the inhumanriexmes of these displaced and economic migramstsas
outlined in the next paragraphs.

On their way to South Africa both illegal mints (border jumpers) and legal migrants were eitfagrg- raped by
fellow border jumpers, or raped / sexually abusgdrick drivers, South African police and other govment
officials. In South Africa they either had to brib#icials and authoritiein kind (sleeping with them) or they we
put in cells before they were deported back homby, t come back by the same route they came b

Most of them were given work for peanuts; the mottegy got was far below what can sustain a humang!
throughout the month. Hence most found themselvedaogmting the meagre wages with either prostitutioany
other illegal ways e.g. stealing, selling drugdljrszfake identification documents el

There was also the issue of human trafficking. Yy women were moved from Zimbabwe as sex slaves ithéls
where they provided sexual services in exchangeitber accomodation or meagre wages from the brativner
who gets all the money paid by those who came iirtHe exploited girl's services. Mt women were forced into
'love relationships' which they would not otherwaeeept if they were economically stable. In thedationships
they were economically, emotionally and physicalkploited / abused by their so called lovers. Rstance, onof
the womeninterviewees worked for her Nigerian lover in atemet café for no pay. As a ‘wife’ she was mad
believe that she owned the shop. The guy took alMaite money gained from the business. He freduéatrasser
and beat her up. Sometimes chased her away from the house but still thegawoman believed the guy loved h
This was very common in South Afri

According to the IOM Report on the xenophobic &taadozens of women were raped during the xenopt
violence. The report absstates that 62 people, including 21 South Afrscamere killed, 100 000 people displat
and property worthy millions looted and destroyedeized by local residents and leaders. Foreigftieesmajority
of whom women) were seen as -human and thefere they were given derogatory names lkwerekwereand
girigamba
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Zimbabwean women were exposed to high risk of HID@ infection both as mistresses, prostitutes, €d
lesbians and homosexuals. They got into theseioetitips for survival. They nrried South Africans who the
were not in love with so that they got official idEntial documents. They were murdered, burnt girtehacks
beaten up, humiliated by locals as they were acta$egoing out with locals' husbands, accessingasagant:
using fraudulent identity documents, spreading omkmdiseases (e.g. the worm disease that spreadhi@atvagin:
which is said to be caused by the Nigerians), aotigpating in local practices and struggles baited to benefi
from the efforts of thers, stealing locals jobs and space since theg preferred by employers ahead of locals,
so forth.

12 Summary

In this paper we looked at the nexus between sexiiase / rape and civil strife. Although we apphemat the
problem from a broad glal perspective, we were mainly concerned with dgualents in Zimbabwe. We started
giving you a brief history of Zimbabwe before loogiat issues of methodology and contextualisingpttodlem.
We then went on to discuss both theoretical / cptuzd nderstandings and empirical evidence bey
Zimbabwean borders before taking the discussiafirttbabwe using a historical and evolutionary pectipe. We
argued that civil strife communities reduce womemathing more than sex objects. Because of ivil strife and
the economic meltdown in Zimbabwe women were higitposed to risk of sexual violence, forced magetg
coerced sex, and loss of homes, families and seajgbort. These developments forced women intsaetiona
sex in order to secutéeir lives and those of their husbands and childoe to gain access to shelter or service
transit to South Africa, they were exposed to diffg levels of HIV infection. Throughout the jousnéfom home
women were harassed, garagped by male wnterparts, abused by truck drivers and forcedsetaial relationshig
with the South African police and other officialhis situation made the probability of women gejtlV/AIDS
very high.
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